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Agenda

Public Petitions Committee
10th Meeting, 2001

Tuesday 11 September 2001

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 1.

1. New Member of the Committee:  The new member of the Committee will make a declaration of
interests.

2. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/01/10/1).

3. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/01/10/2).

4. Inadmissible Petitions: The Committee will be invited to agree the recommendations contained
in the paper on inadmissible petitions. (Paper PE/01/10/3)

5. Procedures Committee Inquiry into the application of Consultative Steering Group
principles in the Scottish Parliament: The Committee will consider a draft submission to the
Procedures Committee inquiry.

6. Convener’s Report.
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NEW PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

PE384 Petition by Mr Eddie Nicol, on behalf of those involved in the agricultural
industry in the Shetland Islands, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take measures
to redress the injustice of the current Less Favoured Area Support Scheme.

PE386 Petition by Mr Les Ward, on behalf of Advocates for Animals, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to initiate an independent public
inquiry into all aspects of the recent foot and mouth outbreak in Scotland, including
those relating to animal welfare.

PE387 Petition by Mr Stuart Housden, on behalf of RSPB Scotland, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to pass legislation, based on the Scottish Executive’s proposals
in The Nature of Scotland, to strengthen and extend the law protecting Scotland’s
wildlife.

PE383 Petition by Mr Ken Alstaff calling for the Scottish Parliament to order a
detailed examination of the potential benefits of relocating more civil service jobs
away from Edinburgh and Glasgow to the regions of Scotland, and to ask the
Scottish Executive to expedite the current proposals to relocate some public
agencies and departments.

PE385 Petition by Ms Fiona Henderson calling for the Scottish Parliament to
recognise Gaelic as the second national language of Scotland and, by ensuring
appropriate access, that Gaelic education does not become socially exclusive.

PE389 Petition by Mr Romano Petrucci calling for the Scottish Parliament to initiate a
review of the Provisions of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 1976 in order to permit
appeals against refusals by Licensing Boards to grant Regular Extensions of
Permitted Hours to be heard in the appropriate Sheriff Court.

PE390 Petition by Ms Deirdre Henderson calling for the Scottish Parliament to take a
range of steps to ensure that Higher Education is not and does not become elitist
and excludes potential students from outwith traditional backgrounds.

PE391 Petition by Mr Willie Scobie calling for the Scottish Parliament to consider a
range of issues in relation to the adequacy of existing housing legislation on
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providing protection to tenants who exercise their right to buy, and who subsequently
have repairs imposed on them by local authorities without their consent.

PE393 Petition by Killin Community Council calling for the Scottish Parliament to
consider its view that the Killin area should be included within the proposed
boundaries of the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park.
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CURRENT PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

(A) PE352 on use or misuse of doctors’ reports by lawyers in court actions
PE355 on local councillors’ interests in court actions

The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive, Family Mediation Scotland,
Children in Scotland and COSLA in relation to these petitions.

(B) PE362 on financial assistance for self-employed and small business people in Dumfries and
Galloway

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to this petition.

(C) PE366 on support for the CCIS Digital Inclusion Charter

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to this petition.

(D) PE367 on services for the diagnosis and treatment of those suffering from sleep apnoea

The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive, Lothian Health Board and
Greater Glasgow Health Board in relation to this petition.

(E) PE369 on opencast mining planning permissions

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to this petition.

(F) PE373 on the issue of summary warrants by Sheriffs to local authorities

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to this petition.

(G) PE374 on under-funding of chronic pain management services

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to this petition.

(H) PE376 on a proposal to amend the Protection of Animals (Scotland) Act 1912

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to this petition.

(I) PE377 on toxic dumping, cattle incineration and other polluting activities

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Environment Protection Agency in
relation to this petition.
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(J) PE379 on financial support for farmers who have incurred high costs due to the foot and mouth
disease outbreak

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to this petition.

(K) PE381 on closure of ambulance operations rooms in Scotland

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Ambulance Service in relation to this
petition.

(L) The Committee will consider the progress of petitions since its last meeting on 19 June 2001.



Public Petitions Committee PE/01/10/02

3

Changes to the Progress of Petitions since last meeting 19/06/01

PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE8 The Scottish Homing Union on the impact of
the increasing numbers of birds of prey on the
sport of pigeon racing.

26/6/01 The Transport and Environment Committee
considered a report on the petition (and PE187) by the
Reporter, Maureen Macmillan MSP.
The Transport and Environment Committee recommended
that further research should be undertaken into the success
or otherwise of non-lethal and non-disruptive methods of
discouraging raptor predation of racing pigeons. The
Committee agreed that the working group established by
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and the SHU was the most
appropriate body to develop this research. The Committee
agreed to write to SNH and the SHU to recommend that any
research undertaken should (a) be supported by the SHU,
RSPB Scotland and other bodies with an interest in raptor
predation on pigeons; (b) reflect the distinctive experiences of
pigeon fanciers in Scotland; (c) take account of existing
research on deterrents to raptor attacks on pigeons; and (d)
be taken forward as a matter of urgency. The Committee
further agreed a number of changes to the report. The
Committee agreed to conclude consideration of the petition,
but noted that it would monitor, on an on-going basis, the
work undertaken by SNH and the SHU.

PE45 Petition by West of Scotland Haemophilia
Society calling for the Scottish Parliament to
hold an independent inquiry into hepatitis C
and other infections of people with
haemophilia.

27/6/01 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered the draft report and agreed to investigate key
issues further before concluding its report.
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE96 Petition by Mr Allan Berry calling for the
Scottish Parliament to hold an independent
and public inquiry into the adverse
environmental effects of sea cage fish
farming, and the regulatory failure to both
recognise and prevent significant damage to
our natural heritage, the environment and
other interests dependent on the integrity of
our Scottish coastal waters.

26/6/01 The Transport and Environment Committee took
evidence from Rhona Brankin, Deputy Minister for
Environment and Rural Development. The Committee
discussed the evidence taken under item 5 of petition PE96,
on Sea Cage Fish Farming and agreed to write to the
Executive to reiterate its request that the Executive establish
an independent public inquiry into the issue. The Committee
agreed to appoint Robin Harper and Bristow Muldoon as
reporters on the issue. It was agreed that the reporters would
monitor the progress being made by the Executive over the
summer recess in relation to the initiatives outlined in the
Minister’s evidence. It was further agreed that the Committee
would consider a paper on how to take forward consideration
of the issue immediately after the recess.

PE123 Petition by The Scottish Warm Homes
Campaign calling for the Scottish Parliament
to identify, discuss and seek to implement
measures which would eradicate fuel poverty
as a matter of urgency.

27/6/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to consider the draft report at a later meeting.

PE145 Petition by Mr William P Welsh calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take a range of actions
with regard to medical conditions arising from
vaccinations.

27/6/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to continue to await a response from the Scottish Executive
before considering this matter further. The Committee also
agreed to write to the Executive to raise the matter of late
responses to Committee reports.
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE185 Petition by Thomas McKissock calling for the
Scottish Parliament take the necessary steps
to establish a scheme of compensation to
assist people in Scotland who have
contracted hepatitis C infection as a
consequence of infected blood transfusions.

27/6/01 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered the draft report and agreed to investigate key
issues further before concluding its report.

PE187 Petition by the Scottish Gamekeepers
Association calling for the Scottish Parliament
to allow limited licensed culling of raptors
under the terms of the 1981 Wildlife and
Countryside Act in areas where local
populations have increased beyond normal
levels.

26/06/01 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed
to write to the Scottish Executive and SNH to request
clarification on various issues set out in the report, in order to
clarify whether the petitioner’s request was possible within the
current legal framework. The Committee agreed that the
nature of the SGA’s involvement in the production of the
report of the UK Raptor Working Group should be confirmed
and the report amended as necessary. The Committee
agreed to write to the Rural Development Committee to
inform that Committee of the action taken on the petitions.

PE217 Petition by Glenorchy and Innishail
Community Council calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take account of the workload
and general circumstances of a single General
Practitioner in the Parish of Glenorchy and
Innishail and appoint an additional part-time
partner.

27/6/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
the draft report.
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE223 Petition by Mr and Mrs A. McQuire calling for
the Scottish Parliament to ensure that Multiple
Sclerosis sufferers in Lothian are not denied
to opportunity to be prescribed Beta
Interferon.

27/6/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to write to the Scottish Executive to confirm the timetable for a
report on beta interferon by, the National Institute for Clinical
Excellence (NICE).

PE233 Petition by Technology Teachers Association
calling for the Scottish Parliament to advance
Technical/Technology Education within
Scottish Secondary Schools as a national
priority.

4/9/01 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee agreed
to seek the views of the Minister on the supporting papers
and survey from the petitioners and to invite the Minister to
give evidence to the Committee.

PE246 Petition by Kildalton and Oa Community
Council, Kilarrow and Kilmeny Community
Council and the Kilchoman and Partnahaven
Community Council, Councillors J Findlay
and R Currie calling for the Scottish
Parliament to request Scottish Natural
Heritage, the Scottish Executive and the
Scottish Minister, as appropriate not to
proceed with the designation of the South-
East Islay Skerries Special Area of
Conservation.

19/6/01 The European Committee agreed that no further
action be taken by them at this stage with respect to the
general principles of the petition and that the Public Petitions
Committee be instructed accordingly. However, John Home
Robertson MSP agreed to liaise with the Clerk to examine
how procedures in relation to such issues are handled and to
seek access to further information held within the Scottish
Executive and other agencies on the designation of this area.
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE247 Petition by Epilepsy Association of Scotland
calling for the Scottish Parliament to ensure
there are co-ordinated health and social
services that will benefit the 30,000 people in
Scotland with epilepsy.

27/6/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to write to the Scottish Executive to ask them what service
standards they intend to set in relation to epilepsy sufferers in
the context of their Performance Assessment Framework.

PE279 Petition by Ms Anne Macdonald on behalf of
the Kirkcaldy Area Abuse Survivors’ Project
calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Executive to recognise the
requirement for a central fund, allowing the
establishment of a network of agencies to
provide national support to adult survivors of
childhood sexual abuse, and which will offer
security of funding to existing services.

27/6/01 The Health and Community Care Committee noted
and agreed to take no further action on the petition, which had
been referred by the Public Petitions Committee for
information.

PE283 Petition by Geraldine MacDonald on behalf of
the Scottish Organisation Relating to the
Retention of Organs (SORRO) calling for the
Scottish Parliament to initiate a public inquiry
into the practice of organ retention at post-
mortem without the appropriate parental
consent.

27/6/01 The Health and Community Care Committee had
requested reactions to the Executive’s initial report.
Responses are still awaited. The Committee agreed to
continue the item.

PE336 Petition by Mr Frank Maguire of Thompsons
Solicitors and Solicitor Advocates, on behalf
of Clydeside Action on Asbestos, calling for
the Scottish Parliament’s Justice Committees
to initiate a review of the powers and
procedures of the Court of Session in
handling cases involving victims of asbestos

26/6/01 The Justice 2 Committee considered written evidence
and agreed to invite further written evidence from the
petitioner, the Lord President and the Minister for Justice.
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

poisoning, to ensure that the real issues
between the parties involved are properly
identified; that delay is minimised; and that
interim payments and jury trials are made
available to victims.

PE342 Petition by Mr Neil Kay calling for the Scottish
Parliament to (a) consider framing national
guidelines for school closures that are at least
as fair and comprehensive as those adopted
in England, and (b) ask councils to consider
deferring decisions on any school closures
until these new guidelines have been
established.

27/6/01 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee
discussed draft COSLA guidelines and agreed to establish a
formal contact link with COSLA's Education Committee. This
item will be discussed further at the next Committee meeting
on 4 September 2001.

PE346 Petition by Mr Lawrence Fitzpatrick on behalf
of Scotland Opposing Opencast calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take various steps to
protect local communities and the
environment from the adverse effects of
opencast coal mining in Scotland.

5/9/01 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to
defer consideration until the PPC agreed action on PE369.

PE354 Petition by Councillor Charles Kennedy
calling for the Scottish Parliament to take a
view on the proposals to remove acute
medical and surgical services at Stobhill
General Hospital, and take whatever further
action is appropriate.

27/6/01 The Health and Community Care Committee noted
the petition, which had been referred by the Public Petitions
Committee for information and agreed that it wished to be
kept informed of progress in this matter.
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE365 Petition by Mr Iain MacSween on behalf of the
Scottish Fishermen’s Organisation Limited,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to review
Fixed Quota Allocations which incorporate the
track records of fishing vessels with a view to
ascertaining with whom the property rights to
Scotland’s fish stocks lie, and take
appropriate action to ensure that the fish
stocks that are currently under the jurisdiction
of the Scottish Parliament are not sold to
owners whose main place of business is
outwith the UK.

19/6/01 The European Committee noted this petition. The
Committee deferred discussion on the Petition until the
information sought by the Public Petitions Committee from the
Scottish Executive had been received and agreed to ask for a
definition of "property rights" as outlined in the petition.

PE367 Petition by Mr Eric Drummond calling for the
Scottish Parliament to ensure that adequate
and equal services for the diagnosis and
treatment of those suffering from sleep
apnoea are available throughout Scotland.

27/6/01 The Health and Community Care Committee noted
the petition and agreed to pass its concerns regarding the
present system for funding for small disease groups to the
Public Petitions Committee, which had been referred by the
Public Petitions Committee for information.
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INADMISSIBLE PETITIONS

IP11 Withdrawn – re-submitted in admissible format (PE391).

IP12 Petition by Mr Stanley Kerr calling for the Scottish Parliament to reject the
planning application to erect three mobile telephone masts on the lower roof
of the Odeon Cinema, Edinburgh, which is a category 2 listed building, on the
basis that such a development has health implications for residents living
close-by.

It is recommended that the petitioners be advised that their petition is
inadmissible on the grounds that the Scottish Parliament cannot interfere with
or overturn the executive decisions of local authorities in relation to planning
applications.  It is, however, suggested that the petitioner should be informed
that new regulations have recently come into force which increases planning
controls in relation to telephone masts.  They could also be advised to contact
their local authority for advice on whether the new regulations will affect the
application that is causing them concern.  Although the regulations are
currently in force, they have not completed their Parliamentary procedure and
the lead Committee has yet to consider them.  This consideration begins on
12th September 2001.

IP13 Petition by Mrs P Hefferman on behalf of the Blairbeth Community Action
Group calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge South Lanarkshire Council to
construct the Cathkin By-pass road immediately in order to reduce the
volume, speed and noise of traffic on the Blairbeth Road area, Rutherglen.

It is recommended that the petitioners be advised that their petition is
inadmissible on the grounds that the Scottish Parliament cannot interfere with
matters for which local authorities in Scotland have executive responsibility.  It
is further recommended that due to the high level of local interest in this issue
the petition should be brought to the attention of South Lanarkshire Council.    


