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FINANCE COMMITTEE

AGENDA

22nd Meeting, 2000 (Session 1)

Tuesday 19 September 2000

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 1 to consider the following
agenda items:

1. Committee Business: The Committee will consider whether to take items 4
and 5 in private.

2. Inquiry into European Structural Funds: The Convener will update the
Committee.

3. Resource Accounting and Budgeting: The Committee will consider a brief
issues paper.

4. 2001/02 Budget Process: The Committee will consider a paper on the
autumn review.

5. Meetings Outside Edinburgh: The Committee will consider an issues paper
and how it wishes to take this matter forward.

Callum Thomson
Clerk to the Committee

Room 1.6, Committee Chambers
Ext. 0131 348 5215

Email: callum.thomson@scottish.parliament.uk
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The papers for this meeting are:

Agenda Item 2

Letter from the Convener to the Secretary of State for Scotland

Letter from HM Treasury to the Clerk

Letter from the Clerk to HM Treasury

Agenda Item 3

Brief Note on resource accounting and budgeting issues
(TO FOLLOW)

Agenda Item 4

Paper on the autumn budget process

Agenda Item 5

Paper on the Committee meeting outside Edinburgh
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COMMITTEE CHAMBERS
THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

EDINBURGH EH99 1SP

T 0131 348 5215  F 0131 348 5600
callum.thomson@scottish.parliament.uk

Finance Committee

Mark Bowman
Private Secretary, Chancellor’s Office
HM Treasury
Parliament Street
London
SW1P 3AG

11 August 2000
Dear Mr Bowman

Further to our recent telephone conversation I am writing to request, on behalf
of the Finance Committee, information pertaining to the Committee’s inquiry
into European Structural Funds. I should therefore be grateful if you would
address the particular questions below:

� Could you provide information on the baseline level of provision or cover to
spend European Structural Funds prior to the introduction of the Barnett
Formula?

� How and when was this baseline determined?
� How does the baseline level of provision compare with the agreed

allocations within structural fund programmes?

� For all years since the introduction of the Barnett Formula, could you
provide information on the comparable levels of expenditure (in England
and Wales) that have been used to determine the changes in cover for the
spending of structural funds in Scotland?

� For each year, what comparability percentage was applied?
� For each year, what is the actual annual amount of cover that was

provided to Scotland, (which presumably is the product of the application
of the formula to the inherited base)?

� With regard to structural funds cover in Scotland, have there been any
occasions where the Barnett Formula has been by-passed?

� Could you provide figures for the agreed allocations within structural funds
programmes to Scotland for programming periods for the period for which
Scotland has been entitled to structural funds?

The Committee wishes to finalise the inquiry shortly after the Parliament
returns from recess in early September. As such, it would be helpful if you, or



one of your colleagues, would contact me as soon as possible to discuss a
timetable for this information being provided.

Yours sincerely

Callum Thomson
Clerk to the Finance Committee


