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Agenda
Public Petitions Committee

12th Meeting, 2001
Tuesday 23 October 2001

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Chamber, Assembly Hall, The Mound, Edinburgh.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/01/12/1).

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/01/12/2).

3. Convener’s Report.
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Public Petitions Committee
12th Meeting, 2001

Tuesday 23 October 2001

NEW PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

PE402 Petition by Ms Augusta Greenlees calling for the Scottish Parliament (a) to
investigate the reasons for the overspend in the Scottish Borders Council education
budget in 2001-2002 (b) to call to account those responsible for the overspend; and
(c) to assess the impact on Borders educational provision and in particular on those
children with special educational needs.

PE399 Petition by Dr D.H.S Reid calling for the Scottish Parliament to introduce
democratic and competitive instincts into the water and sewerage industry in
Scotland by converting the existing water Boards into three or more public liability
companies.

PE400 Petition by Clare McCann on behalf of Deaf Equality & Accessibility Forum
calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate and take the necessary steps to
ensure that local authorities throughout Scotland provide adequate provision of
Social Work Services to deaf and hard of hearing people in their catchment area,
particularly the view of the soon to be published "Best Practice Standards" paper.

PE401 Petition by Mr Ian E Williams on behalf of Perthshire Chamber of Commerce
calling for the Scottish Parliament to order a detailed examination of the potential
benefits of relocating more civil service jobs away from Edinburgh and Glasgow to
Tayside.

PE403 by Mr Allan C McDougall calling for the Scottish Parliament to take urgent
action regarding (a) the whole problem of commercial developments directly on to
the Trunk Road network, in order to reinforce the guidance in NPPG 17, (b) to
require that arrangements be made for public meetings to be held to allow for proper
consultation on such important developments, and (c) to advise the Scottish
Executive that such new developments should not be allowed on the already
congested A90 in Aberdeen without a by-pass.
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Public Petitions Committee
12th Meeting, 2001

Tuesday 23 October 2001

CURRENT PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

(A) PE276 on specialist clinics for the diagnosis and treatment of allergies

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive Health Department in
relation to this petition.

(B) PE349 on cancer cases in East Lothian

The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive Health Department, East
Lothian Council, British Energy, Lothian Health Board and East Lothian Environment Group in
relation to this petition.

(C) PE356 on disputes between local authorities and the owners of former local authority
homes

The Committee will consider a letter from the Local Government Committee in relation to this
petition.

(D) PE 367 on the diagnosis and treatment of those suffering from sleep apnoea

The Committee will consider a response from Lothian Health Board in relation to this petition.

(E) PE386 on a proposal to establish a public inquiry in to the recent outbreak of foot and
mouth disease

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive Environment and Rural
Affairs Department in relation to this petition.

(F) PE387 on the extension of the law protecting Scotland’s wildlife

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive Environment and Rural
Affairs Department in relation to this petition.

(G) The Committee will consider the progress of petitions since its last meeting on 2 October
2001.
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Changes to the Progress of Petitions since last meeting 2/10/01

PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE45  Petition by West of Scotland Haemophilia
Group calling for the Scottish Parliament to
hold an independent inquiry into hepatitis C
and other infections of people with
haemophilia.

26/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered a draft report. Some amendments were agreed.
The draft report was approved for publication.

PE96 Petition by Mr Allan Berry calling for the
Scottish Parliament to hold an independent
and public inquiry into the adverse
environmental effects of sea cage fish
farming, and the regulatory failure to both
recognise and prevent significant damage to
our natural heritage, ththe environment and
other interests dependent on the integrity of
our Scottish coastal waters.

03/10/01 The Transport and the Environment Committee
considered a paper setting out further arrangements for the
Committee’s consideration of the petition. The Committee
agreed an updated remit for the work of its reporters on sea
cage fish farming. The Committee agreed that the reporters
should liaise with relevant Scottish Executive Officials on the
arrangements for the possible appointment of a research co-
ordinator. The Committee agreed the terms of a call for
evidence on its rolling inquiry into sea cage fish farming. The
Committee also agreed to take forward the process of
appointing an adviser for the inquiry, and agreed the terms of
an adviser specification, subject to minor amendments. The
Committee agreed to conclude its formal consideration of
Petition PE96.

PE123  Petition by The Scottish Warm Homes
Campaign calling for the Scottish Parliament
to identify, discuss and seek to implement
measures which would eradicate fuel poverty
as a matter of urgency.

26/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered two reports from reporters. It was agreed that
another report would be considered at a later date.

PE185  Petition by Mr Thomas McKissock calling for
the Scottish Parliament take the necessary
steps to establish a scheme of compensation

26/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered a draft report. Some amendments were agreed.
The draft report was approved for publication.
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

to assist people in Scotland who have
contracted hepatitis C infection as a
consequence of infected blood transfusions.

PE306 Petition by Mr Thomas Minogue calling for the
Scottish Parliament to request that all
members of the Judiciary declare
membership of organisations such as
Freemasons and that such a register be made
available on request.

26/09/01 Justice 2 Committee agreed to note the Minister's
response and to revisit the possibility of declarations of
interest by the judiciary as part of consideration of new
judicial appointments procedures in due course.

PE320 Petition by John Watson on behalf of World
Development Movement (WDM) Scotland
calling for the Health and Community Care
Committee of the Scottish Parliament to
examine the possible implications for health
policy in Scotland of the World Trade
Organisation's liberalisation of trade in
services.

 26/09/01 The Health and Community Care agreed to
postpone consideration of the petition to a later date as no
report from the reporter was yet available.

PE327 Petition by Mr Duncan Hope on behalf of the
Blairingone and Saline Action Groupcalling
for the Scottish Parliament to request that
legislation be revised to ensure that public
health and the environment are not at risk
from the current practice of spreading sewage
sludge and other non-agriculturally derived
waste on land in Scotland.

03/10/01 The Transport and the Environment Committee
considered a paper by the Reporter, Andy Kerr, on the next
steps on this petition. The Committee noted the evidence
received by the Committee during the summer, and agreed to
seek further written evidence from the petitioners and SEPA
to elicit their responses to the Executive’s submission to the
Committee. The Committee also agreed to mandate the
Reporter to begin drafting a Report on the issues raised by
the petition.
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE375 Petition by Mrs Elaine Crawford calling for the
Scottish Parliament to carry out a review of
criminal injuries compensation procedure and
policy, and a review of sentencing policy on
violent crime.

25/09/01 The Justice 1 Committee agreed to consider the
issue of sentencing policy once the outcome of its current
research study on attitudes to sentences was known, and to
write to the Public Petitions Committee to ask the Committee
to contact Victim Support Scotland to inquire whether this
organisation is content that recent improvements instigated
by both the Home Office and the Criminal Injuries
Compensation Authority (CICA) are sufficient.

PE393 Petition by Mr John A MacPherson calling for
the Scottish Parliament to consider its view
that the Killin area should be included within
the proposed boundaries of the Loch Lomond
and Trossachs National Park.

02/101/01 The Rural Development Committee continued
consideration of this item to hear evidence from Executive
Officials and thereafter agreed to write to the Minister for the
Environment and Rural Development supporting the terms of
the petition.


