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Agenda
Public Petitions Committee

Tuesday 24 April 2001
6th Meeting, 2001

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 1

1. Declaration of Interests: The Committee will invite new members to declare any relevant
interests.

2. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/01/05/1).

3. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/01/05/2).

4. Inadmissible Petitions: The Committee will be invited to agree the recommendations contained
in the paper on inadmissible petitions. (Paper PE/01/05/3)

5. Convener’s Report.
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NEW PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

PE352 Petition by Mr Duncan Shields calling for the Scottish Parliament to examine,
in the light of the Shipman Enquiry, the use or misuse of doctors reports by lawyers
in court actions.

PE355 Petition by Mr Duncan Shields calling for the Scottish Parliament to examine
the regulations regarding local councillors' interests and the use of council
department reports in court actions which may be biased in favour of clients of legal
firms in which councillors may be partners.

PE354 Petition by Councillor Charles Kennedy calling for the Scottish Parliament to
take a view on the proposals to remove acute medical and surgical services at
Stobhill General Hospital, and take whatever further action is appropriate.

PE356 Petition by Mr Hendry Williams on behalf of Troqueer Homeowners
Committee, calling for the Scottish Parliament to establish the mechanism and
appropriate forum for the resolution of disputes between local authorities and home
owners of former local authority homes as a matter of urgency.

PE351 Petition by Dr D H S Reid calling for the Scottish Parliament to initiate an
inquiry into the handling of complaints made to the Local Government Ombudsman
regarding local authorities.

PE353 Petition by Mr Tom Pitcairn on behalf of the Tarff Valley Heritage Group,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) urge the Scottish Executive to call in for
scrutiny the planning consent given for a meat processing factory on the outskirts of
Ringford, and (b) initiate steps towards changing the law which prevents community
groups from appealing to the Secretary of State in relation to planning cases.
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CURRENT PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

(A) PE208 on Car Parking Charges in Melrose

The Committee will consider a response from Scottish Borders Council in relation to this petition.

(B) PE243 on NoSWA Water Charge Increases

(C) PE248 on Passing Places

(D) PE259 on Telecommunications Masts

(E) PE325 on Funding for the Stafford Centre

(F) PE326 on the Return of the Stone of Scone to the Community of Scone

(G) PE328 on the Review of Water and Sewerage Charges

(H) PE329 on Amendment of Licensing Legislation

(I) PE335 on Implementation of the Report of the Royal Commission on Long Term Care for the Elderly

(J) PE340 on Legislation to protect those who own property on rented land

The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive in relation to the above
petitions.

(K) PE343 on Review of Contract Law

The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive and the Law Society of
Scotland in relation to this petition.

(L) PE350 on Fishing in the Moray Firth

The Committee will consider a response from Scottish Natural Heritage in relation to this petition.

(M) The Committee will consider the progress of petitions since its last meeting on
27 March 2001.



Public Petitions Committee PE/01/06/2

2

Changes to the Progress of Petitions since last meeting 27/03/01

PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE145 Petition by Mr William P Welsh calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take a range of actions
with regard to medical conditions arising
from vaccinations.

28/3/01 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
its final conclusions and recommendations and agreed to
publish its conclusions and recommendations in advance of
its Report. Richard Simpson made the following statement: "I
wish to make it plain that to the best of my knowledge I do not
have, and have not had, any registrable interest in any
company involved in the production and marketing of MMR
vaccines".

PE265 Petition by George McAulay on behalf of U. K.
Men's Movement calling for the Scottish
Parliament to: a) protect innocent men
against false rape allegations through
anonymity when accused; b) introduce a new
crime of False Rape Allegation; c) create a
register of False Rape Accusers and d)
publish annually a study of all rape cases
including false rape allegations.

27/3/01 The Justice 1 Committee considered responses by
George McAulay on behalf of the UK Men’s Movement, and
agreed to request evidence from the Minister for Justice on
the issue of anonymity of the accused in rape and sexual
offences trials when he next appears before the Committee.

PE295

PE323

Petition by Mr A I Murray on behalf of the
Silverknowes Residents’ Action Group calling
for the Scottish Parliament to urge the City of
Edinburgh Council to review its plans for the
relocation of the football pitch on
Silverknowes Green and to ensure that future
planning applications allow sufficient
opportunities for interested parties to voice
their concerns.

4/4/01 The Transport and Environment Committee noted that,
in referring the petitions to the Committee, the Public Petitions
Committee had indicated that the Transport and the
Environment Committee had agreed to hold an inquiry into
planning law. The Committee agreed to write to the Public
Petitions Committee explaining that it had not in fact agreed
to hold such an inquiry, but that it was open to members to
revisit the issue of planning law and, in particular, third party
planning appeals, in the future. The Committee noted that it
would be inappropriate to take further action on this issue
until the resolution of the on-going court case of County
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

Petition by Mr M R Watkin calling for the
Scottish Parliament to change current
legislation in such a way as to give equal
rights to both developers and objectors to
developments and to take appropriate action
to prevent any development at 8a Montague
Street, Dundee.

Properties Limited v The Scottish Ministers. The Committee
also agreed to ask the Public Petitions Committee if it would
be possible in future for the information accompanying
petitions relating to planning applications to be more explicit
about the status of the application.
The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to
conclude consideration of the petitions by writing to the
petitioners to indicate that it will take into account the issues
raised by the petitions in any inquiry into planning it may
undertake. The Committee also agreed to circulate to the
petitioners a letter received from the Minister for the
Environment, Sport and Culture on third party planning
appeals and a letter from the Executive on future work
relating to consultation and community involvement in
planning decisions.
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INADMISSIBLE PETITIONS

IP8 Petition by Mrs Mary-Ann Cook calling for the Scottish Parliament to instruct
One2One to remove the mobile phone mast located on Broom Road in
Kirkcaldy, Fife.

It is not possible for the Scottish Parliament to take the action requested in the
petition. It is therefore recommended that the petitioner be advised that the
petition is inadmissible and that no further action be taken.

Steve Farrell
Clerk to the Committee


