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Agenda

Public Petitions Committee
13th Meeting, 2001

Tuesday 6 November 2001

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Chamber, Assembly Hall, The Mound, Edinburgh.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/01/13/1).

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/01/13/2).

3. Convener’s Report.
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NEW PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

PE407 Petition by Ms Sandra Napier calling for the Scottish Parliament to take
appropriate action to ensure that the Scottish Executive provides the necessary
funding to provide adequate hospital services outwith cities.

PE408 Petition by Ms Aileen McDermott calling for the Scottish Parliament to amend
current legislation to ensure that victims of crime are informed of all relevant
procedural issues and consulted prior to the sentencing of those convicted; that in
cases of stalking or harassment, an interdict or non-harassment order is enforced
under criminal law and that an accused’s criminal record is presented in court during
trial/retrial if of any relevance to the case being tried.

PE410 Petition by Mrs Mary Darke calling for the Scottish Parliament to recommend
that (a) Scottish Ballet should be retained as a classically based company, (b)
increased funding should be awarded to Scottish Ballet (c) separate Board should be
created for Scottish Opera and Scottish Ballet in order to avoid any conflict of
interests.

PE415 Petition by Scottish Environment LINK’s Access Network, the Scottish Sports
Association and the Scottish Countryside Access network, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to ensure that the forthcoming Land Reform
(Scotland) Bill (a) does not introduce laws which could criminalise the public while
enjoying the outdoors, (b) does not give land managers, local authorities or the
police new powers to keep people off the land and (c) gives local authorities the duty
and necessary resources to improve countryside access opportunities.

PE404 Petition by Mr Walter Limond calling for the Scottish Parliament to instruct the
Scottish Prison Service to return to the pre-November 1987 agreement, as per the
Principal Civil Service Pension Scheme Rules, for groups of staff who are forced to
retire before reaching age 60 years.

PE405 Petition by Mr James Duff calling for the Scottish Parliament to change the
law in order that complaints against solicitors are taken out of the hands of the Law
Society of Scotland and placed with an independent body.
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PE406 Petition by Miss Margaret Doig calling for the Scottish Parliament to redress
the omissions concerning current law and code of practice governing post mortem,
removal and retention of organs and disposal of the body and parts where the
deceased has no relatives, as and when recommendations for changes in the law
and codes of practice in relation to these matters are implemented.

PE409 Petition by Mr Douglas G Smart calling for the Scottish Parliament to take a
range of steps to regulate bus companies so that public bodies have some control
over the operation of their services.

PE411 Petition by Mr Martin Meteyard calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a)
examine the case for the establishment of a mutually owned and managed Scottish
Water Authority, (b) commission a feasibility study into this proposal and (c) make
representation to the UK Government seeking to exempt or delay the provisions of
the Competition Act 1998 as they apply to the Scottish water industry.

PE416 Petition by Mr Robert Parker on behalf of GMB, calling for the Scottish
Parliament, as a matter of priority and before consideration of SSI 2001/draft The
Sheriff Courts (Scotland) Act 1971 (Privative Jurisdiction and Summary Cause)
Order 2001, to formally review all the issues and ramifications involved.



                                                                                                                        PE/01/13/02

1

Public Petitions Committee
13th Meeting, 2001

Tuesday 6 November 2001

CURRENT PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

(A) PE269 on religious discrimination in the employment of teachers

The Committee will consider making a further approach to the Scottish Executive in relation to
this petition.

(B) PE382 on recognition of the unborn child

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to this petition.
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Changes to the Progress of Petitions since last meeting 23/10/01

PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE336 Petition by Mr Frank Maguire of Thompsons
Solicitors and Solicitor Advocates on behalf
of Clydeside Action on Asbestos calling for
the Scottish Parliament’s Justice Committees
to initiate a review of the powers and
procedures of the Court of Session in
handling cases involving victims of asbestos
poisoning, to ensure that the real issues
between the parties involved are properly
identified; that delay is minimised; and that
interim payments and jury trials are made
available to victims.

24/10/01 The Justice 2 Committee considered written
evidence from the Minister for Justice, the Lord President and
the petitioner on petition PE336 by Frank Maguire on civil
justice for asbestos victims. The Committee agreed to appoint
Mary Mulligan and Margaret Ewing as Reporters, to take
forward further investigation of the issues raised by the
petitioner and arising from the written evidence received to
date.

PE361 Petition by Mr Stuart Usher on behalf of
Scotland Against Crooked Lawyers, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to (a) ensure that the
Scottish Executive complies with all articles
and provisions of the European Convention
on Human Rights; (b) take various steps in
relation to the regulation of the Law Society of
Scotland and the Faculty of Advocates; (c) to
take a further range of steps to reform and
improve the justice system in Scotland.

23/10/2001 The Justice 1 Committee considered petition
PE361 by Scotland Against Crooked Lawyers. The
Committee agreed to take the issues raised by the petition
into account during its inquiry into the Regulation of the Legal
Profession.
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE372
&

PE384

•  Petition by Mr Robert Epps calling for the
Scottish Parliament to ensure that a
revised Less Favoured Area Support
Scheme be introduced by 2002, giving
priority to those farming in the most
severely disadvantaged areas of Scotland.

•  Petition by Mr Eddie Nicol calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take measures to
redress the injustice of the current Less
Favoured Area Support Scheme.

23/10/2001 The Rural Development considered Petitions
PE372 and PE384 on the Less Favoured Areas Support
Scheme and, after taking evidence from Ross Finnie, MSP
(Minister for the Environment and Rural Development),
agreed that the Convener would write to the Minister to
support his case for extending the 90% safety net to 2002 in
Scotland; to refer the matter of renegotiation of the relevant
regulations to the European Committee, and otherwise to
note the petitions.


