
J2/01/29/A

JUSTICE 2 COMMITTEE

AGENDA

29th Meeting, 2001 (Session 1)

Wednesday 31 October 2001

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 3, Committee Chambers,
George IV Bridge, Edinburgh.

1. Items in private: The Committee will consider whether to take item 5 in private
and consider whether to discuss the revised draft report on the Sexual Offences
(Procedure and Evidence) (Scotland) Bill in private at its meeting on 6 November.

2. Reports on the case of the murder of Surjit Singh Chhokar: The Committee
will consider the following reports in the context of its inquiry into the Crown Office
and Procurator Fiscal Service—

Report of the inquiry into the liaison arrangements between the police, the
Procurator Fiscal Service and the Crown Office and the family of the
deceased Surjit Singh Chhokar in connection with the murder of Surjit Singh
Chhokar and the related prosecutions;

The report of an inquiry into Crown decision-making in the case of the murder
of Surjit Singh Chhokar.

3. Petition The Committee will consider written evidence from the Lord Advocate on
the following petition—

Petition PE324 by Kay Reid on fatal accident inquiries.



4. Fur Farming (Prohibition) (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will consider whether
to report to the Rural Development Committee on the Fur Farming (Prohibition)
(Scotland) Bill.

5. Work programme: The Committee will consider its work programme.

6. Sexual Offences (Procedure and Evidence) (Scotland) Bill (in private): The
Committee will consider a draft report on the general principles of the Sexual
Offences (Procedure and Evidence) (Scotland) Bill at Stage 1.

Gillian Baxendine
Clerk to the Committee, Tel 85054

The following papers are attached for this meeting:

Item 2 – Reports on the case of the murder of Surjit Singh
Chhokar

Letter from the Solicitor General for Scotland of 30 May
enclosing Lord Advocate’s guidelines to Chief Constables on
the investigation and reporting of racist incidents

J2/01/29/1

Item 3 – Petition PE324

Note by the Clerk (letter of 24 October from the Lord
Advocate attached)

J2/01/29/2

Item 4 – Fur Farming Bill

Note by the Clerk J2/01/29/3

Item 5 – Work programme

Note by the Clerk (PRIVATE PAPER) J2/01/29/4

Item 6 – Sexual Offences Bill

Draft Stage 1 report (PRIVATE PAPER) J2/01/29/5

Papers for information circulated for the 29th meeting, 2001

Minutes of the 27th & 28th meetings J2/01/27/M
J2/01/28/M

Letter of 17 October from the petitioner on petition PE306 on
freemasonry and the judiciary

J2/01/29/6

Letter of 5 October from Brian Fitzpatrick MSP on petition
PE306

J2/01/29/7

Letter of 22 October from Iain Gray MSP, Deputy Minister for
Justice on the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974, in relation
to the offence of soliciting

J2/01/29/8

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/just2-01/j2mop1024.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/just1-01/j1andj2mop1024.htm


Papers not circulated

Item 2 – Reports on the case of the murder of Surjit Singh Chhokar

Both reports were published and made available to MSPs on 24 October.  Further
copies are available in Document Supply Centre or from the following website
addresses:

Sir Anthony Campbell’s report:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/docs/chhokar-b-00.htm or in punjabi
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/docs/chhokar-b-00_punjabi.pdf

Dr Raj Jandoo’s report:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/docs/chhokar-vol01-00.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/docs/chhokar-vol02-00.htm

Item 4 – Fur Farming Bill

Members may wish to refer to the Bill and accompanying documents available from
Document Supply Centre or at the following website:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parl_bus/bills/b39s1.pdf

Item 6 – Sexual Offences Bill

Members may wish to refer to the Bill and accompanying documents available from
Document Supply Centre or at the following website:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parl_bus/bills/b31s1.pdf

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/docs/chhokar-b-00.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/docs/chhokar-b-00_punjabi.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/docs/chhokar-vol01-00.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/docs/chhokar-vol02-00.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parl_bus/bills/b39s1.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parl_bus/bills/b31s1.pdf
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Petition PE324 by Kay Reid

Note by the Clerk
Background

1. This petitioner (petition attached) asks the Scottish Parliament to call for a Fatal
Accident Inquiry (FAI) into the circumstances surrounding the death of her son,
Dwayne Hood, and invites the Scottish Executive to consider instituting a right of
appeal to the Lord Advocate where a FAI has been ruled out.  The petition states
that it has received 5,443 signatures.

Consideration by the Justice 2 Committee

2. On 9 May, the Committee considered the petition and agreed to invite written
evidence on the issues raised in the petition from the Law Society of Scotland
and the Scottish Law Commission, particularly in relation to whether the 1976 Act
required amending and whether the list of mandatory FAIs should be extended.

3. The responses were attached to paper no. J2/01/21/6 (attached for members
only – available on the Committee’s webpage).  At its meeting on 12 September,
the Committee considered the above written evidence and agreed to write to the
Lord Advocate asking him to ensure that Procurators Fiscal kept next of kin as
well as informed as possible of the reasons for decisions in relation to FAIs.

4. Attached is the Lord Advocate’s reply of 24 October, which sets out the
instructions given to Procurators Fiscal on how to liase with next of kin in deaths
cases, and explains the process of reaching a decision whether or not to hold an
FAI.  The Lord Advocate goes on to describe the difference made by the Victim
Liaison Office pilot schemes.

Procedure

5. The Standing Orders of the Scottish Parliament make clear that, where the Public
Petitions Committee refers a petition to another Committee, it is for that
Committee then to take “such action as they consider appropriate” (Rule
15.6.2(a)).

Options

6. Bearing in mind the Committee’s ongoing inquiry into the Crown Office and
Procurator Fiscal Service, particularly in relation to the liaison with victims and
witnesses, and in view of the Lord Advocate’s commitment to ensure good liaison
with next of kin in deaths cases, the Committee is invited to note the Lord
Advocate’s letter of 24 October and close consideration of this petition.

25 October 2001 Clerk to the Committee
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Fur Farming (Prohibition) (Scotland) Bill

Note by the Clerk

The Fur Farming (Prohibition) (Scotland) Bill was introduced on 5 October 2001.
The objective of the Bill is to prohibit the practice of fur farming in Scotland.
Legislation to ban fur farming in England and Wales has completed its Parliamentary
stages and will take full effect by statutory instrument, but not before 1 January 2003.

On 25 October, Business motion S1M-2351 was agreed to, referring the Bill to the
Rural Development Committee as lead Committee, and to the Justice 1 & 2
Committees as secondary committees due to the central role given to the creation of
offences in the Bill.  The Committee is invited to consider whether it wishes to
examine the Bill at Stage 1 and report to the Rural Development Committee on its
findings.

For information, on 23 October, the Justice 1 Committee agreed not to report to the
Rural Development Committee.

25 October 2001
















