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Agenda

Public Petitions Committee
8th Meeting, 2001

Tuesday 22 May 2001

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in The Hub.

1. PE354 Removal of acute medical and surgical services at Stobhill General Hospital: The
Committee will take evidence from –

Mr Chris Spry - Chief Executive, Greater Glasgow Health Board
Ms Maggie Boyle – Chief Executive, North Glasgow University Hospitals NHS Trust

2. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/01/08/1).

3. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/01/08/2).

4. Convener’s Report .



PE/01/08/1

Public Petitions Committee
8th Meeting, 2001

Tuesday 22 May 2001

NEW PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

PE365 Petition by Mr Iain MacSween on behalf of the Scottish Fishermen’s
Organisation Limited, calling for the Scottish Parliament to review Fixed Quota
Allocations which incorporate the track records of fishing vessels with a view to
ascertaining with whom the property rights to Scotland’s fish stocks lie, and take
appropriate action to ensure that the fish stocks that are currently under the
jurisdiction of the Scottish Parliament are not sold to owners whose main place of
business is outwith the UK.

PE367 Petition by Mr Eric Drummond calling for the Scottish Parliament to ensure
that adequate and equal services for the diagnosis and treatment of those suffering
from sleep apnoea are available throughout Scotland.

PE363 Petition by Mr Stan Gregory calling for the Scottish Parliament to appoint
independent consultants to examine and propose changes to the structure and
operation of Scottish Councils with a view to improving efficiency.

PE366 Petition by Mr Andy McDonald on behalf of the Craigmillar Community
Information Service, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive
to support the CCIS Digital Inclusion Charter and to take a range of steps to tackle
the problem of the digital divide.



PE/01/08/2

1

Public Petitions Committee
8th Meeting, 2001

Tuesday 22 May 2001

CURRENT PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

(A) PE302 on Private Hire Cars in Glasgow

The Committee will consider a response from Glasgow City Council in relation to this petition.

(B) PE334 on a Review of Emergency Planning Measures for Nuclear Submarine Accidents

The Committee will consider responses from Argyll and Bute Council, Nuclear Free Local
Authorities (Scotland), Scottish CND (the petitioners) in relation to this petition.

(C) PE341 on Abolition of mandatory unit assessments in Scottish schools

The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to this petition.

(D) PE346 on Opencast Mining

The Committee will consider a response from the petitioner in relation to this petition.

(E) The Committee will consider the progress of petitions since its last meeting on 8 May 2001.
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Changes to the Progress of Petitions since last meeting 8/05/01

PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE96 Petition by Mr Allan Berry calling for the
Scottish Parliament to hold an independent
and public inquiry into the adverse
environmental effects of sea cage fish
farming, and the regulatory failure to both
recognise and prevent significant damage to
our natural heritage, the environment and
other interests dependent on the integrity of
our Scottish coastal waters.

9/5/01 The Transport and Environment Committee considered
a letter from the Minister for Environment and Rural
Development. The Committee agreed that the Transport and
Environment Committee Convener should consult with the
Convener of the Rural Development Committee, with a view
to taking evidence on the issue from the Minister for the
Environment and Rural Development.

PE227 Petition by Alistair MacDonald calling for the
Scottish Parliament to approve an
investigation into the actions of the public
agencies and National Trust for Scotland as
architects of the current proposals and
policies of Glencoe, in particular looking at
public consultation and the future role of the
National Trust of Scotland as a landowner.

2/5/01 The Justice The Committee took evidence from—
Kirsty Macleod on behalf of the petitioners, and
Fergus Ewing MSP.
The Committee agreed to note the petition, and to include it if
appropriate in its consideration of the proposed Land Reform
Bill. Phil Gallie and Michael Matheson declared an interest in
the National Trust for Scotland.

PE246 Petition by Kildalton and Oa Community
Council, Kilarrow and Kilmeny Community
Council and the Kilchoman and Partnahaven
Community Council, Councillors J Findlay
and R Currie calling for the Scottish
Parliament to request Scottish Natural
Heritage, the Scottish Executive and the
Scottish Minister, as appropriate not to
proceed with the designation of the South-
East Islay Skerries Special Area of
Conservation.

8/5/01 The European Committee considered the contents of
the petition and tasked the Clerk with seeking further
information on this issue to enable more detailed
consideration at a future meeting
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE324 Petition by Ms Kay Reid calling for the
Scottish Parliament to call for a Fatal Accident
Inquiry into the sudden death of Dwayne Hood
at Ayr Hospital on 9 June 2000 and request
that the Scottish Executive institute a Right of
Appeal to the Lord Advocate where a Fatal
Accident Inquiry has been ruled out.

9/5/01 The Justice 2 Committee agreed to invite written
evidence on the issues raised in the petition from the Law
Society of Scotland and the Scottish Law Commission.

PE336 Petition by Mr Frank Maguire of Thompsons
Solicitors and Solicitor Advocates, on behalf
of Clydeside Action on Asbestos, calling for
the Scottish Parliament’s Justice Committees
to initiate a review of the powers and
procedures of the Court of Session in
handling cases involving victims of asbestos
poisoning, to ensure that the real issues
between the parties involved are properly
identified; that delay is minimised; and that
interim payments and jury trials are made
available to victims.

15/5/01 The Justice 2 Committee agreed to write to the Lord
President, asking him the timescales involved in the
consideration of the Report by the Working Party on Court of
Session Procedure, and to invite comments on the issues
raised in the petition from the Lord President, the Scottish
Law Commission and the Scottish Legal Action Group.

PE342 Petition by Mr Neil Kay calling for the Scottish
Parliament to (a) consider framing national
guidelines for school closures that are at
least as fair and comprehensive as those
adopted in England, and (b) ask councils to
consider deferring decisions on any school
closures until these new guidelines have
been established.

1/5/01 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee
discussed and agreed to defer this petition until a further
report from Cathy Peattie is presented to the Committee
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