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AGENDA

10th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)

Tuesday 10 September 2002

The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in The Hub, The Mound, Edinburgh

1. Item in private: The Committee will consider whether to discuss Item 9 in private.

2. Priorities of the Danish Presidency of the European Union and the Future of
Europe debate: The Committee will hear evidence from—

Jim Wallace MSP, Deputy First Minister

3. Scottish Parliament Convention on the Future of Europe: The Committee will discuss
the latest developments in its plans for this civic participation event on 16 September
2002.

4. Inquiry into the EC’s Water Framework Directive - the scope for differential
implementation in Scotland: The Committee will discuss the response from the
Scottish Executive to its 2nd Report 2002.

5. Inquiry into the Future of Cohesion Policy and Structural Funds post 2006: The
Committee will discuss the response from the Scottish Executive to its 3rd Report 2002.

6. Pre- and Post-European Council, Council of the EU, Joint Ministerial Committee
(Europe) and MINECOR Scrutiny: The Committee will consider the following agendas
and briefings submitted by the Scottish Executive—

Education and Youth Council, 30 May (post-Council report)
ECOFIN Council, 12 July
Agriculture & Fisheries Council, 15-16 July
Budget Council, 19 July
General Affairs Council, 22-23 July
Agriculture & Fisheries Council, 24-24 September
Internal Market Council, Consumer Affairs and Tourism Council, 26 September
Research Council, 30 September
General Affairs Council, 30 September
MINECOR, 10 October

7. Sift of EC/EU documents: The Committee will consider the list of EC/EU documents
received for this meeting.



EU/02/10/A
8. Convener’s Report: The Convener will update the Committee on the—

Letter received from the Minister for Environment and Rural Affairs regarding the
EC’s Scientific Council’s report on animal welfare during sea transit
Correspondence with the Scottish Executive’s Environment and Rural
Development Department regarding the decommissioning of fishing vessels
Invitation from the House of Lords’ Select Committee on the European Union
(Sub-Committee F) on proposals to amend the Europol Convention

9. Europe’s Employment Strategy and Corporate Social Responsibility: an Inquiry
into the Scottish Model: The Committee will discuss proposals for the appointment of
an adviser.

Stephen Imrie
Clerk to the Committee

Tel: 0131 348 5234

***********************
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MINISTERS’ EU POLICY PRIORITIES FOR THE DANISH PRESIDENCY

Introduction by the Deputy First Minister and Minister for Justice

The European Union is very important to Scotland.  There is a significant EU dimension to a
wide range of the Executive’s policy responsibilities, and the Executive therefore engages
very positively with the EU dimension to its work, at both Ministerial and official level.

This paper brings together statements from several of my Cabinet colleagues of their EU
policy priorities for the Danish Presidency period.  It is provided at this, the first meeting of
the Committee after the start of the Presidency, with the objective of outlining to the
European Committee of the Scottish Parliament, the Executive’s priorities for the Presidency.
It shows that the Executive is actively and dynamically engaged in the European policy
process.

I sincerely hope this paper proves helpful in assisting the European Committee, and any other
Committees, make positive contributions to Scotland’s engagement with European Union
issues.

JIM WALLACE
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Statement by the Deputy First Minister and Minister for Justice

External Relations Issues under the Danish Presidency

There are several important issues that will be of particular significance during the Danish
Presidency.

Enlargement is the number one priority for the Danish Presidency and the Scottish Executive
remains enthusiastic for the enlargement process, on which good progress was made during
the Spanish Presidency.  A limited number of issues remain to be resolved under the Danish
Presidency if completion of negotiations with the first group of up to ten candidate countries
is to be achieved by the end of the year.   The Executive continues to feed into the UK line on
enlargement negotiations and preparation within the Executive for the impact of enlargement
continues.  The Scottish Executive is the lead partner in a twinning project, working to
deliver the expertise we have gained on structural funds to assist the Czech Republic prepare
for the very considerable receipts they will be entitled to on accession.  The Minister for
Finance and Public Services is due to visit the Czech Republic in September to help cement
links with the Czechs and extend Scottish influence.

The significance of the Future of Europe debate for the work of the Scottish Executive in
years to come keeps it high on our list of priorities.  Ministers will attend meetings of the
Joint Ministerial Committee on Europe (JMC(E)) and the Ministerial Co-ordination on
Europe Committee (MINECOR) during the autumn, when the Future of Europe is expected
to be discussed.  We maintain close relations with Whitehall departments and have been
consulted on, and contributed to, all UK interventions at the Convention.  To promote debate
to underpin a Scottish Executive submission to the Convention in November we are
undertaking a consultation of Scottish Civil Society as complement to the Committee’s own
Parliamentary Convention on 16 September.

As well as our involvement in formal organisations of regional authorities, including the
Committee of the Regions (CoR), and the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of
Europe (CLRAE), the Executive has been active in a number of networks of regions, the
most prominent of which has been the ‘REGLEG’ group of regions with Legislative Power.
This has already produced a joint contribution to the Future of Europe debate, which will be
formally submitted to the Convention on the Future of Europe in the form of a Declaration, to
be signed by regional Minister-Presidents in November.   The Executive has applied to
become a full member of the Conference of Peripheral and Maritime Regions (CPMR).  I will
be speaking at their General Assembly meeting in Greece on 20 September, where I expect
the Executive’s membership to be endorsed.

In October, the Executive will be promoting ‘Scotland in Sweden’, through a programme of
events that will promote Scotland, post-devolution, as a modern, knowledge-based economy,
and as a destination for tourists and business visitors.  The First Minister, Iain Gray, Mike
Watson and I will visit Stockholm during the Autumn recess to support a number of events
that will display Scottish achievements and interests in the areas of biotechnology,
governance, tourism, sport, food, drink and culture.

The Executive has also made good progress on pursuing links with other European Sub-
Member State Administrations, and legislative regions.  We hope to be able to sign formal co-
operation agreements with North Rhine Westphalia, and Bavaria before long, in addition to
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the agreement already concluded with Catalonia in May.  We are also working towards a
cultural co-operation agreement with Tuscany.

Justice Issues under the Danish Presidency

The Spanish Presidency identified combating terrorism as its top priority in the Justice and
Home Affairs (JHA) field.  The Danish Presidency takes Freedom, security and justice as a
key priority after enlargement.  The JHA agenda still focuses on terrorism, with a particular
emphasis on the EU’s relations with third countries.  Other priority areas are cross-border
crime, police and judicial co-operation and asylum and immigration.

The most important priority area of interest to Scotland is police and judicial co-operation, on
which there are 12 new initiatives by the Danes in addition to 5 new proposals from the
Commission.

Civil law measures do not appear as Danish priorities, nevertheless, there are some areas of
direct interest to the Executive.

The Scottish Executive presently has an important involvement in both implementation of
agreed framework directives in the JHA field and new proposals under the Danish
Presidency.  Justice Department is in close touch with the relevant Whitehall Departments
and liases regularly with Scotland House in Brussels, UKREP and the Cabinet Office.  JD
officials attend Home Office meetings to discuss the prospects for successive presidencies
and to discuss specific proposals.

Implementation

We are involved in a number of areas of implementation.

The following measures have been agreed in the area of mutual legal assistance and the
SE will be working closely with the Home Office on how best to implement them:  The
Mutual Legal Assistance Convention and Protocol; Framework Decision on Combating
Terrorism; Framework Decision on Combating Fraud and Counterfeiting of Non Cash Means
of Payment; Chapter 2 of Schengen and the EU Driving Disqualification Convention. We are
also considering implementation of the Framework Decision on Execution in the EU of
Orders Freezing Property or Evidence.

In relation to the Framework Decision on Trafficking in Human Beings, we have decided
to introduce a specific offence (of trafficking in human beings for the purpose of exploiting
them) by way of amendments at Stage 2 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Bill.  The
Framework Decision requires member states to ensure that these offences are punishable by a
maximum penalty of at least eight years.  The offence of trafficking outlined in the
Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Bill now before Westminster proposes a maximum
penalty of 14 years imprisonment.  The Executive wishes to impose a similar penalty to
reflect the seriousness of the offence.

The Framework Decision on the European Arrest Warrant was agreed in June this year.
It falls within the reserved area of extradition and the Home Office has published a draft Bill
that will implement the Decision throughout the UK (to be introduced as Parliamentary time
allows).  Although the clauses relating to Scotland are not in the published draft Bill, they
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will be included when the Bill is introduced.  Throughout this period my officials have
worked closely with the Home Office to ensure that the new extradition arrangements with
European partners will work effectively within the context of the Scottish legal system.

The Council's Framework Decision on Joint Investigation Teams took effect on 20 June
2002.  Joint Investigation Teams may involve two or more EU Member States and they can
be set up for any criminal investigation involving the Member States concerned.  They are
increasingly important in combating serious and organised national and international crime.
Implementation is devolved and, whilst this will largely involve administrative co-operation,
with the agreement of this Parliament, certain provisions dealing with liabilities were
included in the Westminster Police Reform Act 2002. Those provisions, which will be
commenced on 1 October 2002, will ensure a seamless and uniform UK approach to
compliance with these Community obligations.

The Framework Decision on the Standing of Victims in Criminal Proceedings required
member states to comply with the articles in the framework by March 2002. The intention is
to ensure that victims of crime obtain the same standard of treatment throughout the EU
member states.  The Executive considers itself broadly compliant but is implementing the
separation of accused, victims and witnesses within court premises as part of a programme of
rolling refurbishment, the majority of which has already been completed.

In the civil field, the Executive is engaged in implementing a Council Decision on the Civil
Judicial Network, which will create an information resource to facilitate cross-border
judicial co-operation. The Network is required to be in place from 1 December 2002.

Prospects for the Danish Presidency

The Executive has an interest in many of the proposals which are to be introduced
under the Danish Presidency.

We are studying the draft Framework Decision on Combating Corruption in the Private
Sector to determine what the implications might be for Scotland and will be liasing actively
with the Home Office and Crown Office.  While there are only very minor differences
between how the Prevention of Corruption Acts apply in Scotland, England and Wales, there
are differences between the relevant rules of evidence and procedure in the two jurisdictions
and the common law is also different. At this stage, however,  it does not look as if new
legislation will be required.

The Danish have introduced a proposal on the Common use of liaison officers in third
countries with the aim of encouraging a more effective use of liaison officers and a more
joined up approach in combating and preventing serious international crime.  Liaison officers
are defined as representatives posted to a third country or international organisation with a
view to establishing and maintaining contacts with the authorities with a view to preventing
or investigating criminal offences.  These officers are already in place in many member
states. The Danish proposal would build on this initiative by paving the way for Member
States, particularly smaller ones that don’t have their own liaison officers in another Member
State, to use the liaison officer of another Member State.



EU/02/10/1

5

These proposals are modest and are likely to have little impact for Scotland because Scottish
forces route all requests and enquiries through the National Criminal Intelligence Service
which operates the UK’s Liaison Officer network across Europe.

However, Scotland is already engaged with the provision of liaison magistrates in Member
States and has provided a member of the Procurator Fiscal Service to act as UK liaison
magistrate to Italy. Crown Office already makes full use of the other liaison magistrates
appointed to France and Spain.  In addition, Crown Office is considering with the Home
Office whether to appoint a magistrate to the Benelux countries on a pilot basis.

A Proposal has been brought forward on the Use of IT by criminals because of the
continuing significant growth in new IT and telecommunications technologies, and the
importance of ensuring that law enforcement and judicial authorities can prevent and combat
their abuse.  An official from the Executive will be attending the next working group meeting
in Brussels in September in order to obtain a clearer picture on this proposal and its potential
impact on Scotland.

The Danes propose a number of Amendments to the Europol Convention which are
designed to strengthen support for Europol and for the operational support it provides to
national police authorities.  The proposals also seek to provide a greater role for the European
Parliament in the management of Europol.

Over the summer the Home Office will be working on a strategy to improve Europol’s
effectiveness, to present to the Danish Presidency in September with a view to enhancing the
Danish proposals.  We will be liasing closely with them.  The House of Lords Select
Committee on the European Union has written to the Head of the Justice Department seeking
the Department’s views on these proposals.  In consultation with ACPOS and the Home
Office, we are preparing a response to the Select Committee, which is due at the end of
September.

In the civil field, a key priority will be to seek agreement on the proposed Legal Aid
Directive on a basis that will facilitate access to justice in cross-border cases without
requiring unnecessary or undesirable changes to our own legal aid system or imposing
significant additional costs. Working closely with the UK Government, we have made very
good progress in this respect over recent months.  We hope to consolidate on that progress
and secure political agreement on the text under the Danish Presidency.

The Executive is also considering, with UK Ministers, whether the UK should opt in to the
draft Regulation on a European Enforcement Order.  This proposal would permit certain
decrees in undefended actions to be enforced directly in other EU states, with no intermediate
procedure.

A Green Paper is due to issue later this year containing proposals for a harmonised
procedure for obtaining decrees in absence, plus minimum standards or harmonised
procedures for small claims actions. This will require detailed scrutiny in the Scottish
context.

On Parental Responsibility, original initiatives by France and by the Commission, the first
to fast-track enforcement of contact orders across borders and the second to extend the scope
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of Brussels II into all areas of parental responsibility, have been somewhat overtaken by
events.

Under the Spanish Presidency the Commission produced a revised proposal and then
withdrew their first proposal.  Various attempts at compromise failed and the matter was
withdrawn from Ministers at the Justice Council.  The Danish, it is understood, will seek to
make progress on a compromise. The United Kingdom will tender a paper to the Working
Group in which it will suggest the lines of a compromise which, from informal discussion, is
likely to have considerable support.

It is unlikely that the Danes will be able to put a final text or possibly even a compromise text
to the Justice Council but they may wish to do something by way of a political compromise.
Meanwhile, there is substantial consultation under way within England and Wales and
Scotland.  This is supported by a Contact Group of family practitioners and Judges in
Scotland and a separate one in England and Wales.

Convention on the Future of Europe

Finally, as you will know, the Convention on the Future of Europe has established a
Working Group on Cross-Border Security and Justice.  The Scottish Executive will be
closely following the discussions which take place in that group and is in touch with the
Home Office, Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Cabinet Office about the issues
that will be discussed there.

JIM WALLACE
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Statement by the Minister for Enterprise, Transport and Lifelong Learning

Enterprise and Lifelong Learning under the Danish Presidency

We are committed to helping every Scot to be ready for tomorrow’s jobs, creating a climate
for growth and investing in new sources of success.  This is reflected in our priorities for the
coming year which include:

� Improving skills and employability;
� Creating, growing and transforming business;
� Obtaining best value from Higher & Further Education and Science;
� Publishing a new Lifelong Learning Strategy;
� Connectivity and digital access;
� Making Local Economic Forums work;
� Improving the performance of our Enterprise Network;
� Reducing regional imbalances.

The Danish have set 5 priorities for their Presidency, none of which relate directly to this
portfolio although Sustainable Development could have potential implications for industry.
This and other EU dimensions across this portfolio may have implications for our ambitions.
But my officials liaise with colleagues across the Executive and in our EU office, as well as
with Whitehall Government Departments to ensure that Scottish business interests are taken
into account in policy development at UK and European level.

Employment and Industry matters do not feature prominently in the priorities for the Danish
Presidency but for the Scottish Executive the issues of interest are:

Research

The Sixth Framework Programme – this programme is worth 17.5billion euros over 5
years and due to start in September 2002.  There is an unresolved issue of bioethics where
some member states oppose EU funding of embryonic stem cell research.  The Scottish
concern is that research on unwanted embryos from ‘in vitro’ fertilisation along with stem
cells from existing banks should still be funded.  The UK is confident that this issue can be
resolved and work is underway to get agreement to a compromise amendment.

Energy/Telecoms

On the Energy front, Scottish Executive Officials will monitor whether political agreement
can be reached on the energy liberalisation package. The aim of the package is to have a
single European energy market that guarantees a secure supply at the Community level and
leads to a reduction in energy prices, and is therefore more accessible to all consumers, both
private and industrial.

On e-commerce, Scottish Executive Officials have already fed into the consultation on the e-
Europe Action Plan 2002-2005 via the Office of the e-envoy. Officials plan to engage with
EU countries on e-Government issues.
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Industry

We are aware of the proposed Green Paper on Entrepreneurship and are pursuing details on
content.  The UK input is being led by the Department of Trade and Industry/Small Business
Service, although Scottish Enterprise has provided material direct to the Commission on the
independent review of the Business Birth Rate Strategy and the planned activity under the
adopted “New Approach to Entrepreneurship” which was launched by Scottish Enterprise in
January 2002.  There is the possibility of a joint event between Scottish Enterprise and DG
Enterprise in October through the auspices of the European Association of regional
Development Agencies – officials are trying to establish details.

The revision of the Definition of an SME is potentially important for Scotland, as it will
affect regulation/funding across the range of EU activity.  Consultation on the proposal ends
in September and my officials will be paying close attention to the progress.

Employment Policy

Directive on Temporary Workers proposes to give agency workers parity of treatment with
permanent employees and is a reserved matter.  It could be controversial with employers
because of potential impact on flexibility of labour markets.

The European Employment Strategy  (EES) review will be of interest. Following adoption
of a Commission Communication on the Evaluation of the EES on 17 July, the Presidency
will look to agree a Council Resolution on the Strategy at the October Council.  This will
give the Council’s view on the Strategy from 1997-2002 and set out parameters for its
revision.  The European Committee is currently undertaking an enquiry into the Strategy.

Also, the Commission will adopt the 2002/3 Employment Package in Mid-November.  This
will include proposals for the reformed 2003 Employment Guidelines, a draft Joint
Employment Report and a recommendation on the implementation of Member States'
employment policies.  The package will be debated at the December Council.

Lifelong Learning

The Danish Presidency of the European Union has determined to raise the profile of
vocational education and training.  The Presidency aims to adopt a Resolution on “enhanced
co-operation in the area of vocational education and training” at the Council of Minister’s
meeting on 12 November.

The Danes now wish to focus on outcomes in this area.  The Council Resolution on Lifelong
Learning, agreed in May 2002, set out priority action areas.  These include effective
validation and recognition on non-formal and informal learning, and offering access to all,
especially disadvantaged groups.  The Danes will seek to make progress on these, and are
particularly interested in the recognition of prior learning.  The Scottish Credit and
Qualifications Framework has attracted European attention in this regard.

The Working Group on Quality Indicators of Lifelong Learning has just produced its
report.  UK membership included a representative from HMI.  It bases its work on the 16
indicators agreed by the Education Committee, and examines skills, competencies and
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attitudes, access and participation, and resources for Lifelong Learning and strategies and
systems.

The Executive’s new Lifelong Learning Strategy, due to be published in early 2003, will
take due consideration of the current EU lifelong learning agenda.

Transport under the Danish Presidency

Although transport is not a main priority, the Danish Presidency’s transport priorities will
focus on:

� Maritime cabotage
� Market access to ports services
� Aviation
� Public Service Requirements and Rail
� Infrastructure charging, and
� Freight transfer from roads

Maritime Cabotage

During the lifetime of the Danish Presidency, the European Commission will be continuing
its reviews of the regulation on maritime cabotage (which applies the principle of freedom to
provide services to maritime transport within Member States) and the related guidelines on
maritime state aids.  The Commission has sought the views of Members States in both cases
and the Scottish Executive contributed to the UK response which asked the Commission to
consider a number of issues where adjustments would be beneficial or where clarification is
required.  The Commission plans further meetings with Member States and the industry
before completing its reviews and the Executive will aim to ensure that Scottish interests and
concerns are recognised in these discussions.  In an answer to an oral question in the
European Parliament (H-0151/01), the Commission has made it clear that there are no plans
to alter Article 4 of Regulation 3577/92/EEC (the maritime cabotage regulation).  This sets
out the principle of non-discrimination in the maritime transport area and it is this provision
that has necessitated the tendering of subsidised ferry services.  From this EPQ and our own
discussions with the Commission, it is clear that the Commission’s reviews will not affect the
Executive's obligation to tender the Clyde and Hebrides ferry services.

Market Access to Port Services

Consideration of the Market Access to Port Services Directive will be continuing during the
Danish Presidency.  This is the main piece of action and regulation that the EU has pursued to
encourage competition in the provision of port services.  A draft Directive reached political
agreement at the June Transport Council.  This measure effectively opens up the market for
providing various services in ports carrying more than 3 million tonnes of freight per year or
200,000 passengers per year.  The Spanish Presidency pushed the draft to political agreement
very quickly (and the UK with Scottish Executive co-operation) argued strongly for a series
of improvements to how the directive would work in practice.  Concessions were won on the
application of the Directive to ports serving our lifeline ferry service routes.  The Directive
has now received a first reading in both the Parliament and the Council.  The views of the
two institutions still differ somewhat and it remains to be seen, probably nearer the end of the
year, whether the Parliament can accept the Council's common position.  The Executive will
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brief Scottish MEPs on the amendments drafted to protect Scottish interests so that they can
attempt to ensure that these elements of the text remain unchanged.  It may still be as late as
2004-5 before a final agreed version emerges, depending on the extent of any concerns on the
part of the European Parliament.

Aviation

On aviation, there is still emphasis on aviation security measures.  The creation of a Single
Sky is seen as a major challenge and it is hoped to have political agreement at the December
Council.  Of particular interest to Scotland is the proposed revision of the air slots regulation.
The Scottish Executive will continue in close contact with DfT on proposed changes to the
regulation, particularly with regard to the ongoing issue of measures to secure access to major
hub airports such as Heathrow and Gatwick for regional air services.  There is also an
opportunity to advocate slot protection for regional access during the current air services
consultation process within the UK.

The Executive is in regular contact with the UK Government about a wide range of aviation
matters.  They are aware of our interest in the proposal for a Regulation establishing common
rules on compensation and assistance to air passengers in the event of denied boarding and of
cancellation or long delay of flights.

Public Service Requirements

The Barcelona European Council also called for the adoption by December 2002 of proposals
on public service contracts.  The key issues of concern for Scotland are the length of rail
contracts and the consequences for Glasgow underground.  The Executive is fully involved in
discussions at the UK and EU level and is content with the shape the proposal is taking.

Second Rail Package

The key component in the strategy is to shift the balance between modes.  These issues are
reserved.  Some revision to UK law might be required.

The UK Government shares the objective of enhancing the role of railways in our transport
system through greater efficiency and higher quality service and broadly supports the
Communication.  On safety directive the proposals are broadly compatible with
Lord Cullen’s recent recommendations on rail safety management in Great Britain.

The Scottish Executive supports the objectives of the Commission’s strategy on railways
interoperability, which aims to reduce costs and facilitate market opening.  We also support in
principle the proposal for a European Rail Agency (ERA) on interoperability and safety
matters, and the proposal that the European Community should accede to the Convention
concerning International Carriage by Rail (COTIF).

Infrastructure Charging

We understand that the Commission is likely to come forward with a proposal on
infrastructure charging later in the autumn.  Although we do not expect that the
Commission’s proposal will affect the Executive’s current work on road user charging, we
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will of course consider the any implications that arise when the details of the Commission’s
thinking become available.

Freight

Sustainable methods of securing efficient delivery of freight remains of crucial importance to
Scotland – particularly given its position on the periphery of Europe.  A central plank of the
Executive’s transport policy is to encourage the modal switch of freight from road to rail and
water borne forms of transport.  To that end we welcome the EU’s continuing approval of the
original rail and inland waterways Freight Facilities Grant (FFG) scheme and also the
approval in the last year of our ability to make FFG awards for coastal and short sea shipping
projects.  However the EC’s approval of the shipping FFG scheme placed several constraints
on the GB awarding authorities, e.g. no grant towards purchase of ships, any proposed award
above 50% to go to Brussels.  Therefore after a recent consultation exercise carried out
jointly with DfT and Welsh Assembly Government we are likely to reopen discussion with
the Commission about proposals to widen the scope of that agreement.

We also welcome the EC’s proposed Marco Polo scheme to encourage modal shift but
understand that it  has not yet been agreed and is due to go to the October Transport Council
for political agreement. However, we support the Programme and its intentions to help the
transport and logistics industry to achieve sustained modal shifts of road freight onto short
sea shipping, rail and inland waterway and look forward to the proposal being agreed soon.

IAIN GRAY
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Statement by the Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport

EU interest in tourism issues has until recently been low. However, last year the European
Commission issued a Communication on tourism, with a 10 step action plan.  One of these
actions was to convene an Annual Tourist Summit to involve the private sector as well as
Member States.  The first meeting of this Summit will be held in Brussels on 10 December.
This will be largely attended by EU and Member State officials rather than Ministers.

An EU project of more interest to us concerns the development of tourism "satellite
accounts", which is an attempt to rectify the fact that national accounts classifications do not
generally measure accurately the contribution which tourism makes to national economies.
The EU is offering funding for further work on this issue and we are liaising with
VisitScotland and DCMS on taking forward research in this area; VisitScotland has offered to
contribute to the overall costs.

We understand that the Danish Presidency wishes to achieve real progress on current issues
in the cultural, audiovisual and sport fields. These issues will now be dealt with in the new
Education, Youth and Culture Council. In the audio-visual and cultural field the Danish
Presidency will primarily focus on three themes:

� The Directive on Television without Frontiers (to establish a single market for
television).  A reflections paper will come out before any new directive is put
forward.

� Free movement of artists and works of art taking in employment opportunities in
the cultural sector. The aim is to solve any problems or obstacles being placed in
the way of the free movement of artists and works of art within the EU. The item
is associated with the work plan for European co-operation in the field of culture
(adopted by the Council in May 2002).

� A regulatory framework to promote quality content on the Internet and in new
interactive digital media. This new issue would parallel several joint initiatives
taken on e-Europe. The Danes hope the discussions will lead to a Council
resolution.

All of these are reserved matters but ones that are equally relevant to Scotland as in the rest of
the UK.

The mid-term review of Culture 2000 is likely to arrive too late for serious consideration by
the Danish Presidency. The review will be of interest to us, as it will inform the development
of our National Cultural Strategy, now approaching its third year of implementation.

Danish efforts on sport during its Presidency will concentrate on three main initiatives:

� Enhanced efforts to tackle doping in sport by European backing for WADA
(World Anti-Doping Agency) initiatives;

� Preparation for a European Year of Education through Sport in 2004;
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� A draft paper on the values of voluntary sport and the role of voluntary sporting
organisations.

All three of these initiatives are of importance in Scotland. We are committed to ensuring a
drug-free environment for sport. Sportscotland is working with UK Sport and the other
national sports councils to develop anti-doping policies and procedures. Sportscotland is also
working on a code of ethics for adoption by the Scottish Governing Bodies which will
encompass anti-doping policies. We are working with the EU and the UK Government to
ensure that the European Year of Education through Sport is suitably recognised in Scotland.
We welcome the EU`s interest in the role of volunteers in sport. Volunteers in Scotland play
an invaluable role in enabling many sporting activities to take place, particularly youth sports.

My officials contribute to these issues, in co-operation with officials at the DCMS, where
appropriate.

MIKE WATSON
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Statement by the Minister for Education and Young People

The Scottish Executive Education Department shares the educational concerns and priorities
of the European Union, especially the desire for social cohesion and opportunities for all. As
part of the UK delegation to the Education Committee of the Council of Ministers, Scotland
actively participates in discussions on these priorities. Such discussions take place also in a
wide range of European education and training conferences, seminars and working groups
and we send Scottish representatives, at Ministerial and official level, to these whenever
possible. The decision to bring the Education, Youth and Culture Councils together mirrors
our own arrangements within the Department and offers opportunities for transfer of
knowledge which will benefit all three.

The Objectives Report on education and training will continue to be a priority for the Danish
Presidency. It seeks to improve the quality and effectiveness of education and training
systems, facilitating access and opening up these systems to public scrutiny. The key topics
of literacy, numeracy, ICT, teacher education, quality assurance, citizenship, language
learning and mobility are all consonant with our own National Priorities. The Scottish
Executive therefore welcomes this ongoing debate and will seek to make a substantial input
to the discussion at EU level. Scotland can learn much from this exchange of knowledge and
also has much to offer.

Recognition of qualifications is a major interest in the Danish Presidency. This will extend
not only to higher education, but also to vocational education and accreditation of prior
learning. The problems which member states have in respect of one another’s qualifications
are gradually diminishing thanks to initiatives such as the European Credit Transfer Scheme,
the Bologna Agreement, ERASMUS which encourages student mobility and the NARIC
network (National Academic Recognition Information Centres). Nevertheless, much needs to
be done especially at the more technical or vocational levels. The Commission’s Action Plan
following the recommendations of the Skills and Mobility Task Force seeks to make member
states’ education systems more responsive to the needs of the labour market, and this is a
priority for us also. Improved skills, flexible qualifications and a desire to continue in
learning are all very much in our sights and we are pleased to see ourselves so much at one
with the EU in this regard.

The continuing work on youth developments is also of great interest to the Executive.
Following the publication last year of the White Paper “A New Impetus for European Youth”
the Danes have launched a questionnaire to member states on participation and information in
the Youth field. We will co-operate with our UK partners in responding to this and look
forward to reading the final analysis at the end of the Presidency. An important youth event
was held early in the Presidency at which 1000 young people from all over Europe (including
Scotland) discussed how to co-operate further with one another. The results from this will
feed into the final analysis also. The Scottish Executive liaises closely with DFES and the
other Devolved Administrations on youth matters in relation to the EU and will continue to
promote youth support through effective initiatives such as Young Scot and Eurodesk.
Funded by the Executive and the European Commission, these have been taken up as
exemplars for the rest of Europe.

The European Year concept is now well established in the EU and our third National Priority
accords well with the intended theme for 2003 which is to be the European Year of
Disabilities. We welcome moves to extend equal opportunities to all, despite inherent
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difficulties, and this is embedded in our social inclusion policies. We also look forward to the
start of preparations for the Year of Education through Sport in 2004, which will serve to
emphasise the importance that sport has in young people’s development. The Scottish
Executive has directed considerable funding towards widening opportunities for sport, and
shares the EU’s aim of highlighting the importance of this area.

The Scottish Parliament’s European Committee continues to be a valuable source of wisdom
and guidance in matters European and we welcome the opportunity to work together with it
in sharing our education and training objectives with our European partners and in
participating in discussions which will help to improve the quality of the service here in
Scotland. Europe Day in the Parliament was an example of illumination and co-operation,
with youngsters from all over Scotland coming to share with MSPs their experience and
understanding of Europe through projects and exchanges. Our National Debate on Education,
the outcomes of which are now being analysed and evaluated, will offer further ideas for
development not only here but elsewhere and has already been noted as an interesting
initiative for emulation by other countries. We will continue to promote special links with
certain European countries and regions which share key characteristics with us and I look
forward to reporting on these in due course. We have much in common with other modern
European democracies, facing many of the same issue and affected by the same trends.
Shared objectives will continue to inform our thinking in aiming to improve the quality of
education and training throughout Europe.

CATHY JAMIESON
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Statement by the Minister for Finance and Public Services

The Minister for Finance and Public Services has responsibility for European Structural
Funds.  The current programmes, worth £990m in total in Scotland, run from 2000 to 2006;
formal negotiations between Member States on the future of Structural Funds will take place
following the publication of the European Commission proposals in the Third Cohesion
Report in 2003.  Enlargement, which is one of Denmark’s most important priorities for their
Presidency, will have the greatest impact upon Structural Funds.  Ministers welcome the
recent report produced by the Committee which addressed these issues and the Finance
Minister has replied formally [check timing – Minute including draft response to Committee
has been sent to Ministers for their approval].

The Scottish Executive is actively involved in the current debate on the future of regional
policy post 2006 in an enlarged EU.  As part of this debate, the Commission is holding a
series of seminars on the 10 priorities highlighted in the Second Cohesion Report, published
in January 2001.  The first was held in May 2002 and discussed territorial priorities.  A
further two, on horizontal priorities and simplification, are due to be held during the Danish
Presidency.  These seminars will assist the Commission in developing its proposals for
Structural Funds post 2006.  The Deputy Minister for Finance and Public Services will be
attending a meeting organised by Commissioner Barnier on simplification and the future of
Structural Funds in October.  There was also an opportunity to discuss urban issues at the
“Cities for Cohesion” conference organised by the Commission in July.

We will continue to use our considerable expertise in the implementation of Structural Funds
to help inform the debate on the shape of future policies.  We will use the expertise built up in
evaluation to help ensure future Structural Fund allocations are based on evidence of what
has been effective in the past.

Since November 1999, the Scottish Executive, on behalf of the UK Government, has been the
lead partner in a consortium involving France and Ireland in a Twinning Covenant to help the
Czech Republic prepare for Structural Funds after accession.  We are also involved in a
Finnish twinning project with Estonia and have hosted a number of study visits from other
accession countries.  Throughout the Danish Presidency, we will continue to support the
process of enlargement by using our knowledge and experience to assist the accession
countries prepare for the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.  In addition to the
importance of ensuring that accession countries use future Structural Funds efficiently,
twinning also presents an opportunity to forge links with important developing economies to
our mutual benefit.

The Danish Presidency will prove a crucial period for the enlargement process and the future
of Structural Funds and the Scottish Executive will be actively engaged at all levels in this
debate.

ANDY KERR
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Statement by the Minister for Health and Community Care

The EU Health Council has now been subsumed into the new Employment, Social Policy,
Health and Consumer Affairs Council, and the main health event of the Danish Presidency
will be the meeting of that Council on 2 December.  Many of the health items on the agenda
are inherited from previous Presidencies, and work on these is continuing.  They include:-

� Collaboration on Cross-Border Health Care;

� Bio-terrorism;

� The Tobacco Advertising Directive and other control work; and

� The draft Directive for Tissues of Human Origin.

Other work on health which will take place under the Danish Presidency is the conciliation
process on the Blood Safety Directive; a proposal for a Council recommendation on
prevention and reduction of risks associated with drug dependence; and a Commission report
and assessment on E-Health.  The Danish Presidency also has objectives on food safety,
including the adoption of new effective rules to combat food-borne illnesses such as
salmonella, better rules on food hygiene, and agreement on the rules for genetically modified
food.

The June Health Council agreed that there would be a “high level process of reflection” on
cross-Border health care.  The Commission also intends to include relevant proposals in
its Programme of Community Action in the field of public health.  The Executive shares with
the UK as a whole an interest in ensuring that the provisions of Article 152 of the Treaty are
maintained and that the organisation and delivery of healthcare services remain a matter for
member States rather than for the Commission.  It will be important to establish that
the NHS, as a service free at the point of delivery, is not encompassed by the single market
rules as social insurance schemes are, and would therefore be exempt from any attempts to
extend the competence of the Commission in this area.  So far, there has been a degree of
consensus among member States about the short-term approach to this issue, which supports
the UK position that the way forward should be outside the existing EU legislative
framework.

EU work to combat bio-terrorism (including radiological and chemical threats) is led by
the Civil Protection Committee.  A number of other working groups - including the Health
and Pharmaceutical Committees - will submit views on the Commission document setting out
the range of the EU response to that Committee by the end of September.  The Committee
will then be responsible for informing the discussion and decisions to be taken at
the Copenhagen European Council in December.  The EU already has a communicable
disease network, including a rapid alert system for any outbreak of infectious diseases.
Its current work focuses on co-ordination of public health emergency planning and
preparedness, and ensuring availability of appropriate treatments.  Action by the EU adds
value by pooling the expertise of all member States; reinforcing analytic capacity and
surveillance; increasing training for the first line of alert (GPs, vets and pharmacists), and
planning for burden-sharing of costly logistics such as stockpiles and equipment.
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An important meeting of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control takes place
during the last 2 weeks of October.  Discussions will take place at the Health Working Group
on 2 September with the aim of agreeing a common position among EU member States prior
to this round.  The focus is likely to be on 3 areas which the June 2002 Health Council agreed
would need further consideration.  These are:-

� The advertising of tobacco products;

� Tax-free sales of tobacco products; and

� Passive smoking.

The European Parliament Opinion on proposals for a Directive on Advertising and
Sponsorship of Tobacco Products is likely to come too late for the Danish Presidency to
make any real progress on this Directive.

Work is likely to continue on a draft Directive for Tissues of Human Origin.  There is likely
to be a status report to the Council on 2 December.  Although the scope of the proposed
Directive is wider than the UK’s current Code of Practice, it will provide a legal basis for
the UK’s existing voluntary accreditation scheme for tissue banks.  In particular,
the Commission’s proposals would require a competent authority in each member State to
inspect and accredit tissue banking establishments, and would introduce a system for
the import and export of human tissues and cells from outside the EU that are intended for
human transplantation.

The Commission is due to produce a report on, and assessment of, E-Health in November of
this year.  The E-Health Action Plan 2002 includes the following objectives:-

� To ensure that primary and secondary healthcare providers have a health telematics
infrastructure - including regional networks - in place;

� To identify and disseminate best practice in E-Health services in Europe; and

� To establish health technology and data assessment networks.

EU enlargement is the main focus for the Danish Presidency, which aims to ensure
the conclusion of negotiations with the 10 leading accession countries by the Copenhagen
Council in December, so that they may join in 2004. If successful, this may have
repercussions for Scotland including challenges to the control of infectious diseases within
the Union, and possible new opportunities for the recruitment of skilled nursing staff and
doctors from the over-supply that may exist in areas such as the Baltic states.

MALCOLM CHISHOLM
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Statement by the Minister for Environment and Rural Development

Agriculture under the Danish Presidency

The Agenda 2000 CAP reform package created an obligation for a Mid Term Review of the
Common Agricultural Policy to be undertaken in 2002.  This process is now underway with
the publication on 10 July of the Commission’s headline proposals for reform.  The key
challenge for the Danish Presidency is to make substantial progress towards agreeing a
package of measures which can be implemented in 2004.  Progress will not be easily
achieved as Member States are well divided in their opinions on the Commission’s proposals.

With Scottish farmers currently receiving around £450 million a year from CAP subsidies
and most of our rural policy decisions being influenced to some degree by CAP regulations,
any material change to the CAP is important for Scotland.  We have been engaged in
discussions with Whitehall and Brussels since last year to promote Scottish interests and will
continue to do so as the proposals are negotiated and developed over the coming months.

There are two main strands to the reform proposals.  One is that future support to the
agriculture industry should be “decoupled” from production criteria so that farmers would
receive on-going support, not linked to what they produce (if anything), calculated according
to an historical reference period and subject to compliance with conditions relating to animal
welfare, environmental care and food quality.  The second is that this support should be
subject to modulation which would transfer some of the money (rising annually by
3% increments to 20%) to Pillar II of the CAP where it would be redistributed amongst
Member States to be used for environmental measures and general rural development.

I have given a cautious welcome to these proposals on the grounds that decoupling will leave
farmers free to produce what the market wants without having to consider subsidy
implications, while an increase in environmental and rural funding will potentially benefit the
wider rural community.  The Commission’s proposals are, however, short on crucial detail
and it is this detail which will determine how acceptable or otherwise the package would be
to Scotland.  Currently we are carrying out work to assess how various possible options might
impact on Scotland and will refine this as more details of the proposals emerge.  The
expectation is that the Commission will produce draft legislative texts during the autumn for
discussion during the latter half of the Danish Presidency.  Progress will then depend upon
the attitude of key Member States but with all the signs indicating some difficult negotiations
ahead.  We will be fully involved in determining the UK position and advancing this in
Brussels.

Apart from CAP reform, there are a number of food safety and animal health and welfare
issues on the Danish agenda in which we have a strong interest.  These include expected
proposals to amend European legislation on the control of Foot and Mouth Disease and to
severely reduce the personal allowance of food imported from third countries.  We also
expect proposals to improve the welfare of animals during transport and while we support
improved animal welfare standards, we shall seek to ensure that any decisions are based on
sound science but do not disproportionately disadvantage Scottish livestock farmers in the
more remote areas.

Proposals are still awaited on sheep identification and traceability.  We support the concept of
a robust traceability system but one which is cost-effective and administratively manageable.
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Sea Fisheries under the Danish Presidency

Good Outcomes for Scotland from the EU-Norway and internal EU TAC and Quota
negotiations are important priorities, and also (thought further down the list), continuing
pressure for more appropriate regulation of deep-water species.

Review of the Common Fisheries Policy

The Common Fisheries Policy is due to be reviewed by the end of 2002.  The Commission
published its proposals for the reform of the CFP in May.  The proposals include plans to
improve conservation policy, introduce multi-annual management of fish stocks, integrate
environmental considerations into fisheries management, improve scientific advice given to
managers, establish Regional Advisory Councils, improve control and enforcement policy
and reduce the capacity of the European fleet to bring it more in line with the levels of stocks.
It also proposes to retain the principle of relative stability.

Many of these proposals are in tune with the Scottish Executive’s priorities for CFP reform.
The challenge now is to turn the proposals into legislation in the face of opposition from the
so-called ‘Friends of Fishing’ (Spain, France, Portugal, Italy, Greece and Ireland).

It is possible that the Council will not be able to come to agreement on the proposals by 31
December.  In this eventuality, the Commission intends to produce legislation allowing for a
continuation of the status quo (most notably the continuation of the 6&12 mile limits which
are due to lapse at the end of this year) until such time as agreement is reached.

Some key issues which particularly affect Scotland are the Hague Preferences and the
Shetland Box.  The Commission has indicated that it wishes to see fishing quotas assigned
under the principle of relative stability with regard to any special circumstances including the
Hague Preferences.  It also proposes to retain the Shetland Box, subject to a review by the
end of 2003.

Executive officials participated in the first set of CFP negotiations in July as part of the UK
delegation.  The proposals are due to be discussed at the Agriculture/Fisheries Council
meeting at the end of September.

We have been holding a wide-ranging consultation exercise with industry and other
stakeholders.  This ended on 30 August.  Taking into account the results of the consultation,
we are contributing to the preparation of the final UK position paper on the proposals.

Cod and Hake Recovery Plans

Following the publication (in December 2001) of proposals for long term recovery plans for
cod and hake, the Commission is considering the various views and comments from Member
States.  The plan is to review matters during the summer (August) Commission recess; and to
present during September revised proposals for further discussion and negotiation.  Some of
the more problematic issues inherent in earlier proposals are likely to be rolled into CFP
Review discussions, with a more focused, prioritised approach to management of cod and
hake stocks.
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The Scottish fleet has a significant interest in cod (which is taken with other species in mixed
whitefish fisheries), so we have a key interest in ensuring that the management measures that
are finally agreed are appropriate and reflect the interests both of stock conservation and
Scottish fishermen.  Executive officials will be involved as part of UK delegations in
resumed negotiations, in preparation for consideration of proposals and decisions on fisheries
management measures at Council later in the year.

Environment under the Danish Presidency

EU environmental legislation is effective in ensuring cleaner water, land and air and
improved nature conservation for Scotland, whilst maintaining a level, competitive playing
field across Europe for Scottish enterprise and industry.

The main priority for the Scottish Executive is to ensure that Scottish circumstances and
concerns are taken into account in the development of the UK line and hence reflected in
decisions at EU level. Key environmental policy dossiers that are of particular interest to the
Scottish Executive and are being considered during the second half of 2002 include the
following.

In the Council of the European Union

The proposed Directive on Emissions Trading forms an integral part of the European Union's
strategy to tackle climate change. This is one of the Kyoto mechanisms which enables the
trading of emissions credits between those countries which have taken on emissions reduction
targets. It means that greenhouse gas emission reductions  will take place in the most cost-
effective areas. The Commission’s proposed scheme would be compulsory whereas the
current UK scheme is voluntary and has a broader sectoral coverage.  The way in which the
UK scheme has been set up means that it is a devolved matter.  Negotiations on the proposed
EU scheme are continuing and the Danish Presidency hopes to reach a common position at
the Environment Council in October.

The proposed Directive on Traceability and Labelling of GMOs,  continues to be a politically
sensitive issue. This proposal aims to create a harmonised EU system for tracing and
identifying GMOs and products derived from them at all stages of their placing on the
market. The Danish Presidency hopes to agree a common position at the October Council.

The revision of the Directive on Packaging and Packaging Waste,  sets new and challenging
overall targets for the recovery and recycling of packaging waste, together with some
material-specific targets. A common position is likely to be adopted at the October Council.

The proposed Directive on Environmental Liability  aims to prevent or remedy significant
environmental damage. Issues under consideration include whether or not an insurance
regime should be compulsory and what exemptions and defences might be allowed to protect
operators from liability. The Danish Presidency is looking to reach a common position in
December.

In the European Parliament

The three proposals in relation to the Aarhus Convention. The European Parliament has
delivered its second reading on the Directive on Public Access to Environmental Information
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and will do this for the Directive on Public Participation in September. Both dossiers may
result in conciliation discussions with the Council. A proposal on the third (Access to Justice)
pillar of the Aarhus Convention is being developed by the European Commission and a
second working paper has just been issued.

The Directive on Waste Electrical & Electronic Equipment (and linked Directive on
Restriction of use of Hazardous Substances). The significant differences between the
Parliament and Council are likely to be addressed in September conciliation discussions.

In the European Commission

The Recreational Waters Directive (a revision of the “Bathing Waters Directive”) is expected
from the European Commission during the second half of 2002. This is likely to seek tighter
standards, management actions and better public information.

The expected proposals on Volatile Organic Compounds in Paints, on Batteries and on
Mining Waste.

Sustainable development is a key overall priority for the  Danes, with the World Summit on
Sustainable Development taking place in Johannesburg during its Presidency. The First
Minister visited Johannesburg for the Summit. That visit reflects the high priority which the
Executive attaches to sustainable development and the fact that many of the outcomes of the
Summit may fall to the Executive to implement within its devolved responsibilities. The
Scottish Executive is monitoring closely the progress of the Summit and the outcomes that
arise from it.

The Scottish Executive recognises the valuable contribution that EU policy has made to
improving the environment of Scotland and the rest of Europe. We will continue to engage
constructively with the UK Government to ensure that EU environmental legislation carries
on delivering benefits for Scotland.

ROSS FINNIE
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Statement by the Minister for Social Justice

The European Union agreed in 2000 to a new policy process, an “open method of co-
ordination” in relation to social inclusion. The process is to support the goal of increased
social cohesion in the European Union between 2001 and 2010. The Scottish Executive and
other Scottish bodies contributed to the UK National Action Plan on Social Inclusion, which
was produced in June 2000. This drew heavily on the strategic approach to tackling poverty
and social inclusion already set out in the Social Justice Annual Report for Scotland and the
UK equivalent strategy – Opportunity for All.

The Joint Report on Social Inclusion draws on the action plans of all member states and has
been produced to provide a good basis for co-operation and exchange of learning between
States in the future.

Work is continuing under the Danish Presidency on European indicators of social exclusion.
The European Commission has commented favourably on the gender dis-aggregation of
Scottish social inclusion indicators in the UK National Action Plan.

The Commission has a new action programme to foster learning and co-ordination between
member states based on the National Action Plan process.   The bidding process is underway
for the various strands of the programme.   There is interest and awareness of this among
universities and other organisations in Scotland and the Scottish Executive will be keen to
encourage Scottish engagement in the programme.

Work will also continue on corporate social responsibility with the possible production of a
white paper on corporate social responsibility during the Danish Presidency. The Scottish
Executive contributed to the DTI response to the earlier green paper on corporate social
responsibility from which this new initiative will build.

The Scottish Executive is committed to promoting equality for all.  The Equality Strategy -
Working Together for Equality, published in November 2000, gives a commitment to long-
term changes to Scottish culture and to mainstreaming equality into Scottish Executive
policies, services and spending plans.

Through a number of EU Directives, the Executive has been able to challenge behaviour and
attitudes that cause or sustain discrimination or prejudice. The Race Directive will introduce a
minimum standard of legal protection from race discrimination across Europe. Existing UK
legislation will be enhanced, and citizens from minority ethnic groups, who live, study or
travel within Europe will benefit.  The Scottish Executive was fully involved in informing the
UK line on the European Union Article 13 Employment Directive dealing with
discrimination in employment, occupation, vocational training and guidance on the grounds
of disability, age, religion and sexual orientation.  The Executive is now working with the
Department of Trade and Industry in the consultation process towards implementing this
Directive in Scotland.

Contributions and comments on reports from Europe, such as the UK's 16th Report to the UN
Committee on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, help foster good
relations.  In June 2001, Executive officials were examined by a Council of Europe Advisory
Committee on the first Report from the UK on the Council of Europe's Framework
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities.  In addition the Executive attended the
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World Conference Against Racism in South Africa in September 2001 as part of the
European delegation.

The European Year of Disabled People in 2003 provides an opportunity to raise awareness of
disability issues and tackle stereotypical attitudes about disability.  The Executive will
contribute to activities to mark the year.

As part of the EQUAL Community Initiative, the Executive has secured matched funding
from the European Social Fund to tackle gender inequalities, and in particular, the pay gap
between men and women, which stands at an average of 17-18% in Scotland.   This includes
working with transnational partners and sharing best practice across Europe.

The Executive is committed to equality matters at the European level and will continue to
ensure that the Scottish position is properly considered and reflected through collaboration
and consultation.

MARGARET CURRAN
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BRIEFING PAPER

“Update on the plans for the Scottish Parliament Convention
on the Future of Europe”

Introduction

1 Prior to the summer recess, Members of the Committee tasked the clerk with
preparations for the Scottish Parliament Convention on the Future of Europe,
hosted by the European Committee.

2 Most of the activity during the summer recess in relation to this Convention
has been focused on the following areas:

� Budgets and authorisations
� Advance publicity
� Selection of the delegate list – key organisations, young people and the

general public
� Selection of keynote speakers, reporters and other VIPs
� Programme, Information Packs etc
� Press activity to promote the event on the day
� Catering, security and other arrangements for the day

3 A concise description of the tasks in each of these areas carried out by the
clerk on behalf of the Committee is set out below

Budgets and authorisations

4 On behalf of the Committee, the clerk requested that the Conveners’ Liaison
Group agree to allocate a proportion of the Parliament’s civic participation
funds for this event. This request was successful. The funds are being used to
finance the production of publicity material, catering costs and the costs of
covering travel/subsistence for those members of the general public/young
people who request that these sums be met in order for them to be able to
attend this event.  The procedures being used follow the principles of the
Parliament’s witness expense scheme.
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Advance Publicity

5 Five hundred A-3 size, full colour posters were produced using the
Parliament’s in-house contractor.  These were mailed in early July to all
MSPs, all Scotland’s MPs and the Parliament’s Partner Libraries all across
Scotland.  All these bodies or individuals were asked to display the posters
prominently in their libraries, offices, surgeries etc., to encourage the general
public to attend.

6 In addition, a news release publicising the event is to be sent to all national
and local papers and other media outlets, as well as the Parliament’s website
(from 12 September 2002).

Delegate List

7 The Committee agreed previously that four groups of people be invited as
delegates to this Convention:

� Full and alternate Members of the Convention on the Future of Europe
from the UK and other VIPs

� Representatives of key groups and organisations across Scotland,
including ‘pro-Europe’ and ‘anti-Europe’ groups

� Representatives of the Scottish Youth Parliament and other young
people

� A cross-section of the general public from across Scotland

8 A list of those delegates in the above groupings who have been formally
invited can be found in Annex A.  Members are requested simply to
endorse this list and suggest, with due regard to very limited space and
timing constraints, any additional delegates.

9 In addition to the named delegates, certain individuals were asked to make a
keynote speech at the start of the Convention, following the formal welcome
to the Scottish Parliament by the Deputy Presiding Officer and the Convener.
These include:

� Rt Hon Peter Hain MP, UK Minister for Europe (cannot attend)1

� Rt Hon Jack McConnell MSP, First Minister, of Rt Hon Jim Wallace
MSP, Deputy First Minister (cannot attend)2

� Gisela Stuart MP, Member of the Convention on the Future of Europe
(confirmed)

                                                
1 Alternative options being explored are the Rt. Hon Jack Straw MP, Baroness Scotland of Ashanti (alternate
member of the Convention for the UK Government) or a senior official of the FCO or other Whitehall
Department.  As of 4 September 2002, no Minister from the UK Government was available to attend and
alternative arrangements are being made for a senior civil servant to attend and make this keynote speech.
2 Peter Peacock MSP, Deputy Minister for Finance and Central Services has been selected by the Executive to
attend the event on its behalf.
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� David Heathcoat Amory MP, Member of the Convention on the Future
of Europe (confirmed)

� The Lord Maclennan, Member of the Convention on the Future of
Europe (t.b.c.)

� Professor Sir Neil MacCormick MEP, Alternate Member of the
Convention on the Future of Europe (confirmed)

� Councillor Keith Brown, Alternate Member of the Convention on the
Future of Europe (confirmed)

� Andrew Duff MEP, Member of the Convention on the Future of Europe
(confirmed)

10 Members are asked to endorse this proposed listing of keynote
speakers. These keynote speakers will be asked to make a personal
contribution as to their views on the Future of Europe (5-10 mins).  The
intention is that they introduce, in accessible language, some of the key
themes that delegates will be asked to discuss during the course of the event.

11 Finally, three further individuals are suggested to undertake the role of
‘reporter/rapporteur’ to summarise at the end of the Convention the themes of
the day and their overall impression of the discussion and any consensus.
The Committee agreed previously that these reporters/rapporteurs should be
drawn from the media, an academic and a representative of Scotland’s
younger generation. Members are requested to endorse the suggested list
below:

� Rory Watson, Freelance Journalist and former European
Correspondent for the Herald

� Professor Noreen Burrows, Jean Monnet Professor of European Law,
University of Glasgow

� Sarah English, Scotland Europa, Member of the UK Delegation to the
EU’s Youth Convention on the Future of Europe (t.b.c)

Programme and Information Packs

12 The draft final programme for the Convention is set out in Annex B. Members
are requested to endorse its contents.

13 To assist all delegates on the day, two documents have been produced and
sent as part of the delegate packs. The first, prepared by SPICe, is a short,
concise and accessible overview of the Future of Europe debate and the
questions being raised in the Committee’s event. The second, is the draft of
the Committee’s follow-up report on the Future of Europe. The intention is
that this second document be updated following the Scottish Parliament
Convention, and submitted formally to the EU Convention on the Future
of Europe, as well as wider distribution.
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Press activity to promote the event on the day

14 As indicated above, a draft press release is being prepared for Scottish
national and local media outlets. This will be released shortly before the event
(probably 12 September).

15 Live TV footage will be available of the event and the Convention will be
webcast. An interactive discussion forum on the parliament’s website is being
arranged.

Catering, security and other arrangements for the day

16 Utilising the sums made available from civic participation funds, the following
catering arrangements have been made:

� Tea and coffee in the Black and White corridor for delegates on arrival
and at the mid-morning break

� Water at each seat in the Chamber. This is to be replenished during
the lunch break

� Water for 30 in both Committee Room one and two for the workshops
� A buffet lunch, including some hot food, vegetarian and vegan options

and soft drinks, all food and drink will be clearly labelled.

17 All delegates, including VIPs, will be required to register upon arrival and will
be escorted to their pre-defined seats in the Chamber. The clerk will make the
necessary housekeeping and safety announcements shortly before the start
of the Convention. The clerk will draw upon other parliamentary staff (e.g.
security, participation services) and volunteers (as ushers) to assist on the
day.

Action Requested

18 Plans are now very far-advanced and the Committee is requested to review
progress to and endorse the final arrangements as described in this paper.

Stephen Imrie
Clerk to the European Committee

3 September 2002
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ANNEX A

Delegate List (invited as of 3 September)

VIPs/Keynote speakers

Gisela Stuart MP House of Commons
David Heathcoat Amory MP House of Commons
Andrew Duff MEP European Parliament
Representative (official) Foreign and Commonwealth Office or Cabinet Office
The Lord MacLennan House of Lords (tbc)
Neil MacCormick MEP European Parliament
Councillor Keith Brown Clackmannanshire Council
Elizabeth Holt European Commission Representation in Scotland
Helen Collins European Parliament Representation in Scotland
Peter Peacock MSP Scottish Executive
Irene Oldfather MSP Scottish Parliament
John Home Robertson MSP Scottish Parliament
Sarah Boyack MSP Scottish Parliament
Helen Eadie MSP Scottish Parliament
Ben Wallace MSP Scottish Parliament
Dennis Canavan MSP Scottish Parliament
Lloyd Quinan MSP Scottish Parliament
Colin Campbell MSP Scottish Parliament
Nora Radcliffe MSP Scottish Parliament
Elspeth Attwooll MEP European Parliament
Rory Watson Freelande Journalist, Brussels
David Martin MEP European Parliament

Prominent Organisations

Kathy Cameron CoSLA
Tracy White STUC
Denis Malone Highlands and Islands European Partnership
Martin Bell Scottish Council for Development and Industry
Stefano Boni Federation of Small Businesses
Warrick Malcolm Scottish Chambers of Commerce
James Withers National Farmer’s Union (Scotland)
Kevin Franz Action for Churches Together in Scotland
Donald Reid Scottish Civic Forum
John Ferguson Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations
Representative European Movement
Representative (tbc) Scottish Crofters Union
Donald Martin (tbc) Communn na Gáidhlig
Joseph Smith UK Independence Party
Angus MacFadyen Business for Sterling, The NO Campaign
Caroline Boyle Scotland in Europe
Alex Wright University of Dundee
Noreen Burrows University of Glasgow
Trevor Salmon (tbc) University of Aberdeen
John Bachtler European Policies Research Centre, University of Strathclyde
Catriona Carter Europa Institute, University of Edinburgh
Lloyd Austin RSPB
Ken Collins Scottish Environmental Protection Agency
John Edward Scottish Enterprise
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Flora McLean Scottish Food & Drink Federation
Euan Page Visit Scotland
David Sinclair (tbc) Church and Nation Committee, Secretary
John Anderson Clydesdale Bank
Lynn Dobson University of Edinburgh
Kyla Brand Social Responsibility in Scotland
Kate Young Assistant to Ian Hudghton MEP
Rosemarie McIIwhan Scottish Human Rights Centre
Ken Macdonald Clackmannanshire Council
Jim Gorie Forum For Private Business

Young People

Steven Kidd The Scottish Youth Parliament
Representative The Scottish Youth Parliament
Representative The Scottish Youth Parliament
Maureen Rooney Eurodesk UK / European Resource Centre (ERC)
Patrick McMenamin Eurodesk UK / ERC
Representative Eurodesk UK / ERC
Representative Young Scot
Sarah English Scotland Europa
Blair McDougall
Sabine Hoegen
Dave Sammels
Representative Denny High School, Modern Studies Department
Representative Denny High School, Modern Studies Department
Representative Denny High School, Modern Studies Department
Representative Denny High School, Modern Studies Department
Representative Denny High School, Modern Studies Department
Representative Denny High School, Modern Studies Department

Other (consisting of members of the public, nominations by committee members and
other prominent organisations not previously invited)

James Trolland
Karen Freel Assistant to Elspeth Attwool MSP
Laura McGread Glasgow City Council
Angela Morgan Scottish Association for Mental Health
Andrea Schwedler East of Scotland European Consortium
Lutz Badenhop Angus Council
Kirsty Bateman Euro Info Centre
Liza Wallace
Vivian Linacre British Weights and Measures Campaign
Desmond Nolan
Ann Packard MIPR FRSA RSA
Alistair McConnachie
Francois Josserand University of Strathclyde
Ian Traill Eurotactics
Julia Palmer
David Roberts
Margaret Danbury Hall Aitkin
Inga Wolframm Saltire
Alex Orr
Gail Grant British Medical Association
Nuala Boyle Scottish Enterprise
David Purdy
Gordon Heggie University of Strathclyde
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Siobhan Mathers McGrigor Donald
Fiona Watson Scottish Enterprise Borders
Michael P. Clancy Law Society of Scotland
Alex McGhee Inverclyde Council
Malcolm Leitch West of Scotland European Consortium
Jeremy Purvis McEwan Purvis
Tracey Archibald Scottish Enterprise Edinburgh and Lothian
Peter Russell Glasgow City Council
Patricia MacKinnon
Sarah Weatherston
Steve Wiette Mearns Academy
Sarah Macdonald Mearns Academy
Kevin Docherty Mearns Academy
Representative Mearns Academy
Jonathan Muirhead Weir Leather
Noel Foy
Stephen Ballantyne
Noel Foy guest (2)
Stuart Crawford
Maralynn Hagood
Bob Eadie
Representative Gorgy Dalry Community Council
Representative The Adult Learning Project, Edinburgh
Representative The Adult Learning Project, Edinburgh
Nanette Reid
Margaret Fairley
Ina Beattie

NB. Any unallocated spaces additional to the above list will be offered to those on
the reserve list, with a priority given to members of the general public and young
people.
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ANNEX B

Draft Final Programme (as of 3 September)

09h15 Registration (tea/coffee will be served)

09h50 Welcome
Mr George Reid MSP, Deputy Presiding Officer, The Scottish Parliament

10h00 Keynote Speakers (chaired by Irene Oldfather MSP, Convener of the
European Committee):

Mr Peter Peacock MSP, Deputy Minister for Finance and Public Services, Scottish Executive
Ms Gisela Stuart MP, Member of the Convention on the Future of Europe and Chair of
Working Group IV (National Parliaments)
Rt Hon David Heathcoat Amory MP, Member of the Convention on the Future of Europe
The Lord Maclennan, Alternate Member of the Convention on the Future of Europe (tbc)
Professor Sir Neil MacCormick MEP, Alternate Member of the Convention on the Future of
Europe
Mr Andrew Duff MEP, Full Member of the Convention on the Future of Europe and Vice
President of the European Parliament Delegation
Councillor Keith Brown, Alternate Member of the (Observer) Delegation from the Committee of
the Regions to the Convention on the Future of Europe
UK Government Representative (official level) (tbc)

11h15 Tea/Coffee

11h30 Open debate – what is Europe for?

12h30 Buffet lunch provided by the Scottish Parliament (Black and White Corridor)

13h30 Breakout Seminars (in parallel)
i) What should the European Union do and what should nation states or regions do?
(Committee Room 2)
ii) How should the European Union be reformed? (Committee Room 1)
iii) Where does Scotland fit in and how should our institutions work with the European
Union? (The Chamber)

14h30 Report back on Seminars
Rory Watson, Freelance Journalist, Brussels (tbc)
Professor Noreen Burrows, University of Glasgow
Sarah English, UK Delegate to the EU Youth Convention on the Future of Europe (tbc)

15h00 Open debate – continuing discussions

(circa.) 16h00 Close
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BRIEFING PAPER

“Response from the Scottish Executive to the Committee’s Report on the
Implementation of the Water Framework Directive”

Introduction

1 On the 9 May 2002, the European Committee published its 2nd Report, 2002,
on the EC’s Water Framework Directive and the scope for differential
implementation in Scotland1.  A short overview of the goals and provisions of
the Directive can be found at Annex A.

2 This report was sent to the Minister for Environment and Rural Development,
Ross Finnie MSP, shortly thereafter. On the 2 July 2002, the Minister replied.
A copy of the reply can be found in Annex B.  The issues raised by this
response are set out below.

3 Members will recall that the transposition and implementation of the EC’s
Water Framework Directive is to be achieved through the Water Environment
and Services Bill, which has now been introduced. Transport and
Environment Committee has been selected as the lead parliamentary
committee. They have commenced consideration of the Bill at Stage 1 during
the first week of September.  All Members of the Transport and Environment
Committee have been sent a copy of the European Committee’s Report for
their interest.

Action requested

4 Members are requested to consider the points and issues outlined
below and agree the proposed recommendation.

                                                
1 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eur02-02-01.htm
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Issues raised

(Paragraph 5 of the Executive’s response, first bullet on “common framework”)

5 The response from the Executive is reasonable. However, it is important that
the Executive is clear that all the various obligations contained in these
Directives which relate to the protection of water need to be brought within the
framework of the Directive. The European Committee may wish to flag this
issue as an area which the lead Committee (Transport and Environment)
should be encouraged to take forward during their consideration of the Bill.

(Paragraph 5 of the Executive’s response, second bullet on “competent authorities”)

6 This is something that the lead Committee will best placed to take forward.
The interpretation put forward in the European Committee report, namely that
while Member States are free to identify as many river basin districts as they
wish they should only have one competent authority per river basin district
(RBD), was based on a purposive interpretation.  It was thought that the need
for co-operation and co-ordination which lies at the heart of the Directive
would be undermined were there to be more than one single competent
authority per river basin district.  The Committee therefore suggested that
there should only be one competent authority per RBD.  This would not mean
that the competent authority would have had to carry out all the necessary
functions itself, but only that there would have to be one authority for each
district with overall responsibility.  Additional support for this interpretation was
thought to stem from the fact that the participatory approach which the
Directive also wants to see encouraged would be hampered if there was more
than one single interlocutor for the various stakeholders supposed to input in
the River Basin Management Plan (RBMP).

7 In its response to the Committee’s report, the Executive challenges this
interpretation. The arguments of the Executive have been considered
carefully by parliamentary officials. On reflection, it would appear that there is
support for the interpretation put forward by the Executive, although for
different reasons.

8 The different language versions of the Directive have been compared.  It is
clear from the French version of Annex I that the Directive does indeed
envisage that there could be different competent authorities within each RDB.

9 An additional argument in support for the Executive’s interpretation can be
based on the principle of subsidiarity read together the ‘duty to state’ reasons.
There is nothing in the preamble of the Directive to suggest that the Directive
requires a fundamental overhaul of existing administrative structures.  Yet, it
would appear that, for example, in the case of Germany, having one single
authority per RBD would require a fundamental overhaul of the existing
administrative arrangements governing water management in the German
Länder.
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10 Therefore, whilst parliamentary officials have revisited advice on how many
competent authorities there should be within individual RBD, parliamentary
officials continue to have concerns about the implications this could have for
co-ordination of water management activities within the RBD.  This is,
however, something that from a policy perspective that the lead Committee
might wish to consider further.

(Paragraph 5 of the Executive’s response, third bullet on “implementation strategy”)

11 In connection with the WFD implementation strategy, its should be noted that
the Executive has performed well in that it inspired the brochure that they put
out and initial indications are that its officials are indeed quite active in the
their working group(s).

Recommendation

12 The Committee is asked to consider the issues raised above in paragraphs 5
to 11. It is suggested that the comments be brought to the attention of the
parliament’s lead committee (Transport and Environment) for the relevant Bill
in the form of a letter from the Convener.  It is recommended that this brings
the formal consideration of this whole area by the European Committee to a
close. Members of the Committee will of course be free to engage with
consideration of the Bill at all stages (i.e. attending meetings of other
committees, tabling amendments etc.) in an individual or party capacity.

Stephen Imrie
Clerk to the European Committee

16 August 2002
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ANNEX A

SHORT OVERVIEW OF THE PROVISIONS AND GOALS OF THE WATER
FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE (WFD)

1. The purpose of this Directive is to establish a strategic framework for the protection and
improvement of the water environment and the sustainable use of water in the
Community.

2. The Directive provides for an overarching system for the protection of all waters, namely
rivers, lakes, coastal waters and groundwaters, based on the characteristics of the
environment in a given area. The Directive combines requirements for the control of
pollution from point and diffuse sources and the setting of objectives to ensure that all
waters meet good status.

3. At the heart of the Directive is the requirement to produce strategic management plans for
each river basin:  the “River Basin Management Plan”.

4. The Directive provides that the plans must include an analysis of river basin’s
characteristics, a detailed analysis of the pressures on the water bodies within the river
basin, including a review of the impact that human activity has on water, and an
economic analysis of water use.

5. This is meant to allow for a comprehensive programme of measures to be drawn up that is
tailored to the specific circumstances in the river basin. Through this approach, it is the
characteristics of the receiving environment that determines what the appropriate level of
emission of pollutants should be.

6. Furthermore, this approach also provides an opportunity to target improvements and
monitoring effort on those water bodies that are most at risk.

7. The plans must detail how the objectives that have been set for the water bodies within
the river basin are to be achieved.

8. The relatively long time scale for implementation is designed to allow for the spreading
of the costs of implementation.

9. The Directive recognises that water is “everybody’s issue” and relies on the participation
of all stakeholders concerned in the design and management of the River Basin
Management Plan.

10. In many other environmental directives, the issues of participation and consultation have
been left to the discretion of the Member States.  By contrast, this Directive requires the
involvement of the public during the (i) production, (ii) review, and (iii) updating of the
river basin management programmes.  Furthermore, it provides for a number of detailed
requirements for the types of information that should be made available to the public.  It
also contains details of the timetabling of consultation.
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11. The opening words of the preamble of the Directive emphasise how water is a ‘precious
heritage’.  With a view to promoting sustainable use of water resources, the Directive
requires the development of water-pricing policies.

12. The deadline for implementation of the Directive is 22 December 2003.  However, this
deadline only concerns a very limited number of obligations.  This Directive lays down
different dates for different obligations over a long time scale (detailed below). In
addition, the Directive makes provision for the future adoption of further Community
provisions. Similarly, at various junctures, the bill makes provision for detailed measures
to be adopted at a later stage.

Key dates/Timetable for Implementation (the following table does not include the various
reporting obligations laid down under the Directive.)

� December 2003 (Article 3 )

Identification of river basins and assignment to river basin districts to be completed

Administrative arrangements to be in place and identification of appropriate
competent authority to be carried out.

� December 2004 (Articles 5, 6,7)

Characterisation of river basins districts to be completed (to be done through an
analysis of pressures and impacts on waters, including an economic analysis,
establishment of register of protected areas, inventory of waters used or intended to
be used for human consumption .)

� December 2006 (Article 8)

Programmes for the monitoring of water status to be operational.

� December 2009 (Article 11)

First River Basin Management Plans to be established.

� 2010 (obligations in Article 9)

Water pricing policies to be in place.

� December 2012 (Article 11)

River Basin Management plans to be made operational

� December 2015 (Article 4)

Waters to meet “good status”.
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ANNEX B

RESPONSE FROM THE SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE TO THE COMMITTEE’S 2ND

REPORT, 2002, ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WATER FRAMEWORK
DIRECTIVE.

Covering Letter

I was grateful to receive a copy of the Committee's report on the Water Framework Directive
and its implementation in Scotland.

I welcome the report which I consider makes a valuable contribution to the debate on the
implementation of the Directive in Scotland.  I note that the report does not contain any
recommendations for specific action by the Executive.  The enclosed Executive response is,
therefore, confined to some of the points of details raised in the report.  We note all the other
issues and points raised in the report and have factored them into our thinking on the Water
Environment and Water Services Bill that we recently introduced to the Parliament.

You will be pleased to note that I am publishing our response on the Executive’s website
today and I am also placing copies in SPICE.

I am copying this letter to the Clerk of the Committee.

Response

Introduction

1. The Executive welcomes this opportunity to respond to the above report of the
European Committee.  The Executive also welcomes the report itself which it believes makes
a helpful and constructive contribution to the debate on the implementation of the EC Water
Framework Directive (the WFD) in Scotland.

2. The Executive notes that the report does not make any recommendations for action by
the Executive and therefore this response is confined to comments on the general thrust of the
report and points of detail where appropriate.  It follows the structure of the report.

3. The Executive introduced the Water Environment and Water Services Bill (the Bill) to
the Parliament on 18 June.  The Bill is intended to enable Scottish Ministers to implement the
Directive’s requirements in Scotland.  The report concurs with the Executive’s commitment
to make the best use of the flexibility inherent in the Directive to implement it in a way that
delivers the best for Scotland.  Accordingly, this flexibility is also reflected in the Bill.

Response to the section on the requirements of the Water Framework Directive

4. The Executive considers that this section of the report provides a useful and succinct
summary of this most complex piece of European legislation and the wider European context.
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5. The Committee may wish to note the following points of detail:

� Paragraph 20: Common Framework.  The Executive agrees that the Water Framework
Directive incorporates those measures set out in the other Directives listed here in so far
as they relate to the protection of the water environment.  However, these Directives also
contain measures that relate to other matters and so, to that extent, the Executive
considers they are not brought wholly within a single framework by the WFD.

� Paragraph 27. Competent Authorities.  The Executive interprets the Directive to mean
that it is possible to identify more than 1 competent authority under Article 3 of the
Directive because of the definition of ‘competent authority’ in Article 2(16).  Indeed, the
Executive believes that no single authority could be held to be responsible for
implementation of all aspects of the Directive because it is so cross cutting.  With this in
mind, section 2 of the Bill places a duty on all Scottish public sector bodies and office
holders to exercise their functions relevant to the Directive’s requirements so as to secure
compliance with the requirements of the Directive.  As required by section 2 it is intended
that the relevant functions will be specified in regulations so that the public sector bodies
and office holders can easily identify the extent of their obligations under this provision.

� Paragraphs 49 & 50. Implementation Strategy.  The Committee may be interested to note
that officials from the Scottish Executive and the Scottish Environment Protection
Agency are actively involved in participating in the development of guidance on the
Directive under the Common Implementation Strategy.

Response to the section on Key Issues

6. In relation to abstraction controls, the report notes the regime is likely to be the
subject of secondary legislation.  The Committee may be interested to note that section 20 of
the Bill enables Scottish Ministers to introduce regulations specifying an abstraction control
regime in due course.  Schedule 2 to the Bill, amongst other things, specifies that these
regulations may include a requirement that all abstractions are notified to the regulator.

7. In relation to the discussion that the Committee has had regarding Nitrate Vulnerable
Zones (NVZs), the Committee may wish to note that the consultation periods for the NVZs
and the related Action Programme has now closed.  Regulations were laid in the Scottish
Parliament designating three new groundwater NVZs on 7 June 2002.  The new NVZs are
based on recommendations made by the British Geological Survey and SEPA, and encompass
7 polluted surface waters previously recommended by SEPA for NVZ designation.

8. In relation to water pricing, the Executive confirms that there is no intention to
impose domestic water metering as a result of this Directive.

9. We note the Committee’s comments in relation to the potential for flooding matters to
be addressed within river basin management plans.  We further note the Committee’s
conclusion that this is not a requirement of the Directive and that there would be no
Community scrutiny of such a course of action.  We can confirm that there are no plans to
make alterations to the existing institutional structures and competencies in relation to flood
management in Scotland.  The Committee may wish to note that existing flood prevention
legislation in Scotland provides opportunities for all those with an interest to have a say.
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10. In relation to the discussions on sanctions at paragraph 72, the Committee may wish
to note the offences and penalties provided for in the Bill at section 18 subsections (9) and
(10) and the enabling powers in the Bill as regards the creation of offences and applicable
penalties in section 20, as read with schedule 2, paragraphs 12 and 20.

11. In relation to private supplies, the Executive agrees with the Committee’s position that
the provisions of the WFD do not alter the current legislative requirements in respect of
drinking water supplies.  However, the Executive believes that the river basin management
system introduced in the Bill will contribute towards better management and protection of
both public and private drinking water supplies.

Scottish Executive
July 2002
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BRIEFING PAPER

“Response from the Scottish Executive to the Committee’s Report on the
Future of Cohesion Policy and Structural Funds post 2006”

Introduction

1 On the 4 July 2002, the European Committee published its 3rd Report, 2002,
on the future of Cohesion Policy and Structural Funds post 20061.

2 This report was sent to the Deputy Minister for Finance, Peter Peacock MSP,
shortly thereafter. On the 2 September 2002, the Minister replied. A copy of
the reply can be found in Annex A.  The issues raised by this response are
set out below.

Action requested

3 Members are requested to consider the points and issues outlined
below and agree the proposed recommendations.

Issues raised

4 The Executive’s response to the Committee’s report is generally positive
although non-committal in a number of key areas. This may be because
decisions on, for example, the global budgets of the EU, have not yet been
taken and the Executive wishes to keep its options open at this stage. The
Committee may wish to welcome the positive response to its report.

5 On the issue of future consultation, the Committee may wish to welcome the
Executive’s principle of openness and inclusiveness but ask for clarification
that this specifically includes the European Committee.  It is recommended
the Committee reply accordingly.

6 The Executive simply notes (at this stage) the Committee’s views on re-
nationalisation of structural funds; one of the central issues of the current

                                                
1 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eur02-03-01.htm
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debate on the future of regional development funding post 2006.  The
Committee may like to request that a firmer and clearer policy be issued
by the Executive on the issue of re-nationalisation once it has heard
formally from a range of bodies across Scotland and that its policy be
communicated to the Committee and the DTI.

7 The Executive is keeping an open mind on the issue of future programmes
being governed by the issues of geographic disadvantage and urban
deprivation. The Committee may wish to endorse the call that any move
in this direction needs supported by robust evidence.  The Committee
may wish to request that the Executive commissions research in this
area to provide such evidence.

8 The Committee will note that the Executive is committed to mainstreaming the
issues of environmental sustainable development and equal opportunities in
future funding rounds.  However, whilst endorsing this focus the
Committee may wish to seek clarification on how the issue of protection
of Scotland’s cultural heritage can be supported as this
recommendation was not covered in the Executive’s response.

9 The Committee may wish to welcome the Executive’s commitment to
technology and know-how transfer to Accession Countries through the
lessons learnt during Scotland’s use of structural funds. The Committee
may wish to ask the Executive to keep the Committee informed of its
activities in this area and those it encourages in other public and private
sector entities.

10 On the core issue of future financial commitments to fund structural funds, the
Committee should note the non-committal stance at this stage on the options
the Committee suggested for increasing funding for regional development.
The Committee may wish to ask the Executive to develop a policy in due
course, which takes into account the firmly held views of Members of
the Committee, and communicate this to the Committee and the DTI.

11 The Committee should note the dismissal by the Executive of the need to
adapt structural funds to cover asymmetric shocks to a region’s economy. The
Committee may wish to reflect upon the recent events in central Europe and
the damage caused by flooding, and the mechanisms used by the EU to
respond in both the current member states of the EU and the Accession
States.  The Committee might wish to decide whether to re-emphasise its
view on the need for a new Community instrument.

12 The Committee should welcome the Executive’s comments on the problems
that can be encountered in a ward-based approach to funding Objective 2
areas. The Committee may wish to call for the Executive to commission
research on alternative approaches.

13 Finally, on the issue of tri-partite contracts with the Commission, the
Committee may wish to welcome the Executive’s commitment to such
principles of governance in relation to Community obligations in the future.
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However, the Committee may wish to re-emphasise its call, and to seek
a positive response to its idea, for a senior Minister to seek a face-to-
face meeting in the future with a senior representative of the European
Commission (i.e. Commissioner level) to deliver a commitment that the
Scottish Executive wishes to be in the vanguard of those regions/sub
Member State nations chosen to begin this new way of working with the
EU and the member state in the area of regional development and other
policy issues.  Such a commitment by the Executive to deliver directly to the
Commission its willingness to participate in such contracts would it is
suggested underpin the principles outlined in the Executive’s response to the
White Paper on Governance and to the consultation on better regulation.

Stephen Imrie
Clerk to the European Committee

3 September, 2002
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ANNEX A

RESPONSE FROM THE SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE TO THE COMMITTEE’S 3rd
REPORT, 2002, ON THE FUTURE OF COHESION POLICY AND STRUCTURAL
FUNDS POST 2006.

Covering Letter

Dear Irene

Thank you for sending me a copy of the European Committee’s “Report on the Future of the
Structural Funds post 2006”.

I note that the Committee’s intention was not to offer definitive conclusions but, in
recognition of the early stage in the debate, to suggest some pointers on the main issues.  I
found it extremely interesting and thought provoking. I attach the Scottish Executive
Response.

I have, as you requested, arranged for copies of this response to be placed within SPICe and
on the Scottish Executive website.

Yours sincerely

       
PETER J PEACOCK

Response

1. As the report acknowledges, the debate still has a long way to run and there are many
stages to be passed before a set of proposals is put before the European Council of
Ministers for negotiation.  Scottish Ministers recognise the importance of early
participation in the debate and how vital that is in influencing the shape of the debate both
within the UK and the European Union.

2. The Committee recommends that increased efforts be made by both the Scottish
Executive and UK Government to accelerate their consideration of the issues and to
issue a public statement on their preferred solutions in due course.  Any
consultations on the subject should be done in as open, transparent and inclusive
fashion as possible so as to encourage dialogue across Scotland and the UK on this
important subject. This consultation should also include the European Committee.

3. The Scottish Executive is fully engaged with the UK Government, as are the other
devolved administrations on these issues.  The Secretary of State for Trade and Industry
has the lead on the policy at UK level and her officials are in regular liaison with
Executive officials.  Other UK Departments are also involved in this work as issues raised
are an issue for the UK as a whole.  Executive officials also attend relevant European
Commission working groups and events including the Commission’s seminars focusing
on the priorities highlighted in the Second Cohesion Report.  Scottish Ministers have
participated in a number of EU events on behalf of the UK Government; the Cohesion
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Forum in May 2001 and the Namur Informal Ministerial meeting in July 2001.  Scottish
Ministers  have also met Commissioner Barnier on a number of occasions; the Deputy
Minister for Finance and Public Services is attending a meeting hosted by Commissioner
Barnier in October to discuss simplification and the future of the Funds.  The Deputy
Minister also spoke at the Euromontana Conference alongside M Barnier earlier this year.

4. The Scottish Executive shares the Committee’s commitment to open, transparent and
inclusive consultation.  We are currently considering how best to take this forward.  Our
intention is to ensure that as wide a range of interests as possible is afforded the
opportunity to participate.

5. The Committee notes the divergence of views on whether regional development
funding should no longer be an activity funded by the European Union but should
be ‘re-nationalised’ as a responsibility of the Member States. Whilst recognising the
merits of some of the arguments for such a regime, the Committee recommends that
from 2006 any future initiatives for regional development retains an emphasis on EU
involvement.

6. As the report recognises, re-nationalisation has become a fundamental aspect to the
debate as promoted in the contributions of some Member States although there is no
shared view of what re-nationalisation covers.  For some, it is the re-nationalisation of
cohesion policy in its entirety, while for others it goes no further than allowing increased
flexibility in spending within a broad European framework.  Part of our purpose in the
debate is to seek clarity in the definition. This issue has focussed attention on the added
value of the agreed EU priorities of economic development and the creation of
employment opportunities. The Executive notes the Committees views on this matter at
this stage of the debate.

7. However, we recommend that very careful consideration be given to reform of the
various strands of regional development funding.  In particular we recommend that
the Commission and the Member States look closely at redefining how they fund
redevelopment of regions suffering industrial decline, perhaps in a more focused
form. The Commission and the Member States should also give consideration to
including a new type of region defined by its peripherality, its urban deprivation,
population density or its natural or physical handicaps.

8. Structural Funds have made a significant impact in Scotland but there is still work to be
done to address the more difficult challenges that remain.  We have previously stressed
the importance of determining future funding according to what has worked and we look
forward to seeing the outcome of the mid term evaluation work which will be carried out
over the next 9 months.  We also welcome the recent DTI led feasibility study into
assessing the impact of the Structural Funds and we will continue to work with Whitehall
and devolved administration colleagues in developing this work further.

9. It is important in making any case for future support to place appropriate emphasis on the
conclusions from the Lisbon European Council in 2000 where Member States agreed to
encourage enterprise and the growth of small and medium sized enterprises and to
promote competition within the Single Market.  These principles accord with the Scottish
Executive’s focus on the integration of socially disadvantaged groups into employment in
line with the Social Inclusion Strategy and supporting “Smart Successful Scotland”. It
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will be important to ensure that any arguments advanced  that focus on issues of
particular importance to Scotland, such as natural geographic disadvantage and urban
deprivation, are supported by robust evidence.

10. We recommend that the four principles that currently define the structural funds –
partnership, programming, additionality and compatibility – be retained and re-
emphasised in any future funding programme.

11. We endorse the Committee’s support for the 4 principles outlined and will support the
call for any future funding to be modelled on the same principles.  These contribute to the
added value of Structural Funds, going beyond purely the funding of projects to
embedding methods of working.  The "Scottish model" is well regarded within Europe as
a good example of partnership and has demonstrated clear benefits beyond the context of
European funding.

12. We recommend the Scottish Executive give its response on how environmental
sustainability and protection of our natural and cultural heritage can be re-
emphasised in future programmes.  We have supported the continued emphasis of
this in future Programmes We also support the calls made by SEPA to give
consideration as how the successes made in mainstreaming environmental issues can
be transferred into future programmes and through knowledge transfer to the
candidate countries in Central and Eastern Europe. We endorse the call made by
Laurie Russell (Chief Executive of Strathclyde European Partnership) that Scotland
has expertise and knowledge to share and there is certainly a need in Central and
Eastern Europe for the skills we have.

13. Ministers have been fully supportive of the Commission’s focus on sustainable
development and equal opportunities as horizontal themes within the current
Programmes.  We are equally committed to developing this in the future and will press
for their continued prominence in future programmes.  As part of our current
commitment, we have convened a forum on each theme to ensure they are embedded
within the implementation of Programmes.  More broadly, our commitment to sustainable
development was demonstrated in the publication in April of  “Meeting the
Needs…Priorities, Actions and Targets for Sustainable Development in Scotland and
work is in progress to reflect these principles in guidance for project sponsors.

14. The Committee also supported the sharing of expertise and knowledge with candidate
countries.  Scottish Ministers are committed, along with the UK Government, to the
enlargement of the European Union and to helping countries work toward accession.  The
Executive is the lead partner in a Twinning Covenant with France and Ireland which
provides such assistance to the Czech Government.  Part of this work includes the
preparation of guidelines on sustainable development.  We are also involved in a project
where the Finnish Government is working with Estonia and have hosted a number of
study visits from other accession countries.

15. We therefore recommend that serious consideration is given to increasing the
relative share of Community budgets available for regional development. This might
be done by increasing the proportion of finance available for regional development
in the EU’s overall budget, through savings elsewhere through reform of the
Common Agricultural Policy, such as a shift in the CAP from subsidies for
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production towards rural development, or through other reforms to the system of
allocating structural funds.  Structural funds represent one of the few possibilities
for the citizen of Scotland to see at first hand, in their local environments, the
presence of the EU and the positive impact it can have.  Given the debate over the
future reform of the Union and the question of reducing people’s disenchantment
with the EU, increased budgets for regional development seems a small price to pay.

16. Negotiations on the Financial Perspective scheduled for 2004/05 will of necessity take
account of the proposals for Structural Funds reform.  The Committee recognised, as we
do, that Structural Funds cannot be regarded in isolation and that current proposals for the
future of the Common Agricultural Policy could have a bearing on the overall
Commission budget.  It is too early to be able to predict what will happen as these
proposals have only recently been put forward and Member States are developing their
positions.  Scottish Ministers share the view that Structural Funds can provide a clear
demonstration of the benefits of EU membership.  We note the Committee’s comments
on the future of Europe debate and the need to address disenchantment with the EU and
welcome the Committee’s role in highlighting the positive role of the EU.  Scottish
Ministers support the reform of EU Institutions and are working actively with other EU
Sub-Member State partners, in the Committee of the Regions and through the Executive’s
excellent ongoing relationship with the UK Government.

17. We also recommend that a new instrument is brought forward in any future funding
regime that can help a region respond to asymmetric shocks to its economy, whilst
being consistent with EU law. This may include the result of disasters such as foot
and mouth, large-scale industrial closures, environmental disorders etc.

18. We welcome any increased flexibility which may come from reforming the Structural
Funds but would emphasise the role of the Funds is as an instrument of strategic planning
of economic development.  Other sources of EU and domestic funding may be better
placed to deal with short term crises.

19. We recommend that the programme of transition funding (for both Objective 1 and
2) and the safety net be continued in 2007.

20. We acknowledge that Structural Funds transitional funding has been very helpful in
assisting areas to plan for a future when they will no longer receive Funds.  However, we
would re-emphasise the point made earlier that targeting funds appropriately based on
need is important; all the more so when Funds are likely to be reduced in future.
Otherwise we note the Committee’s views at this stage of the debate.

21. We recommend that reconsideration be given to the method of allocation for
funding to regions successful in securing Objective 2 status. The current system of
ward-level allocations can leave one side of a street eligible and one side not. The
Committee is concerned about the problems this can cause.

22. In considering the Committee’s comments on methods of allocation, we welcome
proposals for different ways of allocating money.  It is clear that any geographically
based allocation can create problems at the boundaries and we welcome the
Commission’s proposals to move to a more thematic approach.
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23. We recognise that the current debate on the future of regional development and
cohesion policy cannot and should not be dissociated from the wider debate on the
future governance of the European Union and the question of subsidiary. We
recognise that structural funds are perhaps the most decentralised of all the Union’s
initiatives. We call upon the Commission to give consideration to increased levels of
decentralisation to regions and nations such as Scotland in any future programme.
We re-emphasise the recommendation made in previous reports for Scotland to be
amongst the lead nations/regions in the EU to take forward the idea of a closer,
direct working relationship with the European Commission in the management of
the structural funds and in other policy areas through tri-partite contracts along
with the Member States. We recommend that the Executive makes all efforts to
ensure Scotland is amongst the pathfinders in any initiatives for closer links between
this EU institution and the implementation of Community obligations. We call upon
the Scottish Executive to secure a face-to-face meeting with a senior representative
of the European Commission to present the case for Scotland being in the vanguard
of such new bilateral relationships.

24. We share the Committee’s view that the debate on regional policy cannot be dissociated
from the wider governance debate.  We note the Committee’s comments on
decentralisation.  In practice, the management and implementation of Structural Funds
has always been at Scotland level and this has helped to create a shared Scottish approach
to issues such as partnership, horizontal themes, monitoring and evaluation.  We share the
Committee’s enthusiasm for Scotland taking a leading role in developing a closer
working relationship with the Commission.  The Scottish Executive has consistently been
proactive in working with the Commission to maximise effectiveness of the Funds, and
more recently to contribute to work on simplification of processes.  The concept of tri-
partite contracts has been raised by the Commission and supported by the Committee. We
will be interested in learning more of the details of the Commission’s proposal, in reality
we already work on a tri-partite basis with the Commission and the UK Government.  We
agree with the Committee’s suggestion that Scotland takes a leading role working with
the Commission on improving implementation.  Ministers have attended a number of
meetings with Commissioner Barnier and will continue to engage with new developments
by bringing the Scottish experience of Programmes to EU wide discussions.

25. Finally, we agree with CoSLA that in order to have the greatest impact it is
necessary for all the players in Scotland to concentrate lobbying activity in the UK
and Brussels during September to November 2002. This is the period during which
most work will be done on the 2nd Interim Report into the Structural Funds.
Influencing this report is crucial in terms of getting off to the right start.

26. Finally, we agree with the Committee that September to November is likely to be a
crucial period in influencing the Commission’s 2nd Interim Report and the Scottish
European Structural Funds Forum brings together key Scottish partners in considering the
future of the Structural Funds;  a meeting of the Forum is being arranged for later in the
year.
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BRIEFING PAPER

“Pre- and Post-European Council, Council of the EU, Joint Ministerial
Committee and MINECOR Scrutiny”

Introduction

1 Following agreement earlier in the year, the European Committee is now
engaged as part of its core tasks in the scrutiny of the Executive’s position,
views and activities both before and after meetings of the European Council,
Council of the EU (formerly known as the Council of Ministers) and other fora
such as meetings of the Joint Ministerial Committee on Europe (JMCE) and
MINECOR1.

2 Agreement was reached recently with the Scottish Executive on the exact
nature and timetable for the information to be supplied to assist the
Committee with this task2. The provision of such information from this range of
meetings is important to enable the European Committee to scrutinise
adequately the activities of the Scottish Administration (i.e. Ministers and civil
servants) in relation to the decision-making process followed for EC/EU
legislation and other initiatives, such as the Convention preparing for the IGC
in 2004.

3 The proposed procedures enable the Committee to be better informed of the
general direction of EU policies, the requisite timetables being followed and
then to have the ability to decide as a Committee the level, if any, of further
intervention or scrutiny to be carried out. The proposed procedures suggested
also have as a principle the objective of seeking to place in the public domain,
where appropriate, an increased level of information irrespective of whether
the Committee chooses to hold detailed discussions on the subjects in
question. This principle is consistent with the Committee’s expressed views in
its 9th Report 2001 on Governance and the Future of Europe and with the
commitments expressed at EU level on transparency, access to information
etc.

                                                
1 Ministerial Group for European Co-ordination
2 See paper EU/02/5/1 from the Committee’s meeting of 26/3/02
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4 This is the second such occasion that the Committee has received such
agendas/briefings following agreement of the new procedures. This paper is
structured in the following manner (see Annex A):

� Agendas/briefings for forthcoming Councils, Councils of the EU, JMCE
and MINECOR

� Post-Council, Council of the EU, JMCE and MINECOR reports

5 Additionally, for the first time, details of the date when the Clerk
received the agenda, briefing or post-Council report are entered next to
the title of the meeting in question. This enables Members to gauge how
far in advance such information is sent to the Committee and/or how long
after a Council meeting it takes for a post-Council report to be issued. It is
envisaged that the next time this type of committee paper is issued that a
table highlighting department-by-department performance can be produced.

6 Subsequent versions of this paper, will feature as part of all or most
committee meetings in the future and will be structured in a similar fashion,
i.e. agendas/briefings before the event in question followed by reports back
after the event in question, along with receipt dates and departmental tables.

7 Additionally, the clerk may provide a short commentary on points/issues
raised in light of the agendas, briefings and reports.

8 Members will be aware that the clerk is circulating such agendas,
briefings, reports and commentary in advance of this Committee paper
(by e-mail). This is to enable Members to provide feedback before the
meeting in question (e.g. Council of the EU meeting). If Members are
keen to receive additional briefing material or have additional questions
on the material supplied, it is important to contact the clerk in advance
of the Committee meeting. This is essential if a Member(s) feels there is
a need to invite a Minister/official to give oral evidence in advance (or
following) of a meeting of the Council of the EU, JMCE or MINECOR. It is
important that this is communicated to the clerk and Convener for the
latter to consider the request.  This particular course of action is
expected to arise on a limited basis3.

Action requested

9 Members are requested to consider the agendas, briefings, reports and
commentary in Annex A and consider the recommendations made.

Stephen Imrie
Clerk to the European Committee

16 August 2002

                                                
3 To date one such request has been made (and accepted) for the Minister for Environment and Rural
Development to appear at the committee on the 10 October shortly before the Fisheries Council the following
week.
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ANNEX A

Information has been requested for the following:

Pre-event4

� ECOFIN Council, 12 July
� Agriculture & Fisheries Council, 15-16 July
� Budget Council, 19 July
� General Affairs Council, 22-23 July
� Agriculture & Fisheries Council, 24-24 September
� Internal Market Council, Consumer Affairs and Tourism Council, 26 September5

� Research Council, 30 September5

� General Affairs Council, 30 September5

� MINECOR, 10 October

Post-event

� Education and Youth Council, 30 May
� Agriculture & Fisheries Council, 15-16 July
� Budget Council, 19 July
� General Affairs Council, 22-23 July

                                                
4 Allowing for the fact that most agendas/briefings were received during the summer recess of the parliament
and therefore that today’s meeting is the first occasion at which it has been possible for the committee to
consider the information provided.
5 Please note that according to the Executive, the Danish Presidency does not want national delegations to
release into the public domain the agendas for Councils during its six months in office until such times as these
have been placed on their website (estimated as early September).
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Pre-Event Agendas/Briefings/Commentary and Recommendations
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ECOFIN Council, 12 July 2002 [Date Received: not received to date]

Agenda/Briefing from the Executive

No information has been provided by the Scottish Executive in advance of this Council.  According to
the Executive, the Danish Presidency does not wish any agendas to be placed in the public domain
until the beginning of September. It is unclear as to whether this covers Council meetings that took
place before that date.

Commentary/Recommendation

No information has been provided by the Executive in advance of this Council. As
indicated above, according to the Executive, the Danish Presidency does not wish
any agendas to be placed in the public domain until the beginning of September. It is
unclear as to whether this covers Council meetings that take place before that date.
Members are asked to note this development and ask the Clerk to investigate
whether the failure by the Executive to provide the information was due to the
supposed bar on release of agendas or some other circumstance.
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Agriculture & Fisheries Council, 15-16 July 2002 [Date Received: 15 July]

Agenda

This Council meeting will deal with agriculture issues only.  The main area of interest to Scotland will
be the Commission's presentation and initial debate on its proposals for the Mid Term Review (MTR)
of the CAP.  Negotiations on the MTR proposals will be an on-going process over the coming months
and no decisions are expected at this stage.  The Committee has been forwarded a copy of the
Commission's proposals; Mr Finnie's News Release dated 10 July; and a paper setting out key facts
and figures on Scotland's position. Clerk’s Note: The last two of these documents are reproduced
below.

10 July, 2002
FINNIE WELCOMES REVIEW OF

COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY

Ross Finnie today welcomed the European Commission’s proposals to support high quality
food production, enabling farmers to respond to consumer demand rather than bureaucratic
rules.

Speaking after publication of the Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) mid-term review, the
Minister for Environment and Rural Development said:

“I welcome the suggestion that subsidy payments should be linked to EU-wide
environmental, food safety and animal welfare standards. This should hold no fears for the
Scottish industry since it has such a well-deserved reputation for quality.

 “Scotland is especially well placed to respond to a system that encourages quality
production.  For example, consumer demand for Scotch beef is very high, but currently, the
CAP constrains production. Consequently, there will be good news for consumers and
farmers if these artificial limits are lifted as a result of this review.

“The Scottish Executive will need time to study these proposals, but I believe the European
Commission is going in the right direction for consumers, farmers, the environment and rural
communities.

“I am reassured to see that many of the Commission’s proposals are consistent with the
Forward Strategy for Scottish Agriculture, which points the way ahead for a successful
sustainable farming industry in Scotland.

“Some aspects of the proposals will need careful watching where the detailed ideas may
disadvantage Scottish farming. For example, the detail of the modulation proposals and those
of the decoupled payment arrangements will only become clearer as discussions on the
proposals progress.

“I will engage with the UK government and Scottish industry over the coming months to
ensure that Scotland’s distinctive interests are understood and reflected in the final package.
To this end, an industry group covering farming, food processing and environmental interests
will be established to work with the Executive as the negotiations progress.”
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MTR PROPOSALS:  FACTS & FIGURES (SCOTLAND)

Current Expenditure in Scotland

2001 beef payments £180 million

Likely 2002 sheep payments  £70 million

RDR expenditure £145 million, of which £38 million is EU contribution

Cereals payments  £97 million

MTR Proposals

(1) Number of farms receiving less than

€5,000 in the EU 61%*
in the UK 9%*

*Figures taken from farm account data which does not cover all part-time farms.
Equivalent Scottish figure is slightly less than UK figure.  If all Scottish farm
businesses are included, those receiving less than €5,000 represent around one-third.

(2) Scotland has around 30 farms which receive more than €300,000.  Over half are in the
LFA.  A cap would result in a net loss in payments of around £1-2 million per year

UK is one of six EU countries affected by a €300,000 ceiling.  Germany would be
affected most, followed by the UK.

(3) Modulation at 3% rising to 20% would result in around £10 million rising to
£60 million moving from first to second Pillar.

Commentary/recommendation

The information provided by the Executive separate to the agenda is useful and
informative. This, however, was received on the 11 July 2002 with the agenda itself
delivered on the day of the Council. Members may wish to request, where
possible, a more rapid delivery of information from this department, where
possible, on future Agriculture and Fisheries Council meetings.

Given that the Council has now since passed, it is not possible to call in a Minister
for a pre-Council oral evidence at a committee meeting. However, it may be that
Members would wish to request that the post-Council report (not yet provided by the
Executive) provides a specific update on the views of Scottish Ministers on the
progress of the mid-term review of the CAP and the Scottish interests at stake.
Members are requested to consider this recommendation.
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Budget Council, 19 July 2002 [Date Received: not received to date]

Agenda/Briefing from the Executive

No information has been provided by the Scottish Executive in advance of this Council. According to
the Executive, the Danish Presidency does not wish any agendas to be placed in the public domain
until the beginning of September. It is unclear as to whether this covers Council meetings that took
place before that date

Commentary/Recommendation

No information has been provided by the Executive in advance of this Council. As
indicated above, according to the Executive, the Danish Presidency does not wish
any agendas to be placed in the public domain until the beginning of September. It is
unclear as to whether this covers Council meetings that take place before that date.
Members are asked to note this development and ask the Clerk to investigate
whether the failure by the Executive to provide the information was due to the
supposed bar on release of agendas or some other circumstance.
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General Affairs Council, 22-23 July [Date Received: 19 July 2002]

Agenda

1. Adoption of the provisional agenda

2. European Parliament Resolutions, Decisions and Opinions.

Horizontal Issues

3. Work programme for the Danish Presidency.

4. Progress of work in other Council configurations.

5. Enlargement: Presentation of Presidency programme.
                            : Preparation of Accession Conferences on 29-30 July 2002.  (tbc)

6. Follow up to the European Council in Seville: Modifications of the Council's Rules of Procedure further to
                                          the conclusions of the European Council in Seville.
                                        : List of open debates.

7. Terrorism: follow-up to the Action Plan.

External relations

8. EU's priorities in the area of conflict prevention.

9. Middle East.

10. Western Balkans.

11. Zimbabwe.

12. USA: Steel. (tbc)

13. Preparation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

14. Afghanistan.

15. ESDP: possible EU follow-on to NATO operation Amber Fox in FRYOM.

Possible A items

Relations with Russia: Presidency work plan on implementation of the Common strategy.
Relations with Ukraine: Presidency work plan on implementation of the Common strategy.
Relations with Kazakhstan: Establishment of the position of the EU for the fourth Co-operation Council on 23
July 2002.
Relations with Krygyzstan: Establishment of the position of the EU for the fourth Co-operation Council on 23
July 2002.

In the margins of the Council

Co-operation Council with Kazakhstan.

The commentary from the Executive accompanying the agenda was as follows, “As will be the case
for most of these meetings there is very little of devolved interest to be discussed in the meeting.  In
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this case there is nothing which impacts on our devolved responsibilities, for this reason the Executive
has not annotated the agenda item by item.  However, like the Committee, the External Relations
Division is interested in the process of Enlargement.  The item on enlargement will look at how
preparations for enlargement are to be taken forward over the duration of the Presidency.

Conclusions/recommendation

Given that the Council has now since passed, it is not possible to call in a Minister
for a pre-Council oral evidence at a committee meeting. It is suggested that
Members note the contents of the agenda for this Council. Members are requested
to agree to this course of action.
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Agriculture & Fisheries Council, 23-24 September 2002 [Date Received: 4
September]

Agenda

Fisheries

1. Reform of the Common Fisheries Policy (*)

2. Adoption of a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) no. 2555/2001 of
18. December 2001 fixing for 2002 the fishing opportunities for certain fish
stocks

             -     Adoption (possible “a-item”)

3. Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a tune tracking and verification
system -     Adoption

Agriculture

4. "Mid-term Review "
-      Policy debate

5. Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) 4045/89 on
transactions forming part of the system of financing by EAGGF-Guarantee (COM
(2001) 663 final)

- Adoption ("A" item)

6. Proposal for a European Parliament and Council decision amending the
decision 96/411/CEE on improving Community agricultural statistics (COM
(2002) 80 final)
- Common position (possible “A” item)

7. Tobacco – report on the reform of the tobacco CMO
- Presentation/Policy debate

8. European Action Plan on organic farming
- Progress report by the Commission

Food Safety

9. Transport of live animals
- Open debate (Protection of animals during transport)

10. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying
down health rules concerning animal by-products not intended for human
consumption
- Adoption (possible “A” items)

                                                
* Titles and list of items to be specified
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11. BSE
- Information by the Commission

12. Report on the welfare of animals in third countries
- Presentation by the Commission/Policy debate

13. Proposal for a Regulation on GM Food and Feed (COM 2001/425)
- Policy debate

14. Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 69/208/EEC on the marketing
of seed of oil and fibre plants
� Adoption (possible "A" item)

15. (Poss.) Regulation amending Directive 70/524/EEC concerning the withdrawal of
the authorisation of an additive in feeding stuffs
- Adoption (possible “A” item)

16. Hormones in meat (COM 00/320)
- Progress report/Policy debate

Commentary/recommendation

The agenda provided to the Committee is useful. However, no accompanying
briefing explaining the importance to Scotland or the Executive’s plans for each
agenda item has been provided. Members may wish to remind the Executive of
its obligations to provide, where possible, both an agenda and a briefing in
advance of each Council meeting.
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Internal Market Council, Consumer Affairs and Tourism Council, 26 September
[Date Received: not received to date]

Agenda/Briefing from the Executive

No information has as yet been provided by the Scottish Executive in advance of this Council.
According to the Executive, the Danish Presidency does not wish any agendas to be placed in the
public domain until the beginning of September.

Commentary/Recommendation

No information has been provided by the Executive in advance of this Council. As
indicated above, according to the Executive, the Danish Presidency does not wish
any agendas to be placed in the public domain until the beginning of September.
However, the next scheduled occasion for the European Committee to meet will be
24 September, which will be only two days before the Council. This timetabling point
highlights the necessity for information to be provided by the Executive as early as
possible, once some form of near finalised agenda is known.

Members may wish to re-emphasis this point to the Executive. Members are
also asked to note the development with the Presidency and to ask the Clerk to
investigate whether the failure by the Executive to provide the information was
due to the supposed bar on release of agendas or some other circumstance..
Members are asked if they agree to this recommendation.
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Research Council, 30 September [Date Received: not received to date]

Agenda/Briefing from the Executive

No information has as yet been provided by the Scottish Executive in advance of this Council.
According to the Executive, the Danish Presidency does not wish any agendas to be placed in the
public domain until the beginning of September.

Commentary/Recommendation

No information has been provided by the Executive in advance of this Council. As
indicated above, according to the Executive, the Danish Presidency does not wish
any agendas to be placed in the public domain until the beginning of September.
However, the next scheduled occasion for the European Committee to meet will be
24 September, which will be only six days before the Council. This timetabling point
highlights the necessity for information to be provided by the Executive as early as
possible, once some form of near finalised agenda is known.

Members may wish to re-emphasis this point to the Executive. Members are
also asked to note the development with the Presidency and to ask the Clerk to
investigate whether the failure by the Executive to provide the information was
due to the supposed bar on release of agendas or some other circumstance..
Members are asked if they agree to this recommendation.
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General Affairs Council, 30 September [Date Received: not received to date]

Agenda/Briefing from the Executive

The Scottish Executive in advance of this Council has as yet provided no information. According to
the Executive, the Danish Presidency does not wish any agendas to be placed in the public domain
until the beginning of September.

Commentary/Recommendation

No information has been provided by the Executive in advance of this Council. As
indicated above, according to the Executive, the Danish Presidency does not wish
any agendas to be placed in the public domain until the beginning of September.
However, the next scheduled occasion for the European Committee to meet will be
24 September, which will be only six days before the Council. This timetabling point
highlights the necessity for information to be provided by the Executive as early as
possible, once some form of near finalised agenda is known.

Members may wish to re-emphasis this point to the Executive. Members are
also asked to note the development with the Presidency and to ask the Clerk to
investigate whether the failure by the Executive to provide the information was
due to the supposed bar on release of agendas or some other circumstance.
Members are asked if they agree to this recommendation.
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MINECOR, 10 October 2002

Agenda

Subjects for discussion will be:

1 'Europe, the Euro and the Future'

This is all the Executive has heard so far (no agenda yet.) Neil Kinnock will be the guest speaker.

No decision has yet been taken about Ministerial attendance

Commentary/Recommendation

Members may wish to note the agenda for this meeting. Members may also
wish to suggest that the Executive gives due regard to the Committee’s report
and recommendations on the state-of-preparation in Scotland for the euro and
uses this report to inform its contributions during MINECOR.
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Post-Event Reports/Commentary and Recommendations
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Post-Council report on the Education and Youth Council of EU Ministers, 30
May 2002 [Date Received: 23 July 2002]

Comments by the Executive

The Council held a detailed discussion on the follow-up to the Barcelona European Council which took place in
March 2002, focusing in particular on the areas of vocational training, foreign languages, European citizenship,
organisational measures and quality assurance.

A draft Council resolution on lifelong learning was agreed without debate and political agreement was reached
on a proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the European Year of
Education through Sport 2004. Ministers also gave political agreement to a proposal for a Council Decision
amending Decision 1999/311/EC adopting the third phase of the trans-European co-operation scheme for higher
education (TEMPUS III) (2000-2006).

The Council received information from the Commission on a proposal for a Decision of the European
Parliament and of the Council amending Decision No. 253/2000/EC establishing the second phase of the
Community action programme in the field of education, SOCRATES. A report on the outcomes of the summit
of Heads of State or Government of the European Union and Latin America, held in Madrid on 17 and 18 May,
was presented by the Presidency.

In the Youth session, the Council agreed a draft resolution on the framework of European co-operation in the
youth field. This Resolution will take forward action to implement the proposals within the European
Commission’s White Paper “A New Impetus for European Youth”. Discussion followed on youth participation
in society, which is the priority theme of the White Paper. Ministers confirmed the importance of this theme.

The Council received information from the Commission on the need to submit proposals in the next year for a
new European Youth Programme to succeed the existing programme which is due to finish in 2006. The
Presidency also presented a report on the actions it had taken since January 2002 to progress the youth agenda.

Commentary/Recommendation

The Education Department was the first department of the Scottish Administration to
respond to this new procedure (i.e. for post Council reports). It is a useful model for
others to follow in terms of the nature of the material supplied. The Department
should be commended for its efforts.

The information supplied is not considered to be sufficient to trigger an invite to a
Minister to give further written or oral evidence. Members may wish to note the
contents of the report. Members are asked if they agree that there is no need to
seek further information or evidence from a Minister.
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Post-Council report on the Agriculture & Fisheries Council, 15-16 July [Date
Received: 4 September 2002]

Comments by the Executive

The Rt Hon Margaret Beckett, Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs,
represented the United Kingdom at the meeting of the Agriculture Council in Brussels on 15 July.
The Welsh Minister for Rural Development and Wales Abroad and the Northern Ireland Minister for
Agriculture and Rural Development also attended.

This was the first Council meeting of the Danish Presidency which accordingly introduced its work
programme for the six months ahead.

The main item of business was a public debate on the Mid-Term Review (MTR) of the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP).  The Commission introduced its outline proposals and Member States
gave initial reactions.  The UK welcomed the general direction of the changes proposed but indicated
where they fell short of what the UK believes is required to modernise the CAP.  The proposals will
be further considered by Ministers in September; officials will start detailed examination of them
shortly.

The Council discussed the Commission’s proposal for a mandate to open negotiations on modification
of the bound duties for rice and cereals.  Delegations, including the UK, expressed a range of
reservations about the proposal.  The Commission will be looking to narrow its scope and take further
soundings at official level.

The Council held a policy debate on Commission proposals for control of zoonoses.  The Commission
reported progress on establishment of the European Food Safety Authority and briefed the Council on
progress made on its Food Safety White Paper.

Commentary/Recommendation

The Committee may wish to note the above summary of events in the Council.
Members are asked if they agree to this recommendation.
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Post-Council report on the Budget Council, 19 July [Date Received: Not received
to date ]

Comments by the Executive

No information has as yet been provided by the Scottish Executive following this Council.

Commentary/Recommendation

No information has yet been provided by the Executive following this Council.
Although most issues discussed at this Council will be reserved matters,
nevertheless the agreement with the Executive is for such reports to be provided for
all Council meetings. Members may wish to re-emphasis this point to the Executive.
Members are asked if they agree to this recommendation.
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Post-Council report on the General Affairs Council, 22-23 July [Date Received:
Not received to date ]

Comments by the Executive

No information has as yet been provided by the Scottish Executive following this Council.

Commentary/Recommendation

No information has yet been provided by the Executive following this Council.
Although most issues discussed at this Council will be reserved matters,
nevertheless the agreement with the Executive is for such reports to be provided for
all Council meetings. Members may wish to re-emphasis this point to the Executive.
Members are asked if they agree to this recommendation.
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Education, Culture & Sport Committee

3283 Special Report No.2/2002 of the Court of Auditors on the Socrates and Youth
for Europe Community action programmes.

3298 COM(2000)193 Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Decision No 253/2000/EC establishing the second phase of the
Community action programme in the field of education 'Socrates'.

3315 COM(2002)220 Communication from the Commission to the Council concerning the
Commission’s participation in the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) and its
funding.

3336 SEC(2002)462 Report from the Commission – XXXIst Report on Competition Policy 2001.
3411 COM(2002)283 Report from the Commission to the Council on using the internet to develop

twinning between European secondary schools.
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Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee

3285 COM(2002)229 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2), third subparagraph,
point (c), of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament's amendments to the
Council's common position regarding the proposal for a Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council on the minimum health and safety
requirements regarding the exposure of workers to the risks arising from
physical agents (noise) (nth individual Directive within the meaning of Article
16(1) of Directive 89/391/EEC).

3294 COM(2002)217 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2), third subparagraph,
point (c), of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament's amendments to the
Council's common position regarding the proposal for a Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 97/67/EC with
regard to the further opening to competition of Community postal services
amending the proposal of the Commission pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC
Treaty.

3299 COM(2002)191 Commission Recommendation for the 2002 Broad Guidelines of the Economic
Policies of the Member States and the Community.

3300 COM(2002)205 Fifth report from the Commission to the Council on the situation in world
shipbuilding.

3302 COM(2002)167 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 517/94 on
common rules for imports of textile products from certain third countries not
covered by bilateral agreements, protocols or other arrangements, or by other
specific Community import rules.

3314 COM(2002)208 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council,
the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on the
Consumer Policy Strategy 2002-2006.

3318 COM(2002)214 Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the council on the
 implementation of Decision 1999/51/EC of the Council of 21 December 1998
on the promotion of European pathways in work-linked training, including
apprenticeship.

04 September 2002 Page 2 of 48



Sift of EC/EU Documents EU/02/10/6

Committee Relevancy:  10-sep-02
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3325 COM(2002)254 Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the
Council amending Council Directive 83/477/EEC on the protection of workers
from the risks related to exposure to asbestos at work.

3331 SEC(2002)569 Commission Staff Working Paper: Internal Market Scoreboard – No.10 – May
2002.

3333 COM(2002)234 Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Council Regulation (EC) No.2223/96 with respect to the delays of
transmission of the main aggregates of national accounts, to the derogations
concerning the transmission of the main aggregates of national accounts and
to the transmission of employment data in hours worked.

3335 COM(2002)203 Report from the Commission – Fourth report on the implementation of Council
Regulation No.3577/92 applying the principle of freedom to provide services to
maritime cabotage (1999-2000).

3336 SEC(2002)462 Report from the Commission – XXXIst Report on Competition Policy 2001.
3340 COM(2002)262 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on productivity:         – The Key to Competitiveness of European
Economies and Enterprises

3342 COM(2002)247 Communication from the Commission concerning “A Project for the European
Union”.

3349 COM(2002)263 Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament,
the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on
eEurope 2005: An information society for all – An Action Plan to be presented in
 view of the Seville European Council, 21/22 June 2002.

3350 COM(2002)259 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Council Directives 78/660/EEC, 83/349/EEC and 91/674/EEC on the
annual and consolidated accounts of certain types of companies and insurance
undertakings.
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3352 COM(2002)257 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament on clearing and settlement in the European Union – Main policy
issues and future challenges.

3353 COM(2002)252 Proposal for a Council Regulation correcting Regulation (EC) No.2200/96
relative to the starting date of the transitional period for the recognition of
producer organisations.

3374 COM(2002)284 Commission Opinion pursuant to point ( c ) of the third subparagraph of Article
251 ( 2 ) of the EC Treaty concerning the European Parliament’s amendments
to the Council’s common position on the proposal for European Parliament and
Council Decision concerning the sixth multiannual Framework Programme of
the European Community for research, technological development and
demonstration activities, aimed at contributing towards the creation of the
European Research Area.

Amending the Commission proposal pursuant to Article 250 ( 2 ) of the EC
Treaty.

3381 COM(2002)267 Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament:
Sixth Progress Report on the Financial Services Action Plan.

3388 COM(2002)279 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Council Directive 68/151/EEC, as regards disclosure requirements
in respect of certain types of companies.

3398 COM(2002)301 Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament,
the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions:
“Towards the Full Roll-Out of Third Generation Mobile Communications”.

3410 COM(2002)289 Communication from the Commission on the follow-up communication to the
Green Paper on EU Consumer Protection.
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3414 COM(2002)304 Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the
Council amending Directives 96/92/EC and 98/30/EC concerning rules for the
internal markets in electricity and natural gas.
Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the
Council on conditions for access to the network for cross-border exchanges in
electricity.

3420 COM(2002)315 European Commission Interim Report on the Start of the Operational
Implementation of the Second Phase of the Leonardo da Vinci Programme
(2002-2006).

3431 Notification by Denmark:
Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark concerning the adoption by the Council of
a draft Framework Decision on combating corruption in the private sector.

3432 Notification by Denmark:
Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark concerning the adoption by the Council of
a draft Framework Decision on combating corruption in the private sector.

3433 COM(2002)333 Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament
concerning the Allocation of Financial Intermediation Services Indirectly
Measured (FISIM) containing a qualitative and quantitative analysis of the
results of the trial calculations for allocating and calculating FISIM as
described in Council Regulation (EC) No 448/98 of 16 February 1998.

3434 COM(2002)332 Communication from the Commission: The euro area in the world economy –
Developments in the first three years.

3439 COM(2002)330 Proposal for a Council Decision on the consequences of the expiry of the
European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) Treaty on the international
agreements concluded by the ECSC.

3441 COM(2002)306 JRC Annual Report 2001.
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Committee SP Ref EU Ref Document Title

3451 COM(2002)317 Amended proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the
Council revising Annex I of Decision No 1336/97/EC on a series of guidelines
for trans-European telecommunications networks (presented by the
Commission pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty).

3457 SEC(2002)528 European Competitiveness Report 2002
3460 COM(2002)341 - Communication from the Commission: "The European social dialogue, a

force for innovation and change" - Proposal for a Council Decision
establishing a Tripartite Social Summit for Growth and Employment

3471 COM(2002)336 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
concerning certain aspects of the organisation of working time (codified
version)

3479 COM(2002)364 Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament,
the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions:
– A framework for the promotion of employee financial participation

3481 COM(2002)331 Communication from the Commission: A Methodological Note for the
Horizontal Evaluation of Services of General Economic Interest

3484 COM(2002)259/2 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Council Directives 78/660/EEC, 83/349/EEC and 91/674/EEC on the
annual and consolidated accounts of certain types of companies and insurance
undertakings.

3494 COM(2002)384 Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament and the
Economic and Social Committee on the implementation of Council Decision
1999/297/EC of 26 April 1999 establishing a Community statistical information
infrastructure relating to the industry and markets of the audiovisual and related
sectors.

3495 COM(2002)347 Communication from the Commission concerning Corporate Social
Responsibility - A business contribution to Sustainable Development.
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3496 COM(2002)345 Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council -
Growth and employment initiative. Measures on financial assistance for
innovative and job-creating small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) - As
at 31 December 2001.

3497 SEC(2002)731 Commission Staff Working Paper:Annexes to the Report from the Commission
to the European Parliament and the Council on Growth and Employment
Initiative. Measures on financial assistance for innovative and job creating
Small and Medium- Sized Enterprises (SME's).

3518 COM(2002)413 Amended proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council
 concerning the rules for the participation of undertakings, research centres
and universities and for the dissemination of research results for the
implementation of the European Community framework programme 2002-2006

3522 COM(2002)360 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article251(2), third subparagraph, point
 (c) of the EC Treaty on the European Parliament's amendments to the
Council's common position regarding the proposal for a Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council concerning the distance marketing of
consumer financial services and amending Directives 97/7/EC and 98/27/EC.

3529 COM(2002)350 Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament,
the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on an
Information and Communication Strategy for the European Union.

3533 COM(2002)207 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
re-use and commercial exploitation of public sector documents.

3564 COM(2002)425 Proposal for a Council Decision adopting a multi-annual programme
(2003-2005) for the monitoring of eEurope, dissemination of good practices
and the improvement of network and information security (MODINIS).

3567 Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark with a view to the adoption of Council
Framework Decision on combating corruption in the private sector.
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3571 COM(2002)419 Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament and the
Economic and Social Committee:Second biennial Report on the application of
the principle of mutual recognition in the Single Market.

3573 Draft Council Resolution on the Promotion of Enhanced European Cooperation
in Vocational Education and Training

3574 COM(2002)411 Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on
The State of the Internal Market for Services presented under the first stage of
the internal market strategy for services
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Equal Opportunities Committee

3344 PE-CONS 3624/02 Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council
Directive 76/207/EEC  the implementation of the principle of equal treatment for
 men and women as regards access to employment, vocational training and
promotion, and working conditions (Text with EEA relevance).

3351 COM(2002)258 Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the
Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on the
Annual Report on Equal Opportunities for Women and Men in the European
Union 2001.

3430
Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating racism and
xenophobia.

3464 Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating racism and
xenophobia

3556 Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating racism and
xenophobia.

3565 Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating racism and
xenophobia.
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Finance Committee

3352 COM(2002)257 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament on clearing and settlement in the European Union – Main policy
issues and future challenges.

3433 COM(2002)333 Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament
concerning the Allocation of Financial Intermediation Services Indirectly
Measured (FISIM) containing a qualitative and quantitative analysis of the
results of the trial calculations for allocating and calculating FISIM as
described in Council Regulation (EC) No 448/98 of 16 February 1998.

3434 COM(2002)332 Communication from the Commission: The euro area in the world economy –
Developments in the first three years.

3474 COM(2002)372 Communication from the Commission to the Council:
– Financial Information on the European Development Funds

3485 COM(2002)348 Protection of the financial interests of the Communities and fight against fraud -
 Annual report 2001.

3505 COM(2002)290 Proposal for a Council Regulation on a Financial Regulation applicable to the
9th European Development Fund.
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Health and Community Care Committee

3285 COM(2002)229 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2), third subparagraph,
point (c), of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament's amendments to the
Council's common position regarding the proposal for a Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council on the minimum health and safety
requirements regarding the exposure of workers to the risks arising from
physical agents (noise) (nth individual Directive within the meaning of Article
16(1) of Directive 89/391/EEC).

3297 COM(2002)201 Proposal for a Council Recommendation on the prevention and reduction of
risks associated with drug dependence.

3325 COM(2002)254 Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the
Council amending Council Directive 83/477/EEC on the protection of workers
from the risks related to exposure to asbestos at work.

3336 SEC(2002)462 Report from the Commission – XXXIst Report on Competition Policy 2001.
3409 Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Regulation on the hygiene of

foodstuffs – Outcome of the European Parliament’s first reading (Strasbourg,
13-16 May 2002).

3437 COM(2002)319 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on
setting standards of quality and safety for the donation, procurement, testing,
processing, storage and distribution of human tissues and cells.

3438 COM(2002)303 Proposal for a Council Recommendation on the prevention of smoking and on
initiatives to improve tobacco control.

3487 COM(2002)334 Opinion of the Commission on the European Parliament's amendments to the
Council's common position regarding the proposal for a Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council amending for the twenty-fourth time
Council Directive 76/769/EEC relating to restrictions on the marketing and use
of certain dangerous substances and preparations (pentabromodiphenyl ether).
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3490 COM(2002)400 Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Regulation on smoke
flavourings used or intended for use in or on foods.

3520 COM(2002)375 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Directive 94/35/EC on sweeteners for use in foodstuffs
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Justice 1 Committee

3288 COM(2002)225 Amended proposal for a Council Directive on the right to family reunification.

3303 COM(2002)159 Proposal for a Council Regulation creating a European enforcement order for
uncontested claims.

3305 COM(2002)222 Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning jurisdiction and the recognition
and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial matters and in matters of parental
 responsibility repealing Regulation (EC) No 1347/2000 and amending
Regulation (EC) No 44/2001 in matters relating to maintenance.

3316 COM(2002)233 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament “Towards Integrated Management of the External Borders of the
Member States of the European Union”.

3321 European network for the protection of public figures - Text proposed by the
Presidency following the proceedings of the Article 36 Committee (11/12 April
2002)

3322 Council Regulation on the issue of visas at the border, including the issue of
such visas to seamen in transit.

3329 Draft Decision establishing a mechanism for evaluating the legal systems and
their implementation at national level in the fight against terrorism.

3330 COM(2002)173 Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on attacks against information
systems.

3336 SEC(2002)462 Report from the Commission – XXXIst Report on Competition Policy 2001.
3337 Initiative of the Kingdom of Spain with a view to adopting a Council Decision on

the implementation of specific measures for police and judicial cooperation to
combat terrorism in accordance with Article 4 of Common Position
2001/931/CFSP.
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3342 COM(2002)247 Communication from the Commission concerning “A Project for the European
Union”.

3365 Initiative of the Kingdom of Spain with a view to adopting a Council Decision on
the implementation of specific measures for police and judicial cooperation to
combat terrorism in accordance with Article 4 of Common Position
2001/931/CFSP.

3388 COM(2002)279 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Council Directive 68/151/EEC, as regards disclosure requirements
in respect of certain types of companies.

3390 Council Decision concerning the introduction of some new functions for the
Schengen Information System, in particular in the fight against terrorism.

3391 Initiative of the Kingdom of Spain with a view to adopting a Council Decision on
the implementation of specific measures for police and judicial cooperation to
combat terrorism in accordance with Article 4 of Common Position
2001/931/CFSP.

3392 Council Regulation concerning the introduction of some new functions for the
Schengen Information System, in particular in the fight against terrorism.

3399 COM(2002)261 Biannual update of the scoreboard to review progress on the creation of an area
 of “Freedom, Security and Justice” in the European Union (first half of 2002).

3400 Initiative of the Kingdom of Spain with a view to adopting a Council Decision on
the implementation of specific measures for police and judicial cooperation to
combat terrorism in accordance with Article 4 of Common Position
2001/931/CFSP.

3405 COM(2002)302 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament – Civil protection: Progress made in implementing the programme
for preparedness for possible emergencies.

3410 COM(2002)289 Communication from the Commission on the follow-up communication to the
Green Paper on EU Consumer Protection.
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3413 COM(2002)244 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Council Directives 72/166/EEC, 84/5/EEC, 88/357/EEC, 90/232/EEC
 and Directive 2000/26/EC on insurance against civil liability in respect of the
use of motor vehicles.

3419 COM(2002)326 Amended proposal for a Council Directive on minimum standards on
procedures in Member States for granting and withdrawing refugee status.

3430
Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating racism and
xenophobia.

3431 Notification by Denmark:
Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark concerning the adoption by the Council of
a draft Framework Decision on combating corruption in the private sector.

3432 Notification by Denmark:
Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark concerning the adoption by the Council of
a draft Framework Decision on combating corruption in the private sector.

3435 COM(2002)338 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2), third subparagraph,
point (c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament's amendments to the
Council's common position regarding the proposal for a Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council on the processing of personal data and
 the protection of privacy in the electronic communications sector, amending the
 proposal of the Commission pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

3448 COM(2002)328 Report from the Commission on controls on cross-border cash movements
together with a proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and the
Council on the prevention of money laundering by means of customs
co-operation.

3449 Communication from the Kingdom of Denmark:Initiative by the Kingdom of
Denmark with a view to adoption by the Council of a draft Framework Decision
on Confiscation of Crime-Related Proceeds, Instrumentalities and Property.
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3450 Communication from the Kingdom of Denmark:Initiative by the Kingdom of
Denmark with a view to adoption by the Council of a draft Framework Decision
on Confiscation of Crime-Related Proceeds, Instrumentalities and Property.

3454 SEC(2002)635 European Judicial Training Network - State of play and options
3456 Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark with a view to adopting a Council Act

drawing up, on the basis of Article 43(1) of the Convention on the Establishment
 of a European Police Office (Europol Convention), of a Protocol amending that
Convention

3464 Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating racism and
xenophobia

3465 Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark with a view to the adoption by the Council of
 a draft Council Decision on the investigation and prosecution of war crimes
and crimes against humanity, etc.

3466 Communication from the Kingdom of Denmark: Initiative by the Kingdom of
Denmark with a view to the Council's adoption of a draft Council Decision on
increasing cooperation between European Union Member States with regard to
 disqualifications

3467 Initiative by the Kingdom of Denmark with a view to the Council's Decision on
increasing cooperation between European Union Member States with regard to
 disqualifications - Explanatory note regarding draft Council decision on
increasing cooperation between European Union Member States with regard to
 disqualification

3468 Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark with a view to adopting a Council Decision
on the common use of liason officers posted abroad by the law enforcement
agencies of the Member States

3470 Initiative of the Kingdom of Belgium with a view to the adoption of a Council
Decision setting up a European Network of National Contact Points for
Restorative Justice
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3472 Communication from the Kingdom of Denmark: - Initiative by the Kingdom of
Denmark with a view to Council adoption of a draft Framework  Decision on the
execution in the European Union of confiscation orders

3485 COM(2002)348 Protection of the financial interests of the Communities and fight against fraud -
 Annual report 2001.

3515 Draft Framework Decision on the application of the principle of mutual
recognition to financial penalties.

3517 COM(2002)302 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament - Civil protection: Progress made in implementing the programme
for preparedness for possible emergencies

3532 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
right of citizens of the Union and their family members to move and reside freely
 within the territory of the Member States.

3556 Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating racism and
xenophobia.

3565 Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating racism and
xenophobia.

3567 Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark with a view to the adoption of Council
Framework Decision on combating corruption in the private sector.
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Justice 2 Committee

3288 COM(2002)225 Amended proposal for a Council Directive on the right to family reunification.

3303 COM(2002)159 Proposal for a Council Regulation creating a European enforcement order for
uncontested claims.

3305 COM(2002)222 Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning jurisdiction and the recognition
and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial matters and in matters of parental
 responsibility repealing Regulation (EC) No 1347/2000 and amending
Regulation (EC) No 44/2001 in matters relating to maintenance.

3316 COM(2002)233 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament “Towards Integrated Management of the External Borders of the
Member States of the European Union”.

3321 European network for the protection of public figures - Text proposed by the
Presidency following the proceedings of the Article 36 Committee (11/12 April
2002)

3322 Council Regulation on the issue of visas at the border, including the issue of
such visas to seamen in transit.

3329 Draft Decision establishing a mechanism for evaluating the legal systems and
their implementation at national level in the fight against terrorism.

3330 COM(2002)173 Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on attacks against information
systems.

3336 SEC(2002)462 Report from the Commission – XXXIst Report on Competition Policy 2001.
3337 Initiative of the Kingdom of Spain with a view to adopting a Council Decision on

the implementation of specific measures for police and judicial cooperation to
combat terrorism in accordance with Article 4 of Common Position
2001/931/CFSP.
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3342 COM(2002)247 Communication from the Commission concerning “A Project for the European
Union”.

3365 Initiative of the Kingdom of Spain with a view to adopting a Council Decision on
the implementation of specific measures for police and judicial cooperation to
combat terrorism in accordance with Article 4 of Common Position
2001/931/CFSP.

3388 COM(2002)279 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Council Directive 68/151/EEC, as regards disclosure requirements
in respect of certain types of companies.

3390 Council Decision concerning the introduction of some new functions for the
Schengen Information System, in particular in the fight against terrorism.

3391 Initiative of the Kingdom of Spain with a view to adopting a Council Decision on
the implementation of specific measures for police and judicial cooperation to
combat terrorism in accordance with Article 4 of Common Position
2001/931/CFSP.

3392 Council Regulation concerning the introduction of some new functions for the
Schengen Information System, in particular in the fight against terrorism.

3399 COM(2002)261 Biannual update of the scoreboard to review progress on the creation of an area
 of “Freedom, Security and Justice” in the European Union (first half of 2002).

3400 Initiative of the Kingdom of Spain with a view to adopting a Council Decision on
the implementation of specific measures for police and judicial cooperation to
combat terrorism in accordance with Article 4 of Common Position
2001/931/CFSP.

3405 COM(2002)302 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament – Civil protection: Progress made in implementing the programme
for preparedness for possible emergencies.

3410 COM(2002)289 Communication from the Commission on the follow-up communication to the
Green Paper on EU Consumer Protection.
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3413 COM(2002)244 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Council Directives 72/166/EEC, 84/5/EEC, 88/357/EEC, 90/232/EEC
 and Directive 2000/26/EC on insurance against civil liability in respect of the
use of motor vehicles.

3419 COM(2002)326 Amended proposal for a Council Directive on minimum standards on
procedures in Member States for granting and withdrawing refugee status.

3430
Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating racism and
xenophobia.

3431 Notification by Denmark:
Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark concerning the adoption by the Council of
a draft Framework Decision on combating corruption in the private sector.

3432 Notification by Denmark:
Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark concerning the adoption by the Council of
a draft Framework Decision on combating corruption in the private sector.

3435 COM(2002)338 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2), third subparagraph,
point (c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament's amendments to the
Council's common position regarding the proposal for a Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council on the processing of personal data and
 the protection of privacy in the electronic communications sector, amending the
 proposal of the Commission pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

3448 COM(2002)328 Report from the Commission on controls on cross-border cash movements
together with a proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and the
Council on the prevention of money laundering by means of customs
co-operation.

3449 Communication from the Kingdom of Denmark:Initiative by the Kingdom of
Denmark with a view to adoption by the Council of a draft Framework Decision
on Confiscation of Crime-Related Proceeds, Instrumentalities and Property.

04 September 2002 Page 20 of 48



Sift of EC/EU Documents EU/02/10/6

Committee Relevancy:  10-sep-02
Committee SP Ref EU Ref Document Title

3450 Communication from the Kingdom of Denmark:Initiative by the Kingdom of
Denmark with a view to adoption by the Council of a draft Framework Decision
on Confiscation of Crime-Related Proceeds, Instrumentalities and Property.

3454 SEC(2002)635 European Judicial Training Network - State of play and options
3456 Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark with a view to adopting a Council Act

drawing up, on the basis of Article 43(1) of the Convention on the Establishment
 of a European Police Office (Europol Convention), of a Protocol amending that
Convention

3464 Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating racism and
xenophobia

3465 Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark with a view to the adoption by the Council of
 a draft Council Decision on the investigation and prosecution of war crimes
and crimes against humanity, etc.

3466 Communication from the Kingdom of Denmark: Initiative by the Kingdom of
Denmark with a view to the Council's adoption of a draft Council Decision on
increasing cooperation between European Union Member States with regard to
 disqualifications

3467 Initiative by the Kingdom of Denmark with a view to the Council's Decision on
increasing cooperation between European Union Member States with regard to
 disqualifications - Explanatory note regarding draft Council decision on
increasing cooperation between European Union Member States with regard to
 disqualification

3468 Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark with a view to adopting a Council Decision
on the common use of liason officers posted abroad by the law enforcement
agencies of the Member States

3470 Initiative of the Kingdom of Belgium with a view to the adoption of a Council
Decision setting up a European Network of National Contact Points for
Restorative Justice
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3472 Communication from the Kingdom of Denmark: - Initiative by the Kingdom of
Denmark with a view to Council adoption of a draft Framework  Decision on the
execution in the European Union of confiscation orders

3485 COM(2002)348 Protection of the financial interests of the Communities and fight against fraud -
 Annual report 2001.

3515 Draft Framework Decision on the application of the principle of mutual
recognition to financial penalties.

3517 COM(2002)302 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament - Civil protection: Progress made in implementing the programme
for preparedness for possible emergencies

3532 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
right of citizens of the Union and their family members to move and reside freely
 within the territory of the Member States.

3556 Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating racism and
xenophobia.

3565 Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating racism and
xenophobia.

3567 Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark with a view to the adoption of Council
Framework Decision on combating corruption in the private sector.
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Local Government Committee

3534 COM(2002)260 Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on
the application of Directive 94/80/EC on the right to vote and stand as a
candidate in municipal elections
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Other

3284 COM(2002)238 Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Convention between
the European Community and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) concerning aid to refugees in
the countries in the Near East for 2002-2005.

3286 COM(2002)228 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the EC-Mexico
 Joint Council on the rules of procedure of the Special Committees.

3289 COM(2002)230 Proposal for a Council and Commission Decision concluding the Agreement
between the European Communities and the Government of Japan concerning
cooperation on anticompetitive activities.

3291 COM(2002)223 Recommendation for a Council Decision concerning the participation of the
Community in the International Rubber Study Group.

3296 COM(2002)215 Report from the Commission on the application during the years 1996 to 1999
of Council Directive 92/106/EEC of 7 December 1992 on the establishment of
common rules for certain types of combined transport of goods between
Member States.

3301 COM(2002)200 Proposal for a Council Decision on the Community position in relation to the
establishment of a Joint Consultative Committee to be decided on by the
Association Council established by the Europe Agreement between the
European Communities and the Slovak Republic.

3307 COM(2002)212 Report from the Commission – Experience gained and the convergence
achieved in applying the provisions laid down in the Directive on medium and
long term export credit insurance.

3309 SEC(2002)449 Draft Commission Decision on administering certain restrictions on imports of
certain steel products from Kazakhstan.

3310 SEC(2002)451 Draft Commission Decision on administering certain restrictions on imports of
certain steel products from the Russian Federation.
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3311 SEC(2002)453 Draft Commission Decision on the conclusion of an agreement between the
European Coal and Steel Community and the Government of the Republic of
Kazakhstan on trade in certain steel products.

3319 Council Decision amending the Council Decision of 27 March 2000
authorising the Director of Europol to enter into negotiations on agreements
with third States and non EU-related bodies.

3320 COM(2002)182 Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on
imports of coumarin originating in the People's Republic of China.

3324 COM(2002)209 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament on public finances in EMU – 2002.

3326 SEC(2002)457 Draft Commission Decision on the conclusion of an agreement between the
European Coal and Steel Community and the Government of the Russian
Federation on trade in certain steel products.

3328 SEC(2002)412 Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the signing of the Agreement
between the European Community and the Government of the Special
Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China on the readmission of
persons residing without authorisation - Proposal for a Council Decision
concerning the conclusion of the Agreement between the European Community
and the Government of the Special Administrative Region of the People's
Republic of China on the readmission of persons residing without
authorisation.
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3332 SEC(2002)495 Proposal for a Council and Commission Decision?EC/ECSC on the position to
 be taken by the Community within the Association Council established by the
Europe Agreement signed on 16 December 1991 between the European
Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of
Poland, of the other part, with regard to an extension of the period foreseen in
Article 8(4) of Protocol 2 of the Europe Agreement.

Proposal for a Council and Commission Decision/EC/ECSC on the conclusion
 of an additional Protocol to the Europe Agreement establishing an association
between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part,
and the Czech Republic, of the other part, with regard to an extension of the
period foreseen in the provisions of Article 8(4) of Protocol 2 of the Europe
Agreement with the Czech Republic.

Proposal for a Council and Commission Decision/EC/ECSC on the conclusion
 of an additional Protocol to the Europe Agreement establishing an association
between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part,
and the Republic of Bulgaria, of the other part, with regard to an extension of
the period foreseen in the provisions of Article 9(4) of Protocol 2 of the Europe
Agreement with Bulgaria.

Proposal for a Council and Commission Decision/EC/ECSC on the conclusion
 of an additional Protocol to the Europe Agreement establishing an association
between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part,
and the Republic of Romania, of the other part, with regard to an extension of
the period foreseen in the provisions of Article 9(4) of Protocol 2 of the Europe
Agreement with Romania.

3334 COM(2002)231 Proposal for a Council Decision on the Community position in relation to the
establishment of a joint consultative committee to be decided on by the
Association Council established by the Europe Agreement between the
European Communities and the Republic of Bulgaria.

3338 SEC(2002)450 Draft Commission Decision on administering certain restrictions on imports of
certain steel products from Ukraine.
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3339 SEC(2002)455 Draft Commission Decision on the conclusion of an agreement between the
European Coal and Steel Community and the Government of Ukraine on trade in
 certain steel products.

3341 COM(2002)243 Report from the Commission on the Convergence Report 2002 for Sweden.

3343 COM(2002)237 Report from the Commission to the budgetary authority on guarantees covered
by the general budget – situation at 30 June 2001.

3346 COM(2002)194 Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down transitional provisions
concerning anti-dumping and anti-subsidy measures adopted pursuant to
Commission Decisions No 2277/96/ECSC and No 1889/98/ECSC as well as
pending anti-dumping and anti-subsidy investigations, complaints and
applications pursuant to those Decisions.

3348 COM(2002)264 Communication from the Commission on a new type of office for managing
support and administrative tasks at the European Commission.

3354 COM(2002)251 Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on
imports of powdered activated carbon (PAC) originating in the People’s
Republic of China.

3355 COM(2002)249 Proposal for a Council Decision for a common position on the adoption of a
Decision by the Joint Committee of the Convention of 20 May 1987 on a
common transit procedure and the Joint Committee of the Convention of 20 May
 1987 on the simplification of formalities in trade of goods concerning an
invitation to Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and the Republic of Slovenia to accede to
these Conventions.

3356 COM(2002)248 Report from the Commission on the monitoring of Article 95 ECSC Steel aid
cases, Seventeenth Report, May 2002.

3364 COM(2002)226 Proposal for a Council Regulation terminating the anti-dumping proceeding
concerning imports of bicycles originating in Indonesia, Malaysia, and
Thailand

3366 Excise duty – Biofuels.
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3367 COM(2002)213 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending the Staff Regulations of officials
and the Conditions of Employment of other servants of the European
Communities (Revision of the Staff Regulations).

3368 ECB CR 2002 Convergence Report 2002.
3370 COM(2002)286 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community Position concerning the

Rules of Procedure of the Association Council and the Association Committee
established by the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement established an Association
between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part,
and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, of the other part.

3371 COM(2002)285 Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing additional customs duties on
imports of certain products originating in the United States of America.

3372 COM(2002)270 Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Decision 98/566/EC of 20
July 1998 on the conclusion of an Agreement on mutual recognition between the
 European Community and Canada.

3373 COM(2002)271 Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Decision 98/508/EC of 18
June 1998 on the conclusion of an Agreement on mutual recognition in relation
to conformity assessment, certificates and markings between the European
Community and Australia.

3375 COM(2002)273 Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Decision 2001/747/EC of
27 September 2001 on the conclusion of an Agreement on mutual recognition
between the European Community and Japan.

3376 COM(2002)272 Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Decision 98/509/EC of 18
June 1998 on the conclusion of an Agreement on mutual recognition in relation
to conformity assessment between the European Community and New Zealand.

3377 COM(2002)269 Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning certain restrictive measures in
respect of Liberia.

3378 COM(2002)242 State aid scoreboard – Spring 2002 update.
3379 SEC(2002)518 Public Finances in EMU – 2002.
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3380 European Central Bank:
Annual report of the Anti-Fraud Committee.

3382 COM(2002)275 Communication from the Commission – European Governance:
Better Lawmaking.

3384 COM(2002)276 Communication from the Commission on impact assessment.
3385 COM(2002)311 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament:Activities and Human Resources of the Commission in the
Enlarged European Union.

3386 COM(2002)256 Communication from the Commission on the Action Plans for administrative
and judicial capacity, and the monitoring of commitments made by the
negotiating countries in the accession negotiations.

3387 COM(2002) 209 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament on Public Finances in EMU – 2002. (Front Page Only)

3393 COM(2002)316 Amended proposal for a Council Regulation establishing additional customs
duties on imports of certain products originating in the United States of
America.

3394 COM(2002)280 Report from the Commission on the status of work on the guidelines for state
aid and services of general economic interest.

3395 COM(2002)278 Communication from the Commission – Action Plan “Simplifying and improving
 the regulatory environment”.

3396 COM(2002)281 Report from the Commission to the Council – Explaining Europe’s
Enlargement.

3397 COM(2002)250 Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Decision 1999/78/EC of 22
June 1998 on the conclusion of an Agreement on Mutual Recognition between
the European Community and the United States of America.

3401 Declassifying certain parts of the SIRENE Manual.
3402 COM(2002)314 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending the Annex to Commission

Regulation (EC) No.1107/96 with regard to the name “Feta”.
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3403 COM(2002)308 Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament,
the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions – The
programming of the Structural Funds 2002-2006: An initial assessment of the
Urban Initiative.

3404 COM(2002)298 Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down the weightings applicable from
1 January 2002 to the remuneration of officials of the European Communities
serving in third countries.

3407 COM(2002)291 Report from the Commission to the Council – Review of progress of working
with indigenous peoples.

3417 SEC(2002)626 Preliminary draft supplementary and amending budget No.3 to the budget for
2002 – General statement of revenue – Statement of revenue and expenditure by
section: Section III – Commission; Section V – Court of Auditors; Section VI –
Economic and Social Committee.

3418 COM(2002)296 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council Regulation (EC)
No.2465/96 concerning the interruption of economic and financial relations
between the European Community and Iraq.

3421 COM(2002)282 Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty and
collecting definitively the provisional duty imposed on imports of recordable
compact disks originating in Taiwan.

3422 SEC(2002)696 Transfer of Appropriations No.19/2002.
3423 SEC(2002)613 Transfer of Appropriations No.14/2002.
3424 SEC(2002)554 Transfer of Appropriations No.13/2002.
3425 Council Act amending the Staff Regulations applicable to Europol employees.

3428 COM(2002)246 Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive countervailing duty on
imports of certain ring binder mechanisms (RBM) originating in Indonesia and
 terminating the anti-subsidy proceeding in respect of imports of certain RBM
originating in India.
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3429 COM(2002)245 Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on
imports of certain ring binder mechanisms (RBM) originating in Indonesia and
 terminating the anti-dumping proceeding in respect of imports of certain RBM
originating in India.

3440 COM(2002)253 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.2334/97 as
last amended by Regulation (EC) 1678/2001 imposing a definitive anti-dumping
 duty on certain imports of flat pallets of wood originating in the Republic of
Poland.

3442 COM(2002)323 Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the
European Court of Auditors, the Economic and Social Committee and the
Committee of the Regions – Tempus (Phare/CARDS and Tacis), Annual
Report 2000.

3443 COM(2002)210 Relations with Lebanon - Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature of
an Interim Agreement on trade and trade related matters between the European
Community, of the one part, and the Republic of Lebanon, of the other part -
Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of an Interim Agreement on
trade and trade related matters between the European Community, of the one
part, and the Republic of Lebanon, of the other part.

3444 COM(2002)210 Relations with Lebanon - Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature of
an Interim Agreement on trade and trade related matters between the European
Community, of the one part, and the Republic of Lebanon, of the other part -
Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of an Interim Agreement on
trade and trade related matters between the European Community, of the one
part, and the Republic of Lebanon, of the other part.

3445 COM(2002)288 Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council.
European Agency for Reconstruction. Annual Report 2001.

3452 COM(2002)342 Council Regulation on a transitional product-specific safeguard mechanism for
 imports originating in the People's Republic of China and amending Council
Regulation (EC) No 519/94 on common rules for imports from certain third
countries.
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3455 COM(2002)294 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No
92/2002 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of urea originating
in Belarus, Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, Libya, Lithuania, Romania, and the
Ukraine

3458 COM(2002)337 Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by the Community
within the Association Committee established by the Euroe Agreement between
the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and
Romania, of the other part, with regard to the adoption of a Regional aid map on
 the basis of which regional aid granted by Romania will be assessed

3482 COM(2002)366 Report from the Commission to the Council on the application of Annex X to the
Staff Regulations (Council Regulation 3019/87 of 5.10.1987) – Year 2001.

3483 COM(2002)428 Report from the Commission to the Council on Steel re-balancing action.
3493 COM(2002)387 Proposal for a Council Decision on the Community position in relation to the

establishment of a Joint Consultative Committee to be decided on by the
Association Council established by the Europe Agreement between the
European Communities and the Republic of Estonia.

3498 COM(2002)322 Report from the Commission (Humanitarian Aid Office - ECHO) - Annual
report 2001.

3501 COM(2002)352 Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on
the implementation of macro-financial assistance to third countries in 2001.

3507 COM(2002)300 Preliminary Draft Budget of the European Communities for the financial year
2003.

04 September 2002 Page 32 of 48



Sift of EC/EU Documents EU/02/10/6

Committee Relevancy:  10-sep-02
Committee SP Ref EU Ref Document Title

3508 SEC(2002)407 These named documents (Nos.6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17 & 18/2002) are
Transfers of Appropriations which are deemed not to require an Explanatory
Memorandum under the new arrangements jointly agreed by the Lords and
Commons Select Committees as set out in the letter of 29 July 1998 from the
Chairman of the Commons Select Committee to the Economic Secretary to the
Treasury.

It will be submitted for clearance via an Explanatory Memorandum covering the
quarterly list of transfers.

The lead department is HM Treasury.

3509 COM(2002)300
Preliminary Draft Budget of the European Communities for the financial year
2003.

3510 COM(2002)300 Preliminary Draft Budget of the European Communities for the financial year
2003.

3511 COM(2002)300
Preliminary Draft Budget of the European Communities for the financial year
2003

3512 COM(2002)300 Preliminary Draft Budget of the European Communities for the financial year
2003.

3513 COM(2002)300 Preliminary Draft Budget of the European Communities for the financial year
2003.

3514 COM(2002)300 Preliminary Draft Budget of the European Communities for the financial year
2003.

3519 COM(2002)371 Proposal for a Council Regulation on the safegaurd measures provided for in
the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement

3523 COM(2002)365 Excise duties on mineral oils
– Request by Sweden for an exemption (procedure under Article 8(4) of
Directive 92/81/EEC)
=  Differentiated rate for alkylate-based petrol for two-stroke engines
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3525 COM(2002)405 Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the
Council amending, for the benefit of European parliamentary assistants,
Council Regulation (EEC) No 1408/71 on the application of social security
schemes to employed persons, self-employed persons and to members of their
families moving within the Community, and Council Regulation (EEC) No
574/72 laying down the procedure for implementing Regulation (EEC) No
1408/71.

3530 SEC(2002)821 Transfer of Appropriations No.24/2002.
3531 COM(2002)352 Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on

the implementation of macrofinancial assistance to third countries in 2001.

3551 SEC(2002)823 Amending letter No 1 to the preliminary draft budget 2003 – Section III –
Commission.

3552 COM(2002)383 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the
EC-Switzerland Joint Committee on the amendment of Protocol 3, concerning
the definition of the concept of "originating products" and methods of
administrative cooperation, set out in the Agreement between the European
Communities, of the one part, and the Swiss Confederation, of the other part.

3553 COM(2002)378 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the EU-Latvia
Association Council on the amendment of Protocol 3, concerning the definition
of the concept of "originating products" and methods of administrative
cooperation, set out in the Europe Agreement establishing an association
between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part,
and the Republic of Latvia, of the other part.

3554 COM(2002)381 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the
EU-Estonia Association Council on the amendment of Protocol 3, concerning
the definition of the concept of "originating products" and methods of
administrative cooperation, set out in the Europe Agreement establishing an
association between the European Communities and their Member States, of
the one part, and the Republic of Estonia, of the other part.
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3555 COM(2002)325 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 397/1999
imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of bicycles originating in
Taiwan.

3557 COM(2002)389 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the
EU-Slovenia Association Council on the amendment of Protocol 4, concerning
the definition of the concept of "originating products" and methods of
administrative co-operation, set out in the Europe Agreement establishing an
association between the European Communities and their Member States, of
the one part, and the Republic of Slovenia, of the other part.

3558 COM(2002)370 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the EBA Joint
Committee on the amendment of Protocol 4 to the EBA Agreement on rules of
origin.

3559 COM(2002)390 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the
EU-Bulgaria Association Council on the amendment of Protocol 4, concerning
the definition of the concept of "originating products" and methods of
administrative cooperation, set out in the Europe Agreement establishing an
association between the European Communities and their Member States, of
the one part, and the Republic of Bulgaria, of the other part.

3560 COM(2002)388 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the
EU-Hungary Association Council on the amendment of Protocol 4, concerning
the definition of the concept of "originating products" and methods of
administrative co-operation, set out in the Europe Agreement establishing an
association between the European Communities and their Member States, of
the one part, and the Republic of Hungary, of the other part.

3561 COM(2002)391 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the EU-Czech
Republic Association Council on the amendment of Protocol 4, concerning the
definition of the concept of "originating products" and methods of administrative
 cooperation, set out in the Europe Agreement establishing an association
between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part,
and the Czech Republic, of the other part.
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3562 COM(2002)432 Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature, and a proposal for a Council
Decision on the conclusion of an additional Protocol to the Europe Agreement
establishing an Association between the European Communities and their
Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Slovenia, of the other part,
on Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products (PECA).

3563 COM(2002)392 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the
EU-Romania Association Council on the amendment of Protocol 4, concerning
the definition of the concept of "originating products" and methods of
administrative cooperation, set out in the Europe Agreement establishing an
association between the European Communities and their Member States, of
the one part, and the Republic of Romania, of the other part.

3568 COM(2002)382 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the
EU-Lithuania Association Council on the amendment of Protocol 3, concerning
the definition of the concept of ‘originating products’ and methods of
administrative co-operation, set out in the Europe Agreement establishing an
association between the European Communities and their Member States, of
the one part, and the Republic of Lithuania, of the other part.

3569 COM(2002)352 Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on
the implementation of macrofinancial assistance to third countries in 2001.

3570 SEC(2002)785 Transfer of Appropriations No.20/2002.
3572 COM(2002) 435 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2), third subparagraph,

point (c), of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament's amendments to the
Council's common position regarding thr proposal for a directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council amending for the seventh time Council
Directive 76/768/EEC on the approximation of the laws of the Member States
relating to cosmetic products

3575 COM(2002)455 Proposal for a Council Regulation implementing the Kimberley Process
certification scheme for the international trade in rough diamonds
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Rural Development Committee

3287 COM(2002)227 Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing concessions in the form of
Community tariff quotas for certain agricultural products and providing for an
adjustment, as an autonomous and transitional measure, of certain agricultural
concessions provided for in the Europe Agreement with Latvia.

3290 COM(2002)224 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.2505/96
opening and providing for the administration of autonomous Community tariff
quotas for certain agricultural and industrial products.

3292 COM(2002)221 Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing concessions in the form of
Community tariff quotas for certain agricultural products and providing for an
adjustment, as an autonomous and transitional measure, of certain agricultural
concessions provided for in the Europe Agreement with Lithuania.

3293 COM(2002)219 Proposal for a Council Decision establishing the position to be adopted on
behalf of the Community in the Food Aid Committee.

3295 COM(2002)216 Proposal for a Council Decision amending Decision 97/788/EC as regards the
 period of validity.

3304 COM(2002)204 Proposal for a Council Decision relating to the conclusion of an Agreement
between the European Community and the Republic of Bulgaria concerning
fishery products, in the form of an additional Protocol completing the Europe
Agreement establishing an association between the European Communities
and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Bulgaria, of the
other part.

3306 COM(2002)199 Proposal for a Council Regulation opening an autonomous quota for imports of
 high-quality beef.

3323 COM(2002)232 Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 69/208/EEC on the
marketing of seed of oil and fibre plants.

3336 SEC(2002)462 Report from the Commission – XXXIst Report on Competition Policy 2001.

04 September 2002 Page 37 of 48



Sift of EC/EU Documents EU/02/10/6

Committee Relevancy:  10-sep-02
Committee SP Ref EU Ref Document Title

3357 COM(2002)180 Communication from the Commission on the Community action plan for the
eradication of illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing.

3358 COM(2002)181 Communication from the Commission on the reform of the Common fisheries
Policy (“Roadmap”).

3359 COM(2002)185 Proposal for a Council Regulation on the conservation and sustainable
exploitation of fisheries resources under the Common Fisheries Policy.

3360 COM(2002)186 Communication from the Commission setting out a Community Action Plan to
integrate environmental protection requirements into the Common Fisheries
Policy.

3361 COM(2002)187 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.2792/1999
laying down the detailed rules and arrangements regarding Community
structural assistance in the fisheries sector.

3362 COM(2002)268 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251 ( 2 ), third subparagraph,
point ( c ) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the
Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a Regulation of the
European Parliament and of the Council laying down the health rules
concerning animal by-products not intended for human consumption.

3363 COM(2002)190 Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing an emergency Community
measure for scrapping fishing vessels.

3406 COM(2002)305 Annual Report from the Commission on the Guarantee Fund and its
management in 2001.

3408 Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Regulation laying down
specific hygiene rules for food of animal origin – Outcome of the European
Parliament’s first reading (Strasbourg, 13-16 May 2002).

3409 Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Regulation on the hygiene of
foodstuffs – Outcome of the European Parliament’s first reading (Strasbourg,
13-16 May 2002).
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3412 COM(2002)299 Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing concessions in the form of
Community tariff quotas for certain agricultural products and providing for an
adjustment, as an autonomous and transitional measure, of certain agricultural
concessions provided for in the Europe Agreement with Hungary.

3415 COM(2002)295 Report from the Commission to the Council on the implementation of Council
Regulation (EEC) No.2137/92 concerning the Community scale for the
classification of carcasses of ovine animals.

3416 COM(2002)293 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.1258/1999
on the financing of the common agricultural policy.

3436 COM(2002)318 Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the
Council relating to fertilizers.

3441 COM(2002)306 JRC Annual Report 2001.
3453 COM(2002)339 Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on

the establishment of a database on payments under the Guarantee Section of
the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund.

3459 COM(2002)343 Proposal for a Council Regulation setting the limits to the Community financing
 of work programmes drawn up by approved operators' organisations in the
olive sector provided for in Regulation (EC) No 1638/98 and derogating from
Regulation No 136/66/EEC

3461 COM(2002)307 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No 3950/92
establishing an additional levy in the milk and milk products sector

3469 COM(2002)355 Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down certain technical measures
applicable to fishing activities in the area covered by the Convention on the
conservation of Antarctic marine living resources

3473 COM(2002)367 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council Directive 70/524/EEC
concerning additives in feedingstuffs as regards withdrawal of the authorisation
 of an additive and amending Commission Regulation (EC) No 2430/1999.
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3476 COM(2002)361 Proposal for a Council Decision establishing, pursuant to Directive
2001/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council, the summary
notification information format for notifications concerning the deliberate
release into the environment of genetically modified organisms for purposes
other than for placing on the market.

3477 COM(2002)359 Proposal for a Council Decision establishing guidance notes supplementing
Annex VII to Directive 2001/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council on the deliberate release into the environment of genetically modified
organisms and repealing Council Directive 90/220/EEC.

3478 COM(2002)362 Proposal for a Council Decision establishing, pursuant to Directive
2001/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council, the summary
information format relating to the placing on the market of genetically modified
organisms as or in products.

3480 COM(2002)335 Proposal for a Council Regulation on the arrangements applicable to
agricultural products and goods resulting from the processing of agricultural
products originating in the African, Caribbean and Pacific States (ACP
States).

3486 COM(2002)394 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament on the mid-term review of the common agricultural policy.

3489 COM(2002)363 Proposal for a Council Decision relating to the conclusion of an Additional
Protocol adjusting the trade aspects of the Europe Agreement establishing an
association between the European Communities and their Member States, of
the one part, and the Republic of Poland, of the other part, to take account of the
outcome of the negotiations between the parties on new mutual agricultural
concessions.

3490 COM(2002)400 Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Regulation on smoke
flavourings used or intended for use in or on foods.

3491 COM(2002)399 Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council
on the mobilisation of the flexibility instrument according to point 24 of the
Interinstitutional Agreement of 6 May 1999.
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3499 COM(2002)369 Proposal for a Council Regulation on the conclusion of the Agreement in the
form of an Exchange of Letters on the extension of the Protocol setting out the
fishing opportunities and the financial contribution provided for by the
Agreement between the European Economic Community and the Government of
 the Republic of Angola on fishing off the coast of Angola for the period from 3
May to 2 August 2002.

3500 COM(2002)368 Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement in the form
 of an Exchange of Letters on the extension of the Protocol setting out the
fishing opportunities and the financial contribution provided for by the
Agreement between the European Economic Community and the Government of
 the Republic of Angola on fishing off the coast of Angola for the period from 3
May to 2 August 2002.

3506 COM(2002)356 Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down certain control measures
applicable to fishing activities in the area covered by the Convention on the
conservation of Antarctic marine living resources and repealing Regulations
(EEC) No 3943/90, (EC) No 66/98 and (EC) No 1721/1999.

3520 COM(2002)375 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Directive 94/35/EC on sweeteners for use in foodstuffs

3521 COM(2002)349 Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament
and the Economic and Social Committee:- Towards a thematic strategy on the
sustainable use of pesticides.

3524 COM(2002)398 Proposal for a Council Regulation on the conclusion of the Protocol setting out,
 for the period from 1 June 2002 to 31 May 2005, the fishing opportunities and
the financial contribution provided for by the Agreement between the European
Economic Community and the Government of the Democratic Republic of São
Tomé and Príncipe on fishing off the coast of São Tomé and Príncipe.
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3528 COM(2002)397 Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement in the form
 of an Exchange of Letters concerning the provisional application of the
Protocol setting out, for the period from 1 June 2002 to 31 May 2005, the fishing
 opportunities and the financial contribution provided for by the Agreement
between the European Economic Community and the Government of the
Democratic Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe on fishing off the coast of São
Tomé and Príncipe.

3550 COM(2002)407 Report from the Commission: Implementation of Council Directive 91/676/EEC
concerning the protection of waters against pollution caused by nitrates from
agricultural sources – Synthesis from year 2000 Member States reports.

3566 SEC(2002)789 Commission working document containing a report on milk quotas.
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Social Justice

3342 COM(2002)247 Communication from the Commission concerning “A Project for the European
Union”.
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Transport and the Environment Committee

3300 COM(2002)205 Fifth report from the Commission to the Council on the situation in world
shipbuilding.

3308 COM(2002)195 Proposal for a Council Decision amending Decision 2001/76/EC in respect of
export credits for ships.

3312 Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the Member States, in the interest
of the European Community, to sign, ratify or accede to the International
Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage, 2001 (the
Bunkers Convention).

3313 PE-CONS3615/02 Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of the
level of pollutant emissions from two and three-wheel motor vehicles and
amending Directive 97/24/EC.

3317 COM(2002)241 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251 ( 2 ), third subparagraph,
point ( c ) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the
Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a Regulation of the
European Parliament and of the Council on establishing common rules in the
field of civil aviation and creating a European Aviation Safety Agency.

3322 Council Regulation on the issue of visas at the border, including the issue of
such visas to seamen in transit.

3327 PE-CONS 3615/02 Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of the
level of pollutant emissions from two and three-wheel motor vehicles and
amending Directive 97/24/EC

3335 COM(2002)203 Report from the Commission – Fourth report on the implementation of Council
Regulation No.3577/92 applying the principle of freedom to provide services to
maritime cabotage (1999-2000).

3336 SEC(2002)462 Report from the Commission – XXXIst Report on Competition Policy 2001.
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3347 COM(2002)266 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251 ( 2 ), third subparagraph,
point ( c ) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the
Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a Recommendation of
the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the implementation of
integrated coastal zone management in Europe.

3360 COM(2002)186 Communication from the Commission setting out a Community Action Plan to
integrate environmental protection requirements into the Common Fisheries
Policy.

3389 COM(2002)292 Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature by the European Community
to the Protocol of accession of the European Community to the European
Organisation for the Safety of Air Navigation (EUROCONTROL) and its
provisional application.

3413 COM(2002)244 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Council Directives 72/166/EEC, 84/5/EEC, 88/357/EEC, 90/232/EEC
 and Directive 2000/26/EC on insurance against civil liability in respect of the
use of motor vehicles.

3426 COM(2002)287 Report from the Commission on the results reached for the period 1996-2000
by the implementation of Commission Recommendation 98/480/EC of 22 July
1998, concerning good environmental practise for household laundry
detergents.

3427 SEC(2002)381 Recommendation from the Commission to the Council in order to authorise the
Commission to open and conduct negotiations with the International Civil
Aviation Organisation (ICAO) on the conditions and arrangements for
accession by the European Community.

Recommendation from the Commission to the Council in order to authorise the
Commission to open and conduct negotiations with the International Maritime
Organisation (IMO) on the conditions and arrangements for accession by the
European Community.

3436 COM(2002)318 Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the
Council relating to fertilizers.
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3441 COM(2002)306 JRC Annual Report 2001.
3446 COM(2002)312 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2), third subparagraph,

point (c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament's amendments to the
Council's common position regarding the proposal for a Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council establishing a Community monitoring,
control and information system for maritime traffic and repealing Directive
93/75/EEC, amending the proposal of the Commission pursuant to Article
250(2) of the EC Treaty.

3462 COM(2002)351 Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the
Council amending Council Directive 92/6/EEC on the installation and use of
speed limitation devices for certain categories of motor vehicles in the
Community

3463 COM(2002)313 Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the
Council on the establishment of a fund for the compensation of oil poluution
damage in European Waters and related measures

3475 COM(2002)357 Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Directive 96/49/EC as
regards the time-limits within which pressure drums, cylinder racks and tanks
for the transport of dangerous goods by rail must comply with it.

3476 COM(2002)361 Proposal for a Council Decision establishing, pursuant to Directive
2001/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council, the summary
notification information format for notifications concerning the deliberate
release into the environment of genetically modified organisms for purposes
other than for placing on the market.

3477 COM(2002)359 Proposal for a Council Decision establishing guidance notes supplementing
Annex VII to Directive 2001/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council on the deliberate release into the environment of genetically modified
organisms and repealing Council Directive 90/220/EEC.
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3478 COM(2002)362 Proposal for a Council Decision establishing, pursuant to Directive
2001/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council, the summary
information format relating to the placing on the market of genetically modified
organisms as or in products.

3487 COM(2002)334 Opinion of the Commission on the European Parliament's amendments to the
Council's common position regarding the proposal for a Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council amending for the twenty-fourth time
Council Directive 76/769/EEC relating to restrictions on the marketing and use
of certain dangerous substances and preparations (pentabromodiphenyl ether).

3488 COM(2002)374 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2), third subparagraph,
point (c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament's amendments to the
Council's common position regarding the proposal for a Regulation of the
European Parliament and of the Council establishing a European Maritime
Safety Agency amending the proposal of the Commission pursuant to Article
250(2) of the EC Treaty.

3492 COM(2002)321 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament: Final report on the the Green Paper "Towards a European strategy
for the security of energy supply".

3502 COM(2002)344 Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the
Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions -
Trans-European networks 2000 annual report.

3503 COM(2002)320 Communication from the Commission on insurance in the air transport sector
following the terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001 in the United States.

3504 COM(2002)358 Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Directive 94/55/EC as
regards the time-limits within which pressure drums, cylinder racks and tanks
for the transport of dangerous goods by road must comply with it.

3516 SEC(2002)732 Commission Staff working paper - Annexes to the TEN Annual Report for the
Year 2000
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3521 COM(2002)349 Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament
and the Economic and Social Committee:- Towards a thematic strategy on the
sustainable use of pesticides.

3526 COM(2002)404 Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council
concerning monitoring of forests and environmental interactions in the
Community (Forest Focus).

3527 COM(2002)396 Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
 prohibition of organotin compounds on ships.

3550 COM(2002)407 Report from the Commission: Implementation of Council Directive 91/676/EEC
concerning the protection of waters against pollution caused by nitrates from
agricultural sources – Synthesis from year 2000 Member States reports.
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CONVENER’S REPORT

1. Letter received from the Minister for Environment and Rural Affairs regarding the EC’s Scientific
Council’s report on animal welfare during sea transit. The Convener has received a letter (Annex
A) from the Minister for Environment and Rural Affairs following a request for further
information. Members will recall that as part of its follow-up they had written to the Executive to
ask whether it was/is involved in the consultation process, directly, via Whitehall etc., and ask its
views on the concerns raised by Maureen Macmillan MSP, including the steps it is taking to
address the issue. Parliamentary officials have considered the Executive’s response and make the
following observations for the benefit of Committee members:

� In its letter to the Minister, the Committee had asked to be provided with information on the
Executive’s position in relation to the recommendations of the Scientific Committee. This has
been provided and should be welcomed.

� The Committee also asked for an update on the timetable for the publication of the proposed
Directive and a copy of any draft text in the possession of the Executive.  The Committee did
not receive any of these as it would appear the Scottish Executive await them too.  The
Committee may wish to instruct the Clerk to ask whether the Executive has any new
information on the likely timetable to be followed by the Commission.

� The Committee also asked for some information on the extent to which the European
Commission had consulted with Scottish Executive, or vice versa. From the answer provided
by the Executive, it would appear that the European Commission has not consulted directly
with the Executive. As the Committee had explained in its letter, the reason for asking
whether the Commission had consulted with the Executive was to discover the extent, if any,
to which the Commission has been carrying out any pre-legislative consultation (i.e. prior to
the publication by the Commission of its draft proposal) with the Scottish Executive or with
trade groups in Scotland on this proposal. This may be something the Committee wishes to
note as part of its ongoing inquiry into reform of the EU and its institutions.

� With regard to the issue of whether the Executive liases directly with the Commission, it
would seem from the Executive’s letter that all contacts are being made via UKRep rather
than direct to Commission officials by Executive officials. This may be something the
Committee wishes to note and which the Committee’s reporters on Scotland’s
Representation in Brussels may wish to reflect upon.

� In the Executive’s letter, the Committee is not given any details as to whether Scottish
officials will attend Council working groups.  One question that arises is the use of the phrase,
"there will be an opportunity to...." which may mean either that the case will be put by
Scottish Executive officials or by DEFRA officials. The Committee may want to ask for
further details on this point.

� Members may also wish to note that according to early intelligence from the Council
Secretariat, it is likely that the dossier on transport of live animals at sea will (probably) be the
subject of an open debate during the Agriculture and Fisheries Council of the 23-24
September and a political agreement/conclusion at the same Council formation on 16-19
December. It may be worthwhile asking the Scottish Executive exactly how they intend to
make representations in the Council and in any preparatory working meetings.  The
Committee may want to ask for further details on this point.
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The Convener now recommends that:

The Committee notes the contents of the letter, thanks the Executive for its
response and agrees to send a copy of the letter and this briefing note to
Maureen Macmillan MSP and Neil MacCormick MEP who brought the matter
to the Committee’s attention. Furthermore, the Committee also agrees to
instruct the Clerk to make the above points to officials in the Executive and to
ask for a response to the issues raised.

2. Correspondence with the Scottish Executive’s Environment and Rural Affairs Department
regarding the decommissioning of fishing vessels. The Committee has been in dialogue with
SEERAD over a number of months on this issue (see Annex B). The Convener now recommends
that:

The Committee considers the correspondence and decides whether the
information provided is sufficient and completes its enquiries, or whether
further investigations are required.

3. Invitation from the House of Lords’ Select Committee on the European Union (Sub-Committee F)
on proposals to amend the Europol Convention. The European Committee has been contacted by
this committee in the House of Lords seeking views for its inquiry into the proposals to amend the
Europol Convention. The proposals to amend the Europol Convention include provision to
improve parliamentary control over the operation of Europol. This is one of the areas of focus in
the Lords' inquiry.

In the opinion of some observers, parliamentary control over Europol has been found wanting for
some time and is still believed to be insufficient, although the Treaty of Amsterdam gave a small
role to the European Parliament (EP). The proposals on which the House of Lords is seeking the
Committee's views provide for a further enhanced role for the EP.  This new role for the EP
would involve the national parliaments insofar as the establishment of a joint Committee
consisting of Members of the Member States' and European Parliament Committees responsible
for police matters is envisaged.

The question for the Committee, therefore, is whether in the light of the fact that Scotland
has its own police forces which are potentially taking part in the activities of Europol, this
warrants the Scottish Parliament making representation for a MSP to sit on that joint
Committee.

It would appear that until recently the activities of Europol (essentially procession of information)
have been largely confined to areas which are reserved (under Head B of Part II of Schedule 5),
namely drugs trafficking, terrorism, money laundering, trade in human beings, illegal immigrant
smuggling, trafficking in nuclear and radioactive substances and for which parliamentary control
is therefore the responsibility of Westminster.  From January 2002, this list has been broadened to
many other forms of crime. Yet the tasks performed remain the same.

The Convener recommends that the Committee ask the Executive what is the
nature and extent of their involvement with Europol activities and whether it
has any intention of recommending that a Scottish MSP sit on the proposed
joint Committee as described above.  Furthermore, the Committee tasks the
Clerk to write to the Clerk of Sub-Committee F advising him of our
deliberations and actions.

Irene Oldfather MSP
Convener

3 September 2002
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ANNEX A

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE ON THE EC’s SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL’S
REPORT ON ANIMAL WELFARE DURING SEA TRANSIT

Thank you for your letter of 20 June regarding animal welfare during sea transport.

I am fully aware of the serious implications that the recommendations in the EC’s Scientific
Committee on Animal Health and Animal Welfare (SCAHAW) report would have for the
livestock industry in the Scottish Islands and other remote areas of Scotland, if these
recommendations were adopted.  I am awaiting the Commission bringing forward its own
detailed proposals regarding amendments to the existing Regulations on the welfare of
animals during transport.

My officials have been in contact with the Executive Office in Brussels, and DEFRA
officials, to ensure (via UKREP) that the Commission is made aware of the specific problems
which a blanket implementation of the Committee's recommendations could have on remote
areas in Scotland.

Any Commission proposals will be discussed and fully considered at a Council Working
Group where there will be an opportunity to present a robust case against any
recommendations that would put Scottish interests at a disadvantage.
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ANNEX B

CORRESPONDENCE WITH SEERAD ON DECOMMISSIONING SCHEMES

Background and recommendation

1 Members will recall a series of letters with the Executive in the issue of
decommissioning. This started with a letter to the Minister (27 March) about
allegations of re-use of decommissioning vessels (Appendix A). The Minister replied
in April (Appendix B). John Home Robertson MSP then raised the issue of under 10m
vessels and the Clerk wrote to the Executive for clarification (Appendix C) and an
official from the Executive replied accordingly (Appendix D).

2 The recommendation for the Committee is that it considers the correspondence
and decides whether the information provided is sufficient and completes its
enquiries, or whether further investigations are required.
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Appendix A

Letter from Irene Oldfather to the Minister (27 March 2002)

During the Committee's visit to Brussels on the 4-6 March 2002, we met with Scottish MEP's
including Struan Stevenson MEP. He brought to the Committee's attention the allegation that
decommissioned fishing vessels were being sold second hand and going back out to sea.

It has also been brought to my attention that there was a front page story in the Fishing
News of 8 February 2002 titled "Interest Rises in Second hand Boats", that also states that
skippers that have accepted decommissioning have already bought one of the numerous
second hand boats available.

Following the visit, Ben Wallace MSP, a member of the European Committee, submitted the
following written question as a result:

S1W-23781 Ben Wallace: To ask the Scottish Executive what measures it has in place to
monitor the decommissioning programme for fishing vessels.

I would be very grateful if you could clarify the line on decommissioning in light of the
allegations detailed above and update the Committee on the current position, given the
Committee’s interest in measures to reform the Common Fisheries Policy.
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Appendix B

Reply by the Minister (10 April 2002)

Thank you for your letter of 27 March about allegations regarding the re-use of
decommissioned fishing vessels and related matters.

We are aware of rumours about the re-sale of decommissioned vessels, but have found no
evidence of such practices.  It is possible that some of the concerns are based on the fact that
some vessel owners whose decommissioning grant bids were accepted have explored the
second hand market for vessels and have subsequently decided to pursue sale as an
alternative to decommissioning their vessel.  They are of course free to do so and we have
provided for this situation by creating a reserve list from which anyone declining a grant offer
can be replaced.

Our decommissioning arrangements include measures to help ensure that vessels for which
decommissioning grant is paid are in fact disposed of (normally scrapped) as set out in the
scheme rules and grant applications.  The physical process of decommissioning is required to
be verified by officers authorised under the scheme.  Inspections are undertaken and
documented, and include photographic evidence of the destruction of the vessel involved.
This includes in co-operation with the authorities in other countries (for example in
Denmark) if decommissioning is taking place outwith the UK.  If we were to find evidence of
scheme rules having been breached in the way suggested, then there are provisions both for
the recovery of decommissioning grant and, indeed, criminal proceedings if appropriate.

You noted concerns about whether vessel owners may reinvest their decommissioning grant
in a replacement vessel.  The concern about that presumably relates to the perceived potential
to undermine the effects of the decommissioning scheme.  I suggest, however, that fails to
take account of the closed nature of the licensing system for fishing vessels that operates in
the UK.  In summary, the number of licences available is limited: no new licences are
created.  Those who have accepted decommissioning grant have to surrender their existing
licence.  Anyone who has decommissioned a vessel and wishes to introduce a new or
replacement vessel into the fleet therefore needs to purchase another existing licence of the
appropriate type and carrying the appropriate level of capacity, or perhaps several licences to
aggregate together, to licence the new vessel.  The new licence would, moreover, be subject
to the application of the relevant transaction penalty - currently up to 30% of the capacity
involved.  Therefore, the number of licences and the licensed capacity within the system not
only cannot increase, but may fall further as a result of the introduction of new or
replacement vessels following decommissioning.

You also asked about progress with the scheme.  As at 2 April, the owners of 99 vessels are
subject to decommissioning grant offers.  Eighty two of these have had their plans for
decommissioning approved; and 27 of these have completed the decommissioning process.
The deadline currently in force for owners to complete decommissioning and claim their
grant is 30th April.  We are reviewing that in light of progress on decommissioning and will
announce shortly plans to extend the scheme to permit completion of the process and take-up
of the resources the Executive has made available for  the scheme.
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Appendix C

Letter from the Clerk to SEERAD (25 April 2002)

The parliament’s European Committee wrote recently to the Minister on the issue of the
decommissioning programme and allegations of decommissioned fishing vessels being sold
second hand and going back out to sea.

The Committee was pleased with the comprehensive and timely response from the Minister.
However, they did ask me as their clerk to clarify one particular aspect of the Minister’s
response.

Specifically, I would be grateful if you could provide further information on the comments
made by one Member of the Committee that the allegations or rumours could be to do with
vessels under 10m, which in his view were not covered by the licensing scheme or which
may be subject to a less restrictive scheme.

I would be very grateful for advice on this subject.  My intention would then be to brief the
committee accordingly.  If this then meant that the advice from SEERAD needed to come in
the form of a letter from the Minister to the Convener that that would be a very acceptable
alternative.
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Appendix D

Extract from the reply from SEERAD (2 May 2002)

Under 10 metre fishing vessels are subject to closed licensing arrangements in a similar
fashion to over 10 metre vessels (albeit that related control arrangements, including the
licence transaction penalty arrangements, that apply to under 10 metre vessels differ). Indeed,
we differentiate for licensing purposes between 8-10 metre vessels and under 8 metre vessels:
it is not permitted to aggregate licences from vessels under 8 metres to cover an 8-10 metre
vessel. So, in effect, both the number of licences for under 10 metre vessels and the number
of licences for 8-10 metre vessels are restricted. Anyone wishing to ‘trade down’ from an
over 10 metre decommissioned vessel to an under 10 metre vessel would need to acquire an
existing under 10 metre licence, so there could be no potential capacity increase in the 10
metre fleet.

It is fair to say that the regulatory arrangements that apply to under 10 metre vessels are less
arduous, generally, that those applying to larger vessels. Of course under 10 metre vessels
catch, generally, a very small proportion of quota stocks. The one area where there has been
an issue is nephrops – which is largely why we have differentiated in the way we have
between 8-10 metre and smaller vessels. There are also in place monthly catch limits for
nephrops for under 10 metre vessels.

We are not aware of a particular emerging issue about the possible re-investment of
decommissioning grant in the under 10 metre vessels.
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