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Agenda

Public Petitions Committee
11th Meeting, 2001

Tuesday 2 October 2001

The Committee will meet at 11.00 am in Committee Room 1.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/01/11/1).

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/01/11/2).

3. Inadmissible Petitions: The Committee will be invited to agree the recommendations contained
in the paper on inadmissible petitions. (Paper PE/01/11/3)

4. Annual Report: The Committee will consider a draft Annual Report for the Parliamentary Year
May 2000 – May 2001.

5. Convener’s Report.
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NEW PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

PE392 Petition by Mr Thomas Buchanan calling for the Scottish Parliament to
undertake a review of Compulsory Purchase Order procedures to ensure all aspects
are compliant with the European Convention of Human Rights.

PE396 Petition by Mr Nick Fletcher calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to ensure that the citizens of Scotland have access to free and
independent advice services.

PE398 Petition by Ms Helen McDade calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Executive to carry out a Strategic Needs Review Assessment on M.E.
(Myalgic Encephalomyelitis) and C.F.S. (Chronic Fatigue Syndrome), and to take a
range of other steps in relation to the treatment of, and research into these
conditions.

PE382 Petition by Mr Thomas Howe calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to give the unborn child recognition in Scottish civil law.

PE394 Petition by Mr James Alexander Mackie on behalf of Forth Fishery
Conservation Trust calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to
ensure that petition PE238 on fishery conservation is separated from petition PE96
and is investigated in its own right.

PE395 Petition by C Cotchin calling for the Scottish Parliament to examine the
existing local authority planning and environmental regulations with a view to
amendment so that people already living next to low use commercial premises are
given protection from incoming companies who cause a subsequent increase in
intensity of use.

PE397 Petition by Ms Nina Ibbs calling for the Scottish Parliament to ensure that the
Protection of Wild Mammals Bill is given adequate parliamentary time.
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CURRENT PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

(A) PE372 and PE384 on the Less Favoured Area Support Scheme

The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive Environment and Rural
Affairs Department (SERAD) and from the Conference des Regions Peripheriques Maritimes
d’Europe (CRPM) in relation to these two petitions.

(B) PE375 on review of criminal injuries compensation procedure

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to this petition.
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Changes to the Progress of Petitions since last meeting 11/09/01

PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE45  Petition by West of Scotland Haemophilia
Group calling for the Scottish Parliament to
hold an independent inquiry into hepatitis C
and other infections of people with
haemophilia.

12/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to consider a draft report at a later date.
19/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered a draft report. A revised draft report will be
considered at the next meeting.

PE59 Petition by Frank Harvey calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take certain steps to
improve passenger safety on public transport
in Scotland.

5/9/01 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to
write to the Scottish Executive to request further information
on how overcrowding on trains is defined and monitored
under the current train franchising arrangements, and to
confirm that it is currently legal for dogs to be taken on public
transport provided they are not dangerous.

 PE96  Petition by Mr Allan Berry calling for the
Scottish Parliament to hold an independent
and public inquiry into the adverse
environmental effects of sea cage fish
farming, and the regulatory failure to both
recognise and prevent significant damage to
our natural heritage, the environment and
other interests dependent on the integrity of
our Scottish coastal waters.

05/09/01 The Transport and the Environment Committee
considered a paper from the reporters along with a paper
outlining options for further consideration of this issue. The
Committee agreed to give further consideration to the petition
and further agreed that there would merit in an approach
which involved: (a) instituting a ‘rolling’ or ‘staged’ inquiry
where issues would be examined on an on-going basis in
order to link in with work being taken forward by other bodies
such as the Aquaculture Forum and the Executive; (b) the
appointment of a research co-ordinator with a scientific
background to take an overview of the Executive’s research
and other work, including identifying any gaps in the research
programme; (c) synchronising the timing of the Committee’s
work with the introduction of the Executive’s proposed Water
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

Environment Bill; and (d) continuing the appointment of
Committee reporters on the petition. The Committee agreed
to consider, at an early opportunity, a paper setting out in
more detail how such an approach would be achieved in
practice.
19/09/01 The Transport and the Environment Committee
agreed to continue the appointment of reporters on the
petition and further agreed that Maureen Macmillan MSP
should replace Bristow Muldoon MSP as a reporter and that
Robin Harper MSP should continue to act as a reporter. The
Committee also approved the programme of visits referred to
in the paper. The Committee agreed in principle to hold a
rolling inquiry, and that the inquiry should use the phased
approach to evidence taking and committee reporting outlined
in the paper. The Committee agreed the remit of the inquiry
as set out in the paper, subject to certain specific changes,
and agreed to issue a call for written evidence based upon
this remit. The Committee agreed to pursue the creation of a
post of research co-ordinator and to write to the Scottish
Executive to request that it arranges for the appointment of
this person. The Committee agreed to appoint an adviser on
the inquiry, but to defer further consideration of the adviser’s
role until a response has been received from the Executive
regarding the post of research co-ordinator.

PE113 Petition calling for the Scottish Parliament to
consider ways of re-instating a railway into
and through the Borders, by way of a debate
in the Parliament and by consideration by its
committees.

5/9/01 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to
conclude consideration of the petition, but noted that it would
continue to take an interest in the Scottish Executive’s
strategic transport investment priorities, and that it was open
to the Committee to return to the specific issue of the Borders



PE/01/10/02

4

PE
No:
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Railway in response to further developments. The Committee
further agreed that it would write to the Executive to confirm
its ongoing interest in these issues.

PE123  Petition by The Scottish Warm Homes
Campaign calling for the Scottish Parliament
to identify, discuss and seek to implement
measures which would eradicate fuel poverty
as a matter of urgency.

19/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to consider a draft report at the next meeting.

PE145  Petition by Mr William P Welsh calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take a range of actions
with regard to medical conditions arising from
vaccinations.

19/09/01The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to seek clarification on whether the Scottish Executive’s
response to the Convener’s letter adequately addressed
issues raised by the Committee.

PE178 Petition by Scottish members of the British
Aggregates Association calling for the
Scottish Parliament to investigate the
implications for the Scottish economy of the
aggregates tax and to make representations
as appropriate to the Westminster Parliament.

5/9/01 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to
conclude consideration of the petition, but agreed to write to
the Scottish Executive to request further information on the
potential environmental impact of the implementation of the
aggregates tax, particularly that the Executive produce a
‘model’ of the possible environmental impact of the closure of
small quarries.

PE185  Petition by Mr Thomas McKissock calling for
the Scottish Parliament take the necessary
steps to establish a scheme of compensation
to assist people in Scotland who have
contracted hepatitis C infection as a
consequence of infected blood transfusions.

12/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to consider a draft report at a later date.
19/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered a draft report. A revised draft report will be
considered at the next meeting.
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No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE223  Petition by Mr and Mrs A. McQuire calling for
the Scottish Parliament to ensure that Multiple
Sclerosis sufferers in Lothian are not denied
to opportunity to be prescribed Beta
Interferon.

 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed to
obtain a copy of the National Institute for Clinical Excellence’s
consultation paper and to reconsider the petition once NICE’s
report is published

PE227  Petition by Alistair MacDonald calling for the
Scottish Parliament to approve a thorough
investigation into the actions of the public
agencies and National Trust for Scotland as
architects of the current proposals and
policies of Glencoe, in particular looking at
public consultation and the future role of the
National Trust of Scotland as a landowner.

11/09/01 The Rural Development Committee agreed to note
the petition and to take forward issues arising in the context of
other business.

PE233 Petition by Technology Teachers Association
calling for the Scottish Parliament to advance
Technical/Technology Education within
Scottish Secondary Schools as a national
priority.

4/9/01 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee agreed
to seek the views of the Minister on the supporting papers
and survey from the petitioners and to invite the Minister to
give evidence to the Committee.

PE246 Petition by Kildalton and Oa Community
Council, Kilarrow and Kilmeny Community
Council and the Kilchoman and Partnahaven
Community Council, Councillors J Findlay
and R Currie calling for the Scottish
Parliament to request Scottish Natural
Heritage, the Scottish Executive and the
Scottish Minister, as appropriate not to
proceed with the designation of the South-

11/09/01 The European Committee agreed that in the light of
the Scottish Executive’s letter outlining the reasons for
designation in advance of any deliberations from them, no
further action could be taken in respect of this Petition.
However, it was agreed that a letter be written to the
Convener of the Public Petitions Committee noting the
Committee’s concerns in relation to processes for
consideration of petitions.
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East Islay Skerries Special Area of
Conservation.

PE247 Petition by the Epilepsy Association of
Scotland calling for the Scottish Parliament to
ensure there are coordinated health and
social services that will benefit the 30,000
people in Scotland with epilepsy.

19/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to await clarification from the Executive as to the provision of
services to epilepsy sufferers in the light of the Performance
Assessment Framework.

PE283 Petition by Geraldine MacDonald on behalf of
the Scottish Organisation Relating to the
Retention of Organs (SORRO) calling for the
Scottish Parliament to initiate a public inquiry
into the practice of organ retention at post-
mortem without the appropriate parental
consent.

19/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to appoint Dr Richard Simpson as Reporter on organ
transplantation and donation. A report will be considered at a
later date.

PE320 Petition by John Watson on behalf of World
Development Movement (WDM) Scotland
calling for the Health and Community Care
Committee of the Scottish Parliament to
examine the possible implications for health
policy in Scotland of the World Trade
Organisation's liberalisation of trade in
services.

 19/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee
agreed to consider a draft report at the next meeting.

PE324  Petition by Ms Kay Reid calling for the
Scottish Parliament to call for a Fatal Accident
Inquiry into the sudden death of Dwayne Hood
at Ayr Hospital on 9 June 2000 and request
that the Scottish Executive institute a Right of
Appeal to the Lord Advocate where a Fatal
Accident Inquiry has been ruled out.

12/09/01 The Justice 2 Committee considered written
evidence received and agreed to write to the Lord Advocate
asking him to ensure that Procurators Fiscal kept next of kin
as well as informed as possible of the reasons for decisions in
relation to FAIs.
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PE333 Petition by Mr Charles Douglas on behalf of
the Humanist Society of Scotland calling for
the Scottish Parliament to amend sections 8,
9, 14 and 15 of the Marriage (Scotland) Act
1977, to give Humanist and other secular
marriage ceremonies the same legal status as
religious ceremonies.

12/09/01 The Justice 2 Committee considered written
evidence received and noted that the Minister for Justice was
prepared to review the position when the proposed Marriage
(Scotland) Bill had been enacted and operational for a
suitable period.

PE334 Petition by Mr Tony Southall on behalf of the
Scottish Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament
calling for the Scottish Parliament to ask the
Scottish Executive to initiate a review of
Emergency Planning measures for nuclear
submarine accidents in Scotland to ensure
there is adequate protection for the local
population and the environment.

5/9/01 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed
that the Clerk should notify the Public Petitions Committee
that the petitioner’s request is not within the remit of the
Transport and the Environment Committee and that
consequently the petition should be referred to the
appropriate Justice Committee.

PE346 Petition by Mr Lawrence Fitzpatrick on behalf
of Scotland Opposing Opencast calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take various steps to
protect local communities and the
environment from the adverse effects of
opencast coal mining in Scotland.

5/9/01 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to
defer further consideration of the petition until the Public
Petitions Committee had agreed a course of action with
regard to Petition PE 369, by the Confederation of UK Coal
Producers. In the meantime, the Committee agreed to write to
the Scottish Executive, requesting further information on the
issue of planning authorities charging fees to cover the cost of
monitoring and enforcing mineral permissions, as raised by
the Petitioners in a submission to the Public Petitions
Committee. The Committee also agreed to seek information
from the Executive on how effectively National Planning
Policy Guidance 16 (‘Opencast Coal and Related Minerals’)
has met its objectives.
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PE354 Petition by Councillor Charles Kennedy
calling for the Scottish Parliament to take a
view on the proposals to remove acute
medical and surgical services at Stobhill
General Hospital, and take whatever further
action is appropriate.

19/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee noted
the petition.

PE356 Petition by Mr Hendry Williams on behalf of
Troqueer Homeowners Committee calling for
the Scottish Parliament to establish the
mechanism and appropriate forum for the
resolution of disputes between local
authorities and home owners of former local
authority homes as a matter of urgency.

 11/09/01 The Local Government Committee noted the issues
surrounding common repairs and agreed to write to the Public
Petitions Committee suggesting that the Social Justice
Committee take into account the general matter of issues
associated with repairs to former local authority homes,
particularly in situations where some homes have been sold
to tenants and others remain in the ownership of the local
authority, when considering the report of the Housing
Improvement Task Force. The Committee further agreed to
authorise the Clerk to write to the Petitioner advising of the
action taken.

PE357 Petition by Mr Douglas Paterson, Chief
Executive of Aberdeen City Council, calling
for the Scottish Parliament to support calls
for the necessary investment in the transport
infrastructure in the Aberdeen area to be
provided as a matter of urgency.

5/9/01 The Transport and Environment Committee reiterated
its intention to take evidence from the Aberdeen and
Aberdeenshire Local Economic Forum (formerly known as the
North East Scotland Economic Development Partnership),
and agreed that this meeting would take place in Aberdeen,
and that the Clerk would inform the Committee if this was
impracticable.

PE365 Petition by Mr Iain MacSween on behalf of the
Scottish Fishermen’s Organisation Limited,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to review
Fixed Quota Allocations which incorporate the

11/09/01 The European Committee noted that no response
had been made by the petitioner to the inquiry the Clerk made
to him in June 2001 seeking more information. The
Committee agreed no further action could be taken until a
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track records of fishing vessels with a view to
ascertaining with whom the property rights to
Scotland’s fish stocks lie, and take
appropriate action to ensure that the fish
stocks that are currently under the jurisdiction
of the Scottish Parliament are not sold to
owners whose main place of business is
outwith the UK.

satisfactory response was received.

PE367  Petition by Mr Mr Eric Drummond calling for
the Scottish Parliament to ensure that
adequate and equal services for the diagnosis
and treatment of those suffering from sleep
apnoea are available throughout Scotland.

 19/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee noted
the petition.

PE369 Petition by Mr Brian J Rostron on behalf of
Confederation of UK Coal Producers calling
for the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Executive to take steps to guarantee:
(a) that exploitable coal deposits are accorded
positive policies within development plans;
(b) that opencast coal development is
considered within the planning system like
any other development proposal; (c) that the
strategic need for coal is recognised in the
determination of opencast coal applications,
and (d) that energy, from a Scottish
employment business and economic
perspective, is recognised as an important
consideration in government development
planning and guidance.

11/09/01 The European Committee agreed to note this
petition and take no further action, and that the Transport and
Environment Committee would be the most appropriate
Committee to deal with this issue.
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PE370 Petition by Ms Lydia Reid on behalf of
Scottish Parents for a Public Enquiry into
Organ Retention calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to
ensure that a full public inquiry, chaired by an
eminent member of the judiciary, is carried
out into the issue of organ retention to ensure
that the illegal removal and storage of tissue
and organs will not be repeated; and to
examine the role and power held by the
Procurator Fiscal to order a post mortem.

19/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to notify the petition to the Executive review group chaired by
Professor McLean, clarify when the group would be reporting,
and await the publication of the group’s report.

PE372  Petition by Mr Robert Epps calling for the
Scottish Parliament to ensure that a revised
Less Favoured Area Support Scheme be
introduced by 2002, giving priority to those
farming in the most severely disadvantaged
areas of Scotland.

11/09/01 The European Committee agreed to note this
petition and take no further action, and that the Rural
Development Committee would be the most appropiate
Committee to deal with this issue.

PE374 Petition by Dr Steve Gilbert calling for the
Scottish Parliament to act urgently to
investigate and redress the under funding of
Chronic Pain Management Services, to debate
the matter in Parliament and to urge the
Minister for Health and Community Care and
Health Boards to move chronic pain up the
health agenda.

19/09/01The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to await the Scottish Executive’s second response to the
Petitions Committee and also to write to the Scottish
Executive seeking clarification on certain points related to the
petition.

PE380 Petition by Mr David Macnab on behalf of the
East of Scotland Supporters Association
calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) take

18/09/01 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee
agreed that Mr Frank McAveety be appointed as a reporter on
this matter and sought a report at a later meeting.
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account of the recommendation made in the
5th Report 2000 of the European Committee
that Committees of the Parliament should
actively consider ways to promote fans’
participation in the decision making process
within senior Scottish football, and (b) request
that the Education, Culture and Sport
Committee initiate an inquiry into these
issues.

PE381 Petition by Mr Thomas Campbell on behalf of
TWGU and UNISON calling for the Scottish
Parliament to examine the Scottish
Ambulance Service’s proposals to close five
of its eight Scottish Operations rooms and to
satisfy itself that the implications of these
proposals will not detrimentally effect the
staff, the other emergency services and the
medical profession whom rely on the co-
operation of the ambulance service, and in
particular the level of service provided to the
general public.

19/09/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to note the petition and await the outcome of discussions
between the Scottish Executive and the Scottish Ambulance
Service. The Committee agreed to ask the petitioners for their
response to the outcome of those discussions.
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INADMISSIBLE PETITIONS

IP14 Petition by Mr Alan H McGuire on behalf of Lochgelly Community
Regeneration Forum, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary
steps to ensure that the Lochgelly sub Post Office is not relocated.

Issues relating to the Postal Service are reserved and therefore the Scottish
Parliament has no power to take the action the petitioners are requesting.
There are also commercial considerations involved in the location of sub post
offices, which again the Parliament would have no power to influence.  It is
recommended that the petitioners be advised that although the petition is
inadmissible, the Public Petitions Committee will pass it to the relevant UK
Government Minister for attention, and send a copy of this correspondence to
Post Office Counters Ltd for information.  It could also be suggested to the
petitioners that they could raise this matter with their local MP.

IP15 Petition by Ms Tricia Donegan calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to (a) increase fines for unlicensed drivers who cause injury
or death and (b) ensure that cars cannot be sold to drivers not holding a full
driving licence.

The provision of driving licenses and issues relating to driving offences are
reserved matters and therefore the Scottish Parliament has no power to take
the action the petitioner is requesting.  It is recommended that the petitioner
be advised that although the petition is inadmissible the Committee will pass it
to the relevant UK Government Department, asking officials to respond direct
to her on the issues raised.  It could also be suggested to the petitioner that
she could raise her concerns with her local MP.


