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LICENSING OF BUTCHERS’ SHOPS AND MEAT COUNTERS
The Food Safety (General Food Hygiene) (Butchers’ Shops) Amendment (Scotland)

Regulations 2000

The Scottish Retail Consortium (SRC) is a retail trade association which was launched last
April to represent the interests of the retail sector in the deliberations of the Scottish
Parliament.  Our members include all of the major supermarket retailers and a number of
trade associations representing smaller retailers.

Retailing in Scotland employs 210,000 people, just over 40% of whom are employed in food
and grocery retailing.  Retailing accounts for 29% of Scotland's Gross Domestic Product.
There are 25,000 retail outlets in Scotland, over a third of which are grocers or food outlets.

We ask the Committee to undertake a thorough review of the Butcher Licensing Regulations
on the grounds that:

• They have been poorly drafted leaving a number of areas that will cause unnecessary
problems to both businesses and local authorities.  These will add to costs without
improving consumer safety.

• They are written as if they apply only to stand-alone butchers’ shops, which are operated
by their owners.  No attempt has been made to consider how the Regulations should be
applied to other types of retail outlet despite repeated responses and concrete
suggestions.

Schedule 1A

Shops selling a wide range of products

The most serious concern in the Regulations is the failure to address the question of shops
that sell a wide range of products of which unwrapped raw meat is only one.

The Regulations do not focus on the butchery counter within such a shop but apply to the
whole of the floor area.

This is because:

a) The definition of “butcher’s shop” has been written as if the only shops affected were
stand-alone ones.  As a result, every time that “shop” appears in the Schedules (28 times) the
whole of the store has to comply.
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b) Plus there is no schedule dealing with “mixed business premises”.   This matter has
been addressed in the English Regulations, and the Welsh Regulations are expected to take
the same line.

We suggest that after point 7 of paragraph 5, the Regulations should read:

"In mixed business premises in which over half of the floor area is laid out for the
storage, handling or display of goods other than meat, the conditions in sub-paragraphs
(1) to (2), and the requirements in sub-paragraphs (3) to (7), shall apply only to the parts
of the premises specified below –

(a) where both unwrapped raw meat and ready to eat food are stored, handled or
displayed in the same part of the premises, that part;

(b) where unwrapped raw meat in handled, stored or displayed in one part of the
premises and ready to eat food is stored, handled or displayed in an adjoining
part of the premises; each of those parts; and

(c) where the same food handler is working on the storage, handling or display of
both unwrapped raw meat and ready to eat food, or the same equipment is in
use in relation to such meat and food, each part in which such meat or food is
stored, handled or displayed."

Paragraph 1.  “Proprietor”

There are two problems here.

First, the definition has again been written as if the only shops affected were stand-alone
ones.  The Regulations will cover companies operating mixed business premises and also
companies which operate butchery concessions (shops within shops) in other companies’
stores.

Second, the Regulations use three terms: “proprietor”, “applicant” (see Schedule 5. (8)(a))
and “holder of the licence” (see Schedule 5. (5. (3)).

We suggest that “proprietor” should be deleted and that the terms used should be
“applicant” and “holder of the licence”.  This is because in due course an “applicant”
becomes a “holder of the licence”.  These two expressions are deemed adequate to cover the
responsibilities involved in the management of an outlet.

We suggest that “applicant” should be defined as:

“A person who uses or intends to use premises for the purpose of a butcher’s shop;

a firm which uses or intends to use premises, or part of premises, as above, the
application being made by a partner of the firm;
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a corporate body which uses or intends to use premises, or part of premises, as above,
the application being made by a person duly authorised by the management of the
corporate body to do so.”

Paragraph 5(1)(b) Training

We suggest two clarifying amendments.

“persons handling meat” in (i) and (ii) should be amended to “persons handling unwrapped
meat”.  This would target the prescribed training clearly at staff working at butchery
counters.

“ a level of food training to at least the standard of” in (i) and (ii) should be amended to “a
level of training in food hygiene to at least the equivalent of the standard of”.  This would
enable retailers to continue to provide staff with in-house training to the standard required.

Paragraph 9. Suspension or revocation of licence and appeals procedure

The procedure in the regulations does not allow an appeal to an independent third party in
respect of the suspension or revocation of a licence.  In line with the principles established
for licquor licensing we suggest that a right of appeal should be allowed to a Sheriff.

The current Licensing (Scotland) Act 1976 Section 32 outlines the procedure in relation to
licquor licensing.
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