
PE/01/16/A

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

16th Meeting, 2001 (Session 1)

Tuesday 18 December 2001

The Committee will meet at 10.00am in Committee Room 2, Committee Chambers.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/01/16/1)

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/01/16/2)

3. Convener’s Report.
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The Committee will consider the following new petitions—

PE427    Petition by Reverend Iain Murdoch calling for the Scottish Parliament to
urge the Scottish Executive to (a) withdraw its list of resources for health
education and (b) ensure that all teaching materials comply with the more
recently approved guidelines issued by the Education Department of the
Scottish Executive on the conduct of education in schools.

PE428  Petition by Mr Eddie Egan calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to (a) investigate the statutory framework which governs
the regulation of charitable organisations who operate in Scotland, in
particular those charitable organisations involved in the provision of
healthcare and whose operations are part or wholly funded by central and
local government agencies and (b) put in place legislation, which will
require all organisations, including charitable organisations who provide
healthcare services and facilities with the assistance of public funds, to
have a minimum period of consultation with stake holders when considering
the implementation of service provision changes or closure facilities.

PE431 Petition by Mark Hazelwood on behalf of Multiple Sclerosis Society
Scotland, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to
ensure that patients who may benefit from beta interferon and glatiramer
receive it as soon as is logistically possible.

PE432    Petition by Mr William McCormack on behalf of Dumfries Welfare Rights,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) recommend to local authorities that
any independent appeals/review panels that are not empowered to alter or
change faulty social services policies but who are only allowed to make
recommendations back to the very committees who originally authorised
the faulty or illegal policy will never be seen as independent or fair  if their
recommendations are consistently ignored by those committees and (b)
recommend to Dumfries and Galloway Council that they immediately
abandon their revised charging policy for non-residential community care
and consult with service users and their representatives to introduce a
legal, well thought out charging policy.
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PE425    Petition by Mrs Anne-Marie Glashan calling for the Scottish Parliament to
adopt the precautionary principle recommended by the Transport and the
Environment Committee in its Report on the planning procedures for
telecommunications developments and the Stewart Report regarding the
siting of telecommunications antennae in densely populated areas or within
600m of schools, residential care homes or hospitals.

PE426   Petition by Mr Brian Quail on behalf of Scottish Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament, calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) hold a full debate as
soon as possible on the events of 11th September 2001, the causes of
terrorism and the need to break the cycle of violence, (b) emphasise the
importance of using the full judicial process to bring those responsible to
justice and (c) do everything in its power to bring pressure to bear on the
British Government to halt the military campaign against Afghanistan.

PE429   Petition by Julie Faulds calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to urge the Scottish Executive to (a) initiate a moratorium
on further dumping of foot-and-mouth pyre ash until all options for safe
disposal of ash are reviewed, (b) ensure best practice as outlined in
SEPA's National Waste Strategy be adopted for the disposal of such ash
and (c) ensure, in particular, that the proximity principle applies in that such
ash should be disposed of as close possible to the sites where it has been
generated.

PE430    Petition by Mrs M Glendinning on behalf of Broomlands User Group, calling
for the Scottish Parliament to consider (a) whether it is appropriate for local
authorities as owners of school playing fields to be able to sell such assets
and also grant planning permission to a developer when such a sale is
opposed, and (b) whether in the circumstances of an opposed sale, there
should be legally binding guidelines as to the method of consultative
procedures.

PE433  Petition by Equity on behalf of the Scottish Ballet dancers, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to (a) urge the Scottish Executive to instruct the Scottish
Arts Council to make a condition of continued funding and (b) recommend
that Scottish Ballet restore its own independent board and that it reviews its
links with Scottish Opera.
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Tuesday 18 December 2001

The Committee will consider the following current petitions—

1. PE367: Sleep apnoea
Responses from the petitioner and Lothian Health Board in relation to the issues raised.

2. PE396: Funding of Citizens Advice Bureaux
Responses from the Scottish Executive, City of Edinburgh Council and Citizens Advice
Scotland in relation to the issues raised.

3. PE400: Social work service provision for the deaf and hard of hearing
Responses from the Scottish Executive, South Lanarkshire Council and the Equal
Opportunities Committee in relation to the issues raised.

4. PE415: Outdoor access for all
A response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the issues raised.
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Changes to the Progress of Petitions since last meeting 4/12/01

PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE123 Petition by The Scottish Warm Homes
Campaign calling for the Scottish Parliament
to identify, discuss and seek to implement
measures which would eradicate fuel poverty
as a matter of urgency.

28/11/2001 The Health and Community Care Committee
agreed to consider the draft reporters’ report at a future
meeting.

PE223 Petition by Mr and Mrs A. McQuire calling for
the Scottish Parliament to ensure that Multiple
Sclerosis sufferers in Lothian are not denied
to opportunity to be prescribed Beta
Interferon.

28/11/2001 The Health and Community care Committee
agreed to write to the Scottish Executive to establish the
current position of Beta Interferon trials and a timescale for
introduction of these trials.

PE247 Petition by Epilepsy Association of Scotland
calling for the Scottish Parliament to ensure
there are coordinated health and social
services that will benefit the 30,000 people in
Scotland with epilepsy.

28/11/2001 The Health and Community Care Committee
agreed to note the petition and to seek the views of the
petitioners in light of responses from the Executive.

PE276 Petition by Elizabeth Girling on behalf of
Lothian Allergy Support Group calling for the
Scottish Parliament to establish specialist
clinics for the diagnosis and treatment of
allergies in NHS hospitals in Scotland.

28/11/2001 The Health and Community Care Committee
agreed to take no further action unless and until the Public
Petitions Committee (PPC) formally refers the petition to the
Health and Community Care Committee.

PE283 Petition by Geraldine MacDonald on behalf of
the Scottish Organisation Relating to the
Retention of Organs (SORRO) calling for the
Scottish Parliament to initiate a public inquiry
into the practice of organ retention at post-
mortem without the appropriate parental
consent.

05/12/2001 The Health and Community Care Committee
agreed to note this petition and await the outcome of the
Scottish Executive consultation on the findings of the
Independent Review Group on Retention of Organs at Post-
Mortem.
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Short Title Date and details of action

PE320 Petition by John Watson on behalf of World
Development Movement (WDM) Scotland
calling for the Health and Community Care
Committee of the Scottish Parliament to
examine the possible implications for health
policy in Scotland of the World Trade
Organisation's liberalisation of trade in
services.

28/11/2001 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered a draft report and agreed to seek the views of the
European Committee in relation to issues raised in the report.

PE327 Petition by Mr Duncan Hope on behalf of the
Blairingone and Saline Action Group  calling
for the Scottish Parliament to request that
legislation be revised to ensure that public
health and the environment are not at risk
from the current practice of spreading sewage
sludge and other non-agriculturally derived
waste on land in Scotland.

28/11/2001 The Health and Community Care Committee
agreed to take no further action on this petition.

PE349 Petition by Mr Thomas Stevenson  calling for
the Scottish Parliament to carry out an urgent
investigation into the reasons why cancer
rates are higher in East Lothian than
elsewhere in the Lothian Health Board Area.

28/11/2001 The Health and Community Care Committee
agreed to take no further action on this petition.

PE367 Petition by Mr Eric Drummond calling for the
Scottish Parliament to ensure that adequate
and equal services for the diagnosis and
treatment of those suffering from sleep
apnoea are available throughout Scotland.

28/11/2001 The Health and Community care Committee
agreed to note the petition and await the result of further
consideration by the Public Petitions Committee.

PE370 Petition by Ms Lydia Reid on behalf of
Scottish Parents for a Public Enquiry into
Organ Retention calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to
ensure that a full public inquiry, chaired by an

05/12/2001 The Health and Community Care agreed to note
this petition and await the outcome of the Scottish Executive
consultation on the findings of the Independent Review Group
on Retention of Organs at Post-Mortem.
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eminent member of the judiciary, is carried
out into the issue of organ retention to ensure
that the illegal removal and storage of tissue
and organs will not be repeated; and to
examine the role and power held by the
Procurator Fiscal to order a post mortem.

PE374 Petition by Dr Steve Gilbert calling for the
Scottish Parliament to act urgently to
investigate and redress the under funding of
Chronic Pain Management Services, to debate
the matter in Parliament and to urge the
Minister for Health and Community Care and
Health Boards to move chronic pain up the
health agenda.

28/11/2001 The Health and Community Care Committee
agreed to write to the Scottish Executive to get further
clarification of its position in relation to funding of Chronic
Pain services and management and information on waiting
times for Chronic Pain treatment.

PE381 Petition by Mr Thomas Campbell on behalf of
TWGU and UNISON calling for the Scottish
Parliament to examine the Scottish
Ambulance Service’s proposals to close five
of its eight Scottish Operations rooms and to
satisfy itself that the implications of these
proposals will not detrimentally effect the
staff, the other emergency services and the
medical profession whom rely on the co-
operation of the ambulance service, and in
particular the level of service provided to the
general public.

28/11/2001 The Health and Community Care Committee
agreed to note the petition and continue to monitor the
situation.

PE382 Petition by Mr Thomas Howe calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take the necessary
steps to give the unborn child recognition in
Scottish civil law.

27/11/2001 The Justice 1 Committee agreed that while it had
sympathy for the petitioner’s concerns it would take note of
the petition and take no further action at present due to the
complexity of devolved and reserved matters involved.
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PE398 Petition by Helen McDade calling for the
Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish
Executive to carry out a Strategic Needs
Review Assessment on M.E. (Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis) and C.F.S. (Chronic
Fatigue Syndrome), and to take a range of
other steps in relation to the treatment of, and
research into these conditions.

28/11/2001 The Health and Community Care Committee
agreed to seek further information on the work being carried
out by the CMO in England and Wales and revisit the petition
at a future meeting.

PE406 Petition by Miss Margaret Doig calling for the
Scottish Parliament to redress the omissions
concerning current law and code of practice
governing post mortem, removal and
retention of organs and disposal of the body
and parts where the deceased has no
relatives, as and when recommendations for
changes in the law and codes of practice in
relation to these matters are implemented.

05/12/2001 The Health and Community Care Committee
agreed to note this petition and await the outcome of the
Scottish Executive consultation on the findings of the
Independent Review Group on Retention of Organs at Post-
Mortem.

PE407 Petition by Ms Sandra Napier calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take appropriate action
to ensure that the Scottish Executive provides
the necessary funding to provide adequate
hospital services outwith cities.

28/11/2001 The Health and Community Care Committee
agreed to take no further action unless and until the Public
Petitions Committee (PPC) formally refers the petition to the
Health and Community Care Committee.

PE410 Petition by Mrs Mary Darke calling for the
Scottish Parliament to recommend that (a)
Scottish Ballet should be retained as a
classically based company, (b) increased
funding should be awarded to Scottish Ballet
(c) separate Board should be created for
Scottish Opera and Scottish Ballet in order to
avoid any conflict of interests.

27/11/2001 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee
noted PE 410 on Scottish Ballet and agreed to forward a copy
of its report on Scottish Ballet to the petitioner when it was
published.
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PE419 Petition by Ms Wendy Turnbull calling for the
Scottish Parliament Public Petitions
Committee to (a) forward the petition to those
Committees of the Parliament involved in the
handling of the Bill as well as to the relevant
Scottish Ministers and (b) request that the
issues raised by the petitioners be debated at
a meeting of the Parliament.

27/11/2001 The Rural Development Committee agreed to
note the terms of petition PE419 from Ms Wendy Turnbull on
the impact that the Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Bill
may have on jobs in the countryside.


