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21st Meeting, 2000 (Session 1)

Wednesday 20 September 2000

The Committee will meet at 9.30 am in Committee Room 4

1. Items in private: The Committee will consider whether to take items 3, 4 and 5 in
private

2. Petitions: The Committee will consider the report on petitions

3. Legislation: The Committee will consider proposals for the scrutiny of legislation

4. Community Care Inquiry: The Committee will hear feedback from the
Community Care Inquiry visits

5. Committee Procedures: The Committee will review its procedures for dealing
with business and its forward workplan
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The following papers are attached for this meeting:

Agenda Item 2

Report on Petitions HC/00/21/1

Agenda Item 3

Report on scrutiny of legislation HC/00/21/2

Agenda Item 5

Report on Committee business HC/00/21/3
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Health and Community Care Committee

20 September 2000

Petitions

Background

1. The Committee agreed at its meeting on 18 June 2000 to introduce a new system
for the consideration of petitions.

2. The petitions shown in Annexe A have been circulated to members for comment.
Background papers are attached for petitions which have received comments.

3. The current position regarding petitions which have been considered by
Committee are attached at Annexe B.

Recommendations

4. Where no comments have been received it is recommended that that the
petitions be noted and that no further action be taken in relation to petitions.

5. The Committee’s views are sought on the petitions that have received comments.

6. The Committee is asked to note the current position regarding petitions shown in
Annexe B.

Jennifer Smart
Clerk
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ANNEXE A
Health and Community Care Committee

PETITIONS

Number Petitioner Petition Comments
received

Suggested
Recommendation

PE 140 Doreen Thomson on
behalf of ancillary
workers at Borders
General Hospital

Calling for the Scottish Parliament to endorse a
request for a substantial pay rise for ancillary workers
in the NHSiS and make the necessary
representations to the Chancellor of the Exchequer to
release necessary resources
(Note:- The Minister has noted the contents of this
petition but does not propose to take any action.)

None Note and take no
further action

PE 192 Mr Alex Doherty Calling for the Scottish Parliament to order the Mental
Welfare Commission to a) regard all of their records
as Health Records and b) to comply with the Act by
allowing access to those who the act defines as being
eligible for access

Consider further and
write to the Mental
Welfare
Commission
(HH and RS)

PE 203 Friends of Victoria
Infirmary

Calling for the Scottish Parliament to call for a new
hospital to serve the people of South Glasgow and
surrounding areas with the services currently
provided at Victoria Infirmary being retained
meantime

Seek further
information
(HH)
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Number Petitioner Petition Comments
received

Suggested
Recommendation

PE 209 Age Concern
Dundonald

Calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate the
reasons for the termination of support for elderly care
by South Ayrshire Council and consider what
implications this will have on future community care
demands

None Note and take no
further action

PE 214 Mrs Anne Dundas
on behalf of various
patients, friends and
relatives of the
Scottish Cardiac
Transplant Unit

Calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate the
current recruitment crisis in the Cardiac Transplant
Unit at Glasgow Royal Infirmary and establish what
action will be taken to re-establish the cardiac
transplant service as soon as possible.

Seek further
information
(HH)

PE 125,
149, 159,
168, 169,
174, 210

Unison (2), Royal
College of Nursing,
AEEU, CSP, the
Society of
Radiographers and
the Dunfermline
Press Group

The seven petitions call for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate the justification for introducing car parking
charges at various hospitals.

Appoint reporter
(RS and DH)

Hold an inquiry
(D-G E)

No action as the
Minister has
addressed this issue
(HH)

PE 184 Federation of Child
Poverty Action
Groups in Scotland

Calling for the Scottish Parliament to extend
entitlement of free school meals to all families
receiving the Working Families and the Disabled
Persons Tax Credits.
(Note this petition has been sent by the Education
Committee to the Health and Community Care
Committee and the Social Inclusion Committee for
views.)

None Note and take no
further action.
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Number Petitioner Petition Comments
received

Suggested
Recommendation

PE 217 Glenorchy and
Innishail Community
Council

Calling for the Scottish Parliament to take account of
the workload and general circumstances of a single
General Practitioner in the Parish of Glenorchy and
Innishail and appoint an additional part-time partner.

Appoint reporter
(DH and RS)

Note and take no
further action (HH)

PE 239 Mr Donald Easton Calling for the Scottish Parliament to direct the
Scottish Executive to take action to include
biomedical scientists working in the NHS into the
NHS Pay Review Body (Note: Public Petitions
Committee only request that the Committee note
this petition)

None Note and take no
further action



HC/00/21/1

ANNEXE B

Outstanding Petitions

Current Position

Petition Subject Matter Current Position

PE 45
West of Scotland Group
of the Haemophilia
Society

(Also see PE 185)

Haemophilia
and Hepatitis C

The Committee entered into correspondence with the Executive in relation to this
petition.  The Executive gave an indication in a letter dated 13 June that it would
publish its report prior to the recess, this is not available to date.  Reminders have been
sent in June, August and September but the publication of the report is still awaited.

PE 123
Warm Homes Campaign
on fuel poverty

Fuel Poverty This petition was forwarded by the Social Inclusion and Housing and Voluntary Sector
Committee to the Health Committee for comment. The Committee entered in
correspondence with the Executive and is still awaiting comment.
Malcolm Chisholm was appointed as reporter.

PE 145
Mr Bill Welsh

Vaccinations/Auti
stic Spectrum
Disorder

The Committee have contacted the Executive to request comment on the petition and to
request that further investigation be conducted to determine if there is a link between
vaccination and autism.
The Executive was given to 15 September to answer the points raised by the
Committee.
The Health Technology Board of Scotland has indicated that this is not a matter that
would fall under its remit.  They have suggested that we contact the Committee on the
Safety of Medicines.
SPICe have prepared a research note but are awaiting additional information arising
from the statement made at a conference in Virginia in which it was claimed that there
was a proven causal link between MMR and autism.
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Petition Subject Matter Current Position

PE 185
Mr Thomas McKissock
(See PE 45)

Hepatitis C
A response is awaited from the Scottish Executive.  The Scottish Executive were asked
to encompass this inquiry within the inquiry being carried out in relation to Haemophilia
and Hep C (See PE 45).  The Executive has responded indicating that this was not
possible.  As a result of this correspondence the Committee wrote again on 3 July to
seek clarification of the Executive’s comments.


