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The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in Committee Room 2

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions (Paper PE/00/10/1)

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions (Paper PE/00/10/2)

3. Convener's Report
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Public Petitions Committee
10th Meeting

Tuesday 6 June 2000

PETITIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

PE205 Petition by Fred and Maureen Collie calling for the Scottish Parliament to
review and increase the minimum sentence for convictions of murder; that sentences
for other crimes committed during a more serious offence be consecutive and that
parole boards consider all information including previous offences and submissions
from victims and relatives.

PE213 Petition by Ms I Silavi calling for the Scottish Parliament to examine the
possibility of establishing a post of commissioner for the rights of disabled children.

PE206 Petition by Mr Steven Birrell calling for the Scottish Parliament to ascertain
the feasibility of a permanent webcast facility covering the proceedings of the
Chamber and non-private Committee meetings once the Parliament returns to
Edinburgh.

PE207 Petition by Mr Gordon Clyde Ford on behalf of the Mearns Community
Council calling for the Scottish Parliament to introduce a more public friendly
planning system by granting objectors to a development exactly the same rights as
the developers.

PE208 Petition by Douglas Hardie on behalf of the Melrose Traders Association
calling for the Scottish Parliament to review all aspects of the proposed Parking
Charges in Melrose and urge the Scottish Borders Council and Historic Scotland to
rethink these proposals.

PE209 Petition by Age Concern Dundonald calling for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate the reasons for the termination of support for elderly care by South
Ayrshire Council and consider what implications this will have on future community
care demands.

PE210 Petition by Dunfermline Press Group calling for the Scottish Parliament to do
all in it's power to ensure that car parking charges at the Queen Margaret, Victoria
and Forth Park hospitals are not imposed.

PE211 Petition by Mr Andrew Gladstone calling for the Scottish Parliament not to
proceed with the Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Bill.

PE212 Petition by District Courts Association calling for the Scottish Parliament to
delete all proposals contained within the Bail, Judicial Appointments etc (Scotland)
Bill at Chapter 2, which deal with Justices of the Peace.

PE214 Petition by Mrs Anne Dundas on behalf of various patients, friends and
relatives of the Scottish Cardiac Transplant Unit calling for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate the current recruitment crisis in the Cardiac Transplant Unit at Glasgow
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Royal Infirmary and establish what action will be taken to re-establish the cardiac
transplant service as soon as possible.
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Public Petitions Committee
10th Meeting

Tuesday 6 June 2000

PROGRESS OF PETITIONS CONSIDERED BY COMMITTEE AT
PREVIOUS MEETINGS

PPC MEETING 31 AUGUST 1999

PE2 Ayrshire Chamber of Commerce on the upgrade of the A77 between
Fenwick and Newton Mearns to motorway standard.
31/6/99 Petition submitted
31/8/99 Petition considered by the Public Petitions Committee
6/9/99 Petition passed to the Transport and Environment Committee who
referred it to the Scottish Executive for consideration within the framework of
the Strategic Road Review (SSR). In their work programme the Transport and
Environment Committee noted their interest to make time to consider the
outcome of the SSR.
10/12/99 The A77 was included in the Strategic Road Review for upgrade.

PE3 Hospitalfield Residents Committee on rapeseed crushing in their area
and the effect of this activity on residents' health.
2/7/99 Petition submitted
31/8/99 Petition considered by the Public Petitions Committee
6/9/99 Petition passed to the Transport and Environment Committee who are
awaiting further information requested from SEPA (the Scottish Environmental
Protection Agency) and from Angus Council on the authorisation and planning
process to assist the Committee in their consideration. The consideration of
this petition is complicated as the company who is being petitioned against
are currently the subject of a police investigation. The Transport and
Environment Committee are in contact with the Scottish Parliament legal team
on this.
9/12/99 The Transport and Environment Committee are in contact with the
Scottish Parliament legal team on the petition and if the petition is not sub
judice, then it will be considered in the New Year.
26/1/00 Legal Advice from the Scottish Parliament is that further action should
not take place at present. The matter is not yet subjudice as no charges have
been brought but any investigation by the Transport and Environment
Committee may prejudice the matter.

PE8 The Scottish Homing Union on the impact of the increasing numbers of
birds of prey on the sport of pigeon racing.
27/7/99 Petition submitted
31/8/99 Petition considered by the Public Petitions Committee
6/9/99 Petition passed to the Transport and Environment and Rural Affairs
Committees who are both awaiting further information on pigeons specific
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issues from DETR Raptor Predation Research, due provisionally December
1999 and also a briefing paper from SPICe.
13/1/00 Transport and Environment Committee will discuss petition at their
meeting on 15 February 2000.
17/2/00 Rural Affairs Committee agreed to evidence being taken jointly with
Transport and Environment Committee and to hear further evidence from the
Report of the UK Raptor Working Group.
1/3/00 Transport and Environment Committee agreed to delay the petition
until the petitioners have time to comment on the Hawk and Owl Trust Report.

PPC MEETING 21 SEPTEMBER 1999

PE14 Carbeth Hutters’ Association calling for the introduction of legislation to
provide security of tenure and rights of access for those who own
property built on leased land.
8/9/99 Petition submitted
21/9/99 Petition considered by the Public Petitions Committee
22/9/99 Petition passed to the Justice and Home Affairs Committee who have
taken evidence from Carbeth Hutters' Association, Carbeth Estate and
Scottish Executive on 26 October 1999.
23/11/99 Justice and Home Affairs Committee took further evidence and are
currently considering their response.
16/2/00 Justice and Home Affairs Committee considered their summary of
evidence. This committee agreed its report should encourage the Scottish
Executive to include additional protection for hutters in legislation.
2/5/00 Report Published.
15/5/00 Committee agreed that this Report should be proposed by the
Convener as an item of Committee business for debate in Parliament.

PPC MEETING 2 NOVEMBER 1999

PE16 Petition from Jimmy Oswald calling for urgent action to reverse the
decline of the Capercaillie in Scotland.
30/9/99 Petition submitted
2/11/99 PPC agreed to pass petition to the Transport and Environment
Committee for further consideration.
17/11/99 Transport and Environment Committee discussed petition and
agreed to write to the Scottish Executive and Scottish Natural Heritage for
more information. The Committee also agreed to write to petitioner to ask for
clarification on research quoted in petition.
9/12/99 The Transport and Environment Committee are awaiting responses
from Scottish Natural Heritage, the petitioner and the Scottish Executive.
2/2/00 The Transport and Environment Committee considered the information
received from the Scottish Executive and the petitioner and agreed to await
the outcome of the Scottish Executive research.

PE17 Petition from Western Isles Council on Skye Bridge discounting options
for Western Isles residents.
1/10/99 Petition submitted
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2/11/99 PPC agreed to pass petition to the Transport and Environment
Committee with a strong recommendation that the petition should be
forwarded to the Scottish Executive.
17/11/99 Petition considered by the Transport and Environment Committee
and referred to the Scottish Executive for response.
2/2/00 The Transport and Environment Committee considered the information
received from the Scottish Executive and agreed it was broadly content with
the response. However, the committee identified a need for further
clarification from the Scottish Executive on the issue of livestock exemptions
prior to concluding consideration of this petition.
31/5/00 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to send to the
petitioners the information it had received from the Scottish Executive on the
two petitions. The Committee also agreed to write to Highland and Islands
Enterprise and the Scottish Executive to seek additional information on the
issues raised by Skye and Kyle Against Tolls regarding haulage concessions.

PE21 Petition from Penicuik and District Community Council calling for a
concessionary bus fare scheme to be operated nationally by the
Scottish Executive.
21/10/99 Petition submitted
2/11/99 Committee agreed to pass petition to the Transport and Environment
Committee which is currently looking at this issue, and to pass a copy of the
petition to the Scottish Executive.
17/11/99 Transport and Environment Committee discussed petition and
agreed to pass to the Scottish Executive for a response. This committee will
discuss the wider question of concessionary fares later.
8/3/00 Transport and Environment Committee have taken evidence from the
Scottish Executive and have considered concessionary fares on the 15 March
2000. They will then respond to the petitioner.

PE22 Petition from the Island of Cumbrae Tourist Association outlining
concerns in relation to the fare structure of Caledonian MacBrayne for
the ferry to Cumbrae Island and calling for more detailed financial
information to be made available .
21/10/99 Petition submitted
2/11/99 Committee agreed to pass petition to the Transport and Environment
Committee which is currently looking at this issue, and to pass a copy of the
petition to the Scottish Executive.
17/11/99 Transport and Environment Committee discussed petition and
agreed to pass to the Scottish Executive for a response. This committee will
discuss the wider question of sea transport later.
18/1/00 Response received from Transport Minister.
2/2/00 The Transport and Environment Committee considered the Information
received from the Scottish Executive and agreed to pursue the initial request
as the response did not fully address the petitioners concerns.
15/2/00 PPC agreed to pass additional letter on this petition from Allan Wilson
MSP to Transport and Environment Committee.
31/5/00 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to send to the
petitioner the information it had received from the Scottish Executive on the
petition. The Committee also agreed to consider the issues raised by the
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petition in the context of the Committee’s consideration of the Executive’s
Transport Bill and any Committee consideration of the review of Caledonian
MacBrayne’s fares structure.

PE23 Petition by Save Wemyss Ancient Caves Society calling for action to be
taken to repair storm damage to the access of the caves.
26/10/99 Petition submitted
2/11/99 Committee agreed to pass petition to Historic Scotland for comment
as well as forward a copy of the petition to Rhona Brankin. PPC Clerk also
wrote to Fife Council requesting details of its involvement in this matter.
Responses received from both Historic Scotland and Fife Council. Committee
agreed to refer the petition to Education, Culture and Sport Committee and
Transport and Environment Committee. Clerk has copied responses to
petitioner and has written to East of Scotland Water for comment on issues
raised in the petition.
22/2/00 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee agreed to seek the
views of the Executive for grant aid and also the views of the two bodies
involved.
1/3/00 Transport and Environment Committee agreed to await the Scottish
Executive response to the Education, Culture and Sport Committee.
27/3/00 PPC agreed to forward the response received from East of Scotland
Water to the Transport and Environment Committee and Education, Culture
and Sport Committee.
23/5/00 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to seek the views
of Fife Council on additional funds and also agreed to seek further information
from Historic Scotland on whether the caves are ancient monuments.

PE26 Petition by Bridge of Allan Public Interests Association calling for local
Authorities and other agencies to recognise and record the views of
individuals expressed in petitions.
26/10/99 Petition submitted
2/11/99 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Local Government
Committee for further consideration as well as COSLA and Stirling Council for
a response.
14/12/99 Local Government Committee agreed to write to COSLA to
comment on the general principal of how Councils handle petitions.
15/2/00 Local Government Committee considered the COSLA report and
agreed to write to City of Edinburgh, Dumfries and Galloway, Highland and
Stirling Councils to seek their views.
28/3/00 The Local Government Committee considered the responses
received and agreed to take no further action.

PE27 Petition by Skye and Kyle Against Tolls (SKAT) calling for the
introduction of toll concessions for the transport of livestock, feedstuffs
and other haulage across the Skye Bridge.
29/10/99 Petition submitted
2/11/99 Committee agreed to pass petition to the Transport and Environment
Committee with a strong recommendation that the petition should be
forwarded to the Scottish Executive.
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17/11/99 Petition considered by the Transport and Environment Committee
and referred to the Scottish Executive for response.
2/2/00 The Transport and Environment Committee considered the information
received from the Scottish Executive and agreed it was broadly content with
the response. However, the committee identified a need for further
clarification from the Scottish Executive on the issue of livestock exemptions
prior to concluding consideration of this petition and have written to the
Executive regarding this issue.

PPC MEETING 16 NOVEMBER 1999

PE29 Petition by Alex and Margaret Dekker calling for action to be taken in
relation to the Crown Office's decisions and consideration in
prosecuting road traffic deaths.
16/11/99 PPC agreed to send the petition to the Justice and Home Affairs
Committee with a recommendation that it take some priority.
1/12/99 Justice and Home Affairs Committee considered petition and agreed
to write to the Lord Advocate for more details.
5/1/00 Response received from the Lord Advocate and a copy has been sent
to Mr and Mrs Dekker.
8/2/00 Justice and Home Affairs Committee agreed to write to the DETR
regarding its research and also to write to the Crown Office regarding its
feasibility study. Justice and Home Affairs Committee are awaiting a response
from Mr and Mrs Dekker regarding the Lord Advocate’s letter.
2/5/00 Justice and Home Affairs Committee agreed to suspend consideration
of this petition pending publication in the autumn of research by DETR into the
application of road traffic legislation by the police, prosecutors and courts.

PPC MEETING 14 DECEMBER

PE31 Petition by Helen Mackenzie calling for the Scottish Parliament to
conduct a review of its obligations under international law (in particular
the Geneva Convention) in relation to the presence of Trident nuclear
weapons at Faslane and therefore under Scots legal jurisdiction.
14/12/99 PPC agreed that the Convener of the Committee should write to the
Minister for Justice and the Lord Advocate for comment.
29/2/00 Advice from the Lord Advocate is that the Sheriff’s judgement is under
appeal.
14/3/00 Similar advice received from the Minister for Justice. The petition will
not be considered until the appeal is concluded.

PE33 Petition by Stuart W Crawford calling for the clearance of litter and
rubbish from roadsides and other public areas.
14/12/99 agreed that the petition should be passed to the Parliament’s
Transport and Environment Committee for further consideration.
19/1/00 The Transport and Environment Committee decided to consult the
Scottish Executive and the Convention of Local Authorities and to consider
their responses in due course.
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PE34 Petition by Peter Norris calling for the Scottish Parliament to review the
relevance of the International Court of Justice's Advisory Opinion on the
legality of nuclear weapons to the Trident weapons system based in
Scotland, in light of Sheriff Gimblett's ruling on 20 October 1999.
14/12/99 PPC agreed that the Convener of the Committee should write to the
Minister for Justice and the Lord Advocate for comment.
29/2/00 Advice from the Lord Advocate is that the Sheriff’s judgement is under
appeal.
14/3/00 Similar advice received from the Minister for Justice. The petition will
not be considered until the appeal is concluded.

PE35 Petition by Marion Reynolds calling for the Scottish Parliament to carry
out a review into the fact that the existence of Faslane nuclear facility
may contravene an International Court of Justice Ruling regarding the
threat or use of nuclear weapons.
14/12/99 PPC agreed that the Convener of the Committee should write to the
Minister for Justice and the Lord Advocate for comment.
29/2/00 Advice from the Lord Advocate is that the Sheriff’s judgement is under
appeal.
14/3/00 Similar advice received from the Minister for Justice. The petition will
not be considered until the appeal is concluded.

PE38 Petition by Glen Oaks Tenant and Resident Association calling for the
Scottish Parliament to request that Scottish Homes takes a number of
steps in relation to the organisation and improvement of tenants' and
residents' organisations.
14/12/99 PPC agreed that petition should be passed to the Parliament’s
Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee for further
consideration.
19/1/00 The Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee
agreed to refer the Petition to Scottish Homes for further comment.

PE39 Petition by Mr George B Anderson calling for the Scottish Parliament to
debate Section 87 of the Environmental Protection Act, 1990, with a view
to making the serving of fixed penalty fines in relation to litter offenders
mandatory.
14/12/99 PPC agreed that the petition should be passed to the Parliament’s
Transport and Environment Committee for further consideration.
19/1/00 The Transport and Environment Committee decided to request
information on current arrangements including costs from the Scottish
Executive and from the Convention of Local Authorities and to consider their
responses in due course.

PE41 Petition by The Glasgow Campaign against the Housing Stock Transfer
calling for the Scottish Parliament to declare a moratorium on Stock
transfer in Glasgow until the Housing, Social Inclusion and Voluntary
Sector Committee has examined all aspects of Public Sector Housing in
Scotland.
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14/12/99 PPC agreed that the petition should be passed to the Social
Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee for further consideration.
19/1/00 Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee agreed to
take the petition into consideration when it draws up its report on housing
stock transfer.

PE42 Petition by Mr Kevin Hutchens calling for the Scottish Parliament to
discuss ways in which human rights education can be incorporated into
all aspects of the Scottish educational, civic and public life. 14/12/99
PPC agreed that the petition should be passed to the Minister for Education
for comment.
20/3/00 The Department of Education and Employment will respond to the
PPC request.

PE43 Petition by Mr Kevin Hutchens calling for the Scottish Parliament to
ensure that the scientific, cultural and education community in Scotland
are informed of the Manifesto 2000 developed by UNESCO.
14/12/99 PPC agreed that the petition should be passed to the Minister for
Education for comment.
20/3/00 The Department of Education and Employment will respond to the
PPC request.

PE45 Petition by West of Scotland Haemophilia Society calling for the Scottish
Parliament to hold an independent inquiry into hepatitis C and other
infections of people with haemophilia.
14/12/99 PPC agreed that the petition should be passed to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration.
13/1/00 The Health and Community Care Committee expect to discuss this
petition at their meeting on 26 January 2000.  Additional signatories in support
of the petition have recently been received.
26/1/00 Health and Community Care Committee agreed to await the outcome
of Scottish Executive inquiry into the issues raised by the petition before
inviting the Minister to attend a meeting of the Committee to respond to
issues, along with members of the Haemophilia Society.

PPC MEETING 18 JANUARY 2000

PE48 Petition from the Glasgow North Action Group opposing the proposed
siting of a Secure Care Centre within the grounds of Stobhill General
Hospital.
18/1/00 The PPC agreed to pass the petition to the Health and Community
Care Committee for urgent consideration.
26/1/00 Petition considered by Health and Community Care Meeting who
agreed to appoint Dr Richard Simpson as Report to the Committee to
examine the guidelines available for Health Boards on how public
consultations should be conducted and more specifically how the consultation
was conducted by Greater Glasgow Health Board. It was agreed that an
interim report would be available by the meeting on 9 February 2000.
1/2/00 PPC agreed to invite the Chairman of Greater Glasgow Health Board
to discuss the Board’s handling of the Convener's request that it postpone its
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decision on the siting of a Secure Care Centre at Stobhill General Hospital
until the PPC had considered this petition.
23/2/00 Health and Community Care Committee discussed Dr Richard
Simpson’s report which has been published.
16/3/00 This report was discussed as part of the Health and Community Care
Committee debate in the Meeting of the Parliament.
20/3/00 The Health and Community Care Committee has asked the Scottish
Executive to respond to the report by 2 May 2000.

PE51 Petition from Friends of the Earth Scotland calling for the Scottish
Parliament to  (a) exercise its powers to ensure that it will not permit the
release of GM crops in to the environment by way of trials or commercial
planting; and (b) establish a mechanism in Scotland which will address
the concerns regarding the impact of such releases on the environment
and human health.
18/1/00 PPC agreed that petition should be passed to the Parliament’s
Transport and Environment Committee for further consideration
2/2/00 The Transport and Environment Committee decided to seek views of
the Rural Affairs Committee and Health and Community Care Committee, to
consider the relevant SPICe briefing and seek further information from the
Food Standards Agency prior of further consideration of the petition.
15/2/00 The Rural Affairs Committee agreed to defer further consideration of
PE51 until it had received additional advice.
29/3/00 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to await the views
of the Rural Affairs Committee and seek further clarification of devolved
powers with respect to regulation of GM crops.
23/5/00 Although the Rural Affairs committee agreed not to take a view on the
first part of the petition, it agreed to seek further evidence from the Minister
and officials on the 2nd part of the petition.

PE54 Petition by Mr Garry Cook calling for the Scottish Parliament to give its
support to the Celtic 2010 campaign to bring the Football World Cup to
Scotland, Ireland and Wales.
18/1/00 PPC Agreed to pass the petition to the Education, Culture and Sport
Committee for further consideration.
22/2/00 Education, Culture and Sport Committee agreed to refer the petition
to the SFA for a response.

PE55 Petition by Tricia Donegan calling for the Scottish Parliament to conduct
an investigation to establish why the full powers of the law are not
enforced in all cases which involve death by dangerous driving.
18/1/00 PPC agreed that petition should be passed to the Lord Advocate for a
response as well as to the Justice and Home Affairs Committee for them to
note.
8/2/00 Justice and Home Affairs Committee agreed to write to the DETR and
Crown Office for more information in relation to studies they are both
undertaking.
29/2/00 Public Petitions Committee agreed to forward a copy of the response
received from the Lord Advocate to the petitioner and also forward the letter
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and petition to the Justice and Home Affairs Committee for further
consideration.
2/5/00 Justice and Home Affairs Committee agreed to suspend consideration
of this petition pending publication in the autumn of research by DETR into the
application of road traffic legislation by the police, prosecutors and courts.
Justice and Home Affairs also agreed to write to the Lord Advocate regarding
guidance issued to procurator fiscal.

PE56 Petition by Ian Cantwell calling for the Scottish Parliament to take action
to make the Assessor (Valuation Officer) accountable to either a Public
Sector Ombudsman, a Parliamentary Ombudsman or the Local
Government Ombudsman.
18/1/00 PPC agreed that your petition should be passed to the Parliament’s
Local Government Committee for further consideration.
1/2/00 Local Government Committee will ask the Scottish Executive to
comment on the issues in the petition.
3/5/00 Local Government Committee considered the Scottish Executive
response and agreed to write to the Scottish Executive requesting fuller
investigation into the matter and a delay in any decision until the Local
Government Committee had time to consider a detailed report.

PE59 Petition by Frank Harvey calling for the Scottish Parliament to take
certain steps to improve passenger safety on public transport in
Scotland.
18/1/00 PPC agreed to forward the petition to the Transport and Environment
Committee to note.
2/2/00 The Transport and Environment Committee decided to seek further
information on the policy of the rail industry with respect to safety and
overcrowding prior to further consideration of the petition. Letter sent on 11
February 2000.

PE60 Petition by the Scottish Green Party calling for the Scottish Parliament
to hold a debate on Genetically modified crops and food.
18/1/00 PPC agreed to pass the petition to the Transport and Environment
Committee for further consideration.
2/2/00 The Transport and Environment Committee decided to seek views of
the Rural Affairs Committee and Health and Community Care Committee, to
consider the relevant SPICe briefing and seek further information from the
Food Standards Agency prior of further consideration of the petition.
15/2/00 The Rural Affairs Committee has written to the Scottish Executive for
their views and has agreed to support this petition. The Convener will contact
both the Transport and Environment Committee and Health and Community
Care Committee to discuss the possibility of a debate in the Parliament on GM
Policy.
29/3/00 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to take no further
action on this petition.

PE61 Petition by the National Farmers’ Union of Scotland calling for the
allocation of national funds to compensate Scottish arable producers for
the introduction of the Euro.
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18/1/00 PPC agreed to pass the petition to European Committee for further
consideration, and to Rural Affairs Committee to provide any further
comments to that Committee.
8/2/00 European Committee agreed to seek further information from the
Scottish Executive.
29/2/00 Rural Affairs Committee agreed to support the petition and have
outlined their views in a letter to the European Committee and to the Minister
for Rural Affairs.
26/4/00 Rural Affairs received a response from the Scottish Executive and
agreed to take the petition no further.

PE62 Petition by the National Farmers’ Union of Scotland calling for the
Scottish Parliament to support the payment of full compensation to
Scottish beef and sheep farmers for the introduction of the Euro.
18/1/00 PPC agreed to pass the petition to European Committee for further
consideration, and to Rural Affairs Committee to provide any further
comments to that Committee.
8/2/00 European Committee agreed to seek further information from the
Scottish Executive.
29/2/00 Rural Affairs Committee agreed to support the petition and have
outlined their views in a letter to the European Committee and to the Minister
for Rural Affairs.
26/4/00 Rural Affairs received a response from the Scottish Executive and
agreed to take the petition no further.

PE63 Petition by the National Farmers’ Union of Scotland calling for the
Scottish Parliament to increase resources for agri-environment
measures in Scotland.
18/1/00 PPC agreed to pass the petition to Rural Affairs Committee for further
consideration, and to Transport and Environment Committee to provide any
further comments to that Committee.
29/2/00 Rural Affairs Committee deferred its decision until the Committee
received the views of the Transport and Environment Committee and
reviewed the results of the recent Scottish Executive consultation on related
issues.
23/5/00 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to seek further
information from the Scottish Executive on the petition and also to consider
the petition as part of its future work programme.

PE64 Petition by the National Farmers’ Union of Scotland calling for the
provision of national aid to compensate Scottish pig producers for costs
related to BSE.
18/1/00 PPC agreed to pass the petition to Rural Affairs Committee for further
consideration.
24/1/00 Rural Affairs Committee discussed petition at their meeting on 18/1/00
and have written to the Minister for Rural Affairs for an early response.
26/4/00 Rural Affairs received a response from the Scottish Executive and
agreed to take the petition no further.
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PE65 Petition by the National Farmers’ Union of Scotland calling for the
Scottish Parliament to seek action on the Taxation on Road Haulage.
18/1/00 PPC agreed to pass the petition to the Transport and Environment
Committee for further consideration and to Rural Affairs to provide any
comment to that Committee.
2/2/00 The Transport and Environment Committee decided to seek further
information from SPICe and the Rural Affairs Committee and the Enterprise
and Lifelong Learning Committee prior to further consideration of the petition.
29/2/00 Rural Affairs Committee agreed to pass their views to the Transport
and Environment Committee.

PE67 Petition by the National Farmers’ Union of Scotland calling for the
Scottish Parliament to support actively the full payment of agrimoney
compensation to dairy farmers as soon as possible.
18/1/00 PPC agreed to pass petition to the Rural Affairs Committee for further
consideration.
29/2/00 Rural Affairs Committee agreed to support the petition and have
outlined their views in a letter to the European Committee and to the Minister
for Rural Affairs.
26/4/00 Rural Affairs received a response from the Scottish Executive and
agreed to take the petition no further.

PE68 Petition by the National Farmers’ Union of Scotland calling for the
agriculture sector to be exempted from the proposed Climate Change
Levy.
18/1/00 PPC agreed to pass the petition to the Transport and Environment
Committee for further consideration and to Rural Affairs Committee to provide
any comments to that Committee.
2/2/00 The Transport and Environment Committee decided to seek further
information from SPICe and the Rural Affairs Committee prior to further
consideration of the petition.
29/2/00 Rural Affairs Committee agreed to pass their views to the Transport
and Environment Committee.
14/3/00 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to write to the
Scottish Executive and to the relevant Whitehall Department seeking
information on options that may be available.

PE70 Petition by Troon Against Pollution calling for the Scottish Parliament to
call for a public inquiry into development plans for Troon Harbour.
18/1/00 PPC agreed to pass petition to the Scottish Executive to take into
account as part of its consideration of the planning issues related to this
proposed development.
11/4/00 The Scottish Executive recommended to the Minister not to call in the
planning application, this application has been passed back to South Ayrshire
Council.

PPC MEETING 1 FEBRUARY 2000
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PE69 Petition by James McPherson calling for the Scottish Parliament to
direct the body carrying out the Quinquennial Review of the Crofters
Commission to hold public meetings in the former crofting counties to
explain the background and scope of the review, in the interests of
accessibility, openness and participation.
1/2/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Rural Affairs Committee
to consider.
15/2/00 Rural Affairs Committee resolved to support this petition and the write
to the Minister for Rural Affairs asking him to consider the matter further.

PE72 Petition by Parents and Community Association of Boharm calling for
the Scottish Parliament to take such action as it sees fit to prevent the
closure of Boharm Primary School.
1/2/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Education, Culture and
Sport Committee for its urgent consideration.
22/2/0 Education, Culture and Sport Committee agreed to forward the petition
to the Minister for comment and also forward the petition to Jamie Stone who
is undertaking an enquiry into Rural Schools.

PE74 Petition by Scottish Tenants Organisation calling for the Scottish
Parliament to place a moratorium on all housing stock transfers until
such time as its concerns in relation to such transfers are addressed.
1/2/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Social Inclusion, Housing
and Voluntary Sector Committee to consider.
16/2/00 Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector will consider the
petition when they look at their final report into Housing Stock Transfers.

PE77 Petition by Age Concern Scotland calling for the Scottish Parliament to
implement all of those recommendations contained in the report of the
Royal Commission on Long Term Care for the elderly, which its
devolved powers permit.
1/2/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Health and Community
Care Committee for further consideration.
8/3/00 The Health and Community Care committee will take oral and written
evidence from the petitioners when they examine the Sutherland Report by
the Summer Recess.

PE78 Petition by Napier Students' Association calling for the Scottish
Parliament to adopt, in full, all 52 recommendations made in the
Independent Inquiry into Student Finance's report "Fairness for the
Future".
1/2/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Enterprise and Lifelong
Learning Committee for further consideration.
23/2/00 Enterprise and Lifelong learning Committee agreed to reflect on
issues in petition when they examine student finance in the near future.

PPC MEETING 15 FEBRUARY 2000
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PE82 Petition by Comann nam Parant (Naiseanta) calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take active steps to recognise the validity and educational
benefits of Gaelic-medium education.
15/2/00 Committee agreed to pass petition to the Education, Culture and
Sport Committee for further consideration.
11/3/00 Education Culture and Sport Committee agreed to note the petition
and arrange to take evidence on the issue during Stage 2 consideration of the
Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc. Bill.

PE83 Petition by Concern for Justice calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a)
conduct an inquiry into the criticism of named persons by the courts, in
circumstances where those persons are not present as witnesses or
represented at the trial; and (b) to enact legislation which would provide
an opportunity for those who find themselves in such circumstances to
seek legal remedy.
15/2/00 Committee agreed to seek further legal advice before making a
decision on this petition.
14/3/00 PPC reconsidered this petition and agreed to refer the petition to the
Justice and Home Affairs Committee to examine specific issues the petition
raised.
2/5/00 Justice and Home Affairs agreed to take no further action in relation to
this petition.

PE85 Petition by Aberdeenshire Federation of Tenants and Residents
Association calling for the Scottish Parliament to place a moratorium on
all housing stock transfers until such time as its concerns in relation to
such transfers are addressed.
15/2/00 Committee agreed to pass petition to the Social Inclusion, Housing
and Voluntary Sector Committee for further consideration.
1/3/00 Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector will consider the
petition when they look at their final report into Housing Stock Transfers.

PE86 Petition by South Lanarkshire Tenants Confederation calling for the
Scottish Parliament to place a moratorium on all housing stock transfers
until such time as its concerns in relation to such transfers are
addressed.
15/2/00 Committee agreed to pass petition to the Social Inclusion, Housing
and Voluntary Sector Committee for further consideration.
1/3/00 Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector will consider the
petition when they look at their final report into Housing Stock Transfers.

PE87 Petition by Hamilton Federation of Tenants calling for the Scottish
Parliament to place a moratorium on all housing stock transfers until
such time as its concerns in relation to such transfers are addressed.
15/2/00 Committee agreed to pass petition to the Social Inclusion, Housing
and Voluntary Sector Committee for further consideration.
1/3/00 Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector will consider the
petition when they look at their final report into Housing Stock Transfers.
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PE88 Petition by Northern College Christian Union calling for the Scottish
Parliament to (a) reject the Government's proposal, outlined in the
Ethical Standards in Public Life Bill, to repeal Section 28 of the Local
Government Act 1988 and (b) consider other alternatives of ridding
Scotland of prejudice and discrimination.
15/2/00 Committee agreed to pass petition to the Local Government
Committee for further consideration.
7/3/00 The Local Government Committee agreed to write to the petitioner
advising that the matters raised in the petition are currently being considered
as part of progress through the Parliament of the Ethical Standards in Public
Life etc. (Scotland) Bill. This petition has also been passed the Education,
Culture and Sport Committee and Equal Opportunities for consideration and
comment to the Local Government Committee. The Stage 1 Report on Ethical
Standards will be published soon.

PE89 Petition by Mrs Eileen A. McBride calling for the Scottish Parliament to
repeal the legislation which allows non-conviction information to be
included on an Enhanced Criminal Record Certificate.
15/2/00 Committee agreed to pass petition to the Justice and Home Affairs
Committee for further consideration.
29/3/00 Justice and Home Affairs Committee agreed to write to the Minister
for Justice for clarification and further information.
15/5/00 Committee to write to Minister for Justice regarding progress on the
preparation a code of practise on disclosing non-conviction information.  Also,
agreed to invite written evidence from the Scottish Human Rights Centre, the
Law Society of Scotland, the police and appropriate academic lawyers and
children’s organisations.

PE90 Petition by Aberdeenshire Council calling for the Scottish Parliament to
take a range of steps to provide Aberdeenshire Council with the means
to continue to provide the high quality public services it currently
provides and to implement an independent review of local government
funding.
15/2/00 Committee agreed to pass petition to the Local Government
Committee for further consideration.
7/3/00 The Local Government Committee agreed to pass the petition to the
Scottish Executive for comment.
9/5/00 The Local Government Committee agreed to note the petition and take
no further action.

PE94 Petition by Carbrain Residents Association calling for the Scottish
Parliament to place a moratorium on all housing stock transfers until
such time as its concerns in relation to such transfers are addressed.
15/2/00 Committee agreed to pass petition to the Social Inclusion, Housing
and Voluntary Sector Committee for further consideration.
1/3/00 Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector will consider the
petition when they look at their final report into Housing Stock Transfers.

PE95 Petition by North Lanarkshire Tenants and Residents Federation calling
for the Scottish Parliament to place a moratorium on all housing stock
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transfers until such time as its concerns in relation to such transfers are
addressed.
15/2/00 Committee agreed to pass petition to the Social Inclusion, Housing
and Voluntary Sector Committee for further consideration.
1/3/00 Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector will consider the
petition when they look at their final report into Housing Stock Transfers.

PPC MEETING 29 FEBRUARY 2000

PE96 Petition by Mr Allan Berry calling for the Scottish Parliament to hold an
independent and public inquiry into the adverse environmental effects of
sea cage fish farming, and the regulatory failure to both recognise and
prevent significant damage to our natural heritage, the environment and
other interests dependent on the integrity of our Scottish coastal waters.
29/2/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Rural Affairs Committee
and Transport and Environment Committee for further consideration, along
with a copy of Mr Berry’s letter regarding previous submission of material to
these committees.

PE97 Petition by Mr Thomas Gray calling for the Scottish Parliament, by
whatever powers are available to it, to limit agricultural support to one
farm per farmer, resident and working thereon, and, to have all future EU
support to the farming industry similarly applied forthwith.
29/2/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Rural Affairs Committee
and the European Committee for further consideration.
4/4/00 The European Committee agreed to note the petition and take no
further action.
2/5/00 The Rural Affairs Committee noted the European Committee views and
agreed to seek further information from the Scottish Executive and consider
the petition in the context of the ongoing inquiry into the impact of changing
employment patterns in rural Scotland.

PE101 Petition by Milton Housing Forum calling for the Scottish Parliament to
place a moratorium on all housing stock transfers until such time as its
concerns in relation to such transfers are addressed.
29/2/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Social Inclusion,
Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee for further consideration.
22/3/00 Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector will consider the
petition when they look at their final report into Housing Stock Transfers.

PE102 Petition by James Ward calling for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate the current process involved in sequestration cases and to
consider amending the law to allow the right of appeal for those
involved in such cases.
29/2/00 Committee agreed to send the petition to the Justice and Homes
Affairs Committee for further consideration.
15/5/00 Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Justice with reference to
the law of diligence referred to during Stage 1 of the Abolition of Poindings
and Warrant Sales Bill.  Also, to invite written evidence from relevant
organisations.
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PE104 Petition by Mr Frank Harvey calling for the Scottish Parliament to
explain why the Aberdeen E-Coli Testing Centre will be closed, and its
funding moved to Edinburgh.
14/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Scottish Executive to
address the petitioners concerns.

PE107 Petition by Save the Overtoun Park Campaign calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take action to prevent the sale of part of Overtoun Park,
Rutherglen, Glasgow.
14/3/00 Committee agreed that the Clerk should write to South Lanarkshire
Council requesting details of the background to the issues raised by the
petition.
25/4/00 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to South
Lanarkshire Council asking them to include it in their consideration of the
matter.

PE110 Petition by Greater Easterhouse Council of Voluntary Organisations
(GEVCO) calling for the Scottish Parliament to ask the Minister for
Communities to intervene on behalf of GEVCO and insist that Greater
Easterhouse Social Inclusion Partnership fully fund GEVCO until the
new funding regime for the Councils of Voluntary Service is fully
implemented.
14/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Minister for
Communities asking her to consider the request made by the petitioners.
Committee also agreed to pass the petition to the Social Inclusion, Housing
and Voluntary Sector Committee for information.

PE111 Petition by Mr Frank Harvey calling for the Scottish Parliament to order
a public inquiry into road accidents involving police responding to 999
calls.
14/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Justice and Home
Affairs Committee and the Transport and Environment Committee to note
and take no further action, Clerk to write to petitioner informing him of
decision. Committee also agreed to pass the petition to the Scottish
Executive to respond to the petitioner on the issues raised in the petition.

PE114 Petition by Julia Clarke calling for the Scottish Parliament to
a) establish a group to produce cost benefit analysis of establishing
after school clubs in primary schools; and
b) call upon the Scottish Executive to make available resources,
designate a lead minister and  initiate a debate on this issue.
14/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Education, Culture and
Sport Committee for further consideration.
20/4/00 Education, Culture and Sport Committee agreed to refer the petition
to the Scottish Executive to comment on the issue raised in the petition.
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PE115 Petition by Julia Clarke calling for the Scottish Parliament to request
Scottish Airports to re-route aircraft taking off and landing at
Edinburgh Airport away from residential areas to reduce pollution and
to consult with residents.
14/3/00 Committee agreed that the Clerk should write to the Edinburgh
Airports Advisory Committee and to the relevant DETR Minister requesting a
response to the issues raised in the petition.
25/4/00 The Public Petitions Committee noted the letter from the DETR and
agreed to await the response from the Edinburgh Airport Consultative
Committee. It was also agreed that the Clerk should write to the operators of
Edinburgh Airport for a response to the petition.

PE116 Petition by James Strang calling for the Scottish Parliament to
introduce appropriate provisions to ensure that aspects of Scots law
are compatible with the obligations of Article 6 (1) of the European
Convention on Human Rights.
14/3/00 Committee agreed that the Clerk should write to the Minister for
Justice for a response to the issues raised in the petition.  Committee also
agreed to pass the petition to the Justice and Home Affairs Committee for
further consideration.

PE117 Petition by Mr Alexander Donald calling for the Scottish Parliament to
a) produce a new film on ice cream van safety;
b) allow ice cream vans to use their hazard warning lights when
stopped; and
c)ensure the safe speed limit when passing an ice cream van is 5-10
miles per hour.
14/3/00 Committee agree the pass the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee with the strong recommendation that they consider
seeking the views of the Scottish Executive. The Committee also agreed to
pass a copy of the petition to the Education, Culture and Sport for
information.
23/5/00 Transport and Environment Committee agreed to seek the views of
the Scottish Executive on the petition and incorporation into future Road
Safety Campaigns.

PE118 Petition by Dr Ronald Crawford calling for the Scottish Parliament to
reverse the decision to increase North of Scotland Water Authority
charges to domestic customers by 35% in 2000/2001 and 12% in
20001/2002 and to restrict increase to 10% in each of the next four
financial years.
14/3/00 Committee agreed that the Clerk should write to North of Scotland
Water and to the Minister for Finance for a response to the issues raised in
the petition. The Committee also agreed to pass a petition to the Transport
and Environment Committee for information only.
25/4/00 The Public Petitions Committee noted the response from the North
of Scotland Water Authority.

PE119 Petition by Mr C Ogg calling for the Scottish Parliament to take
immediate action to ensure that suitable allotments are provided
according to statute.
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14/3/00 Committee agreed that the Clerk should write to the Scottish
Executive to seek their views on the legislative status of the issues raised in
the petition.

PE121 Petition by Mr Frank Harvey calling for the Scottish Parliament to raise
the issue of safety at Nuclear Power Stations with the Energy Minister
of the UK Parliament and request inspections of all nuclear
establishments.
14/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the UK Energy Minister
seeking clarification on the issues raised in the petition.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed pass the response from the Minister of State
for Energy and Competitiveness in Europe to the petition as it answered the
issues raised in the petition.

PE122 Petition by St Mary's Episcopal Primary School calling for the Scottish
Parliament to consider the request that St Mary's EPS's application for
grant aided status be granted.
14/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Education, Culture and
Sport Committee for further consideration.

PE123 Petition by The Scottish Warm Homes Campaign calling for the Scottish
Parliament to identify, discuss and seek to implement measures which
would eradicate fuel poverty as a matter of urgency.
14/3/00 Committee agreed the pass the petition to the Social Inclusion,
Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee and Transport and Environment
Committee for further consideration. The Committee also agreed to pass the
petition to the Cross Party Group on Older People for information.
26/4/00 Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee agreed to
seek the views of the Health and Community Care Committee and to look at
fuel poverty in its future work programme.

PE124 Petition by Grandparents Apart Self Help Group calling for the Scottish
Parliament to consider amending the Childrens (Scotland) Act 1995 to
name grandparents in the Act as having an important part to play in the
lives of their grandchildren.
14/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Justice and Home
Affairs Committee for further consideration.

PE125 Petition by Unison Scottish Health Committee calling for the Scottish
Parliament to investigate the justification for the introduction of Car
Parking Charges at St John's Hospital, Livingston.
14/3/00 Committee agreed that the Clerk should write to the West Lothian
NHS Trust for response to the issues raised in the petition.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to send a copy of the response received
from West Lothian NHS Trust to the petitioner as it answered the issues
raised in the petition.

PE126 Petition by Dunlop and Lugton Community Council calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take whatever action it considers to be the most
appropriate to relay concerns over the closure and changes to sub
post offices to the Westminster Parliament.



PE/00/10/2

14/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Rural Affairs
Committee and the Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee for further
consideration.
2/5/00 Rural Affairs Committee agreed to support the principles of the
petition and consider the issues raised by it in the contact of the ongoing
inquiry into the changing employment patterns in rural Scotland.

PE127 Petition by Edinburgh Student Action for Refugees calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take a variety of actions regarding the detention
of Asylum Seekers in Scotland.
14/3/00 Committee agreed that the Convener should write to the Home
Affairs Minister for a response to the issues raised in the petition. Committee
also agreed to seek further clarification from SPICe on differences that exist
between Scotland and England in relation to the detention of asylum
seekers.

PE128 Petition by World Wildlife Fund Scotland calling for the Scottish
Parliament to ensure that Marine National Parks are included in the
National Parks for Scotland Bill.
14/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee for further consideration.
9/5/00 Rural Affairs Committee as lead committee for the bill agreed with
WWF to consider the petition as part of the Stage 1 report on National Parks.

PE129 Petition by Councillor Donald McIntosh calling for the Scottish
Parliament to initiate an inquiry into geriatric provision and the
continuation of local health services in the Oban area.
14/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Health and Community
Care Committee for further consideration.

PE130 Petition by Mr Paul Shanks calling for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate the potential effects of the proposed closure of the Carrick
Street Centre, Ayr on the social justice targets of the Scottish
Executive.
14/3/00 Committee agreed that the Convener should write to South Ayrshire
Council for a response to the issues raised in the petition requesting that the
proposed closure should not go ahead until the Committee has had an
opportunity to consider that response.
25/4/00 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to note the response from
South Ayrshire Council but to seek further clarification from South Ayrshire
Council on the services still offered at the Carrick Street Centre.
9/5/00 The Public Petitions Committee agreed that the Convener should
write to South Ayrshire Council noting their response and expressing the
Committee’s concern that the main service provided at the Centre is no
longer available.

PPC MEETING 27 MARCH 2000
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PE113 Petition by Campaign for Borders Rail calling for the Scottish
Parliament to consider ways of re-instating a railway into and through
the Borders, by way of a debate in the Parliament and by consideration
by its committees.
27/3/00 Committee agreed to refer the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee as lead committee for further consideration,
suggesting that it consult the Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector
Committee, Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee, Finance
Committee and Rural Affairs Committee for comment as appropriate. It was
also agreed that the Convener would write to the Minister for Transport and
the Environment to draw her attention to the strength of public support for
the petition shown at the meeting.
26/4/00 Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee agreed to
seek a response from the Scottish Borders Council, Scottish Executive and
the City of Edinburgh Council. This Committee also agreed to support the
PPC call for a debate on the issues in the petition.
23/5/00 The Rural Affairs Committee agreed unanimously to support the
petition and the Convener would write to the Parliamentary Bureau
requesting that time be allocated in the Chamber to debate this matter.

PE131 Petition by Mrs Geva Blackett calling for the Scottish Parliament to
extend the current remit for the Macaulay Land Use Research Institute
to include a thorough investigation into the social, economic and
environmental significance of the Protection of Wild Mammals
(Scotland) Bill for remote communities such as Braemar.
27/3/00 The Convener moved that petitions PE131, PE141 and PE142
should be passed to the Rural Affairs Committee for further consideration.
The motion was agreed to by division: For 4, Against 2, Abstentions 0.

PE132 Petition by D. W. R Whittet QPM calling for the Scottish Parliament to
introduce legislation streamlining the planning system and change
other aspects of the planning system and associated procedures within
Scotland.
27/3/00 Committee agreed the pass the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee and to the Local Government Committee for further
consideration.
31/5/00 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to pass the
petition to the Local Government Committee for any comments it might have,
and to the Public Petitions Committee to request that it considers the
concerns of the petitioner regarding the power of the Local Government
Ombudsman. The Committee also agreed to write to Friends of the Earth
Scotland, to request information on its recent seminar on third party planning
appeals, and to request that it also sends this information to the Scottish
Executive. The Committee also agreed to write to the Scottish Executive to
ask for clarification on when the Committee will have an opportunity to
comment on the revision of NPPG1; to ask that the Executive takes into
account the views expressed at the Friends of the Earth Scotland seminar;
and to ask for the Executive’s views on the adequacy of local authorities’
responsibilities for discussion with interested parties on planning matters.
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PE133 Petition by Mr Frank Loughridge on behalf of Longriggend Residents
Association calling for the Scottish Parliament to ensure the roads and
lights are upgraded at Longriggend (Remand Unit) in order they be
adopted by the local Council.
27/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Scottish Prison Service
and North Lanarkshire Council for a response. It was also agreed to pass the
petition to the Minister for Justice for a response and to the Minister for
Transport and the Environment to note.
25/4/00 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the information from
the Scottish Prison Services to the petitioners and to ask the SPS to keep
the Public Petitions Committee informed of its review.
9/5/00 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the response from
North Lanarkshire Council to the petitioner and to take no further action.

PE134 Petition by Mr Steve Boyle calling for the Scottish Parliament to
introduce legislation to ensure that companies offer goods and
services at the same price through out Scotland.
27/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Rural Affairs
Committee and the Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee to note in
the context of any future investigations they may carry out into the issues
raised in the petition.
19/5/00 The Rural Affairs Committee agreed to note the petition.

PE135 Petition by Marion Scott calling for the Scottish Parliament to address a
range of issues relating to the siting of mobile phone masts.
27/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee to respond to the petitioner with the details of its
recent inquiry.

PE136 Petition by Training Adults in the Community calling for the Scottish
Parliament to persuade West Lothian Council to increase funding of the
Training Adults in the Community (TAIC) project to levels which will
allow TAIC to continue to provide a service.
27/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Social Inclusion,
Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee, the Enterprise and Lifelong
Learning Committee and Equal Opportunities Committee for further
consideration. It was also agreed that the Convener should write to the West
Lothian Council for a response.
26/4/00 Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee noted the
petition and asked that the issues be taken into account by Karen Whitefield
MSP – the reporter for the Voluntary Sector.
9/5/00 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to send a copy of the
response from West Lothian Council to the petitioners and also to the Social
Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee, the Enterprise and
Lifelong Learning Committee and Equal Opportunities Committee. The
Committee also agreed to seek further information from West Lothian
Council on the alternative service provision.

PE137 Petition by Partick Traders Association calling for the Scottish
Parliament to declare that a) the intention of Glasgow City Council to
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create a network of bus corridors is a matter of public concern and b) it
use all available powers to stop this scheme.
27/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to Glasgow City Council to
include in their consultation. It was also agreed to send a copy of the
response received from Glasgow City Council in relation to PE100 to the
Partick Traders Association and also to the Minister for Transport and the
Environment to note.

PE138 Petition by Andrew Stuart Wood calling for the Scottish Parliament to
alter the constitution of the Scottish Quality Beef Lamb Assurance
(SQBLA) giving it independence and ask for statutory powers to be
granted to SQBLA for the receipt of monies for the purpose of
promotion.
27/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Rural Affairs
Committee for further consideration.
23/5/00 Rural Affairs Committee agreed to seek further submissions on this
matter from the Scottish Executive. The Committee also appointed Mr Alex
Fergusson MSP and Mr Richard Lochhead MSP to act as reporters and it is
likely that the petition will considered by the Rural Affairs Committee on 27
June 2000.

PE139 Petition by Platform Adult Learning Centre calling for the Scottish
Parliament to provide translation services for meetings of the
Parliament and Committee meetings for the deaf, deaf/blind people and
for people with hearing difficulties.
27/3/00 Committee agreed that the Clerk should write to the petitioner
outlining the current provision of services. It also agreed to pass the petition
to the Broadcasting Service for a response on the issues raised and also to
the Equal Opportunities Committee for further consideration.
25/4/00 The Equal Opportunities Committee agreed to seek a response from
the SPCB on the issues raised in the petition and also consult other
Parliaments regarding their translation services.

PE140 Petition by Doreen Thomson on behalf of ancillary workers at Border
General Hospital calling for the Scottish Parliament to endorse a
request for a substantial pay rise for ancillary workers in the NHSiS and
make the necessary representations to the Chancellor of the
Exchequer to release the necessary resources.
27/3/00 Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Health and Community
Care Committee for further consideration and to the Minister for Health to
note.

PE141 Petition by Richard Bourne calling for the Scottish Parliament to extend
the current remit for the Macaulay Land Use Research Institute to
include a thorough investigation into the social, economic and
environmental significance of the Protection of Wild Mammals
(Scotland) Bill for remote communities such as Aberdeenshire.
27/3/00 The Convener moved that petitions PE131, PE141 and PE142
should be passed to the Rural Affairs Committee for further consideration.
The motion was agreed to by division: For 4, Against 2, Abstentions 0.
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PE142 Petition by Richard Holman-Baird calling for the Scottish Parliament
through the Rural Affairs Committee extend their current research by
the Macaulay Land Research Institute to include a thorough scientific
investigation into animal suffering using any of the currently legal
methods of fox control.
27/3/00 The Convener moved that petitions PE131, PE141 and PE142
should be passed to the Rural Affairs Committee for further consideration.
The motion was agreed to by division: For 4, Against 2, Abstentions 0.

PPC MEETING 25 APRIL 2000

PE143 Petition by Mr Frank Harvey calling for the Scottish Parliament to order
a public inquiry into all aspects of the Greater Glasgow Health Board’s
plan’s to reduce services in Glasgow, especially all financial aspects of
the plan.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass these petitions to Greater Glasgow
Health Board with the request that it responds directly to the petitioners on
the issues raised. The Committee also agreed to pass the petition to the
Health and Community Care Committee for information.

PE144 Petition by Mr Frank Harvey calling for the Scottish Parliament to reject
all proposals put forward by the Greater Glasgow Health Board under
its Health Improvement Programme.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass these petitions to Greater Glasgow
Health Board with the request that it responds directly to the petitioners on
the issues raised. The Committee also agreed to pass the petition to the
Health and Community Care Committee for information.

PE145 Petition by Mr William P Welsh calling for the Scottish Parliament to
take a range of actions with regard to medical conditions arising from
vaccinations.
25/3/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration.

PE146 Petition by Mr A McInnes on behalf of the residents of Main Street,
Golspie calling for the Scottish Parliament to request a variety of
actions from the Roads Network Maintenance and Management
Division of the Scottish Executive with regard to upgrading work on the
A9 trunk road, Golspie.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Minister for
Transport and the Environment for a response to the issues raised in the
petition.

PE147 Petition by Marie Galbraith on behalf of SHOC Executive calling for the
Scottish Parliament to arrange a meeting between Ministers and a
deputation from the Sheltered and Retired Housing Owners
Association Executive Committee.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed that the Convener should write to Iain Gray,
Deputy Minister for Community Care requesting that he agree to meet with
SHOC to clarify the Executive’s position regarding the issues raised in the
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petition. The Committee also agreed to pass the relevant extract of the
Official Report of the meeting and the letter to Iain Gray, Deputy Minister for
Community Care to the Convener of the Social Inclusion, Housing and
Voluntary Sector Committee for information.

PE148 Petition by William Brian Anderson on behalf of Organophosphate
Information Network (OPIN) calling for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate various issues relating to specialist referral and diagnosis
of exposure to Organophosphate chemicals.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration with the
recommendation that it consult the Rural Affairs Committee for comment.
The Committee also agreed to seek a response from Susan Deacon,
Minister for Health.

PE149 Petition by Marion Adamson on behalf of Unison Scotland calling for
the Scottish Parliament to investigate the plans for car park charging
by the Fife Acute Hospitals NHS Trust.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petitions as well as a copy of
letter from West Lothian NHS Trust regarding PE125 to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration. The Committee also
agreed to pass the petitions and associated correspondence to the Minister
for Health for comment and seek a response from the Fife Acute Hospital
NHS Trust.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to send the response from Fife Acute
Hospitals NHS Trust as well as the previous petition and response to the
Minister for Health to comment on whether the responses comply with
Government Guidelines and to bring to her attention the trend in petitions on
car parking charges at hospitals.

PE150 Petition by Mrs Margaret Campbell calling for the Scottish Parliament to
extend the current remit for the Macaulay Land Use Research Institute
to include a thorough investigation into the social, economic and
environmental significance of the Protection of Wild Mammals
(Scotland) Bill for remote communities such as Stratherrick.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass these petitions to the Rural Affairs
Committee. The Committee also agreed to forward 23 similar petitions,
which had not been formally lodged, to that Committee.

PE151 Petition by Mr Stephen Brown calling for the Scottish Parliament to
extend the current remit for the Macaulay Land Use Research Institute
to include a thorough investigation into the social, economic and
environmental significance of the Protection of Wild Mammals
(Scotland) Bill for remote communities such as the Borders.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass these petitions to the Rural Affairs
Committee. The Committee also agreed to forward 23 similar petitions,
which had not been formally lodged, to that Committee.

PE152 Petition by Mrs Kirsty Macleod calling for the Scottish Parliament to
extend the current remit for the Macaulay Land Use Research Institute
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to include a thorough investigation into the social, economic and
environmental significance of the Protection of Wild Mammals
(Scotland) Bill for remote communities such as the Lochaber.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass these petitions to the Rural Affairs
Committee. The Committee also agreed to forward 23 similar petitions,
which had not been formally lodged, to that Committee.

PE153 Petition by Risnidh Mag Aoidh on behalf of The Celtic League calling for
the Scottish Parliament to (a) introduce legislation to require local
authorities to provide access to Gaelic as a second language where
reasonable demands exist; (b) legislate for the provision of suitable
courses to allow teachers to gain proficiency in the teaching of Gaelic
as a second language; (c) introduce legislation to set up an
independent body to monitor local authority Gaelic education
development programmes and (d) to include these proposals in the
Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc. Bill.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Education, Culture
and Sport Committee for further consideration.
23/5/00 The Education Culture and Sport Committee agreed to inform the
petitioner of discussions of the Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc.Bill and
an Executive motion on Gaelic and also to draw the petition to the attention
of the Scottish Executive.

PE154 Petition by Dr Joanne Beaumont on behalf of Hillhead Primary School
Board and School calling for the Scottish Parliament to intervene to
overturn the decisions of Glasgow City Council concerning 7 and 8
Alfred Terrace, Glasgow G12.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee as well as Local Government Committee for further
consideration. The Committee also agreed that the Convener should write to
the Minister for Transport and the Environment for further information on the
Executive’s involvement in this case.
31/5/00 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to request a
copy of the relevant Glasgow City Council report and minute which was sent
to the planning authority. The Committee also agreed to write to the Scottish
Executive seeking information on the manner in which notice of intention to
develop procedures are being interpreted and applied.

PE155 Petition by Jim and Vera Cowie on behalf of the Protect Our Children
Campaign calling for the Scottish Parliament to retain Section 28 of the
Local Government Act 1988.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petitions to the Local
Government Committee for consideration.
30/5/00 The Local Government Committee agreed that the petitioners would
be contacted and advised that their views had been taken into account
during the Committee consideration of the Ethical Standards in Public Life
etc. (Scotland) Bill.

PE156 Petition by Mrs Jean Charsley on behalf of Hillhead Community Council
calling for the Scottish Parliament to intervene to overturn the



PE/00/10/2

decisions of Glasgow City Council concerning 7 and 8 Alfred Terrace,
Glasgow G12.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee as well as Local Government Committee for further
consideration. The Committee also agreed that the Convener should write to
the Minister for Transport and the Environment for further information on the
Executive’s involvement in this case.

PE157 Petition by Mr R Rose calling for the Scottish Parliament through the
Rural Affairs Committee to extend their current research by the
Macaulay Land Research Institute to include a thorough scientific
investigation into animal suffering using any of the currently legal
methods of fox control.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass these petitions to the Rural Affairs
Committee. The Committee also agreed to forward 23 similar petitions,
which had not been formally lodged, to that Committee.

PE158 Petition by Ronald Rose calling for the Scottish Parliament to extend
the current remit for the Macaulay Land Use Research Institute to
include a thorough investigation into the social, economic and
environmental significance of the Protection of Wild Mammals
(Scotland) Bill for remote communities such as Langholm.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass these petitions to the Rural Affairs
Committee. The Committee also agreed to forward 23 similar petitions,
which had not been formally lodged, to that Committee.

PE159 Petition by Janet H Ogg on behalf of the Royal College of Nursing
calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate the plans for car park
charging by the Fife Acute Hospitals NHS Trust.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petitions as well as a copy of
letter from West Lothian NHS Trust regarding PE125 to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration. The Committee also
agreed to pass the petitions and associated correspondence to the Minister
for Health for comment and seek a response from the Fife Acute Hospital
NHS Trust.

PE160 Petition by Ian Allan calling for the Scottish Parliament to include Health
and Safety training as part of the Personal and Social Development
curriculum in schools.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Education, Culture
and Sport Committee for consideration. The Committee also agreed to
forward the Petition to the Education Minister for a response and that the
Clerk should write and inform the petitioner that a motion by Cathy Jamieson
MSP has been lodged on the issues raised in the petition.
23/5/00 Education, Culture and Sport Committee noted this petition.

PE161 Petition by The Reverend Noel Hughes on behalf of the Gardenstown
Free Presbyterian Church (Ulster Presbytery), the Authorised Reformed
Presbyterian Church and the Dundee Free Presbyterian Extension
(Ulster Presbytery) calling for the Scottish Parliament to retain Section
2A.
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25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petitions to the Local
Government Committee for consideration.
30/5/00 The Local Government Committee agreed that the petitioners would
be contacted and advised that their views had been taken into account
during the Committee consideration of the Ethical Standards in Public Life
etc. (Scotland) Bill.

PE162 Petition by the Reverend James C Stewart calling for the Scottish
Parliament to retain Section 2A of the Local Government Act 1986.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petitions to the Local
Government Committee for consideration.
30/5/00 The Local Government Committee agreed that the petitioners would
be contacted and advised that their views had been taken into account
during the Committee consideration of the Ethical Standards in Public Life
etc. (Scotland) Bill.

PE163 Petition by Owen M Connelly calling for the Scottish Parliament to
safeguard the future of Oxgangs Post Office.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass these petitions to the Enterprise and
Lifelong Learning Committee and the Rural Affairs Committee for
consideration.
31/5/00 The Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee noted that it had
considered a similar petition on 3 May 2000 and agreed to refer the petition
to the Rural Affairs Committee as part of its study into the impact of rural
employment change.

PE164 Petition by Sibylle Alexander calling for the Scottish Parliament to
debate the introduction of state financed nurseries for children
between the ages of four and six and for the official school age to be
raised to six.
25/4/00The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Education, Culture
and Sport Committee for further consideration.
23/5/00 Education, Culture and Sport Committee noted the petition and
agreed to consider it when developing future year’s work programme.

PE165 Petition by J McNeill on behalf of Partick Community Council calling for
the Scottish Parliament to make Greater Glasgow Health Board
accountable to the Scottish Parliament and to reject their proposals to
reduce the number of hospitals in Glasgow.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass these petitions to Greater Glasgow
Health Board with the request that it responds directly to the petitioners on
the issues raised. The Committee also agreed to pass the petition to the
Health and Community Care Committee for information.

PE166 Petition by the Strathmartine Woman's Rural Institute calling for the
Scottish Parliament to consider the wider implications of the
threatened closure of approximately 500 rural sub-post offices.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass these petitions to the Enterprise and
Lifelong Learning Committee and the Rural Affairs Committee for
consideration.
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31/5/00 The Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee noted that it had
considered a similar petition on 3 May 2000 and agreed to refer the petition
to the Rural Affairs Committee as part of its study into the impact of rural
employment change.

PE167 Petition by the Kings Park/Croftfoot Community Council calling for the
Scottish Parliament to legislate to ensure that telecommunication
masts will be subject to full planning controls with this legislation
being effective retrospectively.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee as well as to Glasgow City Council for a response to
the issues raised in the petition.
31/5/00 The Transport and Environment Committee agreed to write to the
Public Petitions Committee, setting out the views of the Committee on
retrospective planning controls, and enclosing the relevant extract of the
Committee’s report into telecommunications developments.

PE168 Petition by Daniel Pringle on behalf of the AEEU calling for the Scottish
Parliament to investigate the plans for car park charging by the Fife
Acute Hospitals NHS Trust.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petitions as well as a copy of
letter from West Lothian NHS Trust regarding PE125 to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration. The Committee also
agreed to pass the petitions and associated correspondence to the Minister
for Health for comment and seek a response from the Fife Acute Hospital
NHS Trust.

PE169 Petition by David Allan on behalf of the CSP calling for the Scottish
Parliament to investigate the plans for car park charging by the Fife
Acute Hospitals NHS Trust.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petitions as well as a copy of
letter from West Lothian NHS Trust regarding PE125 to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration. The Committee also
agreed to pass the petitions and associated correspondence to the Minister
for Health for comment and seek a response from the Fife Acute Hospital
NHS Trust.

PE170 Petition by J McNeill on behalf of Partick Community Council calling for
the Scottish Parliament to prevent Glasgow City Council creating a new
bus lane/corridor through Dumbarton Road, Partick.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to Glasgow City Council
for consideration as part of its bus corridor consultation.

PE171 Petition by Mrs Michelle A Terry on behalf of the parents and children of
Glenrinnes Primary School calling for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate local council policies on the closure or retention of rural
schools throughout Scotland and for the proposed closure of
Glenrinnes Primary School to be deferred until the Parliament’s
findings are complete.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Education Culture
and Sport Committee for further consideration.
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23/5/00 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee agreed that Jamie
Stone MSP would take account of your petition in drawing up his report into
rural schools.

PE172 Petition by Frank Harvey calling for the Scottish Parliament to make the
Greater Glasgow Health Board accountable to the Parliament and to
reject any proposed cuts to the NHS in Glasgow.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass these petitions to Greater Glasgow
Health Board with the request that it responds directly to the petitioners on
the issues raised. The Committee also agreed to pass the petition to the
Health and Community Care Committee for information.

PE173 Petition by Gladys Anderson on behalf of the residents of Ballater
calling for the Scottish Parliament to recognise the importance of the
Ballater Area Council Office and prevent its closure.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to seek a response from Aberdeenshire City
Council to the issues raised in the petition. The Committee also agreed to
pass the petition to the Local Government Committee to note.

PE174 Petition by Linda S Forret on behalf of the Society of Radiographers
calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate the plans for car park
charging by the Fife Acute Hospitals NHS Trust.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petitions as well as a copy of
letter from West Lothian NHS Trust regarding PE125 to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration. The Committee also
agreed to pass the petitions and associated correspondence to the Minister
for Health for comment and seek a response from the Fife Acute Hospital
NHS Trust.

PE175 Petition by Neil M Kay on behalf of the School Board of Toward Primary
School calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate Argyll and
Bute Council's School Closure Programme, using the proposed
closure of Toward Primary School as an indicative case.
25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Education, Culture
and Sport Committee for further consideration and to Rural Affairs
Committee for information. The Committee also agreed to seek a response
to the petition from the Minister for Education as well as Argyll and Bute
Council.
9/5/00 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the letter from Argyll
and Bute Council to the Education, Culture and Sport Committee and to
send a copy to the petitioner.
19/5/00 The Rural Affairs Committee agreed to note the petition.
23/5/00 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee agreed to appoint
Cathy Peattie MSP as a reporter to look at the issues raised in the petition.
The Committee agreed that Cathy Peattie MSP should report back to the
Committee within one month on the Council’s consultation process.

PE183 Petition by Jack Irvine of behalf of Keep the Clause calling for the
Scottish Parliament to stop the proposed repeal of the Section 2A
(Clause 28) by the Scottish Executive.
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25/4/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petitions to the Local
Government Committee for consideration.
30/5/00 The Local Government Committee agreed that the petitioners would
be contacted and advised that their views had been taken into account
during the Committee consideration of the Ethical Standards in Public Life
etc. (Scotland) Bill.

PPC MEETING 9 MAY 2000

PE176 Petition by Mr J McMillan calling for the Scottish Parliament to create an
independent body to investigate and prosecute complaints against the
Police, where the Crown Office and Police Complaints Department have
failed to fully investigate complaints.
9/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Justice and Home
Affairs Committee to note and then take into account when considering the
review of the Police Complaints System. The Committee also agreed to pass
a copy of the petition to the Crown Office to be taken into account during the
review.

PE177 Petition by Mr John R. D. Stewart calling for the Scottish Parliament to
remove the requirement for members of the legal profession to provide
statements on an individual and corporate basis of the amount of legal
aid they receive in any given period.
9/5/00 After hearing evidence from the petitioner, the Committee agreed that
the petition was misleading and therefore asked the Clerk to write to the
petitioner suggesting that he resubmit his petition.

PE178 Petition by Scottish members of the British Aggregates Association
calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate the implications for
the Scottish economy of the aggregates tax and to make
representations as appropriate to the Westminster Parliament.
9/5/00 The Committee agreed the pass the petition to the Enterprise and
Lifelong Learning Committee with the suggestion that it consult with other
subject Committees as appropriate.
31/5/00 The Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee acknowledged that
the aggregates tax was a reserved matter and agreed to consult the
Transport and the Environment Committee, the Rural Affairs Committee and
the European Committee, and to consider the issue further once it had
received replies from these Committees.

PE179 Petition by Mr Frank Harvey calling for the Scottish Parliament to make
representations to the Prime Minister regarding the tenders for Roll-on
Roll-off ferries required by the Ministry of Defence.
9/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to Minister for Enterprise
and Lifelong Learning to take into consideration with other representations
he has received on this matter.

PE180 Petition by Steve Ratcliffe calling for the Scottish Parliament to publish
a full and concise report into the costs of the new Scottish Parliament
Building.
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9/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the SPCB to note and
respond to the petitioner with confirmation of the current position.

PE181 Petition by William H. Watson on behalf of Haddington and District
Community Council calling for the Scottish Parliament to ask the
Scottish Executive to ensure that developments around Meadowpark,
Haddington are subject to conditional planning permission to ensure
child safety measures are undertaken.
9/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass petition PE181 to the Minister for
Transport and the Environment to be included in the Planning Division and
Inquiry Reporters Unit consideration of this case.

PE182 Petition by William H. Watson on behalf of Haddington and District
Community Council calling for the Scottish Parliament to ask East
Lothian Council various questions relating to physical safety measures
at and around Haddington Infant School.
9/5/00 The Committee agreed to seek the view of East Lothian Council on
PE182, drawing their attention to the 1375 signatures on the petition.

PE184 Petition by Federation of Child Poverty Action Groups in Scotland
calling for the Scottish Parliament to extend the entitlement to free
school meals to all families receiving the new tax credits and to
introduce and develop nutritional standards in schools.
9/5/00 The Committee agreed the pass the petition to the Education, Culture
and Sport Committee with the suggestion that it consult with other subject
Committees as appropriate.
23/5/00 Education, Culture and Sport Committee noted the petition and
agreed to seek the views of the Health and Community Care Committee and
Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee before
considering the petition further.

PE185 Petition by Thomas McKissock calling for the Scottish Parliament take
the necessary steps to establish a scheme of compensation to assist
people in Scotland who have contracted hepatitis C infection as a
consequence of infected blood transfusions.
9/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Health and
Community Care Committee to take into consideration with PE45.

PE186 Petition by National Federation of Sub Postmasters calling for the
Scottish Parliament to influence Westminster Government in whatever
way possible to prevent the introduction of the Automated Credit
Transfer System and to resurrect the Benefit Agency's Swipe Card for
payments of benefits at the Post Office.
9/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Rural Affairs and
Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee for further consideration.
31/5/00 The Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee noted that it had
considered a similar petition on 3 May 2000 and agreed to refer the petition
to the Rural Affairs Committee as part of its study into the impact of rural
employment change.
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PE187 Petition by the Scottish Gamekeepers Association calling for the
Scottish Parliament to allow limited licensed culling of raptors under
the terms of the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act in areas where local
populations have increased beyond normal levels.
9/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Rural Affairs
Committee and the Transport and Environment Committee to take into
consideration with PE8.

PE188 Petition by Russ McLean calling for the Scottish Parliament to enable
Caledonian MacBrayne the state owned Scottish Ferry company to take
over the Campbeltown to Ballycastle route which is critically important
to the fragile economies of Argyll and Antrim.
9/5/00 The Committee agreed to seek the views of the Minister for Transport
and the Environment on the petition. The Committee also agreed to pass the
petition to the Transport and Environment Committee and the Rural Affairs
Committee to note. In addition, the Committee also asked that the Clerk write
to the petitioner seeking further information on the urgency of the issues in
the petition.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the response from Russ McLean to
the Transport and Environment Committee and the Rural Affairs Committee.

PE189 Petition by St Michael's Parish Church calling for the Scottish
Parliament to put into place legally binding guidelines which affirm the
centrality of Marriage and the Family in Society should clause 28 of the
Local Government Act be repealed.
9/5/00The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Local Government
Committee for further consideration.
30/5/00 The Local Government Committee agreed that the petitioners would
be contacted and advised that their views had been taken into account
during the Committee consideration of the Ethical Standards in Public Life
etc. (Scotland) Bill.

PPC MEETING 23 MAY 2000

PE190 Petition by Peter Saunders regarding the handling of a petition
submitted against a planning application, and calling for the Scottish
Parliament to halt the work in progress at John Woods Hospital, Upper
Largo and demand Fife Council restore the site to its original state.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed that the Clerk should write to the petitioner to
request further clarification of the claims made in the petition regarding
alleged misleading information.

PE191 Petition by Irene Yardley on behalf of various Health Care Workers
calling for the Scottish Parliament to ensure the relevant authorities
provide 24 hour police presence at the Accident and Emergency
Department, Glasgow Royal Infirmary.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to seek the views of the Greater Glasgow
Health Board on the issues raised in the petition and then seek the views of
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the Health and Community Care Committee as to whether this is a national
issue.

PE192 Petition by Alex Doherty calling for the Scottish Parliament to order the
Mental Welfare Commission to a) regard all of their records as Health
Records and b) to comply with the Act by allowing access to those who
the act defines as being eligible for access.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration and also to pass the
petition to the Justice and Home Affairs Committee to note.

PE193 Petition by Charles Bell Thom calling for the Scottish Parliament to
establish and clarify the law on common property division subjects
through referral to an appointed Independent body.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass a copy of the petition to the Scottish
Law Commission for its comments. The Committee also agreed to send a
copy of the petition to the Minister for Justice seeking his comments on the
issues raised in the petition.  It also agreed to request details from the
Minister of any proposals the Executive may have for a mediation or other
service to assist in situations where disputes arise over property and related
issues.

PE194 Petition by Mr D Keith on behalf of Scottish Campaign for Public
Angling calling for the Scottish Parliament to revoke SI 1996 No. 58
(S.3) River Tay Catchment Area Protection (Renewal) Order 1993
Variation Order 1996 with immediate effect.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Rural Affairs
Committee for further consideration, with the suggestion that it may wish to
seek the comments of the Transport and Environment Committee as
appropriate. The Committee also agreed to pass the petition to the Cross-
Party Group on Sport to note.

PE195 Petition by Cathleen Hanlon on behalf of Irvine Pensioners Action
Group calling for the Scottish Parliament to seek an enquiry into North
Ayrshire Council's decision to reduce full time warden cover in
Sheltered Housing and to review and assess the warden service on a
national basis.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Social Inclusion,
Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee for further consideration. It also
agreed to pass a copy of the petition to the Deputy Minister for Community
Care for information.

PE196 Petition by Dundee and Tayside Chamber of Commerce and Industry
calling for the Scottish Parliament to review Section 46 of the Town and
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 which deals with the power of
the First Minister to call in a planning applications which have a
significant social and/ or economic impact on the neighbouring local
authority area.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee for further consideration together with other
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previous petitions on planning issues. The Committee also agreed to pass
the petition to the Rural Affairs Committee to note.  It also agreed to pass a
copy of the petition to the Minister for Transport and the Environment,
requesting details of the Executive’s forward agenda in relation to National
Planning Guidelines, and of any proposed revision of the planning system.

PE197 Petition by John R. D. Stewart calling for the Scottish Parliament to
require of the farming profession the same transparency of operation
in respect of their subsidies as is required of the legal profession.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Rural Affairs
Committee for further consideration, with the suggestion that it may wish to
consult the European Committee; any other subject committees; and the
Audit Commission as appropriate.

PE198 Petition by Donside Community Council calling for the Scottish
Parliament to request the Scottish Executive to investigate the causes
of the shortfall of funding for Aberdeenshire Council and to take
necessary steps to remedy it.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Local Government
Committee to respond to the petition on the issues raised.  In addition, the
Committee agreed that the Clerk should write to the petitioner informing him
of the right of appeal to the Local Government Ombudsman where any
allegations of malpractice can be addressed.

PE199 Petition by Scotland's Tomatoes Ltd. calling for the Scottish Parliament
to try and obtain a commitment from all supermarket retailers trading in
Scotland that they will guarantee to stock Scottish Produce which
meets their quality standards in their Scottish Stores.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Enterprise and
Lifelong Learning Committee for further consideration with the suggestion
that they consult with the Rural Affairs Committee as appropriate.

PE200 Petition by Mr Andrew Watt calling for the Scottish Parliament to review
the working methods of the Legal Aid Board particularly in relation to
the collection and disbursement of compensation monies collected.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Justice and Home
Affairs Committee for further consideration, together with previous petitions
received on the review of the legal aid system.

PE201 Petition by AGP Edwards calling for the Scottish Parliament to agree
that the Electoral Reform Society (ERS) has shown a lack of
independence and impartiality by not accepting a commission to carry
out a poll of the people of Scotland on the Section 28 issue.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed that the Clerk should write to the petitioner
informing him that no further action will be taken in relation to this petition.

PE202 Petition by Mrs M Mason calling for the Scottish Parliament to enforce
East Ayrshire Council to improve the refuse collection service to her
house.
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23/5/00 The Committee agreed that the Clerk should write to the petitioner
informing her that no further action will be taken in relation to this petition.

PE203 Petition by Friends of Victoria Infirmary calling for the Scottish
Parliament to call for a new hospital to serve the people of South
Glasgow and surrounding areas, with the services currently provided
at Victoria Infirmary being retained meantime.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration.  The Committee also
agreed to inform Glasgow MSP’s that this petition has been lodged.

PE204 Petition by Dundee Anti Poverty Forum calling for the Scottish
Parliament to investigate alternative ways in which the necessary
investment needed to upgrade the water service is met and also to
reduce the burden on low income households by extending Council
Tax benefit to cover water and sewage charges.
23/5/00 The Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Minister for
Transport and the Environment for information. The Committee also agreed
to pass the petition to the Transport and Environment Committee for further
consideration, with the suggestion that it may wish to consult the Local
Government Committee as appropriate.


