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Agenda

Public Petitions Committee
14th Meeting, 2001

Tuesday 20 November 2001

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 4, Committee Chambers, Edinburgh.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/01/14/1)

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/01/14/2)

3. Procedures Committee Inquiry into the application of Consultative Steering Group
principles in the Scottish Parliament: The Committee will consider a draft submission to the
Procedures Committee inquiry.

4. Convener’s Report.
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NEW PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

PE414 Petition by Mr S Philips calling for the Scottish Parliament to review the
current planning system with the view to establishing a more effective and
inexpensive system for individual citizens wishing to appeal against planning
decisions.

PE417 Petition by Brian Smith calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to ensure that the Cowal Peninsula and the islands of Bute and
Inchmarnock become part of the core area of the proposed Loch Lomond and
Trossachs National Park.

PE419 Petition by Ms Wendy Turnbull calling for the Scottish Parliament Public
Petitions Committee to (a) forward the petition to those Committees of the
Parliament involved in the handling of the Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Bill
as well as to the relevant Scottish Ministers and (b) request that the issues raised by
the petitioners be debated at a meeting of the Parliament.

PE412 Petition by Ms Elizabeth and Jane Allison Edmund calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to introduce the position of a Commissioner
for Bullying in Scotland with powers to: (a) produce guidelines for the police and local
authorities regarding bullying of and by children, (b) intervene in cases where the
police and local authorities will take no action or where any action taken is not
effective, (c) provide support and assistance to those affected by bullying and (d)
investigate intimidation of those affected by bullying by local government, authorities
and agencies and by the police.

PE413 by Mr George McAulay on behalf of UK Men’s Movement calling for the
Scottish Parliament to (a) recognise Parental Alienation Syndrome as a cruel and
serious form of child and domestic abuse and to develop intervention strategies to
prevent it (b) ensure that agencies coming into contact with children are given
training in early diagnosis and prevention and in true gender neutrality; and (c)
request that the Scottish Executive commission a study by a respected and neutral
academic of PAS.
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PE418 Petition by Mr Gordon Clyde Ford calling for the Scottish Parliament to take
the necessary steps to ensure that (a) objectors are consulted on the choice of the
Reporter in a Local Plan Public Inquiry or, (b) in case of multiple objectors the choice
is made by the Inquiry Unit in Edinburgh alone and not by the local authority and, (c)
the final Report is returned to the Scottish Executive for decision instead of the local
authority.

PE420 Petition by Councillor Sam Campbell calling for the Scottish Parliament to
take the necessary steps to re-regulate the bus service in Scotland to enable rural
communities that depend on it to have an adequate bus services.
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CURRENT PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

(A) PE385 on the recognition of Gaelic as the second national language of Scotland

The Committee will consider responses from the City of Edinburgh Council and the Scottish
Executive Education department in relation to this petition

(B) PE387 on the Scottish Executive’s proposals in “The Nature of Scotland”

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive Environment and Rural
Affairs Department in relation to this petition
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Changes to the Progress of Petitions since last meeting 6/11/01

PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE324 Petition by Ms Kay Reid calling for the
Scottish Parliament to call for a Fatal Accident
Inquiry into the sudden death of Dwayne Hood
at Ayr Hospital on 9 June 2000 and request
that the Scottish Executive institute a Right of
Appeal to the Lord Advocate where a Fatal
Accident Inquiry has been ruled out.

31/10/2001 The Justice 2 Committee considered written
evidence from the Lord Advocate on petition PE324 by Kay
Reid on fatal accident inquiries. The Committee noted the
Lord Advocate’s response and agreed to close consideration
of the petition in view of the fact that the issues raised by the
petitioner would be taken into account in the Committee’s
current inquiry into the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal
Service.


