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EUROPEAN COMMITTEE

AGENDA

9th Meeting, 2001 (Session 1)

Tuesday 11 September 2001

The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in Committee Room 2.

1. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
establishing a general framework for informing and consulting employees in the
European Community: The Committee will discuss the outline of a draft report on this
proposal and the likely timetable for adoption of the Directive.

2. Reform of the Common Fisheries Policy: The Committee will discuss the response of
the Scottish Executive to the Committee’s 3rd Report, 2001.

3. Implementation and transposition of the EC Water Framework Directive in
Scotland: The Committee will discuss the means of monitoring plans and progress.

4. Petitions: The Committee will consider the following Petitions—

Petition 246 calling for the Scottish Parliament to request Scottish Natural
Heritage, the Scottish Executive and the Scottish Minister as appropriate, not to
proceed with the designation of the South-East Islay Skerries Special Area of
Conservation.
Petition 365 by Mr Iain MacSween on behalf of the Scottish Fishermen’s
Organisation Limited, calling for the Scottish Parliament to review Fixed Quota
Allocations which incorporate the track records of fishing vessels with a view to
ascertaining with whom the property rights to Scotland’s fish stocks lie, and take
appropriate action to ensure that the fish stocks that are currently under the
jurisdiction of the Scottish Parliament are not sold to owners whose main place
of business is outwith the UK.
Petition 369 by Mr Brian J Rostron, on behalf of Confederation of UK Coal
Producers, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to
take steps to guarantee: (a) that exploitable coal deposits are accorded positive
policies within development plans; (b) that opencast coal development is
considered within the planning system like any other development proposal; (c)
that the strategic need for coal is recognised in the determination of opencast
coal applications, and (d) that energy, from a Scottish employment business and
economic perspective, is recognised as an important consideration in
government development planning and guidance.
Petition 372 by Mr Robert Epps, on behalf of a group of farmers and crofters
from the islands of Islay and Jura, calling for the Scottish Parliament to ensure
that a revised Less Favoured Area Support Scheme be introduced by 2002,
giving priority to those farming in the most severely disadvantaged areas of
Scotland.

5. Remit of the Committee (external affairs): The Convener will provide an update on the
proposals for changes to Standing Orders.

6. Convener’s Report: The Convener will update the Committee on the—
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Progress of a draft Committee report into the preparation for, and policy
implications of, the single currency in Scotland: a contribution to the Euro debate
from a Scottish perspective
Response of the Scottish Executive to the request for the establishment of a
procedure for pre- and post-European Council and pre- and post-Council of the
EU notification and reporting to the European Committee

7. Scrutiny of EC/EU documents. The Committee will—

Carry out the scrutiny of documents received for this meeting
Discuss the contents of the response from the Scottish Executive regarding the
Committee’s scrutiny of the proposed Directive on waste electrical and electronic
equipment
Discuss drafts of the proposed 4th and 5th Reports, 2001, detailing the scrutiny of
EC/EU documents covering 26 January 2000 to 12 December 2000 and 16 January
2001 to 19 June 2001 respectively.

Stephen Imrie
Clerk to the Committee

Tel: 0131 348 5234

***********************
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The following papers are attached for this meeting:

Agenda Item 1

Draft outline and issues for a report into the proposal for a Directive of the European
Parliament and of the Council establishing a general framework for informing and
consulting employees in the European Community

Agenda Item 2

Scottish Executive response to the Third Report 2001 of the European Committee
entitled, "Reforming The Common Fisheries Policy : A Blueprint For Negotiations"

Agenda Item 3

There is no paper for this Item

Agenda Item 4

Briefing paper - “Petitions being discussed at meeting of 11 September 2001”

Copy of the letter from Ross Finnie MSP, dated 8 August 2001, on Petition 246 (hard
copy only)

Copies of petitions 246, 365, 369 and 372

Agenda Item 5

Briefing paper – Update on proposals for possible changes to Standing Orders
(European Committee Remit and External Affairs)
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Convener’s report, including

- Private Paper: draft Committee report into the preparation for, and
policy implications of, the single currency in Scotland: a contribution
to the Euro debate from a Scottish perspective

- Copy of letter from the First Minister, dated 6 August 2001, on
notification and reporting on EU meetings (hard copy only)

Agenda Item 7

Sift recommendation note

Correspondence report

Private Paper: Legal Notes 

Letter from the Scottish Executive regarding the Committee’s scrutiny of the
proposed Directive on waste electrical and electronic equipment (hard copy only)
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BRIEFING PAPER

“Draft outline and issues for a report into the proposal for a Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council establishing a general framework for

informing and consulting employees in the European Community”

Background

1. During the spring/summer of 2001, the Committee was engaged in monitoring
the progress of the following EC initiative:

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
establishing a general framework for informing and consulting employees
in the European Community

2. The original intention was for the Committee to produce a short report setting
out its views during the early part of summer 2001. This timeframe, however,
coincided with both the general election in the UK and the subsequent
agreement of a Common Position reached in the Employment and Social Affairs
Council of the 11 June1. Consequently, the Committee agreed to consult with a
number of bodies2 with respect to their views on the Common Position agreed,
with a view to publishing a short report in advance of the 2nd Reading in the
European Parliament3.

3. This briefing paper forms a draft of the suggested outline of the report from the
Committee. Members are invited to comment on the issues raised and the
questions posed, suggest any amendments and then endorse the
(revised) contents and instruct the Clerk to produce and bring forward for
publication a fully developed Committee Report based on this outline and
comments/amendments suggested. In view of the timetable for discussion
within the European Parliament, it may not be advisable that a revised report
following the meeting of the 11 September be tabled for further discussion, and
that the Clerk should be instructed to arrange printing.

                                                
1 European Council Press Release, 11 June 2001, 9397/01 (Presse 225).
2 Invitations to submit evidence were sent to the STUC, other trades unions in Scotland, the CBI (Scotland) and
the Federation of Small Business.
3 Information received by the Clerk to the European Committee indicates that the Common Position will be
received by the European Parliament on the 3 September, which would mean a 2nd reading within 3 months of
this date.
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History to developments to date

4. The Commission as far back as 1998 first introduced the proposed Directive on
informing and consulting employees4. Its background lies in the closure of a
factory in Belgium, where the company did not inform or negotiate with the
employees’ representatives. However, since the date of its original introduction
it had not been possible to secure a majority within the European Council of
Ministers to enable the proposal to proceed. The overall employment strategy,
known as the Luxembourg process, is based on the concepts of anticipation,
prevention and employability.

5. Several incidents during the spring of 2001, such as the closure of Marks and
Spencer’s in most of Europe and cutbacks made by Danone, have, according to
some, further highlighted the need for this Directive and pushed the Council
towards agreement on a Common Position (see below).

6. The proposed Directive in essence specifies minimum levels of information to
and consultation with employees that Member States should apply. The main
aim is to create a dialogue between employers and employees/workers to ease
the social consequences of restructuring companies or organisations.

Basis of the Common Position5

7. Some of the early issues causing difficulties within the Council related to the
scope and extent of the proposed Directive in terms of the size of company
affected, sanctions to be used, the timetable for implementation as well as the
specific means by which employees would be informed and consulted.

8. The basis of the Common Position agreed to is as follows. During their meeting
of the 11 June 2001, the Council reached a political agreement on the proposed
Directive establishing a general framework in the European Community for
informing and consulting employees with a view to its formal adoption following
legal and linguistic finalisation of the text. The proposal as set out then aims at
establishing minimum requirements for the information and consultation of
employees in undertakings and establishments operating within a single
Member State. The Directive is also intended to complement the two existing
Directives containing provisions on information and consultation in the specific
situations of collective redundancies and of transfers of undertakings, as well as
the so-called European Works Council Directive which applies to undertakings
with more than 1,000 employees operating in two or more Member States.
Further details on current/proposed legislation in this field are set out in Annex
A.

9. At its meeting, the Council was able to come to an agreement based on the
then Presidency’s compromise proposal with an addition concerning the

                                                
4 COM(98)612
5 Full text not yet available as of 28 August 2001
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transposition period. Member States in which there is at the date of adoption of
the Directive no general, permanent and statutory system of information and
consultation of employees nor employee representation at the work place, will
have, in addition to the normal transposition period of three years, a further total
of four years to adapt to the provisions of the Directive concerning the threshold
number of employees for the information and consultation requirement. In the
first two years of the additional period, they may limit the application of these
provisions to undertakings employing at least 150 employees or establishments
employing at least 100 employees. In the subsequent two years, the threshold
must be further narrowed to undertakings with at least 100 employees or
establishments with at least 50 employees. The UK and Ireland were reported
to be two of the Member States in this position.

10. The draft Directive applies, according to the choice made by the individual
Member States:

� to undertakings employing at least 50 employees in one Member State,
or

� to establishments employing at least 20 employees in one Member
State.

11. Undertakings are defined as public or private undertakings carrying out an
economic activity. Establishments mean a unit of business or other part of an
undertaking where an economic activity is carried out. The manner in which
number of employees is calculated can be defined in accordance with national
law and practice.

12. The right to information and consultation covers:

� information on the recent and probable development of the
undertaking's or the establishment's activities and its economic and
financial situation;

� information and consultation on the situation, structure and probable
development of employment within the undertaking and on any
anticipatory measures envisaged, in particular where there is a threat
to employment;

� information and consultation on decisions likely to lead to substantial
changes in work organisation or in contractual relations.

13. Furthermore, the proposed Common Position is thought to state that information
should be given at such time, in such fashion and with such content as are
appropriate to enable employees' representatives to conduct an adequate study
and, where necessary, prepare for consultation.

14. The agreement reached also notes that Consultation shall take place:

� while ensuring that the timing, method and content are appropriate;
� at the relevant level of management and representation;
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� on the basis of relevant information to be supplied by the employer and
the opinion which the employees' representatives are entitled to
formulate;

� in such a way as to enable employees' representatives to meet with the
employer and obtain a reasoned response, e.g. to any opinion they
might formulate;

� with a view to reaching an agreement on decisions within the scope of
the employer's powers.

15. The practical arrangements for information and consultation are to be
defined and implemented in accordance with national law and practice.
Member States can also entrust management and labour with defining freely
through negotiated agreement these arrangements.

16. The draft Directive also provides for the handling of confidential information
passed on by the employers to the employees' representatives.

17. In the agreement reached, Member States will have to provide for appropriate
measures and sanctions in the event of non-compliance by the employer or the
employees' representatives with the provisions of the Directive, in order to
ensure that adequate administrative or judicial procedures are available to
enable the obligations deriving from the Directive to be enforced. Member
States should also provide for adequate penalties to be applicable in case of
infringement of the Directive. These penalties must be effective, proportionate
and dissuasive.

Common position: key issues

18. Whilst the Committee may choose to take a general view that it supports the
main principles enshrined in the Common Position and thus welcome the moves
towards its adoption, nevertheless there may be certain aspects on which it may
wish to comment further. In doing so, the Committee may agree to the following
as key recipients of its eventual report:

� Other Members of the Scottish Parliament
� The Scottish Executive
� Scotland’s MEPs
� Other key MEPs including: Fiorella Ghilardotti (PES, I) as the

rapporteur in the EP’s Employment and Social Affairs Committee;
Michel Rocard (PPE, F) as Chair of the EP’s Employment and Social
Affairs Committee; UK members Jill Evans (Plaid Cymru) and Liz
Lynne (Liberal Democrat); and, James Provan as EP Vice President
with particular responsibility for any eventual conciliation on the
legislative proposal

� Representatives of the Belgian Presidency of the EU
� STUC, other Trades Unions and employer bodies

Extension of implementation timetable in the UK
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19. The basis of the Common Position agreed offers the UK and Ireland additional
time for implementation since there is believed to be no general, permanent and
statutory system of information and consultation of employees nor employee
representation at the work place within these states.

20. Most of the submissions received by the Committee were not in favour of this
additional extension for the UK. A commonly reported view was that progress
should be made on the introduction of such rights in as short a timetable as
possible6. The view of the FSB, however, is for “breathing space”.

Question: Does the Committee have a view as to whether the additional
time for implementation should be made available in the UK?

Scope and extent of business involved

21. The basis of the Common Position adopted currently enables the UK, for the
first two years of the additional period for implementation, to limit the application
of the provisions to undertakings employing at least 150 employees or
establishments employing at least 100 employees. In the subsequent two years,
the threshold must be further narrowed to undertakings with at least 100
employees or establishments with at least 50 employees.

22. The view of the T&G (Scotland) is that this is not acceptable. They express a
preference for a move beyond the current position, particularly as regards the
exclusion of businesses having less than 50 workers. They note that the current
provisions would effectively exempt 97% of undertakings in the EU and that
would mean the legislation would affect only 46.7% of workers. The STUC,
however, whilst supporting this general thrust, state that they would not make
the issue of lowering the 50-worker threshold an obstacle for eventual adoption.
The view of the FSB on the other hand, is that they would like to see capacity to
exempt businesses employing up to 250 workers, thus focusing the Directive on
larger businesses and leaving SMEs subject to pre-existing UK legislation.

23. A further point made by UNISON was that there should be no derogation for
seafarers. They also question some of the definitions used, for example, the
terms “economic activity”, which may exclude the public sector, “employee
representatives”, which may include people beyond trades union
representatives, and “undertaking”, which they would they would like to see
amended to “undertaking or groups of undertakings” to prevent companies
restructuring to avoid the provisions of the directive.

Questions: is the Committee content with the current scope or would it
prefer to endorse the view of most unions that attempts should be made
to reduce the threshold, but not to the exclusion of a failure to adopt?
Alternatively, does the Committee agree that the threshold is set too low?
Second, does the Committee agree that seafarers should be brought into
the fold of industries covered by the provisions?  Third, does the

                                                
6 Submissions of evidence (unpublished): T&G (Scotland), the STUC, MSF and UNISON
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Committee have views on the amendments to the technical definitions
raised by UNISON?

Means of implementation in the UK

24. Most of the organisations consulted expressed a very strong view that, subject
to the general provisions in the Common Position, any national regulation within
the UK should not necessarily replicate common practice in other member
states, but ensure a UK-centred approach that takes into account labour
relations and practices in the UK7.

Question: does the Committee agree that any detailed plans for
implementation within the UK should take into account the national culture
and practices of labour relations, but with perhaps a view towards
developing improvements?

Access to confidential information

25. The current provisions in the proposed Directive enable the facility of restricting
some information to employee representatives and their experts, and the option
of not revealing some information at all. The view of some unions, for example,
UNISON, is that over-reliance on this provision would render the Directive
ineffective. They agree that there are circumstances whereby information might
have to provided on a confidential basis only. However, they were concerned
about the variety of “conditions and limits laid down by national legislation”
which would apply in the UK; possibly including Treasury guidelines, regulations
on PFI contracts from the Department of Health and DLTR, stock exchange
rules and possibly others. They call for these limitations to be examined further.

Question: Does the Committee support the view for an examination of
the circumstances that would be acceptable for non-disclosure on the
grounds of confidentiality?  Second, does the Committee endorse a
principle of minimisation of limitations?

Activities/recommendations for the Scottish Executive

26. In addition to the above, there may be activities that the Committee might wish
to recommend particularly to the Scottish Executive as aspects which would
improve the situation with regards informing and consulting of employees.

27. The STUC noted that if the Directive is agreed and implemented, there will be a
need for prompt and well-resourced support for worker’s representatives to
develop the necessary skills to use the new rights effectively and constructively.
Second, they note that it is open to the Scottish Executive to be proactive in its
dealings with organisations and companies which it funds, and in its dealings
with inward investors, in promoting good practice, even in advance of European
and UK legislation. They therefore call for the Executive to place conditions on

                                                
7 For example, submission of evidence (unpublished) from the Amalgamated Engineering and Electrical Union
(AEEU).
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company good practice in relation to any funding provided by itself or its
agencies, and for resources to be offered to companies and workers for training
in the new rights.

Question: Does the Committee support these two recommendations to
the Scottish Executive?

Action for the Committee

28. The Committee is invited to comment on the above material and to amend
where necessary. The Committee is invited to instruct the Clerk to bring forward
a revised, full report based on the discussions and decisions during the
meeting, with a view to early publication. The Committee is invited to note the
relatively short timetable for publication if it is their intention to publish prior to
second reading in the EP. It is suggested that a short report on the basis of
the discussion on the above options for recommendations should be
produced and printed without the need for further discussion in the
Committee, or to clear a draft through correspondence. The Committee is
invited to agree to this approach.

Stephen Imrie
Clerk to the European Committee

28 August 2001
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ANNEX A

Current and proposed legislation

1. The section below sets out an overview of the legislation current on the statute
book in related areas. It is provided here to provide some clarity, as there is a
great deal on confusion as to whether the proposed Directive on informing and
consultation is in fact a duplication of current provisions. The real innovation
from the current legislative framework is that it constitutes a significant
departure from the sectoral/ad hoc approach adopted so far.

2. As noted by the Transport and General Workers Union (Scotland) in their
submission to the Committee8, UK workers do indeed enjoy some legal rights to
information and consultation, when issues are related to:

� Legislation on TUPE
� Collective redundancies
� Information on collective bargaining
� European Works Councils
� Health and safety

3. However, as noted by the Union, the fact remains that within the EU only the UK
and Ireland take a voluntary approach concerning the general right to be
informed and consulted. In its view, employers frequently flout even the limited
rights that UK workers do have.

4. Needless to say, this view expressed by the T&G Scotland is not shared by the
two main employer bodies consulted – CBI (Scotland) and the Federation of
Small Business – both of whom told the Committee that there is adequate
legislation to ensure worker consultation when necessary9.

Proposals awaiting adoption10

Commission Proposal, COM (1989) 268 final [589PC0268(02)]: proposal for a
Council directive complementing the statute for a European company with
regard to the involvement of employees in the European company /*
COM/89/0268 final - SYN 219 */

Commission Proposal, COM (1991) 174 final [591PC0174]: amended
proposal for a Council directive complementing the statute for a European
company with regard to the involvement of employees in the European
company /* COM/91/174 final - SYN 219 */

Proposal for a Council Directive establishing a general framework for
informing and consulting employees in the European Community - COM
(1998) 612

                                                
8 Submission of evidence (unpublished), T&G (Scotland).
9 Submission of evidence (unpublished), CBI (Scotland) and the Federation of Small Business.
10 As of July 2001
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Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Council Directive 80/987/EEC on the approximation of the laws of
the Member States relating to the protection of employees in the event of the
insolvency of their employer COM (2000) 832

Legislation adopted

Council Directive 2001/23/EC of 12 March 2001 on the approximation of the
laws of the Member States relating to the safeguarding of employees' rights in
the event of transfers of undertakings, businesses or parts of undertakings or
businesses

This Directive codifies the various amendments made to Council
Directive 77/187/EEC of 14 February 1977 on the approximation of
the laws of the Member States relating to the safeguarding of
employees' rights in the event of transfers of undertakings,
businesses or parts of undertakings or businesses.

Directive 77/187 promoted the harmonisation of the relevant national
laws ensuring the safeguarding of the rights of employees and
requiring transferors and transferees to inform and consult
employees' representatives in good time.

The relevant provisions are contained in CHAPTER III: Information
and consultation.

The transferor and transferee shall be required to inform the
representatives of their respective employees affected by the
transfer of the following:

- the date or proposed date of the transfer,
- the reasons for the transfer,
- the legal, economic and social implications of the transfer for the
employees, 
- any measures envisaged in relation to the employees.

The transferor must give such information to the representatives of
his employees in good time, before the transfer is carried out.

The transferee must give such information to the representatives of
his employees in good time, and in any event before his employees
are directly affected by the transfer as regards their conditions of
work and employment.

Council Directive 98/59/EC of 20 July 1998 on the approximation of the laws
of the Member States relating to collective redundancies

This Directive codifies the various amendments made to Directive
75/129/EEC of 17 February 1975 on the approximation of the laws of
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the Member States relating to collective redundancies so as to
ensure that employers' obligations as regards information,
consultation and notification apply independently of whether the
decision on collective redundancies emanates from the employer or
from an undertaking which controls that employer;

These consultations must at least, cover ways and means of
avoiding collective redundancies or reducing the number of workers
affected, and of mitigating the consequences by recourse to
accompanying social measures aimed, inter alia, at aid for
redeploying or retraining workers made redundant.

Member States may provide that the workers' representatives may
call on the services of experts in accordance with national legislation
and/or practice.

To enable workers' representatives to make constructive proposals,
the employers shall in good time during the course of the
consultations:

(a) supply them with all relevant information; and

(b) in any event notify them in writing of:

(i) the reasons for the projected redundancies;
(ii) the number of categories of workers to be made
redundant;
(iii) the number and categories of workers normally employed;
(iv) the period over which the projected redundancies are to
be effected;
(v) the criteria proposed for the selection of the workers to be
made redundant in so far as national legislation and/or
practice confers the power therefor upon the employer;
(vi) the method for calculating any redundancy payments
other than those arising out of national legislation and/or
practice.

The employer shall forward to the competent public authority a copy
of, at least, the elements of the written communication which are
provided for in the first subparagraph, point (b), subpoints (i) to (v).

The obligations laid down in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 shall apply
irrespective of whether the decision regarding collective
redundancies is being taken by the employer or by an undertaking
controlling the employer.

In considering alleged breaches of the information, consultation and
notification requirements laid down by this Directive, account shall
not be taken of any defence on the part of the employer on the
ground that the necessary information has not been provided to the
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employer by the undertaking which took the decision leading to
collective redundancies.

Council Directive 94/45/EC of 22 September 1994 on the establishment of a
European Works Council or a procedure in Community-scale undertakings
and Community-scale groups of undertakings for the purposes of informing
and consulting employees

Council Directive 97/74/EC of 15 December 1997 extended, to the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Directive
94/45/EC on the establishment of a European Works Council or a
procedure in Community-scale undertakings and Community-scale
groups of undertakings for the purposes of informing and consulting
employees.

Other relevant documents

5. The Community Charter of the Fundamental Social Rights of Workers adopted
on 9 December 1989 ("Social Charter") states, in points 7, 17 and 18 in
particular that: "The completion of the internal market must lead to an
improvement in the living and working conditions of workers in the European
Community. The improvement must cover, where necessary, the development
of certain aspects of employment regulations such as procedures for collective
redundancies and those regarding bankruptcies. Information, consultation and
participation for workers must be developed along appropriate lines, taking
account of the practice in force in the various Member States. Such information,
consultation and participation must be implemented in due time, particularly in
connection with restructuring operations in undertakings or in cases of mergers
having an impact on the employment of workers".

6. The EU Charter of Fundamental Rights: in its Chapter IV “Solidarity” contains an
Article 27 which provides that workers or their representatives must, at the
appropriate levels, be guaranteed information and consultation in good time in
the cases and under the conditions provided for by Community law and national
laws and practices.
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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE RESPONSE TO THE THIRD REPORT 2001 OF THE
EUROPEAN COMMITTEE ENTITLED "REFORMING THE COMMON
FISHERIES POLICY : A BLUEPRINT FOR NEGOTIATIONS"

Introduction

This paper contains the Scottish Executive response to the recommendations and conclusions
made in the European Committee's report on reforming the Common Fisheries Policy.  The
Scottish Executive considers the Committee's report a useful and helpful review of the
current state of the Common Fisheries Policy, and a helpful input into the negotiation process
for the review that will take place between now and the end of December 2002.  The Scottish
Executive further believes that the Committee's recommendations will assist in the
development of the Executive's negotiating position during the review and will help ensure
that Scottish views will be fully considered in the European context.

Preliminary Remarks

The Committee argue that the current situation is untenable, indeed the European
Commission acknowledge that the CFP has failed to meet all its objectives.  The Scottish
Executive, along with the UK government, agree with this view.  The Committee go on to
recommend that the CFP is reformed but not scrapped as they believe that fish stocks need to
be managed on a supra-national basis.  The Executive welcomes the Committee's view that
the termination of the CFP would not be desirable.

The Committee's Conclusions and Recommendations

These are discussed as laid out in the report:

General

The Scottish Executive thanks the Committee for its comprehensive report which
demonstrates the Scottish interest, not restricted simply to the fishing industry, in a successful
outcome of the European Commission's present review of the Common Fisheries Policy.

Regional Management

The Executive agrees with the Committee's proposal that the CFP should be reformed to
provide for the adoption of a decentralised approach towards fisheries management, with the
establishment of zonal management committees which should be inclusive and reflect
subsidiarity.  The Executive notes the Committee's recommendation that after an appropriate
transition period these committees should have delegated decision making powers.  The
Executive envisages that the regional bodies should take an advisory role in the first instance
but that their functions should be kept under review.  The Executive also agrees that the detail
of regional or zonal management needs to be developed further at the earliest opportunity and
intends to participate in and encourage working groups to develop such detail.  Finally, the
Executive accepts the Committee's recommendation of the principle of establishing these
zones on the basis of historic fishing rights.  We take this to mean those Member States with
relative stability share in a given area should be represented on the committees as has been
the case in the Irish Sea, North Sea and West of Scotland cod and hake recovery plans.  The
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development of these plans, which included fishing industry representatives at the negotiating
table, could provide a helpful model for the development of regional advisory groups.

Relative Stability and Access

The Executive fully support the Committee's recommendation that the fundamental principle
of relative stability be retained as well as the retention of the 6 and 12 mile territorial limits
and the Shetland Box.  To this end the UK will present 2 reports commissioned by the
Executive in support of the case for maintaining the Shetland Box to the Commission and we
will seek to do what is possible to ensure that these principles be made a permanent feature of
the Common Fisheries Policy.  The Executive sees the Hague Preference mechanism as an
integral part of the relative stability principle.

Conservation Measures and Management of Stocks

The Executive also agrees with the Committee's view that the protection of stocks is a
paramount consideration and that the precautionary principle should be applied.  To this end
the Executive supports moves towards an ecosystem approach to fisheries management and
the Executive agrees that the long term viability for the industry can only be achieved by the
protection of sustainable fish stocks.  The Executive accepts that the system of total allowable
catches (TACs) will remain the key means of managing fish stocks for the foreseeable future
but supports the recommendation that this system be developed into a regime of multi-annual
TACs wherever possible.  The Executive supports technical conservation measures as part of
the mix for preserving stocks and supports the idea floated by the Commission that technical
measures within the 12 mile territorial limits should be applicable to all fishermen, not just
those of the Member State concerned.

Compliance and Enforcement

The Committee’s report calls for Member States within the newly created zones to consider
increasing the resources available for inspection and enforcement.  The Executive believes
the level of fisheries enforcement resources committed by the UK is proportionate to the level
of our fisheries interests, the extensive coastline and expanse of sea under our jurisdiction.
Resources devoted to fisheries enforcement is a matter for individual Member States,
although all are subject to the same obligations and scrutiny by the Commission as the UK.
The Executive agrees that that there should be a greater transparency of enforcement across
the EC.  Indeed the UK, along with other Member States, has pressed for improvements –
with some success.  The Committee recommends that Member States provide the
Commission with annual verifiable statistics on enforcement.  This is already a requirement
under EU Regulations and the UK and other Member States submit relevant data on an
annual basis.  

The Executive agrees that satellite monitoring has the potential to become a valuable aid to
fisheries enforcement.  The data it provides allows more effective use of our conventional
surveillance methods, although it is not a direct alternative since it does not provide
information about the activity the vessel is undertaking.  Experience of satellite surveillance
by all Member States has highlighted a number of shortcomings and the Executive has
supported calls to the Commission to tighten up the existing regulations. The UK, along with
other Member States, is introducing national measures to strengthen the current
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arrangements.  It seems prudent to rectify these problems before extending the system to
include other vessel classifications.

Fleet Policy and the Longer Term

The Executive shares the Committee's view that some form of long term equitable
decommissioning and restructuring of the fleet is absolutely necessary.  In general terms the
EU fleet is 40% over capacity and the only way to ensure sustainable stocks is to more
closely match catching capacity with available resources.  The Executive is currently putting
in place a decommissioning scheme and the Executive supports moves at Commission level
to address the issue of fleet policy in the context of the 2002 review.  In its report the
Committee called on the Executive to form a taskforce to develop alternative industries and
training opportunities for any fishing dependent communities likely to be affected by a
significant change in fleet structure.  This matter is one of a number of issues being
considered by the Scottish Fish Industry Project which has been set up to look at the options
for the Scottish fishing industry in the future.  An initial consultation exercise about the
project is due to be sent out around the end of July - a copy will be forwarded to the
Committee.  Finally, the Committee recommended that decommissioning funds be made
available to crews as well as the vessel or licence holder.  The Executive understands the
basis for this proposal.  EU rules on structural aid do provide for measures (e.g. early
retirement schemes, individual compensation payments to fishermen) to assist individual
fishermen. However schemes in the UK have not traditionally included such measures.
Rather they have compensated owners for the permanent removal of their vessel and fishing
licence.  Any measures would be expensive and would need to be funded at the expense of
decommissioning, reducing what is available to remove capacity for sustainability purposes,
or other FIFG priority measures such as safety, processing and marketing.  The Executive is
not persuaded that this is appropriate.  There is also a question as to the need for such funding
given the reported shortage of crew members in certain sectors.  Of course, there is nothing to
prevent vessel owners from sharing with crews the proceeds of any decommissioning grant
they may receive.

A Question of Will

The Executive agrees with the Committee that there is a need for the political decision
makers in all Member States and the Community institutions to demonstrate the political will
to reform the CFP in a manner which safeguards both fish stocks over the short and longer
term and results in the creation of a more viable and equitable industry across the EU.  For its
part the Executive demonstrates such will and will work to ensure that other Member States
treat this important policy area with the significance it deserves.

Legalities of Change

The Executive notes the Committee's view that there do not seem to be any legal obstacles in
the way of the Council adopting a regulation establishing zonal management committees with
such committees participating in the decision making process.  The Executive's key concern
is to ensure that any committees are set up in such a way that they are effective and practical.
Clearly this will require much consideration by the Commission and Member States.  The
UK has already made known its willingness to participate in any discussions on the matter.
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“Petitions being discussed at meeting of 11 September 2001”

Petition 246

Calling for the Scottish Parliament to request Scottish Natural Heritage,
the Scottish Executive and the Scottish Minister as appropriate, not to
proceed with the designation of the South-East Islay Skerries Special
Area of Conservation

The Committee discussed this petition on two occasions. A view was taken that no
decision should be entered into by the Committee until further information was
received from the Executive, which detailed its analysis on the issue and provided
copies of all correspondence entered into by it or its agencies with the petitioners.
The Clerk to the European Committee wrote to the Executive to this effect on the 20
June 2001.

Since that date, the Clerk has received no such information. However, on the 8
August 2001 the Convener did receive a letter (available in hard copy only) from
Ross Finnie MSP, Minister for Environment and Rural Development, informing him
that the Executive had chosen to proceed with the designation in advance of any
views and recommendations the Committee, or the Transport and Environment
Committee, may have agreed to.

ACTION: The Committee is asked to consider what, if any steps they
wish to take in light of the decision of the Minister, and where this
leaves the Committee in respect to its deliberations on the petition.

Petition 365

By Mr Iain MacSween on behalf of the Scottish Fishermen’s Organisation
Limited, calling for the Scottish Parliament to review Fixed Quota
Allocations which incorporate the track records of fishing vessels with a
view to ascertaining with whom the property rights to Scotland’s fish
stocks lie, and take appropriate action to ensure that the fish stocks that
are currently under the jurisdiction of the Scottish Parliament are not sold
to owners whose main place of business is outwith the UK.

The Committee has discussed this petition on one occasion prior to this meeting. It
was agreed that the Clerk to the European Committee would write to the petitioner
seeking more information, specifically on the definition of “property rights”. An e-mail
to this effect was sent late June. To date, no response has been received.
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ACTION: that the Committee agrees to ask the Clerk to chase this
response and reconsider the petition at a subsequent meeting

Petition 369

By Mr Brian J Rostron, on behalf of Confederation of UK Coal Producers,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to take
steps to guarantee: (a) that exploitable coal deposits are accorded
positive policies within development plans; (b) that opencast coal
development is considered within the planning system like any other
development proposal; (c) that the strategic need for coal is recognised in
the determination of opencast coal applications, and (d) that energy, from
a Scottish employment business and economic perspective, is recognised
as an important consideration in government development planning and
guidance

This will be the first time the Committee will have considered the petition. It was also
referred to the Transport and Environment Committee. The reason given in the
Official Report of the relevant Public Petitions Committee for its referral to us is its
overlap with the development of a European energy policy.

ACTION: it is suggested that the Committee discuss what, if any,
action is appropriate for this, rather than that which the Transport
and Environment Committee may wish to take. If any such action is
agreed, the Committee may wish to nominate a reporter to take the
action forward on its behalf.

Petition 372

By Mr Robert Epps, on behalf of a group of farmers and crofters from the
islands of Islay and Jura, calling for the Scottish Parliament to ensure that
a revised Less Favoured Area Support Scheme be introduced by 2002,
giving priority to those farming in the most severely disadvantaged areas
of Scotland

This will be the first time the Committee will have considered the petition. It was also
referred to the Rural Development Committee. The reason given in the Official
Report of the relevant Public Petitions Committee (PPC) for its referral to us is that
the petitioners are requesting changes to EC Regulation 1257/1999 governing the
Scottish Less Favoured Area scheme.

The PPC also agreed to seek the views of the Executive on the petition. No such
information has yet been received by the PPC and thus forwarded to the two other
committees.

ACTION: it is suggested that the Committee discuss what, if any,
action is appropriate for this in advance of the information from the
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Executive. Moreover, the Committee may wish to consider if it is
more appropriate for Rural Development Committee to take the lead
on this issue. If, however, action is agreed for the European
Committee, the Committee may wish to nominate a reporter to take
the action forward on its behalf.

Stephen Imrie
Clerk to the European Committee

14 August 2001
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European Committee

(draft) 4th Report, 2001

Report on scrutiny of European documents:
covering 26 January 2000 to 12 December 2000

The Committee reports to the Parliament as follows–

1. Under Standing Orders Rule 6.8.1(a), the European Committee is required to
consider and report on proposals for European Communities legislation.
Reporting should be in the form of periodic reports to the Parliament, according
to Rule 6.2.1.

2. This document is the 4th Report, 2001, on the scrutiny of European documents.
It covers the period from the 26 January 2000 until, and including, the meeting
of the Committee of 12 December 2000. Over this period, the Committee held
19 formal meetings.

3. This report provides a record of all European documents received during the
above-mentioned period, details of correspondence entered into (e.g. with the
Scottish Executive, agencies, NDPBs etc.) and decisions taken.

4. The remainder of the report is structured to follow a meeting-by-meeting
account of the scrutiny process. This includes details of any analysis
undertaken by the Committee and questions asked along with the response
received (where available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the
Scottish Executive in the form of a Scottish Cover Note (SCN) to the
Explanatory Memorandum (EM) produced by the lead department in Whitehall.
This information is reproduced primarily to increase the transparency of the
scrutiny process for the outside observer.



European Committee 4th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)2

MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 8 FEBRUARY 2000

5. During this the 3rd Meeting (2000) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

EC Reference

Number

Scottish

Parliament

Reference

Number

Title Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

13522/99

COM(99) 624 final 625

Communication from the Commission to the European

Parliament and the Council – The Strategy for Europe's Internal

Market

Priority Scrutiny.

13540/99

COM(99) 565 670

Proposal for a Council Directive establishing a general

framework for equal treatment in employment and occupation

Priority Scrutiny.

COM(99) 566

99/0225 (CNS) 666

Proposal for a Council Directive implementing the principle of

equal treatment between persons irrespective of racial or ethnic

origin

Priority Scrutiny.

13676/99

COM(99) 613 634

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament – Community participation in Regional

Fisheries Organisations (RFOs)

Priority Scrutiny.

13536/99

COM(99) 564 627

Communication from the Commission on certain Community

measures to combat discrimination

Priority Scrutiny.

Referred to another Committee for Routine Security

14080/99

COM(99) 641 COD

98/0350

649

Amended proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament

and of the Council setting up a Community framework for co-

operation in the field of accidental marine pollution

Routine Scrutiny. Refer to

Transport and Environment

Committee

14242/99

SEC(99) 1981 697

Commission staff working paper: Report on the operation and

use of the Information System set up under Council Decision

86/84/EEC of 6 March 1986 establishing a Community

Information System for the control and reduction of pollution

caused by the spillage of hydrocarbons and other harmful

substances at sea

Routine Scrutiny. Refer to

Transport and Environment

Committee (and potentially

Enterprise)

Referred to another Committee for interest only

PE-CONS 3638/99

674

Decision of European Parliament and of the Council establishing

the Culture 2000 programme.

No further action, but send

copy to Education, Culture

and Sport for their interest.

14205/00

COM(99) 687 691

Communication on a Commission Initiative for the Special

European Council of Lisbon, 23 and 24 March 2000: Europe, An

Information Society for All

No further action, but send

copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning for their

interest.

14251/99

COM(99) 620 COD

99/0269

698

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending for nineteenth time Council Directive

76/769/EEC relating to restriction on the marketing and use of

certain dangerous substances and preparations (azocolourants)

No further action, but send

copy to Health and

Community Care Committee

for their interest.

COM*99) 719

709

White Paper on Food Safety No further action, but send

copy to Health and

Community Care for their

interest

13549/99 REV 1

ECO 396 ENV 412 628

Report form the Industry Council to the European Council on the

integration of sustainable development into European Union

industry policy

No further action, but send

copy to the Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee

for their interest.

13414/99 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the No further action, but send
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COM(99) 617 l 618 Council on the interoperability of the trans-European

conventional rail system

Communication from the Commission on integrating

conventional rail systems

copy to the Transport and

Environment Committee

13417/99

COM(99) 616 619

Amended proposal for a European and Council Directive

amending Directive 91/440/EEC on the development of the

Community’s railways

Amended proposal for a European Parliament and Council

Directive amending Directive 95/18/EC on the licensing of

railway undertakings

Amended proposal for a European Parliament and Council

Directive relating to the allocation of railway infrastructure and

safety certification

No further action, but send

Copy to Transport and

Environment for their

interest.

13735/99

COM(99) 614 636

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament - The creation of the single European sky

No further action, but send

copy to the Transport and

Environment Committee

13736/99

COM(99) 640 637

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and

the Committee of the Regions - Air Transport and the

Environment: Towards meeting the challenges of sustainable

development

No further action, but send

copy to Transport and

Environment for their

interest.

Deferred to a subsequent Committee meeting

No EC Ref N°

653

Proposal for a Council Directive on the right to family

reunification

Await and consider at next

committee meeting.

14114/99

COM(99) 608

99/246 CNS

659

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No

1255/1999 on the common organisation of the market in milk

and milk products

Await explanatory

memorandum and consider

at next committee meeting.

5091/00

COM(99) 717

99/0284

678

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation No

3448/93 laying down the trade arrangements applicable to

certain goods resulting form the processing of agricultural

products

Await explanatory

memorandum and consider

at next committee meeting.

5118/00

COM(99) 664 695

Proposal for a Council Regulation providing for the general rules

for a compulsory beef labelling system

Await explanatory

memorandum and consider

at next committee meeting.

No further action

11393/99

MI 91 ENV 309 611

Draft Report of the Internal Market Council to the Helsinki

European Council on the integration of environmental protection

and sustainable development into internal market policy

No further action

12488/99

MIGR 66 612

Initiative of the Republic of Finland with a view to the adoption of

a Council Regulation determining obligations as between the

Member States for the readmission of third-country nationals

No further action

12605/99

COMER 99 613

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulations (EEC)

No 2861/93, (EC) No 2199/94, (EC) No 663/96 and (EC) No

1821/98 concerning the imposition of definitive anti-dumping

duties on imports of certain magnetic disks (3,5" microdisks)

originating in Japan, Taiwan, the People's Republic of China,

Hong Kong, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, the United

States of America and Indonesia and Regulation (EC) No

1335/1999 re-imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports

of certain magnetic disks (3,5" microdisks) originating in

Indonesia and produced and sold for export to the Community by

PT Betadiskindo Binatama

No further action
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12973/99

VISA 88 COMIX

432

614

Draft Presidency initiative relating to the updating of the

Common Consular Instruction

No further action

13965/99

SEC(99) 1647 final 615

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the

Council concerning the mobilisation of the flexibility instrument

(Point 24 of the Interinstitutional Agreement of 6 May on

budgetary discipline and improvement of the budgetary

procedure)

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the

Council concerning the revision of the financial perspective

annexed to the Interinstitutional Agreement of 6 May on

budgetary discipline and improvement of the budgetary

procedure

No further action

12999/99

SEC(99) 1886 616

Commission Staff Working Paper: "Fifth Report on the

Implementation of the Telecommunications Regulatory Package"

No further action

13394/99

COM(99) 563 617

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament

and of the Council on the approximation of the laws of the

Member States with regard to the transport of dangerous goods

by vessels on inland waterways

No further action

13478/99

COM(99) 625 620

Communication from the Commission to the Council - Goods not

covered by Annex I to the Treaty - Specify measures and inward

processing

No further action

13489/99

COM(99) 573 621

Proposal for a Council Regulation opening and providing for the

administration of Community tariff quotas bound in GATT and

certain other Community tariff quotas and establishing detailed

rules for adjusting the quotas, and repealing Council Regulation

(EC) No 1808/95

No further action

13502/99

COM99) 632 622

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising Member States to

continue to apply to certain mineral oils, when used for specific

purposes, existing reduced rates of excise duty or exemptions

from excise duty, in accordance with the procedure provided for

in Directive 92/81/EEC

No further action

13505/99

COM(99) 690 623

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the Federal Republic

of Germany to apply measures derogating from Articles 6 and 17

of the sixth Directive (77/388/EEC) on the harmonisation of the

laws of the Member States relating to turnover taxes

No further action

13390/99

COM(99) 656 624

Proposal for a Council Decision on the provisional application of

a bilateral agreement between the European Community and the

Republic of Belarus on trade in textile products

No further action

13535/99

COM(99) 628 626

Commission report entitled "Review of the single facility

providing medium-term financial assistance for Member States’

balances of payments’ (Council Regulation (EEC) No 1969/88)

No further action

13559/99

COM(99) 611 629

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament

and of the Council amending Directive 88/609/EEC on the

limitation of emissions of certain pollutants into the air from large

combustion plants

No further action

13581/99

COM(99) 604 630

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement signed on 4 October 1993 between the

European Communities and their Member States, of the one

part, and the Czech Republic, of the other part, with regard to

the extension for a further period of five years in accordance with

the provisions of Article 64(4)(a) of the Europe Agreement with

the Czech Republic

No further action

13582/99

COM(99) 605 631

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

No further action
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Europe Agreement signed on 1 February 1994 between the

European Communities and their Member States, of the one part

, and Romania, of the other part, with regard to the extension for

a further five years in accordance with the provisions of Article

64(4)(a) of the Europe Agreement with Romania

13583/99

COM(99) 606 632

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement signed on 1 February 1994 between the

European Communities and their Member States, of the one part

, and Romania, of the other part, with regard to the extension for

a further five years in accordance with the provisions of Article

64(4)(a) of the Europe Agreement with the Republic of Estonia

No further action

13596/99

COM(99) 626 COD

98/0191

633

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251 (2) ( c) of the

EC Treaty, on the amendments of the European Parliament to

the Common Position of the Council regarding the proposal for a

Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on a

Community Framework for electronic signatures amending the

proposal of the Commission pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC

Treaty

No further action

13723/99

COM(99) 621 635

Report from the Commission to the Council drawn up pursuant

to Council Decision 89/688/EEC of 22 December 1989

concerning the dock dues in the French overseas departments

No further action

13767/99

COM(99) 634 638

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EC,ECSC,EURATOM)

adjusting the daily subsistence allowance rates for officials on

mission in Austria, Finland and Sweden laid down in Article 13 of

Annex VII to the Staff Regulations of Officials of the European

Communities

No further action

13828/99

COM(99) 597 639

Commission Report to the European Parliament and the Council

on granting the derogation provided for in Article 19(1) of the

Treaty, presented under the terms of Article 12(4) of Directive

94/80/EC (laying down detailed arrangements for the exercise of

the right to vote and to stand as a candidate in municipal

elections by citizens of the Union residing in a Member State of

which they are not nationals)

No further action

13879/99

COM(99) 629 COD

98/0169

640

Opinion of the Commission on the European Parliament’s

amendments to the Council’s common position regarding the

proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the

Council establishing a single financing and programming

instrument for cultural policy (Culture 2000 programme)

amending the proposal of the Commission

No further action

13898/99

COM(99) 572 641

Council Decision on the conclusion of an Agreement in the form

of an exchange of letters between the European Community and

the Republic of Malta modifying the Agreement establishing an

association between the European Economic Community and

Malta

No further action

13903/99

COM(99) 649 642

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council Regulation

(EEC) No 2658/87 of 23 July 1987 on the tariff and statistical

nomenclature and the Common Customs Tariff

No further action

13964/99

COM(99) 662 643

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning a flight ban and a

freeze of funds in respect of the Taliban of Afghanistan

No further action

13976/99

COM(99) 653 644

Communication from the Commission to the Council on the

contribution to be paid to the Promotion Fund of the International

Olive Oil Council (IOOC) for the 2000/01 information campaign

to increase consumption of olive oil and table olives in non-

member countries

No further action

13978/99

COM(99) 603 645

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

No further action
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Europe Agreement signed on 12 June 1995 between the

European Communities and their Member States, of the one

part, and the Republic of Lithuania, of the other part, with regard

to the extension for a further five years in accordance with the

provisions of Article 64(4)(a) of the Europe Agreement with the

Republic of Lithuania

14034/99

COM(99) 673 646

Communication from the Commission to the Council - Goods not

covered by Annex I to the Treaty - Temporary flat-rate reduction

of refunds

No further action

14022/99

COM(99) 670 647

Opinion of the Commission on the European Parliament’s

amendments to the Council’s common position regarding the

proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the

Council adopting a programme of Community action (the

DAPHNE) Programme) (2000-2003) on preventive measures to

fight violence against children, young persons and women,

amending the Commission proposal

No further action

14055/99

COM(99) 688 final 648

European Development Fund – Estimate of the contributions

needed for expenditure in the 2000 financial year and

expenditure forecast for 2001, 2002, 2003, and 2004

No further action

14081/99

COM(99) 625 COD

98/0358

650

Amended proposal for a Recommendation of the European

Parliament and of the Council providing for minimum criteria for

environmental inspections in the Member States

No further action

14090/99

SEC(99) 2043 651

Commission staff working paper: Single Market Scoreboard -

November 1999

No further action

COM(99) 700

652

Proposal for a Council Regulation fixing for 2000 the fishing

opportunities and associated conditions for certain fish stocks

and groups of fish stocks, applicable in Community waters and

for Community vessels, in waters where limitations in catch are

required and amending Regulation 66/98

No further action

12711/99

FIN 410 SID 45

SOC 386

654

Annual Report by the Court of Auditors on the ECSC for the

financial year 1998

No further action

13133/99

COM(99) 627 655

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive

countervailing duty on imports of polyethylene (PET) film

originating in India and collecting definitively the provisional duty

imposed

No further action

13659/99

COM(99) 669 656

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No

722/1999 imposing definitive anti-dumping and countervailing

duties on imports of farmed Atlantic salmon originating in

Norway

No further action

13773/99

ENER 140 ENV

426

657

Report to the European Council on the Strategy for integrating

environmental aspects and sustainable development into energy

policy

No further action

14135/99

COM(99) 694 658

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EC) laying down the

weightings applicable from 1 July 1999 to the remuneration of

officials of the European Communities serving in third countries

No further action

14113/99

COM(99) 615 660

Proposal for a Council Decision designating a specific institute to

establish the criteria necessary to standardise the serological

tests to monitor the effectiveness of rabies vaccines

No further action

14089/99

COM(99) 661 661

Communication from the Commission tot he Council and the

European Parliament on Community assistance for the

Stabilisation and Association Process for certain countries of

south-east Europe - CARA Programme - Community Association

and Reconstruction Assistance - Guidelines and detailed

arrangements for assistance to Albania. Bosnia and

Herzegovina, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of

Macedonia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia under the

No further action
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future CARA Programme (2000 - 20006)

14018/99

662

Opinion of the Commission, pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the

EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the

Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a Decision

of the European Parliament and of the Council amending the

Decision of 19 December 1996 adopting an action programme

for customs in the Community (Customs 2000)

No further action

13866/99

COM(99) 689 663

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the arrangements

applicable to imports into the Community of products originating

in the Republics of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia and to

imports of wine originating in the former Yugoslav Republic of

Macedonia and the Republic of Slovenia

No further action

13778/99

COM(99) 674 664

Proposal for a Council Decision on the provisional application of

a bilateral agreement between the European Community and

Ukraine on trade in textile products

No further action

12522/99

COM(99) 555 665

Proposal for a Council Regulation on administering the double-

checking system without quantitative limits in respect of the

export of certain steel products covered by the EC and ECSC

Treaties from Kazakhstan to the European Union

No further action

SEC(99) 1465

667

Transfers of Appropriations No 46/99, 47/99, 48/99, 49/99,

50/99, 51/99, 52/99

No further action

PE-CONS 3633/99

668

Adopting a multiannual Programme for the Promotion of

renewable energy sources in the Community

No further action

13504/99

COM(99) 671 671

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the Netherlands to

apply a reduced rate of excise duty to certain mineral oil, when

used for specific purposes, in accordance with the procedure

provided for in Article 8(4) of Directive 92/81/EEC

No further action

14303/99

COM(99) 650 675

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on the system of remuneration

No further action

5012/00

COM(99) 704 CNS

99/0283

676

Proposal for a Council Regulation correcting Regulation No

2075/92 on the common organisation of the market in raw

tobacco

No further action

5015/00

COM(99) 721 677

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the Kingdom of the

Netherlands to apply a measure derogating from Article 11 of the

sixth Council Directive (77/388/EEC) of 17 May 1977 on the

harmonisation of the laws of Member States relating to turnover

taxes

No further action

5142/00

COM(99) 692 679

Proposal for a Decision of the Council and of the Commission

concerning the Community position within the Association

Council on the transition to the second stage of the Association

between the European Communities and their Member States,

on the one part, and the Republic of Hungary, of the other part,

pursuant to Article 6 of the Europe Agreement

No further action

5154/00

COM(99) 665 680

Proposal for a Council Decision concluding consultations with

the Comoros under Article 366a of the Lome Convention and

taking appropriate measures

No further action

5146/00

COM(99) 695 681

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the signature of the

Agreement between the European Community and the Republic

of Hungary establishing certain conditions for the carriage of

goods by road and the promotion of Combined Transport

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion of the

Agreement between the European Community and the Republic

of Hungary establishing certain conditions for the carriage of

goods by road and the promotion of Combined Transport

No further action

5155/00

COM(99) 666 682

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Proposal for a

Council Decision concerning the signature of the Agreement

No further action
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between the European Community and the Republic of Bulgaria

establishing certain conditions for the carriage of goods by road

and the promotion of Combined Transport

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion of the

Agreement between the European Community and the Republic

of Bulgaria establishing certain conditions for the carriage of

goods by road and the promotion of Combined Transport

5156/00

COM(99) 667 683

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council concerning the distribution of authorisations among

member States received through the Agreements between the

European Community and the Republic of Bulgaria and between

the European Community and the Republic of Hungary

establishing certain conditions for the carriage of goods by road

and the promotion of Combined Transport

No further action

5176/00

COM(99) 722 684

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on the application of the export prohibition clause

(Article 4(1)) of the directive on deposit-guarantee schemes

(94/19/EC)

No further action

14300/99

COM(99) 655 COD

94/0011

685

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council relating to cableway installations designed to carry

persons

No further action

13967/99

686

Court of Auditors’ Report on the decentralised agencies

(financial year 1998)

No further action

14143/99

COM(99) 642 687

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No

1255/1996 temporarily suspending the autonomous custom tariff

duties on certain industrial and agricultural products

No further action

5016/00

COM(99) 705 688

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising Member States to

apply a reduced rate of VAT to certain labour-intensive services

in accordance with the procedure provided fir in Article 28(6) of

Directive 77/388/EEC

No further action

14169/99

COM(99) 660 690

Proposal for a Council Decision on the accession of the

European Community to United Nations Economic Commission

for Europe Regulation No 13-H on the component approval of

passenger cars in respect of their braking

No further action

14137/99

COM(99) 492 CNS

99/0201, CNS

99/0202

692

Proposal for a Council Regulation adjusting, for the sixth time,

the system of aid for cotton introduced by Protocol 4 annexed to

the Act of Accession of Greece

Proposal for a Council Regulation on production aid for cotton

No further action

14223/99

COM(99) 619 693

Communication from the Commission to the Council on "fair

trade"

No further action

14142/99

COM(99) 622 694

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No

2505/1996 opening and providing for the administration of

autonomous Community tariff quotas for certain agricultural and

industrial products

No further action

14298/99

COM(99) 703 CNS

99/0272

696

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 77/388/EEC

on the common system of value added tax - transitional

provisions granted to the Republic of Austria and the Portuguese

Republic

No further action

5257/00

COM(99) 706 701

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament: Community strategy for endocrine

disrupters: a range of substances suspected of interfering with

the hormone systems of humans and wildlife

No further action

5246/00

COM(99) 734 702

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Decision 95/514/EC

on the equivalence of field inspections carried out in third

countries on seed-producing crops and on the equivalence of

seed produced in third countries

No further action
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12712/99

703

Opinion No 9/99 on a proposal for a Council Regulations (EC) on

budgetary discipline

No further action

PE 168.537

705

European Parliament 1999 – 2000

Texts adopted at the sitting of Thursday 28 October 1999

Texts adopted Annex: Amendments and proposed modifications

to the Draft General Budget of the European Union for the 2000

Financial Year

No further action

PRG(99) doc.4

rev.2 707

Report of the Work of the Personal Representatives Group

(PRG) on Sound Financial Management to the ECOFIN Council

on 29 November 1999

No further action

13981/99

COM(99) 711 708

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Decision 97/534/EC

on the prohibition of the use of material presenting risks as

regards transmissible spongiform encephalopathies

No further action

13432/99

COM(99) 663 710

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council Regulation

(EC) No 517/94 on common rules for imports of textile products

from certain countries not covered by bilateral agreement,

protocols or other arrangements, or by other specific Community

import rules

No further action

14280/99

SEC(99) 2116 711

Letter of Amendment No 5 to the preliminary draft budget for

2000 - Section I – Parliament

No further action

5131/00

COM(99) 707 712

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion of an

Agreement in the form of an exchange of letters between the

European Community, of the one part, and the Swiss

Confederation, of the other part, on Protocol 2 to the Agreement

between the European Economic Community and the Swiss

Confederation, of the other part, on Protocol 2 to the Agreement

between the European Economic Community and the Swiss

Federation

No further action

13822/99

COM(99) 698 713

Proposal for a Council Decision on the provisional application of

a bilateral textile agreement between the European Community

and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

No further action

13960/99

COM(99) 702 714

Proposal for a Council Decision on the provisional application of

the Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters amending

the Agreements between the European Community and the

People's Republic of China on trade in textile and clothing

products

No further action

ACP-CE 2101/00

COM(99) 696 715

Commission Report to the ACP-EC Committee of Ambassadors

for the 1998 year of application on progress in processing

transfers under the export earnings stabilisation system set up

by the fourth ACP-EC Convention as revised by the Agreement

signed in Mauritius on 4 November 1995

No further action

13885/99

COM(99) 714 716

Proposal for a Council Decision on the provisional application of

a Memorandum of Understanding between the European

Community and the Arab Republic of Egypt on trade in textile

products

No further action

5234/00

COM(99) 675 717

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of

Hungary of the other part, with regard to the adoption of

provisions for the co-ordination of social security schemes

No further action

5235/00

COM(99) 676 718

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of

Poland, of the other part, with regard to the adoption of

provisions for the co-ordination of social security schemes

No further action
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5236/00

COM(99) 677 719

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of

Bulgaria, of the other part, with regard to the adoption of

provisions for the co-ordination of social security schemes

No further action

5238/00

COM(99) 684 720

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of

Slovakia, of the other part, with regard to the adoption of

provisions for the co-ordination of social security schemes

No further action

5240/00

COM(99) 682 721

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of

Slovenia, of the other part, with regard to the adoption of

provisions for the co-ordination of social security schemes

No further action

5241/00

COM(99) 681 722

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of

Lithuania, of the other part, with regard to the adoption of

provisions for the co-ordination of social security schemes

No further action

5242/00

COM(99) 679 723

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and the Czech Republic, of

the other part, with regard to the adoption of provisions for the

co-ordination of social security schemes

No further action

5243/00

COM(99) 680 724

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Latvia,

of the other part, with regard to the adoption of provisions for the

co-ordination of social security schemes

No further action

5280/99

COM(99) 737 725

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and the Slovak Republic, of

the other part, which entered into force on 1 February 1995,

extending the double-checking system for the period from 1

January to 31 December 2000, concerning the export of certain

steel products from the Slovak Republic to the Community

No further action

5281/00

COM(99) 736 726

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the export of

certain ECSC and EC steel products from the Slovak Republic to

the Community for the period 1 January to 31 December 2000

(extension of the double checking system)

No further action

14211/99

PESC 481 COWEB

172

669

Council Joint Action extending Council Joint Action

1999/522/CFSP concerning the installation of the structures of

the United Nations Mission in Kosovo

No further action

13909/99

672

Draft Council Joint Action establishing a European Union co-

operation Programme for non-proliferation and Disarmament in

the Russian Federation

No further action

14028/99

PESC 471 CODUN

30 COAFR 40

673

Draft Council Decision implementing Joint Action 1999/34/CFSP

with a view to a European Union contribution to combating the

destabilising accumulation and spread of small arms and light

No further action
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weapons in Mozambique

14063/99

PESC 474 COMEP

9

699

Council Joint Action extending and amending Joint Action

96/676/CFSP in relation to the nomination of an EU Special

Envoy for the Middle East Peace process

No further action

SN 1178/00

704

Draft Common Position amending and supplementing Common

Position 1999/318/CFSP concerning additional restrictive

measures against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY)

No further action

SN1103/00

706

Draft Revised Common Position on Afghanistan No further action

5229/00

689

Programme for external relations issues in the field of Justice

and Home Affairs

No further action

516/00

JAI 1 700

Programme in the field of Justice and Home Affairs No further action

11636/2/99 REV 2

CRIMORG 141 727

Draft Council Decision concerning the arrangements for co-

operation between financial intelligence units of the Member

States in respect of exchanging information

No further action

6. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. prior to the debate
at the Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed
during this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

7. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 8 February
2000 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for the
outside observer.

SP 625, 13522/99, COM(99)624 final: Communication from the Commission to the
European Parliament and the Council - The Strategy for Europe’s Internal Market

8. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned document. The response was as follows:

In the Scottish Cover Note provided, the Executive outlined that the Commission
Communication highlighted four main objectives for the Single Market:

•  To improve the quality of life of citizens
•  To enhance the efficiency of Community product and capital markets
•  To improve the business environment
•  To exploit the achievements of the Internal Market in a changing world

Under each of these operational objectives there are a number of specific target actions
designed to achieve those goals. These are both legislative and non-legislative in
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character. Where they involve new legislation they will be submitted separately for
scrutiny.

The new strategy will build on the achievements of the Single Market Action Plan
(SMAP) which was implemented by the Commission from mid-1997 until the end of
1998. The SMAP drew together a large number of actions to deal with weaknesses in the
Single Market. The SMAP was largely successful though in many areas, such as
transposition of EU directives, the work is ongoing.

The communication notes that an annual cycle of Internal Market policy development has
begun to emerge. The Commission intends to build on this annual cycle by presenting an
annual review and update of target actions for discussion at the second Internal Market
Council of each year (i.e. towards the end of each presidency). The Single Market
Scoreboard will continue to be used as a means of monitoring the development of the
Single Market.

Any elements of the strategy that might give rise to a need for legislation will be
considered separately in due course. The UK Government agreed with the commission
that there are a number of weak areas of the Single Market and UK priorities for action
which were reflected in the Strategy include liberalising utilities, reducing state aids,
opening up public procurement and liberalising services. Disagreement and difficulties
were noted with proposals on taxation, information and consultation and artists’ resale
rights.

Several of the target actions identified under the main operational objectives relate to
areas that could include devolved responsibilities e.g. sustainable development, market
opening in transport and utilities and reducing the regulatory burden on business in
devolved matters. There are also other non devolved areas where Scottish interests are
prominent e.g. developing the potential of financial services: exploiting Scotland’s stake
in electronics and commitment to e-commerce and the spirits industry’s interest in the
elimination of tax barriers and unfair tax competition.

Scottish interests such as those outlined above are pursued by the Executive in
conjunction with lead Whitehall departments to ensure that full account is taken of any
Scottish perspectives in dealing with the Commission.

SP 670, 13540/99, COM(99)565: Proposal for a Council Directive establishing a
general framework for equal treatment in employment and occupation

9. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned document. The Scottish Executive stated that:

… there was no specific separate Scottish interest.  The Department for Education and
Employment (DfEE) were seeking views from key external partners.  A wider consultation
process was set to be launched once the then European Presidency’s intentions for
handling negations were known.

SP 666, 99/0225 CNS, COM(99)566: Proposal for a Council Directive implementing
the principle of equal treatment between persons irrespective of racial or ethnic
origin

10. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned document. The Scottish Executive stated that:

… there was no specific Scottish interest.  The Home Office was set to consult widely on
proposals once the then European Union Presidency’s intentions for handling
negotiations were known.



European Committee 4th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)13

SP 634, 13676/99, COM(99)613: Communication from the Commission to the
Council and the European Parliament – Community participation in Regional
Fisheries Organisations (RFOs)

11. The Committee noted from the Explanatory Memorandum provided by MAFF
that there was some disagreement between the UK government position and
the Commission’s vision on the proper roles of the Commission and of the
Member States and asked the Scottish Executive whether it shared the same
concern with regard the division of tasks between the Commission and the
Member States.  It also requested the Scottish Executive’s general views with
respect to the above-mentioned document. The Scottish Executive stated that:

… the Explanatory Memorandum (EM) covered the background and policy implications
related to document 13676/99.  SERAD officials have been fully involved in discussions
with MAFF on the issues and have taken part in EU External Fisheries Group meetings
at which the agreed UK line was put forward.

The most important Regional Fisheries Organisation to Scotland is the North East
Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC).  This RFO regulates several stocks of
significance to the Scottish fleet in international waters, such as Atlanto-Scandian Herring
and Blue Whiting.

The Government supported the view that RFOs have an important and increasing role to
play in the management of key stocks in international waters.  One of the key issues from
a Scottish perspective raised in the Commission paper, is the question inspection and
enforcement obligations in international waters.  The policy on this is set out in paragraph
14 of the Government Explanatory Memorandum (not reproduced here).  The Executive
supported the view that the allocation of responsibility should be determined on a case-
by-case basis for each RFO, and would not automatically agree that the SFPA should
meet any UK obligations in this area.

SP 627, 13536/99, COM(99)564: Communication from the Commission on certain
Community measures to combat discrimination

12. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned document. The Executive stated that:

… there were no policy implications and no specific Scottish interest.

SP 649, 14080/99: Amended proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament
and of the Council setting up a Community framework for cooperation in the field of
accidental marine pollution

13. The Committee specifically requested information as to how the Scottish
Executive planned to encourage Scottish regional and local organisations to
respond to the offer by the European Commission to submit information to
them, as well as clarifying who has responsibilities for marine pollution matters.
The Executive responded thus.

The issues covered by the EC document relate to matters reserved under Section E3
(Marine Transport) of Schedule 5 of the Scotland Act 1998.  Lead Departmental
responsibility rests with the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) of the Department
of Environment, Transport and the Regions.
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Under the terms of Section 293 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995, as amended, DETR
has drawn up a "National Contingency Plan for Marine Pollution for Shipping and
Offshore Installations".  The Scottish Executive and local authorities (represented by the
Convention of Scottish Local Authorities and Shetland Islands Council) were fully
involved in the formulation of the "Plan".  As part of that process, coastal local authorities
have developed their own individual plans.

In the event of an incident, the MCA would lead but the Scottish Executive Rural Affairs
Department would co-ordinate the interests of the Scottish Executive.  These include the
marine environment, fisheries and the other living resources that it supports, food safety,
including fish and shellfish hygiene, water industry, agriculture and natural heritage.

The Committee then asked about local input (Article 3 of Document 14080/99).  The
Executive saw that as part of the co-ordinated action set out in the National Plan.

The Scottish Executive stated that it was satisfied with the Explanatory Memoranda
submitted by the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions on the two
documents covered by this Note (as it relates to their being any Scottish interest).

SP 697, 14242/99, SEC(99)1981: Commission staff working paper: Report on the
operation and use of the Information System set up under Council Decision
86/84/EEC of 6 March 1986 establishing a Community Information System for the
control and reduction of pollution caused by the spillage of hydrocarbons and other
harmful substances at sea

14. The Committee asked if the Scottish Executive could comment on their views
on the proposed new Community framework as well as clarifying who has
responsibilities for accidental marine pollution matters (especially within the
devolved settlement).

15. The comments above relating to SP 649 were said by the Executive to cover SP
697 too.

SP 653, No EC No, Proposal for a Council Directive on the right to family re-
unification

16. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned document. The Executive stated that:

… the Home Secretary has responsibility for policy on matters relating to the regulation
of entry to, and settlement in, the United Kingdom.  This is a matter which is reserved to
the UK Government.

The explanatory memorandum submitted by the Minister of State for the Home
Department makes it clear that the UK Government will consider its position in relation to
the proposal in due course.  The UK Government is to participate in discussion of the text
of the proposed directive meantime, and will draw to the attention of the Commission and
other Member States policy issues outlined in paragraph 6 of the explanatory
memorandum.  These policy issues relate to detailed issues surrounding particular family
circumstances in cases of family re-unification.
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SP 659, 14114/99, COM(99)608, Proposal for a Council Regulation amending
Regulation (EC) No 1255/1999 on the common organisation of the market in milk
and milk products

17. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned document. Specifically, the Committee asked for a
clarification of the impact that the proposed reduction in Community financial
contribution to the aid for supplying milk in educational establishment would
have. The Executive stated that:

… the European Commission has introduced proposals to cut the expenditure on the EU
School Milk Subsidy Scheme.  The difficulty for the Commission is that its budget has
been cut and that it is looking for ways to save money.  The proposal is that the present
system of funding would be changed and that new arrangements would apply from next
school year.  At present the EC provide the full cost of the subsidy for milk and certain
milk products for primary school children, this will be changed to a co-funding system
where 50% of the subsidy will be provided by the EC on condition that the other 50% is
funded by the Member State.

The Member State may pay their contributions directly from the central treasury, raise the
money from the dairy industry or from local authorities.  It would be possible for different
arrangements to be made in different parts of a Member State.  In other words Scotland
could operate differently from the rest of the UK.

At present the value of the subsidy for the UK is about £10 million, and this reduces the
cost of milk by about 5 pence per 200ml serving.  Education Authorities in Scotland make
very good use of the scheme and the present value to Scotland is about £1.5m (rough
figures).  If co-financing were to be agreed then some £750,000 would need to be found
in Scotland to ensure a contribution from Europe which would allow the scheme to
continue at its present level.  It is most unlikely that this could be raised from the dairy
industry or dairy farmers as primary legislation would be required.  It would, thus, be
necessary for the Scottish Executive to find the additional money.

The parts of the scheme which presently operate in the UK are mandatory on Member
States although participation by education authorities is voluntary.  Assuming that the
education authorities wished to continue to claim the subsidy there should be no
reduction in the amount of subsidised milk provided in primary schools.

18. The Committee then noted that the Scottish Cover Note (SCN) provided further
background information on the proposed amendment to the scheme.  The
Committee also considered that the SCN confirmed that Scotland could operate
differently from the rest of the UK, and that three possible sources of funding
existed that could be used to fund the scheme: the industry, local authorities or
the Treasury.  It was also clear from the SCN that funding was unlikely to come
from the industry.

19. As for the specific request put forward by the Committee, the following answer
was provided: “Assuming that the education authorities wished to continue to
claim the subsidy there should be no reduction in the amount of subsidised milk
provided in primary schools.”

20. The Committee was not satisfied with the response and sought further
clarification.  It asked the Executive whether their answer constituted an
indication that the funding would have to be provided by the local authorities, or
whether it indicated that the decision to continue with the scheme was that of
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the local authorities and that if the local authorities decided to continue with the
scheme, the Scottish Executive was willing to provide the necessary funding.

21. The Scottish Executive responded to the Committee’s wish for clarification and
stated that:

the reduction in the Community’s budget for the School Milk Scheme had been adopted
but was now much less than previously feared.  What has still to be agreed is how that
shortfall will be addressed.  The Commission proposal is for co-financing (Member States
to contribute to the funding), and that the scheme would be mandatory.  This has still to
be agreed but if agreed, in its current form, than it will be for the Intervention Board to
secure the necessary Member State contribution from the UK Government.  Local
authorities will be able to continue with the scheme and there will be no need for them to
contribute.

The Executive also pointed out that, if the Commission proposal is changed to make the
Member State contribution voluntary, as a number of Member States wish, then there
would be no obligation on the Intervention Board to secure this money.  In that case the
Member State contribution could come from a number of sources including the UK
Government, local authorities or the Scottish Executive.  It might also be possible to pay
only the EC subsidy without the Member State contribution.  At this stage all this is
speculation and, in the event of a voluntary scheme, no decisions have been made
whether the Scottish Executive would provide the additional funding.

SP 678, 5091/00, COM(99)717, Proposal for a Council Regulation amending
Regulation No 3448/93 laying down the trade arrangements applicable to certain
goods resulting form the processing of agricultural products

22. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned document. The Executive responded by stating that:

… the explanatory memorandum submitted by MAFF provides a full explanation of the
proposals and their current standing.

The proposals form part of a longer term strategy to address budgetary problems arising
from the WTO Uruguay Round commitments which limit the refunds payable in respect of
certain agricultural export products.  In particular, this proposed Council Regulation aims
to increase access to Inward Processing Relief (IPR) which allows manufacturers to
import basic commodities tariff-free for use in products which are re-exported in
processed form.

The proposed Regulation is intended to help maintain the competitiveness of EU food
and drink exporters by guaranteeing supplies of raw materials at world market prices.

As regards Scotland, the constraints imposed by the WTO Uruguay Round will have the
greatest impact on the whisky industry.  This proposed regulation will help to ease the
burdens which will fall on that sector as a result of the Uruguay commitments.

SP 695, 5118/00, COM(99)664), Proposal for a Council Regulation providing for the
general rules for a compulsory beef labelling system

23. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned document. The Executive stated that:

… the proposal extended to 31 August 2000 the voluntary beef labelling scheme
arrangements established by Council Regulation 820/97.  The scheme is currently
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operated in Scotland by this Department and the proposal has the practical effect of
allowing the existing arrangements to continue unchanged meantime.  Discussions are
continuing in Brussels with a view to fixing detailed rules covering a compulsory EU-wide
beef labelling scheme which is due to come into effect from 1 September 2000.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 22 FEBRUARY 2000

24. During this the 4th Meeting (2000) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

EC Reference

Number

Scottish

Parliament

Reference

Number

Title Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for Routine Scrutiny

12031/99

COM(99) 486

final

470

Report by the Commission to the European Parliament and to

the Council on the situation regarding the implementation of

beef-labelling systems in the different Member States as laid

down in Article 19(3) of Council Regulation (EC) No 820/97

Routine Scrutiny. Refer to

Rural Affairs Committee.

12030/99

COM(99) 487

final

484

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Regulation

establishing a system for the identification and registration of

bovine animals and regarding the labelling of beef and beef

products and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 820/97

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Regulation

amending Council Regulation (EC) No 820/97 establishing a

system for the identification and registration of bovine animals

and regarding the labelling of beef and beef products

Routine Scrutiny. Refer to

Rural Affairs Committee.

13994/99

SEC(99) 1932 740

Commission staff working paper entitled: "Second interim

progress report on the Territorial Employment Pacts

Routine Scrutiny. Refer to

Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee.

5344/00

COM(99) 712 771

Proposal for a Council Decision on guidelines for Member States’

employment policies 2000

Routine Scrutiny. Refer to

Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee.

Group with SP 740

Referred to another Committee for interest only

5194/00

COM(99) 594

99/0244 COD

744

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament an of the

Council adopting measures for the harmonisation and

approximation of the laws, regulations or administrative

provisions of the Member States regarding manufacture,

presentation and sale of tobacco products (recast)

No further action, but send

copy to Health and

Community Care

Committee (tobacco

working group) for their

interest.

5247/00

COM(99) 744 747

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending Directive 79/373/EEC on the marketing of

compound feedingstuffs

No further action, but send

copy to Health and

Community Care

Committee for their

interest.

5287/00

COM(99) 752 755

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on the implementation of Community waste

legislation: Directive 75/442/EEC on waste, Directive

91/689/EEC on hazardous waste, Directive 75/439/EEC on

waste oils and Directive 86/278/EEC on sewage sludge for the

period 1995 – 1997

No further action, but send

copy to Transport and

Environment Committee

and Sylvia Jackson for

their interest.

5534/00

COM(99) 751 759

Report from the Commission on the second series of visits by

Commission representatives to the Member States pursuant to

Article 5 of Council Directive 93/99/EEC with a view to evaluating

the national systems for the official control of foodstuffs

No further action, but send

copy to Health and

Community Care

Committee for their

interest.
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Deferred to a subsequent Committee meeting

13670/99

COM(99) 636 603

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending for the fifth time

Regulation (EC) No 850/98 of 30 March 1998 for the

conservation of fishery resources through technical measures for

the protection of juveniles of marine organisms

Defer, request further

information, consider at

subsequent meeting

No EC Ref

653

Proposal for a Council Directive on the right to family

reunification

Defer, request further

information and consider at

subsequent meeting

14114/99

COM(99) 608

99/246 CNS

659

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No

1255/1999 on the common organisation of the market in milk and

milk products

Defer, request further

information, consider at

future committee meeting.

5091/00

COM(99) 717

99/0284

678

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation No

3448/93 laying down the trade arrangements applicable to

certain goods resulting form the processing of agricultural

products

Defer, request further

information and consider at

subsequent meeting

5118/00

COM(99) 664 695

Proposal for a Council Regulation providing for the general rules

for a compulsory beef labelling system

Defer, request further

information and consider at

subsequent meeting

5635/00

COM(99) 686 768

Proposal for a Council Decision creating a European Refugee

Fund

Await explanatory

memorandum and consider

at next committee meeting.

5706/00

COPEN 2 738

Draft Convention on mutual assistance in criminal matters

between the Member States of the European Union – data

protection

Await explanatory

memorandum and consider

at next committee meeting.

No further action

12992/99

COM(99) 576 556

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No

1251/1999 establishing a support system for producers of certain

arable crops to include flax and hemp grown for fibre

No further action

13274/99

COM(99) 517 572

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC)

No 3508/92 establishing an integrated administration and control

system for certain Community aid schemes

No further action

13617/99

COM(99) 631

final

605

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No

1255/1999 on the common organisation of the market in milk and

milk products

No further action

13998/99

COM(99) 668 728

Proposal for a Council Regulation terminating the anti-dumping

proceedings concerning imports of certain Large Aluminium

Electrolytic Capacitors originating in Japan, the Republic of

Korea and Taiwan

No further action

14220/99

COM(99) 668 729

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No

2320/97 inter alia imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on

imports of certain seamless pipes and tubes of iron or non-alloy

steel originating in Russia

No further action

5121/00

COM(99) 697 730

Proposal for a Council Regulation repealing Council Regulation

(EEC) No 3433/91 in as far as it imposes a definitive duty on

imports of gas-fuelled, non-refillable pocket flint lighters

originating in Japan.

No further action

5148/00

COM(99) 753 731

Proposal for a Council Regulation re-imposing definitive anti-

dumping duty on imports of leather handbags originating in the

People's Republic of China and sold for export to the Community

by Gainth Industrial Ltd, Macia Company Ltd, Yen Sheng Factory

Ltd, Dongguan All Be Right Leather Products Co Ltd and Panyu

Simone Handbag Ltd and amending Council Regulation (EC) No

2380/98 in order to apply the individual anti-dumping duty rates

set for two exporting producers to related companies of the same

exporting producers having started to produce leather handbags

No further action

5151/00 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No No further action
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COM(99) 735 732 1015/94 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of

television camera systems originating in Japan

13476/99

BUDGET 24 735

Draft General Budget of the European Communities for the 2000

Financial Year, as amended and accompanied by proposed

modifications

No further action

5199/00

COM(99) 746

COD 00/0006

739

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive

amending for the 21st time Council Directive 76/769/EEC relating

to restrictions on the marketing and use of certain dangerous

substances and preparations (substances classified as

carcinogens, mutagens or substances toxic to reproduction -

c/m/r)

No further action

5233/00

COM(99) 899 741

Communication from the Commission to the Council on the

opening of consultations with Cote d’Ivoire under Article 366a of

the Lome Convention

No further action

5237/00

COM(99) 678 745

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member State, of the one part, and the Republic of Estonia,

of the other part, with regard to the adoption of provisions for the

co-ordination of social security schemes

No further action

5239/00

COM(99) 683 746

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member State, of the one part, and the Republic of

Romania of the other part, with regard to the adoption of

provisions for the co-ordination of social security schemes

No further action

5258/00

COM(99) 745

COD 2000/20

748

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the

Council extending Decision No 710/97/EC on a co-ordinated

authorisation approach in the field of satellite personal

communication services in the Community

No further action

5272/00

COM(99) 743 749

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and Poland, of the other

part, which entered into force on 1 February 1994, extending the

double-checking system for the period from 1 January to 31

December 2000, concerning the export of certain steel products

from Poland to the Community

No further action

5273/00

COM(99) 742 750

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the export of

certain steel products from Poland to the Community for the

period 1 January to 31 December 2000 (extension of double-

checking system)

No further action

5277/00

COM(99) 741 751

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and Romania, of the other

part, which entered into force on 1 February 1994, extending the

double-checking system for the period from 1 January to 31

December 2000, concerning the export of certain steel products

from Romania to the Community

No further action

5278/00

COM(99) 740 752

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the export of

certain steel products from Romania to the Community for the

period 1 January to 31 December 2000 (extension of double-

checking system)

No further action

5283/00

COM(99) 739 753

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by

the Community within the Association Council established by the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and

No further action
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their Member States, of the one part, and the Czech Republic, of

the other part, which entered into force on 1 February 1994,

extending the double-checking system for the period from 1

January to 31 December 2000, concerning the export of certain

steel products from the Czech Republic to the Community

5284/00

COM(99) 738 754

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the export of

certain steel products from the Czech Republic to the Community

for the period 1 January to 31 December 2000 (extension of

double-checking system)

No further action

5300/00

COM(99) 749 756

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Regulation (EC)

No 2223/96 on the reclassification of settlements under swaps

arrangements and under forward rate agreements

No further action

5382/00

COM(99) 748 758

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending Directives 85/611/EEC, 92/49/EEC,

92/96/EEC and 93/22/EEC as regards exchange of information

with third countries

No further action

5196/00

COM(99) 728

AVC 00/0002

760

Proposal for a Council Decision on the accession of the

European Community to Regulation 108 of the United Nations

Economic Commission for Europe concerning the approval for

the production of retreaded pneumatic tyres for motor vehicles

and their trailers

No further action

5197/00

COM(99) 727

AVC 00/003

761

Proposal for a Council Decision on the accession of the

European Community to Regulation 109 of the United Nations

Economic Commission for Europe concerning the approval for

the production of retreaded pneumatic tyres for motor vehicles

and their trailers

No further action

5209/00

COM(99) 729 762

Proposal for a Council Regulation on administering the double-

checking system without quantitative limits in respect of the

export of certain steel products covered by the EC and ECSC

Treaties from Ukraine to the European Community for the period

between 1 January 2000 and 31 December 2001 (extension of

the double-checking system)

No further action

5212/00

COM(99) 730 763

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of an

Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the

European Community and the Ukraine extending the double-

checking system without quantitative limits in respect of the

export of certain steel products covered by the EC and ECSC

Treaties from Ukraine to the European Community for the period

between 1 January 2000 and 31 December 2001

No further action

5511/00

COM(00) 3 764

Report from the Commission to the Council on the

implementation of Council Regulation (EEC) No 2186/93 of 22

July 1992 on Community co-ordination in drawing up business

registers for statistical purposes.

No further action

5621/00

COM(00) 12 765

Excise duties on mineral oils

Request by Germany for a derogation (Directive 92/81/EEC,

Article 8(4), procedure

No further action

5622/00

COM(00) 16 766

Excise duties on automotive fuels

Request by Germany for a derogation (Directive 92/81/EEC,

Article 8(4), procedure)

No further action

5629/00

COM(00) 13 767

Proposal for a Council Regulation opening and providing for the

administration of Community tariff quotas for certain fishery

products originating in Ceuta

No further action

5208/00

COM(99) 710 769

Communication from the Commission to the Council on

participation of candidate countries in Community programmes,

agencies and committees

No further action

5705/00

PESC 32 737

Council Decision implementing Common Position

1999/691/CFSP on support to democratic forces in the Federal

No further action
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COWEB 14 Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY)

2530-50r1

736

1998 - EU Organised Crime Situation Report No further action

13140/1/99

REV 1

FISC 255

770

Report of the Council (ECOFIN) to the European Council:

Reinforced Tax Policy Co-operation

No further action, but give

a copy to Bruce Crawford

for his reporter’s work

13450/99

DROIPEN 21 742

Draft Framework Decision on increasing protection by penal

sanctions against counterfeiting in connection with the

introduction of the euro

No further action, but give

a copy to Bruce Crawford

for his reporter’s work

14102/99

DROIPEN 23 743

Draft Framework Decision on increasing protection by penal

sanctions against counterfeiting in connection with the

introduction of the euro

No further action, but give

a copy to Bruce Crawford

for his reporter’s work

25. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

26. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 22 February
2000 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for
the outside observer.

SP 768, 5635/00, COM(99) 686: Proposal for a Council Decision creating a
European Refugee Fund

27. The Committee’s interest in this document was prompted by the fact that local
authorities would be the providers of social services to refugees under social
work legislation.  Accordingly, it was considered to be aware of any changes
and developments in relation to the availability of additional sources of funding
in this area. This is an example of how EC/EU business may impact on matters
which, although reserved, affect Scottish interests.

28. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views in relation to this
document. The Committee asked to be kept informed as to whether the UK will
decide to opt in to this decision. The Scottish Executive replied by stating that:

… its understanding of where things were at was that there were considerable
discussions to be gone through before the UK will decide whether or not it is to opt in to
the Council decision and that it seems, therefore, that we were a long way off from the
point at which the UK will decide if it is to opt-in to the decision.
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29. The Committee was not satisfied with this response and wrote again to the
Executive for clarification. Members noted that the Protocol on the position of
the United Kingdom and Ireland provided that the UK may notify the President
of the Council in writing within three months after a proposal has been
presented to the Council if it wished to take part in the adoption of the measure.
Given that at the time this debate was taking place in the Committee, this
deadline had expired, the Committee asked if the Executive could confirm that
the UK has decided not to make use of its opportunity to opt in the adoption of
the measure.

30. Given that the Protocol also provides that the UK may at any time after the
adoption of the measure notify that it wishes to accept the measure, the
Committee also requested that it be kept informed of such a notification.

31. The Executive in further correspondence confirmed that the UK had in fact
opted in the adoption of the measure.

SP 470, 12031/99, COM(99)486: Report by the Commission to the European
Parliament and to the Council on the situation regarding the implementation of beef-
labelling systems in the different Member States as laid down in Article 19(3) of
Council Regulation (EC) No 820/97

SP 484, 12030/99, COM(99) 487 final: Proposal for a European Parliament and
Council Regulation establishing a system for the identification and registration of
bovine animals and regarding the labelling of beef and beef products and repealing
Council Regulation (EC) No 820/97 and Proposal for a European Parliament and
Council Regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No 820/97 establishing a
system for the identification and registration of bovine animals and regarding the
labelling of beef and beef products

32. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned documents. The Executive stated that:

… the proposals leave the provisions for cattle identification largely unchanged - the key
measures concern Beef Labelling. To date, the UK‘s view that has been fed into the
initial working groups discussing these proposals has been to support traceability to
enhance the safety of food and the confidence of the consumer but that any compulsory
system must be workable for the industry and not lay unreasonable financial burdens on
operators, particularly independent retail butchers. A key omission from the proposed
legislation highlighted by the UK has been any exemption for protected geographical
indications. At present, Specially Selected Scotch Beef and Orkney Beef have such
status. It may be misleading for the consumer for these, and other equivalent brands with
protected geographical origin status, to also carry the more diluted information required
by these proposals which could result in a label reading “Specially Selected Scotch Beef/
Country of Origin: EU”. The Scottish Executive consulted the industry recently on these
proposals with responses highlighting this concern. There may be scope to justify this
exemption by comparing the more stringent verification requirements required for the
protected geographical indications with the lightweight verification proposed.

33. The Committee were not content with the above response, not least of which
because the decision to combine the Executive’s views on both documents SP
470 and SP 484 into one Scottish Cover Note confused the analysis the
Committee was able to make. Therefore, further clarification was sought.
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34. The Committee wrote again to the Executive stating that assuming the Scottish
Cover Note related to the proposal for the new regulation establishing a system
for the identification and registration of bovine animals and laying down rules for
a new compulsory beef labelling system, rather than that which would prolong
the current voluntary arrangements, then the following questions need
addressed.

Q1.  The SCN highlights a UK concern namely the absence of any
exemption for protected geographical indications, which would result in a
label reading “Specially selected Scotch Beef/Country of origin: EU”, on the
ground that this could mislead the consumer.  Could the Scottish Executive
confirm that it is impossible under the proposed new rules to indicate on beef
or beef products a mention of geographical indications and designations of
origin, and where in the proposed regulation is this made impossible?

Q2.  Can the Scottish Executive confirm, through examples, the nature of the
labels that would be allowed under the proposed labelling scheme?

Q3.  The SCN refers to “Diluted information”.  How does this fit with one of
the objectives of the proposed regulation, namely to increase consumer
confidence in beef and beef products by upgrading the level of information
available on the label?

Q4.  The SCN further indicates that consultation with the industry revealed
they shared the same concern. Did consultation take place with all sectors of
the beef industry, did all  sections of industry share the same concern?

Q5.  It appears from the EM produced by MAAF, that the UK government
wishes to see the exemption for protected geographical indications
reinstated. The SCN suggests that there may be scope to justify this
position; “There may be scope to justify this exemption by comparing the
more stringent verification requirements required for the protected
geographical indications with the lightweight verification proposed”.

a) Is the last sentence an indication of the Scottish Executive’s proposed
strategy, or is this also the position of the UK as a whole?
b) Will the Committee be kept informed about the progress of this
proposal?
c) If the proposed exemption for protected geographical indication and
designation of origin cannot be secured, are there alternative strategies
to address the industry concerns?
d) The verification proposed is “light weight”. (i) Could this be expanded
upon?  (ii) If the proposed verification is “light weight”, what are the
public health implications and how does this fit with the declared primary
objective of the proposed new regulation?

Q6.  In general, what is the Scottish Executive’s and/or the UK Government’s
views on the proposed legal basis?
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Q7.  What are the objectives of the new Community regulatory framework?

a) Are the Scottish Executive and/or the UK in agreement with the
objectives?
b) Given that this is a multipurpose regulation, with competing objectives:
has the right balance been struck, are the objectives just in competition
or clearly irreconcilable?

Q8.  Is the proposed regulation compatible with the declared objectives, or
how well does the proposed regulatory framework match the declared
objectives?

35. The Scottish Executive responded at length accordingly.

Regarding SP 470, we are sorry our original SCN caused some confusion with the Clerk,
Convener and Deputy Convener of the European Committee.  We have noted that future
Notes should have a higher degree of clarity in relation to what they cover.

The two papers under scrutiny are Document 12030/99, COM (99) 487 final, which is the
legislative proposal and Document 12031/99, COM (99) 486 final, is the Report by the
Commission on the implementation of beef labelling systems in different Member States.
Given the latter document is a factual report, as required by article 19 (3) of Council
Regulation 820/97, the Livestock Division SCN relates to 12030/99.  As our first SCN
indicated that cattle identification element of this is largely unchanged, and it is the beef
labelling elements which are the focus of attention.

Since submission of the proposal in October by the Commission, COM 487 has been the
subject of discussions in a number of EU fora (e.g. the Agriculture Council, SCA (Special
Committee of Agriculture) and Council Working Group level) with a view to developing
the labelling rules into a regulation acceptable by all Member States.  Details of these
meetings follow-

Agriculture Council

15/16 November, 14/15 December and 24 January

Special Committee on Agriculture

8 November, 22 November, 13 December, 10 January and 7/8 February

Council Working Group

27 October, 9 November, 11 November, 18 November, 11 December 16
December, 11/12 January, 27 January.

It is in the Council Working Groups where the detail of the proposals are negotiated and
the Head of Meat and Livestock Branch has attended the majority of these as part of the
UK delegation.

Following the SCA on 7/8 February, the position at the current date is that the Presidency
and Commission were likely to issue (possibly within the next 2 weeks) proposed
amendments to the text for further discussion as a precursor to progressing the
legislation through the Agriculture Council and the European Parliament.  The then
Portuguese Presidency timetable was fairly ambitious as the first stage of compulsory
labelling was to become operative from 1 September that year (2000).  The aim was to
achieve agreement in the Agriculture Council in March, which would give the necessary 3
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months for the European Parliament reading in June, and formal Council adoption in
July.

Against this general background, which the European Committee may find useful, we
turn to the questions listed in the Clerk to the European Committee’s letter to the
Executive. Responses to these follow:-

Q1, Under the terms of Document 487 we believe it is not impossible to mention
geographical indications.  Geographical indications could be included, but the full
requirements of Article 13 would apply.  The point is not however clear cut and is being
considered by the Scottish Executive Solicitor’s Division.

Q2, The information which would be allowed on labels is detailed on the Annex to the
Executive’s response (not reproduced here).

Q3, Our view is that the status of Protected Geographical Indications (PGI) and
Protected Designation of Origin (PDO) provides sufficient guarantees to the consumer.
Scotch Beef and Orkney Beef have been approved in accordance with European
Commission’s PGI and PDO Regulations since June 1996 and are well known by the
consumer.  A great deal of time and effort has gone into developing these brands to the
extent that they achieved PGI and PDO status.  Provision of additional information under
a compulsory EU Beef Labelling Scheme may not have the desired effect of increasing
confidence but may only serve to confuse.  Since commenting on this in our previous
SCN, PGI and PDO status have come under scrutiny in the Working Groups and we are
presently looking to further develop our negotiating position on this.  To this end we are
working with the Minister, main trade organisations and other UK Rural/Agriculture
Departments.

Q4, A wide range of industry and other interested organisations (around 40 in total) were
consulted on 27 October about the Document 487 and 5 substantive replies were
received.  The Scottish National Farmers union (SNFU), Scottish Association of Meat
Wholesalers (SAMW), the Scotch Quality Beef & Lamb Association (SQBLA), which
represent primary producers and processors each concluded that PGI status should be
exempt from the BLS rules.  As indicated at Q3, further discussions are being held with
the trade.

Q5, (a) There is no difference between the Scottish Executive and the UK-wide approach
to PGI/PDO exemptions ie we wish them to be maintained.  However this may not be
achievable and as stated at Q3 we are considering our position on this. (b) If the
Committee wish to be informed about the progress of the BLS proposal this can be
arranged.  We can provide this to the Clerk. (c) As indicated above, the non-maintenance
of PGI/PDO status is an area where further consideration is being given. (d) (i) Light
weight means that the verification requirements are not as onerous as those which
currently apply to the current voluntary BLS.  Unlike the existing voluntary scheme the
proposed compulsory scheme would not involve prior approval by competent authorities
or independent third party verification. (d) (ii) A light weight verification system does not
sit well with the basic aims of accurate traceability systems although in public health
terms it is not crucial given the range of other measures which are in place to protect
consumers from unsafe food.

Q6, There is an argument that origin labelling, particularly at a high level (e.g. EU), has
little relevance to public health - it does not guarantee the wholesomeness or safety of
the product on offer.  However, given the link between the labelling proposal and that on
cattle traceability and the fact that both measures arose jointly from concerns over BSE
and its implications for human health, the argument is not persuasive.  Therefore, as a
public health related measure, article 152 as the proposed legal base is acceptable, and
there is no difference in view on this between the Scottish Executive and other UK
Departments.
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Q7, The regulatory framework provides public and animal health elements in the cattle
identification and traceability proposals in Title 1 and Title II the labelling provisions to
maintain consumer confidence in beef following the BSE crisis. (a) The objectives are
acceptable to the SE and UK Departments. (b) While the proposal is public health related
it does impinge on other areas such as competition.  However, the British beef industry
has a good story to tell and the Scottish beef is synonymous with quality.  We would
prefer to see a more simplistic system which would be less onerous on the trade and with
less superfluous information which might only serve to confuse the consumer.

Q8, See answer at (7) (b).

SP 740, 13994/99, SEC(99)1932, Commission staff working paper entitled: "Second
interim progress report on the Territorial Employment Pacts

36. The Committee noted that the importance of acting at local level is
acknowledged in current Community employment strategy.  It also noted that
the employment strategy was calling on the Member States to take account of
and support the role and responsibilities of all regional and local partners in
implementing the four pillars (employability, entrepreneurship, adaptability and
equal opportunities) of the guidelines on employment.  The Committee further
noted that, according to the report, the experience gained in the Territorial Pacts
for Employment pilot scheme will help to signpost the Member States’ action on
local employment development.  Finally the Committee noted that the report
highlighted  that the new Structural Funds regulations specifically referred to the
development of territorial pacts for employment as a preferred instrument of
action at local level.

37. Accordingly, the Committee asked if, when producing the SCN, that the Scottish
Executive provide an indication on their views and ideas as to how the above
concepts can be taken forward within the Scotland as part of the UK Member
State. The Scottish Executive responded by stating that:

… the principal aim of the Territorial Employment Pacts (TEP’s) is to use Structural Fund
support to underpin enlarged regional or local partnerships to enable a more effective co-
ordination of employment generation.  They must demonstrate their consistency with
Member States’ National Action Plans formulated under the European Employment
Strategy.

These pilot actions are now to be integrated into the mainstream of the Structural Funds
as a result of the positive results that have been achieved.  The ERDF and ESF
Regulations for the new round of Structural Funds 2000-2006 refer explicitly to the
support of Territorial Employment Pacts, both to facilitate initiatives for local employment
and to further local economic development.  The principle of strong partnerships is
stressed in the general regulation.

The Commission staff working document ‘Guide to Territorial Employment Pacts 2000-
2006’ outlines the ways that the Commission hopes that TEP’s are included as early as
possible in the new programming process.

In principle, TEP’s are consistent with the policy objectives of the Scottish Executive, by
developing the workforce, training for skills that match jobs, improving employability and
encouraging enterprise.  Nevertheless their role in the new Structural Fund programmes
in Scotland is still to be established.

At present, the only Scottish Territorial Employment Pact is in Western Scotland,
targeted on the communities of Greater Easterhouse and South Coatbridge.  An ERDF
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Article 10 initiative, it is now in the final stages of implementation.  Four pilot projects
were developed, with the focus on reconnecting the target group to the world of training,
education and work:

•  Bridge to the Social Economy
•  South Coatbridge Capacity Building Initiative
•  Local Employment Observatory
•  On to Work

These pilot actions are now to be integrated into the mainstream of the Structural Funds
as a result of the positive results that have been achieved.  The ERDF and ESF
Regulations for the new round of Structural Funds 2000-2006 refer explicitly to the
support of Territorial Employment Pacts, both to facilitate initiatives for local employment
and to further local economic development.  The principle of strong partnerships is
stressed in the general regulation.

The Commission staff working document ‘Guide to Territorial Employment Pacts 2000-
2006’ outlines the ways that the Commission hopes that TEP’s are included as early as
possible in the new programming process.

The draft Single Programming Document for the West of Scotland Objective 2 plan
states that their approach will draw directly on the experience gained from the operation
of the TEP, as well as their previous Programme, but does not mention any intention of
creating further TEP’s.  The other Objective 2 draft SPD’s and the Objective 3 Plan make
no mention of TEP’s.  However,  the SPD’s are sufficiently flexible to allow for their
support if the proposed Pact meets the Programme selection criteria.

SP 771, 5344/00, COM(99)712, Proposal for a Council Decision on guidelines for
Member States’ employment policies 2000

38. The Committee noted that according to their analysis of the document, the
proposed decision invites the social partners at all levels as well as the regional
and local authorities to contribute, in the field of their responsibility, to the
implementation of these Guidelines with a view to promoting a high level of
employment. They, therefore, asked that the SCN make specific reference to
the Scottish Executive’s plans in this respect and how it would expect this
contribution to take place. The Scottish Executive stated that:

… each Member State is required to submit an Employment Action Plan annually to the
EC, to demonstrate how the employment guidelines have been and are being
implemented. The Department for Education and Employment (DfEE) lead on the
drafting of the UK plan, in full consultation with other UK Government Departments and
with the devolved administrations, including the Scottish Executive.

Furthermore, the Scottish Executive has full membership of the editorial board and is
involved at all stages of the drafting of the Action Plan.  The Scottish Executive has
already carried out a consultation exercise for the 2000 Plan, covering business,
enterprise, education and training organisations, including CoSLA, STUC and CBI
Scotland.

SP 572, 13274/99, COM(99) 517: Proposal for a Council Regulation amending
Regulation (EEC) No 3508/92 establishing an integrated administration and control
system for certain Community aid schemes

39. The Committee noted that the Commission, in its own explanatory
memorandum to the proposal, pointed out that the application of IACS in the
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areas to which it applied has led to significant progress in reducing the risk of
fraud against the EAGGF guarantee section from agricultural expenditure.

40. Accordingly, in its requests for a SCN, Members asked for the Scottish
Executive’s views with respect to the following specific questions:

•  What is the Scottish Executive’s experience in implementation of IACS,
in particular does the Executive share the Commission’s view in the
light of its practical experience?

•  What sort of difficulties, if any, would be brought about by the need to
make current systems in other areas of Community aid schemes
compatible with IACS?

41. In their reply, the Scottish Executive stated that

… the first Special Committee on Agriculture (SCA) discussion of the Commission
proposal to revise the control system for CAP aid payments took place on 17 January
2000.  There was opposition to major aspects of the Proposals from a significant number
of Member States.  Further discussion is required in order that the Commission present
their detailed arguments in favour of orthophotography and to clarify what they intend the
compatibility provisions to mean in practice.  The date of the next SCA has still to be
fixed.

Moreover, the Integrated Administration and Control System (IACS) was established by
Council Regulation 3508/92 in order to set up, in each Member State a computer based
control system to keep track of parcels of land and the aid paid under the main CAP aid
schemes (currently – arable crops, grain legumes and, in the livestock sector, beef and
sheep premia and livestock area payments).  One of the main aims of IACS is to prevent
aid being paid out twice under different schemes for the same piece of land and to
ensure that all areas on which aid is claimed correspond to the actual field sizes on the
ground – accurate identification of each ‘parcel’ of land is therefore crucial.

Implementation of IACS in Scotland: the 1992 IACS Regulation presented particular
difficulties for SERAD given the incomplete coverage of Scotland by maps at the
appropriate scale i.e. 1:2,500.  Because of our weaknesses in this area and because
paper based systems would not meet the EU requirements, the decision was taken:

•  to digitise all field boundaries in order that each field could be uniquely
identified and have an assigned area; and

•  to introduce a GIS system for identification of claim and land conflicts.

A complete field register is now in place recording spatial information on a field by field
basis.

The current system makes a key contribution to the proper validation of all claims made,
fully protects EU funds and safeguards against disallowance of CAP Schemes
expenditure.  Fraud can therefore be detected quickly and the relevant IACS penalties
are applied in the case of double claiming.

Further progress has been made in setting up a fully integrated database encompassing
non-IACS-related Schemes.  As a result of Commission Regulation 746/96 which called
for cross checks between Agri-Environment and IACS-related Schemes, the database
has been restructured and digitised cartography introduced to allow implementation of
the agri-environmental compatibility clause of the Rural Development Regulation.
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Implementation of the Amended Regulation 3508/92 in Scotland: given the significant
progress that has been made to put in place digitised cartography, a GIS database and
computerised control procedure for IACS and non IACS area based schemes, the
Scottish Executive is well placed to implement the terms of the proposed amending
Regulation.  However it is recognised that further work may be needed when the EU
produce the full list of schemes which require to be IACS compatible.  Discussions have
already taken place with the Forestry Commission on the implications for their schemes
and the possibility that the respective GIS databases could be used to satisfy the Council
requirements.  The proposed obligatory use of orthophotography will also have
implications for the Scottish Executive.  Orthophotography is not used at the present
point in time in Scotland, and the exact requirements will need to be explored with the
EU, before it is introduced.  It is anticipated that only limited application will be required to
meet the terms of the Council Regulation.

SP 603, 13670/99, COM(99) 636: Proposal for a Council Regulation amending for
the fifth time Regulation (EC) No 850/98 of 30 March 1998 for the conservation of
fishery resources through technical measures for the protection of juveniles of
marine organisms

42. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned document, in particular, the Scottish Executive was asked to
clarify (i) whether any shrimp fisheries interests would be jeopardised by the
new detailed rules for separator trawls and nets; and, (ii) what impact, if any,
would the proposed closure of fisheries for sand eels off the east coast of
Scotland have. The Scottish Executive replied as follows.

The EM provided by Whitehall covers the background and policy implications related to
Commission Regulation (EC) 850/98.  SERAD officials have been fully involved in
discussions with MAFF on the issues and have taken part in EU Internal Fisheries Group
meetings at which the agreed UK line was put forward.

As far as the Scottish interest is concerned, since 1 January 2000, the EC technical
conservation rules have been as set out in the technical conservation Regulation No
850/98.  Both MAFF and the Scottish Executive are drafting domestic legislation to
enforce the recommendations contained in 850/98.  This legislation is due to be laid in
early March to come into force by the end of that month.

There is Scottish interest in the fifth amendment in connection with paragraph 1, sub
paragraphs (i) to (iii) in the Whitehall EM.

There is a small shrimp fishery in the Solway firth, partly within the Scottish zone of
British fishery limits.  We will therefore need to bring in a Scottish SI before the proposed
deadline of 1 July 2002.

The sandeel closed area is mostly within the Scottish zone.  However, it will mainly affect
Danish fishermen.

It is as important to seek clarification of Article 46 for enforcement in the Scottish zone as
in any Community waters.

The fifth amendment was discussed at the Internal Fisheries Group meeting (of officials)
on 10 February in Brussels, although due to some minor amendments required by
Council legal services, no final agreement was reached.  This amendment will therefore
return to a future IFG for approval.
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SP 605, 13617/99, COM(99) 631 final: Proposal for a Council Regulation amending
Regulation (EC) No 1255/1999 on the common organisation of the market in milk
and milk products

43. The Committee noted that the responsibility to amend the list of goods
qualifying for export refunds has already been conferred on the Commission in
various agricultural sectors.  Accordingly in its letter to the Executive requesting
an SCN, the Committee asked if that the following specific questions could be
addressed:

•  What is the Scottish Executive’s experience of this delegation of
powers from the Council to the Commission?

•  Would this proposal – maybe adopted by now - have any adverse
impact for Scottish producers?

44. The Scottish Executive replied as follows.

Export refunds (known as Non Annex I products) are payable on certain basic
agricultural produce contained in processed food and drink products and some industrial
and pharmaceutical products which contain sugar and starch.  The European
Commission has proposed that the competence to decide on any future amendments to
the list of eligible Non Annex I products should be transferred from the Council to the
Commission.

There are no special policy implications for Scotland.  This proposal simply puts
decisions on which Non Annex I products could attract a refund on their milk components
on the same basis as all other commodity sectors.  It does not impose any new
regulatory burdens on milk producers or milk processors.

Scottish Experience of Previous Delegation of Powers: In the cereals sector, the Council
transferred responsibility for setting export refunds to the Commission in the early 1960’s.
It is believed that one of the main reasons was the need to react quickly to changing
market conditions.  The Cereals Management Committee, chaired by the Commission
and consisting of representatives from each Member State, meets weekly and is well
placed to set export refunds in line with prevailing market conditions.  In the main, the
system has worked reasonably well during a period when the Community’s cereals were
not always competitive in world market terms.

Impact for Scottish Producers: It is not possible to assess the impact of the proposals as
it will depend on future decisions made by the Commission on which products should be
eligible for refund.  It is probable that changes to list of products eligible for refund would
have been the same even if the responsibility were to remain with the Council.  What is
certain is that Scottish producers and milk processors will not be affected more or less
adversely than producers and processors in other parts of the UK.

SP 556, 12992/99, COM(99) 576: Proposal for a Council Regulation amending
Regulation (EC) No 1251/1999 establishing a support system for producers of
certain arable crops to include flax and hemp grown for fibre

45. The Committee document noted that the Explanatory Memorandum provided by
MAFF raised a number of concerns.  First that the processing aid proposal
would discriminate against producers of short fibre flax and hemp in favour of
traditional producers of long fibres for textile use.  Second, that the proposal
failed to take fully into account the environmental benefits of growing renewable
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raw materials such as flax and hemp fibre for which new markets are being
developed.

46. Accordingly in its request for a SCN, the Executive was asked whether it shared
the same concerns, and whether the Scottish production consisted mostly of
short fibre.  Finally, the Executive was asked to comment on whether the
proposed change in the aid to be given would affect any Scottish producers,
and if so, to provide an indication of the Scottish Executive proposed course of
action.  The Scottish Executive replied accordingly.

They agreed with MAFF that the proposal to include flax and hemp into the Arable Area
Payments Scheme (AAPS) discriminates against producers of short fibre flax and hemp.
In 1999, 28 Scottish producers claimed flax and/or hemp aid on some 497 hectares of
land– this production consisted solely of short fibres.  (For information, some 9,100
Scottish producers claimed AAPS aid on 572,163 hectares.)  Of equal concern is the
proposal that the aid be restricted to AAPS eligible land, which affects the UK more than
any other Member State.  AAPS eligibility is determined by the use of the land as at 31
December 1991.  Some 60% of Scottish land growing flax and hemp, and around 80% of
UK land growing flax and hemp, is ineligible to receive AAPS aid.  The proposal, as
drafted, would thus have a significant effect on Scottish (and UK) flax and hemp
production.

Given the shared SERAD and MAFF concerns on this issue, we have been pressing the
Commission hard on both the content and timing of this proposal.  On the proposed
lower rate of aid for short fibre, the majority of Member States support the UK as only
France, Belgium and the Netherlands have any significant long fibre production.  In
addition, most Member States believe that the inclusion of flax and hemp into AAPS this
year would be too difficult at such short notice, and prefer an implementation date of
2001.  Discussions are thus ongoing with the Commission at official level.



European Committee 4th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)33

MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 7 MARCH 2000

47. During this the 5th Meeting (2000) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

EC Reference

Number

Scottish

Parliament

Reference

Number

Title Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

5047/00

COM(99) 747 777

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament: Review of the second series of regional

fisheries workshops (1998/1999) and future outlook

Priority Scrutiny.

Referred to another Committee for Routine Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for interest only

5255/00

COM(99) 750 781

Report from the Commission on the implementation of the White

Paper "Teaching and learning – Towards the learning society

No further action, but send

copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee

for their interest.

5600/00

784

Proposal for a recommendation of the European Parliament and

of the Council on mobility within the Community for students,

persons undergoing training, young volunteers, teachers and

trainers

No further action, but send

copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee

for their interest.

5627/00

COM(99) 709

2000/022 (COD)

785

Proposal for a recommendation of the European Parliament and

of the Council on European co-operation in quality evaluation in

school education

No further action, but send

copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee

for their interest.

5742/00

COM(2000) 20 786

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament: Indicators for the Integration of

Environmental Concerns into the Common Agricultural Policy

No further action, but send

copy to Rural Affairs

Committee for their interest.

COM(99) 643

811

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and

the Committee of the Regions: Community support plan to

combat doping in sport

No further action, but send

copy to Education, Culture &

Sport Committee for their

interest.

6193/00

COM(2000) 48 818

Communication from the Commission: Strategies for Jobs in the

Information Society

No further action, but send

copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee

for their interest.

12347/99

COM(99) 541

final

498

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a Community

framework for the collection and management of the fisheries

data needed to conduct the common fisheries policy

No further action, but send

copy to Rural Affairs

Committee for their interest.

5051/00

COM(2000) 14 779

Report from the Commission on the regional meetings arranged

by the Commission in 1998-1999 on the Common Fisheries

Policy

No further action, but send

copy to Rural Affairs

Committee for their interest.

5493/00

COM(2000) 4 782

Report from the Commission: Survey into the socio-economic

background of Erasmus students

No further action, but circulate

to Members of the Committee

for interest

Deferred to a subsequent Committee meeting

No further action

12350/99

COM(99) 551

final

503

Proposal for a Council Decision on a financial contribution from

the Community towards the expenditure incurred by the Member

States in collecting data, and for financing studies and pilot

projects for carrying out the common fisheries policy

No further action

14182/99

COM(99) 645 772

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion of an

Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the

No further action



European Committee 4th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)34

European Community, of the one part, and the Kingdom of

Norway, of the other part, on Protocol 2 to the Agreement

between the European Economic Community and the Kingdom

of Norway.

5104/00

COM(99) 494 773

MEDA II: Proposal for a Council Regulation amending

Regulation (EC) No.1488/96 on financial and technical measures

to accompany (MEDA) the reform of economic and social

structures in the framework of the Euro-Mediterranean

partnership

No further action

5595/00

COM(99) 699 774

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)© of the EC

Treaty on the European Parliament’s amendments to the

Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a Directive

of the European Parliament and of the Council amending

Directive 93/104/EC of 23 November 1993 concerning certain

aspects of the organisation of working time to cover sectors and

activities excluded from that Directive.

No further action

5909/00

COM(2000) 29 775

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the Commission to

conclude, for the European Community, an Agreement in the

form of an Exchange of Letters with, respectively, the Swiss

Confederation, the Czech Republic and each of the other non-

EU partner countries, laying down the procedures for the

extension of the common communication network/common

system interface (CCN/CSI) to each of them

No further action

13123/1/99 REV

1 776

Report by the ECOFIN Council to the European Council in

Helsinki on Economic Policy Co-ordination: Review of

Instruments and Experience in Stage 3 of EMU

No further action

5050/00

COM(2000) 15 778

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on the application of the Community system for

fisheries and aquaculture in 1996-1998.

No further action

5215/00

COM(99) 732 780

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of an

Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the

European Community and the Russian Federation extending the

double-checking system without quantitative limits in respect of

the export of certain steel products covered by the EC and ECSC

Treaties from the Russian Federation to the European

Community for the period from 1 January 2000 to 31 December

2001

No further action

5556/00

783

Draft amendment to the Rules of Procedure of the Court of First

Instance

No further action

5702/00

COM(2000) 18 787

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council on a Community energy efficiency labelling programme

for office and communication technology equipment.

No further action

5743/00

COM(2000) 24 788

Proposal for a Council Decision to refer the dispute regarding the

procedure of state registration (renewal of registration) of

medicinal products and related fees in Ukraine to the Co-

operation Council and to determine the position to be adopted by

the Community in the Co-operation Council to settle the dispute

No further action

5769/00

COM(2000 25

AVC 2000/0029

789

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position of the European

Community on the Draft Regulation of the United Nations

Economic Commission for Europe concerning the approval of an

airbag module for a replacement airbag system, a replacement

steering wheel equipped with an airbag module of an approved

type and a replacement airbag system other than that installed in

a steering wheel

No further action

5638/00

COM(2000) 10

(Vol I)

790

Reforming the Commission: Consultative document (Volume I) No further action
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5638/00 ADD1

COM(2000) 10

(Vol II)

791

Reforming the Commission: Action plan (Volume II) No further action

5776/00

COM(2000) 28 792

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: Third Article 14 report on the application of Council

Regulation (EEC) No.218/92 of 27 January 1992 on

administrative co-operation in the field of indirect taxation (VAT)

and Fourth report under Article 12 of Regulation (EEC,

EURATOM) No.1553/89 on VAT collection and control

procedures

No further action

5800/00

COM(2000) 23 793

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: Designing tomorrow’s education; promoting

innovation with new technologies

No further action

5817/00

COM(2000) 30 794

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council regarding public access to documents of the European

Parliament, the Council and the Commission

No further action

5824/00

COM(2000) 11 795

Commission discussion paper: The Commission and non-

governmental organisations: building a stronger partnership

No further action

5826/00

COM(2000) 8 796

European programme for reconstruction and development in

South Africa (Council Regulation No.2259/96) – Annual Report

(1998)

No further action

5911/00

COM(2000) 35 797

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC)

No.737/90 on the conditions governing imports of agricultural

products originating in third countries following the accident at

the Chernobyl nuclear power station

No further action

5900/00

COM(2000) 36 799

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament: Retails payments in the Internal Market

No further action

5951/00

COM(2000 44

final COD

98/0202

801

Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council

establishing a scheme to monitor the average specific emissions

of CO2 from new passenger cars.

No further action

5995/00

COM(20000 17 805

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on the application of Directive 92/51/EEC in

accordance with Article 18 of Directive 92/51/EEC

No further action

6053/00

COM(2000) 61

CNS

807

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion on

behalf of the Community, of the new Convention for the

Protection of the Rhine

No further action

5970/00

COM(2000) 9

2000/0024 CNS

812

Proposal for a Council Decision on the Community position

within the EC-Mexico Joint Council on the implementation of

Articles 3, 4, 5, 6 and 12 of the Interim Agreement

No further action

14261/99

COM(99) 657 813

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and

the Committee of the Regions: Principles and guidelines for the

Community’s audio-visual policy in the digital age

No further action

SEC(2000) 150 –

EN 814

General Budget of the European Union for the financial year

2000

No further action

6047/00

COM(99) 726

2000/0034

(COD)

815

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council regarding the closure and liquidation of projects adopted

by the Commission under Council Regulation (EC) No.213/96 on

the implementation of the European Communities investment

partners financial instrument for the countries of Latin America,

Asia, the Mediterranean region and South Africa

No further action

5540/00

COM(99) 725 816

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Latvia in the Community programme in the field of small and

medium-sized enterprises

No further action

6248/00 Amended proposal for a European Parliament and Council No further action
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COM(2000) 54

1999/0015(COD)

817 Regulation on measures to promote the conservation and

sustainable management of tropical forests and other forests in

developing countries

6191/00

COM(20000) 58 819

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament on Community support for economic

reform programmes and structural adjustment – review and

prospects

No further action

6052/00

COM(2000) 55

99/0020 (COD)

823

Amended proposal for a European Parliament and Council

Regulation on measures to promote the full integration of the

environmental dimension in the development process of

developing countries

No further action

6004/00

798

Relations with Russia - Information on the Presidency's Work

Plan on the implementation of the Common Strategy on Russia

No further action

1607/00

808

Draft Council Decision 1999/…/CFSP amending Decision

1999/319/CFSP implementing Common Position

1999/318/CFSP concerning additional restrictive measures

against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

No further action

5975/1/00 REV 1

809

Council Decision setting up the Interim Military Body No further action

5976/1/00

810

Council Decision on the secondment of national experts in the

military field to the General Secretariat of the Council during an

interim period

No further action

48. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

49. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 7 March
2000 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for
the outside observer.

SP 777, 5047/00, COM(99) 747: Communication from the Commission to the
Council and the European Parliament: Review of the second series of regional
fisheries workshops (1998/1999) and future outlook

50. The Committee noted the comments made in the Explanatory Memorandum to
the effect that the Government strongly supports the regional workshop as
improving the regional dimension of the CFP and increasing the involvement of
the fishing industry in the decision-making process.  The Committee also noted
that the Government would like to see the workshops extended to cover other
major fisheries and made a permanent feature of the CFP. Furthermore, they
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also noted the concerns about the potential for the blurring of the distinction
between the ACF and the regional workshops, and the subsequent request for
clarification from the Commission.

51. Accordingly, the Committee put the following specific comments/questions to
the Executive.  It asked if the Scottish Executive could expand on the
relationship between the ACF and the regional workshops in relation to
consultation. Specifically also:

On Part I of the Communication

Which of the regional workshops did the Scottish Executive attend?
What is the Scottish Executive’s experience of its involvement in the
workshops?  In particular does the Scottish Executive agree with the
Commission’s assessment of the positive and negative aspects of the
workshops?

On Part II of the Communication:

Does the Scottish Executive agree with the Commission proposed
suggestions for action:

•  to improve communication with all the actors involved?
•  to develop a framework for the CFP? In particular, in relation to the

adoption of a multiannual framework for TACs?

What is the Scottish Executive’s experience of the co-ordination meetings
held between national authorities on inspection arrangements?

On the programme of workshops to be held in 2000-01, the Committee noted
which workshops were of particular interest to Scotland.  The
Communication invited Member States to forward their suggestions about
the organisation of the planned workshops and to identify participants.  The
Committee asked for details on what suggestions have been sent by the UK
in relation to the workshops of particular interest to Scotland?

52. The Scottish Executive in their reply stated that:

Part I of the document summarises the progress made by the regional workshops in
1998 and 1999.  Scottish interest is restricted to the Northern pelagic fisheries workshop
(held on 2 and 3 September 1998) and, to a lesser extent, the North Sea Flatfish
workshop (held on 28-29 April 1998).  The Commission restricted national administration
attendance to a single place at these workshops.  As the major stakeholder, the Scottish
Executive represented the UK at the pelagic fisheries workshop.  Scottish scientific
experts also attended the North Sea Flatfish workshop.  Scottish industry representatives
attended both workshops.

The Scottish Executive recognises the positive aspects of these workshops as described
in the Commission Communication, particularly the improved mutual understanding that
was engendered between fishermen, scientists and fishery managers.  However, we also
recognise that, in order that full benefit of these meetings is obtained the workshops
need to be better planned, more specifically;
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•  Care must be taken in ensuring experts are able to communicate their points
clearly to the industry.

•  Meetings should be focussed on a restricted number of issues that are of real
and current concern to the participants.

Meeting these two criteria would go some way to addressing the negative aspects of the
workshops listed in the document.

As regards Part II, the Communication proposes further action on regional workshops.
The Scottish Executive is fully supportive of moves to improve communication and
involvement of all interested parties on the issues facing the fishing industry.

Multi-annual framework for stock conservation: the European Committee specifically
seeks the Scottish Executive’s views on multi-annual Total Allowable Catches.  We
believe that stable catch levels are currently only possible if the TACs are set at very low
levels that would not be acceptable to the industry.  As most stocks are overexploited,
any single year class entering the fishery can have a big effect on sustainable catch
levels – hence it is necessary to reassess the stocks annually (or in a few cases
biannually) and adjust catch levels accordingly.  It should also be recognised that if multi-
annual TACs were established, the result would be wide fluctuations in fishing effort as
fishermen strive to take their quotas under conditions of varying stock abundance.  More
practical would be the establishment of multi-annual targets for fishing effort or fishing
mortality – as is the case for a number of international stocks such as Atlanto-Scandian
Herring and mackerel.  These stocks appear to have benefited from multi-annual
strategies.

Co-ordination meetings on inspection arrangements: the Scottish Fisheries Protection
Agency (SFPA) has recently had involvement in international co-ordination on
enforcement of the blue whiting fishery in EU waters west of the British Isles.  The
Scottish Executive and the SFPA met with the Commission and Irish authorities to
establish a co-ordinated approach to suspected mis-reporting by non-EU Member States
of catches of blue whiting in EU waters.  These arrangements are now in their second
year and seem to have deterred this activity, at least in the Scottish fishery zone.

The SFPA is also currently involved in discussions on the establishment of EU
enforcement of internationally agreed regulations in international waters to the west of
the British Isles and to the north of Norway.  The enforcement programme will begin later
this year, however co-operation between Member States has been positive and will aid
the SFPA in carrying out their obligations.

Future programme of workshops: the Scottish Executive welcomes the proposals to
increase the scope of regional workshops.  The UK made clear its keen interest in this
area of work when the European Commission presented its report to Brussels.  Council
conclusions welcoming the report have been agreed at expert level.

Relations with ACF: as we understand the Commission’s explanation, the regional
workshops will be linked with the Advisory Committee on Fisheries (ACF) for funding
purposes only.  This is reassuring as it implies that:

•  Regional meetings will not be sub-ordinate to the ACF
•  Regional meetings will now become a permanent feature of the CFP

consultation process.

We expect therefore that the ACF will act as the main consultation body for the
Commission on general CFP issues including new regulatory proposals, while the
regional workshops will provide informed industry advice on the specific issues facing
distinct fisheries and ways of improving their management.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 21 MARCH 2000

53. During this the 6th Meeting (2000) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

Scottish

Parliament

Reference

Number

EC Reference

Number

Title Decision

Retain by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

857 6206/00 Draft Instrument concerning a proposal for a

Council Regulation (EC) opening and providing for

the administration of autonomous Community tariff

quotas for certain fishery products

Priority Scrutiny. Consider

appointing reporter to come

back to committee on proposed

course of action and indication

of the importance of document

contents

Referred to another Committee for Routine Scrutiny

837 5119/00 COM(99) 654 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament

and of the Council on undesirable substances and

products in animal nutrition

Routine Scrutiny. Refer to Rural

Affairs Committee.

Referred to another Committee for interest only

804 5971/00 COM(2000)

153

Commission Working Document: The creation of

the EU Internet top level domain

No further action, but send copy

to Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest.

820 6054/00 COM(2000)

47 COD 2000/0035

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council

Decision establishing the list of priority substances

in the field of water policy

No further action, but send copy

to Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest.

824 6057/00 COM(2000)

56

Report from the Commission to the European

Parliament and the Council on the results of the

fourth phase of SLIM

No further action, but send copy

to Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest.

829 6055/00 COM(2000) 1 Communication from the Commission on the

precautionary principle

No further action, but send copy

to Transport and Environment

Committee and Rural Affairs

Committee for their interest

832 5643/00 COM(2000) 6 Communication from the Commission to the

Council, the European Parliament, the Economic

and Social Committee and the Committee of the

Regions: Towards a European Research Area

No further action, but send copy

to Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest.

834 6232/00 COM(2000)

42 2000/0040 (COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament

and of the Council amending Council Directive

70/220/EEC concerning measures to be taken

against air pollution by emissions from motor

vehicles

No further action, but send copy

to Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest.

835 6273/00 COM(2000)

81

Commission report on the application of the export

prohibition clause, Article 7(1) of the Directive on

investor-compensation schemes (97/9/EC)

No further action, but send copy

to Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest.

838 5795/00 COM(2000)

26

Commission report on economic reform: Report on

the functioning of Community product and capital

markets

No further action, but send copy

to Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest.

839 6076/00 SEC(2000)

190

Commission staff working paper: Report on the

functioning of Community product and capital

No further action, but send copy

to Enterprise and Lifelong
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markets Learning Committee for their

interest.

Deferred to a subsequent Committee meeting

653 Proposal for a Council Directive on the right to

family reunification

Defer, seek clarification of

further issues from Scottish

Executive

659 14114/99 COM(99)

608 99/246 CNS

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending

Regulation (EC) No 1255/1999 on the common

organisation of the market in milk and milk products

Defer, seek clarification of

further issues from Scottish

Executive

768 5635/00 COM(99) 686 Proposal for a Council Decision creating a

European Refugee Fund

Defer, seek clarification of

further issues from Scottish

Executive

No further action

678 5091/00 COM(99) 717

99/0284

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending

Regulation No 3448/93 laying down the trade

arrangements applicable to certain goods resulting

form the processing of agricultural products

No further action

695 5118/00 COM(99) 664 Proposal for a Council Regulation providing for the

general rules for a compulsory beef labelling system

No further action

800 12073/2/99 REV 2 Draft Council Decision on the full application of the

Schengen acquis in Greece

No further action

803 5966/00 COM(2000)

40

Communication from the Commission to the Council

and the European Parliament on the External

Service

No further action

806 6042/00 COM(2000)

49

Communication from the Commission to the Council

on Operational Conclusions EU Stabilisation and

Association process for countries of south-eastern

Europe: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the former

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Albania

No further action

821 6078/00 COM(2000)

59

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive

68/193/EEC on the marketing of material for the

vegetative propagation of the vine

No further action

822 5297/00 COM(2000)

57

Communication from the Commission to the

Council, the European Parliament, the Economic

and Social Committee and the Committee of the

Regions on communications strategy in the last

phases of the completion of EMU, accompanied by

a Commission staff working paper entitled: 2002:

Nothing But the Euro

No further action (copy to Bruce

Crawford)

830 6337/00 Council Decision extending Decision 91/482/EEC

on the association of the overseas countries and

territories with the European Economic Community

No further action

833 6230/00 ENV 41 White Paper on environmental liability No further action (copy to Sylvia

Jackson

840 6133/00 Special Report No.6/99 of the Court of Auditors

concerning the principle of additionality

No further action (but

incorporate into proposed

Inquiry into European Structural

Funds)

842 6284/00 COM(2000)

84

19th report from the Commission on the

implementation in 1995/1996 of Regulation (EEC)

3820/85 on the harmonisation of certain social

legislation relating to road transport

No further action

843 6304/00 Special Report No.9/99 of the Court of Auditors

concerning research activities in the field of

agriculture and fisheries - FAIR programme

(Fisheries, Agriculture and Agro-Industrial

No further action
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Research)

844 6305/00 Special Report No.8/99 of the Court of Auditors on

securities and guarantees provided for in the

Community Customs Code to protect the collection

of traditional own resources

No further action

845 6306/00 Special Report No.5/99 of the Court of Auditors on

the Phare Cross-Border Co-operation programme

(1994-1998)

No further action (copy to Ben

Wallace)

846 6343/00 Strategic objectives 2000-2005 No further action (but copy to

committee members before visit

to EU institutions)

847 6344/00 COM(2000)

155

The Commission’s work programme for 2000 No further action (but copy to

committee members before visit

to EU institutions)

848 6345/00 COM(2000)

91

5th report from the Commission on the quantitative

quotas and surveillance measures applicable to

certain non-textile products originating in the

People’s Republic of China

No further action

849 6408/00 COM(2000)

74

First Commission Report to the European

Parliament and the Council on the implementation

of the own funds Directive (89/299/EEC).

No further action

850 6459/00 COM(2000)

95 CNS 2000/42

Proposal for a Council Regulation on support to

bodies set up by the international community after

conflicts either to take charge of the interim civilian

administration of certain regions or to implement

peace agreements

No further action

851 6487/00 ECB Recommendation on the external auditors of

the national central banks

No further action

852 6510/00 COM(2000)

90

Proposal for a Council Decision on the total amount

of Community aid for the eradication of classical

swine fever in the Netherlands in 1997

No further action

853 13835/99 SEC(99)

685

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a

definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of

furfuraldehyde originating in the People’s Republic

of China

No further action

854 5604/00 COM(2000)

41

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a

definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of certain

seamless pipes and tubes of iron or non-alloy steel

originating in Croatia and Ukraine and collecting

definitively the provisional duty imposed

No further action

855 5686/00 COM(2000)

43

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a

definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of dead-

burned (sintered) magnesia originating in the

People’s Republic of China

No further action

856 6077/00 COM(2000)

64

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Decision

95/513/EEC on the equivalence of seed potatoes

produced in third countries and Decision

95/514/EEC on the equivalence of field inspections

carried out in third countries on seed-producing

crops and on the equivalence of seed produced in

third countries

No further action

862 6124/00 Report to the Council on joint customs surveillance

operations carried out in 1999

No further action

863 6283/00 Draft Council Recommendation on voluntary return No further action

802 5962/00 SEC(2000)

168

EU Stabilisation and Association process for

countries of south-eastern Europe – Compliance

with the Council Conclusions of 29 April 1997 &

No further action
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21/22 June 1999 – Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Croatia, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the

former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and

Albania.

825 6250/00 Draft Council Decision on the rules applicable to

national experts in the military field on secondment

to the General Secretariat of the Council during the

interim period

No further action

826 11350/99 European Union Annual Report on Human Rights

(1998 - 1999)

No further action (copy to

Dennis Canavan)

859 5434/00 Relations with Ukraine - Information on the

Presidency's Work Plan on the Implementation of

the Common Strategy on Ukraine

No further action

738 5706/00 COPEN 2 Draft Convention on mutual assistance in criminal

matters between the Member States of the

European Union - data protection

No further action

828 6296/00 COPEN 10

COMIX 176

Draft Convention on mutual assistance in criminal

matters between the Member States of the

European: data protection

No further action

831 12381/4/99 REV 4

CRIMORG 154

Draft European Union Action Plan on common

action for the Russian Federation on combating

organised crime

No further action

836 6297/00 COPEN 11

COMIX 177

Draft Convention on mutual assistance in criminal

matters between the Member States of the

European Union - Council Act establishing the

Convention Entry into force for Norway and Iceland

No further action

841 9423/5/99 REV 5

CRIMORG 80

The prevention and control of organised crime: A

European Union Strategy for the beginning of the

new Millennium

No further action

858 6640/00 Draft convention on mutual assistance in criminal

matters between the Member States of the

European Union - Article 18(3) (interception of

telecommunications)

No further action

860 5485/00 Assessment of the implementation of the joint MoU

between customs authorities and business

organisations in combating drug trafficking

No further action

861 5488/00 Evaluation of the implementation of the Council

Resolution of 29 November 1996 on the drawing up

of police/customs agreements in the fight against

drugs

No further action

827 COM(2000) 34 Adapting the Institutions to make a success of

Enlargement: Commission Opinion in accordance

with Article 48 of the Treaty on European Union on

the calling of a Conference of Representatives of

the Governments of the Member States to amend

the Treaties

No further action (copy to Ben

Wallace)

54. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). No such documents were discussed during this meeting.
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Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

55. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 21 March
2000 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for
the outside observer.

SP 857, 6206/00: Draft Instrument concerning a proposal for a Council Regulation
(EC) opening and providing for the administration of autonomous Community tariff
quotas for certain fishery products

56. The Committee asked the Scottish Executive for their views on the above-
mentioned document. The Scottish Executive replied accordingly.

The EM supplied by Whitehall covers the background and policy implications of this
proposal and related Regulations.  SERAD officials have been fully involved in
discussions with MAFF on the issues involved, and agreed the UK line that was put
forward at the EU Council Working Group meetings.

The Executive drew Committee Members’ attention to Paragraph 2 of the Whitehall EM.
This indicates the agreed increases in various quotas.  These increases are mainly a
result of moves towards tariff duty suspensions (Article 28 of EC Regulation 104/2000),
and multi-annual ATQs (as agreed by the December 1999 Fisheries Council) which
came into effect in 2001.  Of note to Scotland are the increases of 15,000 tonnes in the
cod quota (Order No. 09.2573), and the absence of any change to the quota for
unprocessed, whole herring (Order No. 09.2788), as these species are an important part
of the incomes of our fishermen and processors.

The increase in the cod quota is acceptable, given the need to make the transition
towards the cod suspension already agreed for 2001, and should not impact unduly on
Scottish catchers.  Only 60% of the UK’s quota for cod was caught in 1999, requiring
Scotland’s processors to import large amounts of cod from abroad.  The cod quota for
2000 was subsequently set at 61% of the quota for 1999, so even if Scotland’s catchers
land the total allowed to them, there will still be a need for Scottish processors to import
similar amounts of cod as last year.

A 20,000 tonne ATQ for herring in 2000, the same level as in 1999, was also deemed
acceptable as this should ensure continuity for the Scottish pelagic fishing industry, with
the introduction of multi-annual ATQs at the same level in 2001 having been agreed at
December’s Fisheries Council.

SP 837, 5119/00, COM(99)654: Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament
and of the Council on undesirable substances and products in animal nutrition

57. The Committee noted the background to this proposal, namely that the recent
dioxin crisis highlighted weaknesses in existing Community legislation for
animal feedingstuffs in order to guarantee full safety of the feed and food chain
and that, accordingly, the Council requested the Commission to submit a work
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programme to adapt animal nutrition legislation. This proposal is one item in the
legislative programme prepared by the Commission.

58. The Committee noted that the Explanatory Memorandum supplied by MAFF
suggested, however, that the Commission proposal would not have prevented
the Belgian contamination incident, and that it had therefore asked the
Commission to submit a risk assessment to substantiate its proposal.
Furthermore, the UK government suggested that it would request an opinion
from the Advisory Committee on Animal Feedingstuffs and that it would consult
with interested parties.

59. Therefore, the Committee asked the Executive whether they could be kept
informed of the progress made in relation to these courses of action, as well as
providing general information relevant to a Scottish policy context. The
Executive replied that:

… the Food Standards Agency, Scotland, had considered the implications of the
proposal and has the following comments on the discussions of the EU Council Working
Group meetings.  The Executive pointed out that there was, however, no specific
Scottish angle.

In connection with the request by the Government to the Commission to submit a risk
assessment to substantiate its proposal for the prohibition of blending down (Articles 3.2
and Article 5). the Executive submitted that in their view the requested risk assessment
was unlikely to be carried out, as the Commission believes there is a strong enough case
based on the precautionary principle behind its proposal.  However, in their views, there
is no scientific evidence to justify prohibition of blending down, in terms of carry over into
milk and food.

The UK has argued that the proposed ban and reduction effective in maximum permitted
levels for Annex II contaminants are not proportionate, will be costly to enforce, pose
problems for the feed manufacturers and adversely affect Third Country trade.

By way of compromise, the Presidency has suggested a two-tier approach whereby the
prohibition on blending down would be restricted to those contaminants that had a direct
effect on human health.  Some Member States have attempted to identify such
contaminants, but bearing in mind the misgivings of major players, in particular the UK,
France and Italy, it seems unlikely that a compromise will be reached quickly.

60. Following a short exchange of correspondence, the Executive also agreed to
keep the Committee informed of the progress made in relation to these courses
of action.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 4 APRIL 2000

61. During this the 7th Meeting (2000) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

EC Reference

Number

Scottish

Parliament

Reference

Number

Title Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for Routine Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for interest only

5507/00

COM(2000) 51 864

Green Paper from the Commission: Legal aid in civil

matters: The problems confronting the cross-border

litigant

No further action, but copy to

Justice and Home Affairs

Committee for their interest

6390/00

876

Proposal for a Council Regulation supplementing the

Annex to Commission Regulation (EC) No 1107/96 on

the registration of geographical indications and

designations of origin under the procedure laid down in

Article 17 of Regulation (EEC) no 2081/92

No further action, but copy to

Rural Affairs Committee for their

interest

COM(1999) 657

884

Communication from the Commission to the Council,

the European Parliament, the Economic and Social

Committee and the Committee of the Regions:

Principles and Guidelines for the Community’s Audio-

visual Policy in the Digital Age

No further action, but copy to

Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest

6858/00

COM(2000) 98 887

Report from the Commission to the Council on the

application of Article 7 of Council Directive 86/362/EEC

and Article 4 of Council Directive 90/62/EEC concerning

the monitoring of pesticide residues

No further action, but copy to

Health and Community Care

Committee and Rural Affairs

Committee for their interest

6670/00

COM(2000) 106 891

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council

Directive amending Directive 95/50/EC on uniform

procedures for checks on the transport of dangerous

goods by road

No further action, but copy to

Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest

Deferred to a subsequent Committee meeting

No further action

6379/00

COM(2000) 27 865

Proposal for a Council Regulation listing the third

countries whose nationals must be in possession of

visas when crossing the external borders and those

whose nationals are exempt from that requirement

No further action

6511/00

COM(2000) 80 COD

2000/43

866

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament

and of the Council amending Directives 78/660/EEC

and 83/349/EEC as regards the valuation rules for the

annual and consolidated accounts of certain types of

companies

No further action

6641/00

COM(2000) 99 867

Report from the Commission on the third report on the

implementation of Council Regulation (EEC)

No.3577/92 applying the principle of freedom to provide

services to maritime transport within Member States

(maritime cabotage)(1997-1998)

No further action

6355/00

SEC(00) 229 869

Request for the non-automatic carryover from 1999 to

2000 of non-differentiated appropriations

No further action

6356/00

SEC(00) 248 870

Request for non-automatic carryover from 1999 to 2000

– European Centre for the Development of Vocational

Training (CEDEFOP)

No further action

6631/1/REV 1 Contribution of the Council (ECOFIN) to the Special No further action
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COM(2000) 80 COD

2000/43

873 Lisbon European Council on employment, economic

reforms and social cohesion – 23/24 March 2000

6282/00

COM(2000) 85 875

6th VAT Directive: Request for a derogation submitted

by Ireland, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom

(Article 27 procedure) - Extension of certain Decisions

No further action

6482/00

COM(2000) 76 877

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directives

69/169/EEC and 92/12/EEC as regards temporary

quantitative restrictions on beer imports into Finland

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation

(EEC) No 918/83 as regards a temporary derogation for

duty-free imports of beer into Finland

No further action

6524/00

COM(2000) 94 COD

1997/0264

878

Council common position regarding the proposal for a

Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

on the approximation of laws of the Member States

relating to insurance against civil liability in respect of

the use of motor vehicles and amending Directives

73/239/EEC and 88/357/EEC (fourth Motor Insurance

Directive) - Opinion of the Commission on the

European Parliament's amendments Commission's

amended proposal

No further action

6578/00

COM(2000) 104 879

Communication from the Commission to the Council

and the European Parliament: Review of SLIM: Simpler

Legislation for the Internal Market

No further action

6579/00

SEC(2000) 336 880

Commission Staff Working Paper: Review of SLIM:

Background material to Commission communication

COM(2000) 154

No further action

881

Annual Report on Structural Reforms 2000 No further action

6743/00

COM(2000) 110 883

Communication from the Commission to the Council.

The European Parliament, the Economic and Social

Committee and the Committee of the Regions –

Taxation of aircraft fuel

No further action

5970/00 COR 1

COM(2000) 9 final 4 885

Communication from the Commission to the Council

and the European Parliament accompanying the final

text of the draft decisions by the EC-Mexico Joint

Council on Proposal for a Council Decision on the

Community position within the EC-Mexico Joint Council

on the implementation of Articles 3, 4, 5, 6 and 12 of

the Interim Agreement

No further action

6778/00

COM(2000) 108 886

Report from the Commission: Operational co-ordination

between the Community and the Member States of the

European Union in the field of development co-

operation

No further action

6847/00

COM(2000) 122 888

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation

No 2505/96 opening and providing for the

administration of autonomous Community tariff quotas

for certain agricultural and industrial products

No further action

OJ L 40 Vol 43

890

Final adoption of the General Budget of the European

Union for the Financial Year 2000

No further action

6671/00

COM(2000) 112 892

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251

(2)(c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament's

amendment to the Council's common position regarding

the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament

and of the Council on the harmonisation of examination

requirements for safety advisers for the transport of

dangerous goods by road, rail or inland waterways

amending the proposal of the Commission pursuant to

No further action
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Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty

6708/00

COM(2000) 115 893

Report from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament relative to the implementation of

Council Decision 98/729/EC of 14 December 1998

amending Decision 97/256/EC so as to extend the

Community guarantee granted to the European

Investment Bank to cover loans for projects in Bosnia

and Herzegovina

No further action

6752/00

COM(2000) 83 894

Commission Report on the implementation in 1999 of

Commission Decision No 2496/96/ECSC of 18

December 1996 establishing Community rules for State

Aid to the steel industry (Steel Aid Code)

No further action

6672/00

COM(2000) 117 895

Amended proposal for a European Parliament and

Council Regulation on the distribution of permits for

heavy goods vehicles travelling in Switzerland

No further action

5356/00

COM(2000) 107 898

Summary report on the communications by the Member

States on their inspection activities and findings and

questions of principle relating to traditional own

resources - 1998 (Article 17(3) of Council Regulation

(EEC), Euratom) No 1552/89

No further action

6302/00

COM(2000) 200 Vol. I 899

Reforming the Commission - Part I, Vol. I No further action

6302/00 ADD 1

COM(2000) 200 Vol.

II

900

Reforming the Commission - Part II – Action Plan (Vol.

II)

No further action

6777/00

COM(2000) 96 901

Opinion of the Commission on the European

Parliament's amendments to the Council's common

position regarding the proposal for a Regulation of the

European Parliament and of the Council on substances

that deplete the ozone layer

No further action

5989/00

868

Council Common Position suspending, for a limited

period, Article 4 of Common Position 1999/318/CFSP

concerning restrictive measures against the Federal

Republic of Yugoslavia and repealing Common Position

98/426/CFSP

No further action

6373/00

871

Council Decision on the rules applicable to national

experts in the military field on secondment to the

General Secretariat of the Council during the interim

period

No further action

6687/00

874

Draft Council Decision supplementing Decision

1998/627/CFSP concerning a specific action of the

Union in the field of assistance for mine clearance

No further action

6042/00 COR 1

COM(2000) 49 final 2 889

Communication from the Commission to the Council on

operational conclusion EU stabilisation and Association

process for countries of south-eastern Europe

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Federal Republic of

Yugoslavia, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

and Albania

No further action

6836/00

COPEN 18 872

Draft Convention on mutual assistance in criminal

matters between the Member States of the European

Union

No further action

6072/00

882

Information on a procedure in accordance with Article 5

paragraph 1 of Joint Action adopted by the Council on

17 June 1997 on the basis of the former Article K.3 of

the Treaty on the European Union concerning

information exchange, risk assessment and the control

by new synthetic drugs – MBDB

No further action
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62. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

63. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. On this occasion, no correspondence has been entered into
for the documents considered during this meeting.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 2 MAY 2000

64. During this the 8th Meeting (2000) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

EC Reference

Number

Scottish

Parliament

Reference

Number

Title Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for Routine Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for interest only

6669/00

COM(2000) 105

896 Commission report on the implementation of Regulation

(EEC) No 3118/93 laying down the conditions under which

non-resistant carriers may operate national road haulage

services within a Member State

No further action, but copy to

Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest

6914/00

COM(2000)88

904 Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament on EU policies and measures to

reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Towards a European

Climate Change Programme (ECCP)

No further action, but copy to

Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest

6915/00

COM (2000) 87

905 Green Paper on greenhouse gas emissions trading within

the European Union

No further action, but copy to

Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest

6716/00

COM(2000) 79

906 Communication from the Commission:-Social trends:

prospects and challenges

No further action, but copy to

Equal Opportunities

Committee for their interest

6732/00

COM(2000) 113

907 REPORT-Industrial relations in Europe-2000: EDITORIAL No further action, but copy to

Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee and

Equal Opportunities

Committee for their interest

6868/00

COM(2000) 120

908 Report from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee on the

implementation of Council Recommendation 96/694 of 2

December 1996 on the balanced participation of women and

men in the decision-making process

No further action, but copy to

Equal Opportunities

Committee for their interest

6814/00

COM(2000) 123

909 Report from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee of the

Regions -"Equal opportunities for women and men in the

European Union 1999"

No further action, but copy to

Equal Opportunities

Committee for their interest

7083/00

COM(2000) 134

910 Proposal for a Council Decision setting up a Social

Protection Committee

No further action, but copy to

Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest

5799/00

COM(1999)658

926 Communication from the Commission concerning a proposal

for a programme in support of the audio-visual industry

(MEDIA Plus-2001-2005)

No further action, but copy to

Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest

7213/00

COM(2000) 146

2000/0063 (ACC)

938 Proposal for a Council Decision on the Community position

to be adopted on certain proposals submitted to the eleventh

meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention

on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna

and Flora (CITES), Gigiri, Kenya, 10 - 20 April 2000

No further action, but copy to

Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest

6304/00 ADD1 944 Special Report No.9/99 of the Court of Auditors concerning

research activities in the field of agriculture and fisheries -

No further action, but copy to

Rural Affairs Committee for
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FAIR programme (Fisheries, Agriculture and Agro-Industrial

Research)

their interest

7014/00

COM(2000) 125

949 Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee

and the Committee of the Regions on Priorities in EU road

safety: progress report and ranking of actions

No further action, but copy to

Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest

7298/00

COM(2000) 144

952 Commission Working Document with a view to the

discussions within the Council on the creation of the

European Aviation Safety Authority in the Community

framework

No further action, but copy to

Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest

7292/00

COM(2000) 165

954 Interim Report from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee

and the Committee of the Regions on the implementation of

the programme of Community action on health promotion,

education, information and training (1996 – 2000).

No further action, but copy to

Health and Community Care

Committee for their interest

6714/00

COM(2000) 79

955 Preparation for the extraordinary European Council in Lisbon

on 23/24 March 2000: - Commission communication on

Community policies in support of employment

No further action, but copy to

Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest

7589/00

COM(2000) 121

959 Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Regulation

amending Council Regulation (EEC) No.3922/91 on the

harmonisation of technical requirements and administrative

procedures in the field of civil aviation

No further action, but copy to

Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest

7595/00

COM(2000) 140

960 Commission Report to the European Parliament and the

Council on the experience acquired in the application of

Directive 92/59/EEC on general product safety

No further action, but copy to

Health and Community Care

Committee for their interest

Deferred to a subsequent Committee meeting

No further action

6629/00

COM(2000) 77

(Vol. I,II,III)

897 Commission proposal on the prices for agricultural products

(2000/2001)

No further action

6978/00

COM(2000) 130

902 Commission report entitled: "eEUROPE – an Information

Society for All; progress report for the Special European

Council on Employment, Economic reforms and Social

Cohesion: "Towards a Europe based on Innovation and

Knowledge"

No further action

6990/00

COM(2000) 127

903 Commission report to the Council and the European

Parliament on consumer complaints in respect of distance

selling and comparative advertising (Article 17 of Directive

97/7/EC on distance contracts and Article 2 of Directive

97/55/EC on comparative advertising)

No further action

6782/00

COM(2000) 93

911 Technical adjustment of the financial perspective for 2001 in

line with movements in GNP and prices

No further action

6849/00

COM(2000) 124

912 Commission Opinion on a recommendation of the European

Central Bank for a Council Regulation concerning the limits

and conditions for capital increases of the European Central

Bank - further calls of foreign reserves assets by the

European Central Bank

No further action

6117/00

COM(2000) 103

913 Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC)

No 2398/97 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on

imports of cotton-type bed linen originating in Egypt, India

and Pakistan

No further action

14281/99

COM(1999) 590

914 Protecting the Communities' financial interests and the fight

against fraud-Annual Report 1998

No further action

6039/00

COMIX 150

916 Draft Council Decision on the establishment of a Financial

Regulation SISNET

No further action

6303/00 917 Special Report No 7/99 of the Court of Auditors concerning No further action
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Report No 7/99 the development of industrial sites.

6710/00

Report No 2/2000

918 Special Report No 2/2000 of the Court of Auditors on aid

given by the European Union to Bosnia-Herzegovina with a

view to restoring peace and the rule of law

No further action

6797/00

COM(2000) 133

919 Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2) of the

EC Treaty on the European Parliament’s amendments to the

Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a

Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on

combating late payment in commercial transactions

No further action

5957/00

COM(00) 50

920 Communication form the Commission to the Council on

"Developing closer relations between Indonesia and the

European Union".

No further action

7012/00

COM(2000) 129

921 Proposal for a Council Regulation suspending certain

concessions set out in the Europe Agreement establishing

an Association between the European Communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of

Latvia, of the other part

No further action

6938/00

COM(2000) 131

922 Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position in

the Association Council on the implementation of Article 79

of the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an

Association between the European Communities and their

Member States, of the one part and the Kingdom of

Morocco, of the other part.

No further action

6981/00

COM(2000) 86

923 Commission communication to the Council, the European

Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee of the

Regions entitled "The European positions for the World

Radiocommunications Conference 2000 (WRC-2000"

No further action

2064/00 925 Commission and Council Decision- Conclusion of seven

agreements with the Swiss Confederation

No further action

SEC (99) 1973 927 Transfer of Appropriations Nos. 54-68 & 70-73/99 No further action

6220/00 930 Composition and statutes of the Economic Policy Committee No further action

7217/00 936 Initiative of the Grand-Duchy of Luxembourg with a view to

the adoption of a Council Decision establishing a procedure

for amending Articles 40(4) and (5), 41(7) and 65(2) of the

Convention implementing the Schengen Agreement of 14

June 1985 on the gradual abolition of checks at common

borders.

No further action

7072/00

COM(2000) 147

937 Commission report on the measures to implement Article

299(2) - The outermost regions of the European Union

No further action

7401/00

COM(2000) 164

941 Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing certain

concessions in the form of Community tariff quotas for

certain agricultural products and providing for an adjustment,

as an autonomous and transitional measure, of certain

agricultural concessions provided for in the Europe

Agreement with Estonia

No further action

7332/00 945 Special Report No.5/2000 from the Court of Auditors on the

Court of Justice’s expenditure on buildings (Annex buildings

Erasmus, Thomas More and Annex C)

No further action

7410/00

COM(2000) 161

AVC 2000/0061

951 Proposal for a Council Decision on the accession of the

European Community to United Nations Economic

Commission for Europe Regulation No.104 on the approval

of retroflecting markings for heavy and long vehicles and

their trailers

No further action

7569/00

COM(2000) 183

958 The PHARE Programme - Annual Report 1998 No further action

7038/00 934 Draft Joint Action on a European assistance programme to

support the Palestinian Authority in its efforts to counter

No further action
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terrorist activities emanating from the territories under its

control

SN 2436/00 935 Draft Council Common Position of April 2000 extending and

amending Common Position 96/636/CFSP on

Burma/Myanmar

No further action

7383/00

6813/00

940 Draft Council Common Position relating to the 2000 Review

Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons

No further action

11636/3/99 928 Draft Council Decision concerning arrangements for co-

operation between financial intelligence units of the Member

States in respect of exchanging information

No further action

7046/00 929 Draft Convention on mutual assistance in criminal matters

between the Member States of the European Union

No further action

7615/00

COPEN 25

932 Draft Convention on mutual assistance in criminal matters

between the Member States of the European Union

No further action

7760/00

COPEN 27

933 Draft Convention on mutual assistance in criminal matters

between the Member States of the European Union

No further action

65. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

66. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. On this occasion, no correspondence has been entered into
for the documents considered during this meeting.
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MEETINGS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE,
16 MAY 2000 – 19 SEPTEMBER 2000 INCLUSIVE

67. The agendas for the 9th to 16th Meetings (2000) of the European Committee
contained no EC/EU documents for scrutiny. This was due to the priority
afforded to the Committee’s then inquiry into European Structural Funds1 and to
its Inquiry into proposed changes to the football transfer fee regime2. During this
period, parliamentary officials were charged by the Committee to review any
EC/EU documents received on their behalf and to bring any urgent matters to
the attention of the Committee.

                                           
1 European Committee, 6th Report (2000), Report of the Inquiry into European Structural Funds and their
implementation in Scotland, SP Paper 210, Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh
2 European Committee, 5th Report (2000), Report on the Inquiry into football transfer fees and the position of
the European Commission, SP Paper 196, Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 3 OCTOBER 2000

68. During this the 17th Meeting (2000) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

Scottish

Parliament

Reference

Number

EC Reference

Number

Title Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for Routine Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for interest only

1103

8799/00

COM(2000) 301

final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European

Parliament and of the Council establishing a system for the

identification and registration of bovine animals and

regarding the labelling of beef and beef products and

repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 820/97

Copy to Rural Affairs

Committee

1273

10382/00

COM(2000) 334

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending Council Directive 76/207/EEC on the

implementation of the principle of equal treatment for men

and women as regards access to employment, vocational

training and promotion, and working conditions

Copy to Equal Opportunities

Committee

1176

9339/00

Council Directive implementing the principle of equal

treatment between persons irrespective of racial or ethnic

origin

Copy to Equal Opportunities

Committee

1097

8557/00

COM(2000) 284

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee

and the Committee of the Regions: Towards a barrier-free

Europe for people with disabilities

Copy to Equal Opportunities

Committee

968

6715/00

COM(2000) 79

Communication from the Commission: Building an inclusive

Europe

Copy to Equal Opportunities

Committee

1199

9824/00

COM(2000) 376

final

Fifth Report from the Commission on the implementation of

the Decision on the provision of Community interest

subsidies on loans for small and medium-sized enterprises

extended by the European Investment Bank under its

temporary lending facility (the SME facility)

Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee

1098

8568/00

COM(2000) 266

final

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament

and the Council: Growth and Employment Initiative:

Measures on financial assistance for innovative and job-

creating Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SME’s) - as

at 31 December 1999.

Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee

1095

8307/00

Communication from the Commission to the European

Parliament, the Council, the Economic and Social

Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee



European Committee 4th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)55

COM (2000) 257

final

Committee and the Committee of the Regions: 2000

Review of the Internal Market Strategy.

1065

8309/00

Special Report No 6/2000 of the Court of Auditors

concerning the granting by the Community of interest

subsidies on loans by the European Investment Bank to

small and medium-sized enterprises, through its temporary

lending facility.

Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee

1099

8585/00

COM(2000) 139

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on general product safety

Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee

1109

8305/00

EU Action Plan on Drugs
Copy to Social Inclusion

Committee

1122

8882/00

COM(2000) 179

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council establishing requirements and harmonised

procedures for the safe loading and unloading of bulk

carriers

Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee

1222

9578/00

COM(2000) 368

final

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of

the Council establishing a programme of Community action

to encourage cooperation between Member States to

combat social exclusion

Copy to Social Inclusion

Committee

1226

9448/00

Common position adopted by the Council with a view to the

adoption of a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on the approximation of the laws, regulations

and administrative provisions of the Member States

concerning the manufacture, presentation and sale of

tobacco products

Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee

1233

10003/00

COM(2000) 400

final

Report from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament on the experience gained in the

application of Council Directive 90/313/EEC of 7June 1990,

on freedom of access to information on the environment.

Copy to Transport and

Environment Committee

1274

10131/00

COM(2000) 428

final 1999/0244

(COD)

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council on the approximation on the

laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the

Member States concerning the manufacture, presentation

and sale of tobacco products

Copy to Health and

Community Care Committee

983

7245/00

COM(2000) 142

Communication from the Commission to the European

Parliament and the Council on the safety of the seaborne oil

trade, including:

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending Council Directive 95/21/EC

concerning the enforcement, in respect of shipping using

Community ports and sailing the waters under the

jurisdiction of the Member States, of international standards

for ship safety, pollution prevention and shipboard living

and working conditions port (State control)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending Council Directive 94/57/EC on

Copy to Transport and

Environment Committee
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common rules and standards for ship inspection and survey

organisations and for the relevant activities of maritime

administrations

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and

of the Council on the accelerated phasing-in of double hull

or equivalent design requirements for single hull oil tankers

1013

7946/00

COM(2000) 236

cod 98/0249

Opinion of the Commission on the European Parliament’s

amendments to the Council’s common position regarding

the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and

of the Council on port reception facilities for ship-generated

waste and cargo residues.

Copy to Transport and

Environment Committee

1023

8136/00

COM(2000) 247

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee

and the Committee of the Regions: Action Plan to Improve

Energy Efficiency in the European Community.

Copy to Transport and

Environment Committee

1096

8525/00

COM(2000) 222

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on the approximation of the laws of the Member

States relating to food supplements

Copy to Health and

Community Care Committee

1216

8756/00

COM(2000) 285

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee

and the Committee of the Regions on the health strategy of

the European Community.  Decision of the European

Parliament and of the Council adopting a programme of

Community action in the field of public health (2001-2006)

Copy to Health and

Community Care Committee

Deferred to a subsequent Committee meeting

1039

7908/00

COM(2000)

177 final

2000/82 (CNS)

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion on

behalf of the European Community of the 1998 Protocol to

the 1979 Convention on Long Range Transboundary Air

Pollution on Heavy Metals.

Defer

1056

7939/00

COM(2000)

205 final

Eighth survey on State aid in the European Union.
Defer

1158

9439/00

COM(2000)

278 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the common

organisation of the market in rice.  Proposal for a Council

Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1251/1999

establishing a support system for producers of certain

arable crops, in order to include rice

Defer

1235

10060/00

COM(2000)

320final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending Council Directive 96/22/EC

concerning the prohibition on the use in stockfarming of

certain substances having a hormonal or thyrostatic action

and beta-agonists

Defer
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1300

Brussels

26/07/00

Com(2000)

495 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and

the European Parliament. Mutual Recognition of Final

Decision in Criminal Matters

Defer

1006

7952/00

DROIPEN 14

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the

environment through criminal law

Defer

1041

8134/00

COM(2000)

256 final

Communication from the Commission on challenges for

enterprise policy in the knowledge-driven economy

accompanied by a proposal for a Council Decision on a

Multiannual Programme for Enterprise and

Entrepreneurship (2001-2005).

Defer

1066

8330/00

COM(2000)

239 final

Communication from the Commission on the results of the

public consultation on the 1999 Communications Review

and Orientations for the new Regulatory Framework.

Defer

1091

8134/00

COM (00) 256

final

Corrigendum to document COM (00) 256 final
Defer

1092

7426/00

COM(2000)

272 final

Preparation for a mid term review of the multi-annual

guidance programmes (MAGP)

Defer

1136

8261/00

COM(2000)

273 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending, for the

second time, Regulation (EC) No 2742/1999 fixing for

2000 the fishing opportunities and associated conditions

for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks, applicable

in Community waters and, for Community vessels, in

waters where limitations in catch are required and

amending Regulation (EC) No 66/98

Defer

1144

8938/00

Council Decision on setting up a EUROJUST team
Defer

1146

8777/00

Communication from the Federal Republic of Germany -

Initiative by the Federal Republic of Germany regarding a

Decision on setting up a EUROJUST team

Defer

1169

8264/00

COM(2000)

338 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending, for the third

time, Regulation (EC) No 2742/1999 fixing for 2000 the

fishing opportunities and associated conditions for certain

fish stocks and groups of fish stocks and groups of fish

stocks, applicable in Community waters and, for

Community vessels, in waters where limitations in catch

are required, and amending Regulation (EC) No 66/98

Defer
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1192

9386/00

Report to the European Council at Santa Maria da Feira

on integrating environmental issues and sustainable

development into the Common Fisheries Policy

Defer

1224

9737/00

Programme of measures to implement the principle of

mutual recognition of decisions in criminal matters

Defer

1225

9440/00

COM(2000)

378 final

Proposal for a Council Decision regulating the use of

material presenting risks as regards transmissible

spongiform encephalopathies and amending Decision

94/474/EC

Defer

1236

10233/00

COM

(2000)431 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council on

the consultations undertaken by the Commission with the

aim of resolving the banana dispute

Defer

1240

10004/00

COM(2000)

402 final COD

2000/0169

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on public access to environmental information

Defer

1242

9828/00

COM(2000)

364 final

Communication from the Commission to the European

Parliament and Council "Towards a safer and more

competitive high-quality road transport system in the

Community

Defer

1249

9903/00

Communication from the French Republic. Initiative of the

French Republic with a view to the adoption  of a

Framework Decision on the identification, tracing, freezing,

seizing and confiscation of instrumentalities and the

proceeds from crime

Defer

1255

9896/00

Draft initiative by the French Republic for the adoption of a

Council Directive on mutual recognition of decisions

concerning expulsion of third-country nationals

Defer

1259

10354/00

Communication from the Governments of the Portuguese

Republic, the French Republic, the Kingdom of Sweden,

and the Kingdom of Belgium. Initiative by the Governments

of the Portuguese Republic, the French Republic, the

Kingdom of Sweden and the Kingdom of Belgium seeking

the adoption by the Council of a Decision setting up a

Provisional Judicial Cooperation Unit

Defer

1260

10355/00

Communication from the Governments of the Portuguese

Republic, the French republic, the Kingdom of Sweden,

and the Kingdom of Belgium. Initiative by the Governments

of the Portuguese Republic, the French Republic, the

Kingdom of Sweden and the Kingdom of Belgium seeking

the adoption by the Council of a Decision setting up

EUROJUST with a view to reinforcing the fight against

serious organised crime

Defer
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1271

9984/00

COM(2000)

383 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing  a catch

documentation scheme for Dissostichus spp.

Defer

1276

10346/00

COM(2000)

276 final COD

2000/0117

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council, coordinating the procurements procedures of

entities operating in the water, energy and transport

sectors

Defer

1277

10345/00

COM(2000)

275 final COD

2000/0115

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on the coordination of procedures for the

award of public supply contracts, public service contracts

and public works contracts

Defer

1279

10419/00

COM(2000)

411 final CNS

1999/0091

Amended proposal for a Council Regulation amending

Regulation (EC) No 723/97 on the implementation of

Member States‘  action programmes on control of EAGGF

Guarantiee Section expenditure

Defer

1292

10518/00

COM(2000)

437 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council on manning conditions for

regular passenger and ferry services operating between

Member States

Defer

1293

10526/00

COM(2000)

435 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Annex II of

Council Regulation (EEC) No 2377/90 laying down a

Community procedure for the establishment of maximum

residue limits of veterinary medicinal products in foodstuffs

of animal origin

Defer

1294

10392/00

COM(2000)

433 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation

(EC) No 2200/96 on the common organisation of the

market in fruit and vegetables, Regulation (EC) No

2201/96 on the common organisation of the market in

processed fruit and vegetables and Regulation (EC) No

2202/96 introducing a Community aid scheme for

producers of certain citrus fruits

Defer

1297

10544/00

COM(2000)

319 final COD

2000/0139

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive

amending Directive 97/67/EC with regard to the further

opening to competition of Community postal services

Defer
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1298

10427/00

COM(2000)

438 final

1) Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament

and of the Council on the hygiene of foodstuffs

2) Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament

and of the Council laying down specific  hygiene rules for

food of animal origin

3) Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament

and of the Council laying down detailed rules for the

organisation of officials controls on products of animal

origin intented for human consumption    4) Proposal for a

Council Regulation laying down the animal-health rules

governing the production , placing  on the market and

importation of products of animal origin intended for

human consumption   5) Proposal for a Directive of the

European Parliament and of the Council repealing certain

Directives on the hygiene of foodstuffs and the health

conditions for the production and placing on the market of

certain products of animal origin intended for human

consumption, and amending Directives 89/662 EEC and

91/67 Eec

Defer

962

7422/00

COM(2000)

190

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing additional

technical measures for the recovery of the stock of cod in

the Irish Sea (ICES Division VIIa)

Defer

1021

8075/00

COM(2000)

238 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation

(EC) No 1255/96 temporarily suspending the autonomous

common customs tariff duties on certain industrial and

agricultural products.

Defer

1250

9964/00

COM(2000)

379 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social

Committee and the Committee of the Regions -Social

Policy Agenda

Defer

972

6920/00

Initiative by the Federal Republic of Germany for a

framework Decision on criminal law protection against

fraudulent or unfair anti-competitive conduct in relation to

the award of public contracts in the common market and

Communication from the Federal Republic of Germany:

Defer

1190

9720/00

Draft Framework Decision on the standing of victims in

criminal procedure

Defer

No further action

978

7789/00

COM(2000) 193

2000/76 (CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation

(EEC) No.2759/75 on the common organisation of the

market in pigmeat.

No further action

1017

7424/00

COM(2000) 229

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation relating to the conclusion

of the Protocol defining, for the period 3 December 2002, the

fishing opportunities and the financial contribution provided

for by the Agreement between the European Community and

the Government of Mauritius on fishing in the waters of

Mauritius.

No further action
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1272

9907/00

COM (00) 391

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down the

weightings applicable from 1 January 2000 to the

remuneration of officials of the European Communities

serving in third countries

No further action

1275

8871/00

COM(2000) 303

final

Proposal for a Council Directive on minimum standards  for

giving temporary protection  in the event of a mass influx of

displaced persons and on measures promoting a balance of

efforts between Member States in receiving such persons

and bearing the consequences thereof

No further action

1269

10424/00

COM(2000) 427

final COD

2000/0175

Proposal for a Regulation of the Eurpoean Parliament and of

the council amending Regulation (EC) No.../2000 on

substances that deplete the ozone layer as regards metered

dose inhalers and medical drug pumps

No further action

1270

10417/00

COM(2000) 280

final COD

98/0289

Opinion of the Commission on the European Parliament‘s

amendments to the Council‘s common position regarding the

proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on the incineration of waste

No further action

1177

8529/00

Council Decision setting up a Committee for civilian aspects

of crisis management

No further action

1165

9679/00

Initiative of the Portuguese Republic with a view to adopting

a Council Decision on the provisional establishment of the

European Police College (EPC)

No further action

1117

8324/00

Draft Council Decision on the implementation of the FADO

system

No further action

1100

8712/00

COM(2000) 293

final

Opinion of the Commission on the European Parliament’s

amendments to the Council’s common position regarding the

proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on the deliberate release into the environment of

genetically modified organisms and repealing Council

Directive 90/220/EEC

No further action

1049

8112/1/00

Progress report on Schengen evaluation in the Nordic

countries.

No further action

1044

8141/00

COM(2000) 251

final

Excise duty on mineral oils - Request for derogation by the

United Kingdom (procedure provided for in Article 8(4) of

Directive 92/81/EEC).  Water/diesel emulsions.

No further action

1045

7846/00

Council Act establishing in accordance with Article 34 of the

Treaty on European Union the Convention on Mutual

Assistance in Criminal Matters between the Member States

of the European Union

No further action
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1299

6232/00

COM(2000) 42

final

2000/0040(COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending Council Directive 70/220/EEC

concerning measures to be taken against air pollution by

emissions  from motor vehicles

No further action

976

7079/00

COM

Amended Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the

establishment of "Eurodac"  for the comparison of the

fingerprints of applicants for asylum and certain other third-

country nationals to facilitate the implementation of the

Dublin Convention

No further action

991

7172/00

COM(2000) 149

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the export of

certain ECSC steel products from Bulgaria to the Community

for the period 1 January to 31 December 2000 (extension of

the double checking system)

No further action

992

10317/99

Initiative of the Republic of Austria with a view to adopting a

Council Decision to combat child pornography on the internet

No further action

1018

7381/00

Initiative of the Portuguese Republic with a view to the

adoption of a Council Decision establishing a Secretariat for

the Joint Supervisory Data Protection Bodies set up by the

Convention on the Establishment of a European Police

Office (Europol Convention), the Convention on the Use of

Information Technology for Customs Purposes and the

Convention between the Kingdom of Belgium, the Federal

Republic of Germany, the French Republic, the Grand Duchy

of Luxembourg and the Kingdom of the Netherlands

implementing the Agreement on the gradual abolition of

checks at their common borders (Schengen Convention).

No further action

1025

7369/00

Possibility for Europol to ask Member States to initiate

investigations.

No further action

1026

7371/00

Draft proposal amending the Europol Convention in order to

make Europol competent for money laundering in general.

No further action

1027

8453/00

Draft Framework Decision on combating fraud and

counterfeiting of non-cash payment means.

No further action

1028

8235/00

COM(2000) 207

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Bulgaria in Community programmes in the fields of training

and education.

No further action

1029

8236/00

COM(2000) 208

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Estonia in Community programmes in the fields of training

and education.

No further action

1030

8237/00

COM(2000) 209

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Hungary in Community programmes in the fields of training

and education.

No further action
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1031

8238/00

COM(2000) 210

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Poland in Community programmes in the fields of training

and education.

No further action

1032

8239/00

COM(2000) 211

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

the Czech Republic in Community programmes in the fields

of training and education.

No further action

1033

8240/00

COM(2000) 215

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Romania in Community programmes in the fields of training

and education.

No further action

1034

8241/00

COM(2000) 217

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

the Slovak Republic in Community programmes in the fields

of training and education.

No further action

1035

8242/00

COM(2000) 218

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Slovenia in Community programmes in the fields of training

and education.

No further action

1036

3618/00

Directive 2000//EC of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending Council Directive 93/104/EC concerning

certain aspects of the organisation of working time to cover

sectors and activities excluded from that Directive.

No further action

1040

8130/00

COM(2000) 246

final

Annual Status Report from the Commission on the

Guarantee Fund and its Management in 1999.

No further action

1042

8140/00

COM(2000) 244

final

Excise duty on mineral oils.  Request for derogation by

Germany (procedure provided for in Article 8(4) of Directive

92/81/EEC) - Local public passenger transport vehicles.

No further action

1043

8141/00

COM(2000) 251

final

Excise duty on minerals oils.  Request for derogation by the

United Kingdom (procedure provided for in Article 8(4) of

Directive 92/81/EEC) - Water/diesel emulsions.

No further action

1047

8112/00

Progress report on Schengen evaluation in the Nordic

countries

No further action

1048

7571/1/00

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council on the reorganisation and

winding-up of credit institutions.

No further action

1050

7370/00

Europol’s participation in Joint Teams.
No further action
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1051

7123/00

COM(2000) 111

final 2000/0062

(COD)

Action against anti-personnel landmines: reinforcing the

contribution of the European Union.  Proposal for a

European Parliament and Council Regulation concerning

action against anti-personnel landmines.

No further action

1052

7369/1/00

Possibility for Europol to ask Member States to initiate

investigations.

No further action

1053

7793/00

COM(2000) 235

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-

dumping policy on imports of polypropylene binder or baler

twine originating in Poland, the Czech Republic and

Hungary, and collecting definitively the provisional duty

imposed.

No further action

1054

7815/00

COM(2000) 250

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive

countervailing duty on imports of synthetic fibres of polyester

originating in Australia, Indonesia and Taiwan and collecting

definitively the provisional duty imposed.

No further action

1055

7881/00

COM(2000) 249

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing definitive anti-

dumping duties on imports of potassium chloride originating

in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine.

No further action

1057

8076/00

COM(2000) 288

final

Proposal for a Council Decision providing exceptional

financial assistance for Montenegro.

No further action

1058

8169/00

COM(2000) 186

final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending Council Regulation (EEC) No 1408/71

on the application of social security schemes to employed

persons, to self-employed persons and to members of their

families moving within the Community and Council

Regulation (EEC) No 574/72 laying down the procedure for

implementing Regulation (EEC) No 1408/71 - presented by

the Commission (Miscellaneous amendments 1999/2000).

No further action

1059

8214/00

COM(2000) 255

final - 2000/0105

(ACC)

Proposal for a Council Regulation on measures in retaliation

to the Russian Federation’s import ban on fresh eggs for

human consumption originating in the European Community.

No further action

1061

8243/00

COM(2000) 228

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Latvia in Community programmes in the fields of training and

education (presented by the Commission).

No further action

1062

8244/00

COM(2000) 232

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Lithuania in Community programmes in the fields of training

and education (presented by the Commission).

No further action
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1063

8245/00

COM(2000) 258

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concluding consultations

with Cote d’Ivoire under Article 366a of the fourth ACP-EC

Convention.

No further action

1064

8303/00

COM(2000) 265

final

Promoting sustainable development in the EU non-energy

extractive industry - Commission communication.

No further action

1071

8455/00

Council Decision as regards a Community position on the

Rules of Procedure pursuant to Article 63 of the Euro-

Mediterranean Interim Association Agreement on Trade and

Cooperation between the European Community, of the one

part, and of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO) for

the benefit of the Palestinian Authority of the West Bank and

Gaza Strip, of the other part.

No further action

1072

8402/00

SEC(2000) 720

final

XXIXth Commission Report on competition policy - 1999
No further action

1073

8304/00

COM(2000) 263

final

Second report from the Commission to the Council on the

situation in world shipbuilding.

No further action

1074

8406/00

COM(2000) 241

final

Commission communication to the Council on Perspectives

and Priorities for the ASEM Process (Asia Europe Meeting)

into the new decade.

No further action

1082

8287/00

COM(2000) 253

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Lithuania in the "Youth" Community action programme

(presented by the Commission).

No further action

1083

8286/00

COM(2000) 252

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Estonia in the "Youth" Community action programme

(presented by the Commission).

No further action

1084

8285/00

COM(2000) 245

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Latvia in the "Youth" Community action programme

(presented by the Commission).

No further action

1085

8283/00

COM(2000) 234

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

the Slovak Republic in the "Youth" Community action

programme (presented by the Commission).

No further action
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1086

8282/00

COM(2000) 233

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Slovenia in the "Youth" Community action programme

(presented by the Commission).

No further action

1087

8281/00

COM(2000) 227

final

Proposals for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Romania in the "Youth" Community action programme

(presented by the Commission).

No further action

1088

8280/00

COM(2000) 226

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

the Czech Republic in the "Youth" Community action

programme.

No further action

1089

8279/00

COM(2000) 225

final

Proposal for Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Poland in the "Youth" Community action programme.

No further action

1090

8278/00

COM(2000) 221

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Bulgaria in the "Youth" Community action programme.

No further action

1093

7050/00

COM(2000) 143

final

Report from the Commission on the implementation of the

1999 Broad Economic Policy Guidelines

No further action

1094

8350/00

COM(2000) 274

final

Proposal for a Council Decision in accordance with Article

122(2) of the Treaty for the adoption by Greece of the single

currency on 1 January 2001

No further action

1098

8568/00

COM(2000) 266

final

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament

and the Council: Growth and Employment Initiative:

Measures on financial assistance for innovative and job-

creating Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SME’s) - as

at 31 December 1999.

No further action

1101

8783/00

COM(2000) 119

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation creating the Rapid

Reaction Facility

No further action

1102

8795/00

COM(2000) 262

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament concerning the revision of the financial

perspective (2001-2006); Financing of the programme of

assistance for the Western Balkans; Reclassification of aid to

Cyprus and Malta.   Proposal for a Decision of the European

Parliament and of the Council concerning the revision of the

financial perspective (Interinstitutional Agreement of 6 May

1999 on budgetary discipline and improvement of the

budgetary procedure)

No further action
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1107

8875/00

COM(2000) 299

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation prohibiting the sale, supply

and export to Burma/Myanmar of equipment which might be

used for internal repression or terrorism, and freezing the

funds of certain persons related to important governmental

functions in that country

No further action

1108

7512/00

European Union priorities and policy objectives for external

relations in the field of justice and home affairs.

No further action

1110

8414/2/00

Draft Council Decision concerning arrangements for

cooperation between financial intelligence units of the

Member States in respect of exchanging information

No further action

1111

8441/00

SEC(2000) 763

Commission Staff Working Paper - Industrial Relations in

Europe 2000

No further action

1112

8284/00

COM(2000) 240

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Hungary in the "Youth" Community action programme

No further action

1113

8889/00

SEC(2000) 765

final

Commission working document: Progress report on actions

to improve EC development cooperation, following the

Conclusions of the Development Council

No further action

1115

8271/00

Convergence Report 2000 of the European Central Bank
No further action

1116

8084/00

COM(2000) 269

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC)

No 368/98 imposing e definitive anti-dumping duty on

imports of glyphosate originating in the People’s Republic of

China

No further action

1118

9165/00

Draft Council Common Position on Angola
No further action

1119

9017/00

Presidency proposal for a draft Council Resolution on

research infrastructures in the life sciences

No further action

1120

8716/00

Draft Joint Action supplementing Joint Action

1999/189/CFSP concerning a contribution by the European

Union to the re-establishment of a viable police force in

Albania

No further action

1121

8218/00

COM(2000) 231

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing definitive anti-

dumping duties on imports of silicon carbide originating in the

People’s Republic of China, the Russian Federation and

Ukraine and prolonging the undertaking accepted by

Commission Decision 94/202/EC

No further action

1123

8856/00

SEC(2000) 879

Commission staff working paper - Single market scoreboard

- May 2000 - No 6

No further action
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1124

8872/00

COM(2000) 324

final

(a) Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the signing,

on behalf of the European Community, of the Partnership

Agreement between the African, Caribbean and Pacific

States of the one part, and the European Community and its

Member States of the other part

(b) Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the

conclusion of the Partnership Agreement between the

African, Caribbean and Pacific States of the one part, and

the European Community and its Member States of the other

part

No further action

1125

9175/00

COM(2000) 331

final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council amending Directive

85/611/EEC on the coordination of laws, regulations and

administrative provisions relating to undertakings for

collective investment in transferable securities (UCITS) with

a view to regulating management companies and simplified

prospectuses

No further action

1126

7783/00

COM(2000) 169

final

TURKEY: Amended proposal for a Regulation of the

European Parliament and of the Council regarding the

implementation of measures to promote economic and social

development in Turkey

No further action

1127

9072/00

COM(2000) 325

final

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee on the

implementation of Council Regulation (EEC) No 3911/92 on

the export of cultural goods and Council Directive 93/7/EEC

on the return of cultural objects unlawfully removed from the

territory of a Member State

No further action

1128

9022/00

COM(2000) 318

final

Commission communications: e-Learning - Designing

tomorrow’s education

No further action

1129

9042/00

COM(2000) 311

final

Report from the Commission on the feasibility of negotiating

a Stabilisation and Association Agreement with the Republic

of Croatia

No further action

1130

9018/00

COM(2000) 316

final

Excise duties - derogations granted to Denmark, Finland and

Sweden with respect to travellers’ allowances

No further action

1131

9143/00

COM(2000) 310

final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of

the Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the

Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a

Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on

measures to promote the full integration of the environmental

dimension in the development process of developing

countries amending the proposal of the Commission

pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty

No further action
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1132

9122/00

COM(2000) 308

final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of

the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to

the Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a

Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on

measures to promote the conservation and sustainable

management of tropical forests and other forests in

developing countries, amending the Commission proposal

pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty

No further action

1133

8917/00

COM(2000) 321

final

Amended proposal for a Decision of the European

Parliament and of the Council establishing the European

Year of Languages 2001

No further action

1134

9044/00

COM(2000) 294

final

Report from the Commission to the Council - Second annual

report by the European Commission on the Special

Administrative Region of Hong Kong

No further action

1135

8824/00

COM(2000) 295

final

Excise duties - Draft Council Directive concerning the

prolongation of derogations granted to Sweden on travellers

allowances

No further action

1138

8930/00

COM(2000) 326

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing and

conclusion of an international agreement between the

European Community and the Republic of Korea in the form

of Agreed Minutes relating to the world shipbuilding markets

No further action

1139

8796/00

SEC(2000) 844

Commission Staff Working Paper - report on the application

of Council Regulation (EURATOM, CE) No 2185/96

concerning on-the-spot checks and inspections carried out

by the Commission in order to protect the European

Communities’ financial interests against fraud and other

irregularities

No further action

1140

9089/00

COM(2000) 346

final

Commission communication to the European Parliament, the

Council and the European Central Bank on secondary

legislation relating to the euro and Greece.

No further action

1141

9097/00

COM(2000) 330

final

Commission action plan entitled: "eEurope 2002 - An

Information Society for All"

No further action

1142

9098/00

COM(2000) 333

final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of

the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to

the Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a

Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on

the taking up, the pursuit and the prudential supervision of

the business of electronic money institutions.

No further action
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1145

9321/00

COM(2000) 332

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation implementing for the

Community the tariff provisions of Decision No 2/2000 of the

Joint Council under the Interim Agreement on Trade and

Trade-related Matters between the European Community

and the United Mexican States

No further action

1147

9514/00

Irish application to take part in elements of the Schengen

acquis

No further action

1148

8872/00

COM(2000) 324

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the signing, on

behalf of the European Community, of the Partnership

Agreement between the African, Caribbean and Pacific

States of the one part, and the European Community and its

Member States of the other part

No further action

1150

8872/00

COM(2000) 324

final - vol II

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the signing, on

behalf of the European Community, of the Partnership

Agreement between the African, Caribbean and Pacific

States of the one part, and the European Community and its

Member States of the other part

No further action

1151

8634/00

Preparation for the Council Meeting (Employment and Social

Policy) on 6th June

No further action

1152

8145/00

COM(2000) 242

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion of

an agreement between the Community and Cyprus

establishing cooperation in the field of Small and Medium-

sized Enterprises within the framework of the Third

Multiannual Programme for Small and Medium-sized

Enterprises (SMEs) in the European Union (1997 to 2000)

No further action

1153

8934/00

COM(2000) 336

Report from the Commission: Progress on Financial Services

Second report

No further action

1154

9124/00

COM(2000) 329

final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council amending Directive

85/611/EEC on the coordination of laws, regulations and

administrative provisions relating to undertakings for

collective investment in transferable securities (UCITS)

No further action

1155

9350/00

COM(2000) 219

final

Opinion of the Commission on the proposal for a Directive of

the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a

framework for Community action in the field of water policy

amending the Commission proposal

No further action

1156

9031/00

Special report No 10/2000 by the Court of Auditors on the

public contracts awarded by the Joint Research Centre

No further action

1157

9262/00

COM(2000) 313

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on the minimum level of training of seafarers

(codified version)

No further action
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1159

9478/00

COM(2000) 354

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken

by the Community within the Association Council established

by the Europe Agreement between the European

Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and

the Slovak Republic, of the other part, with regard to the

establishment of a Joint Consultative Committee by the EU-

Slovak Association Council

No further action

1160

9385/00

COM(2000) 343

final

Fifth annual report from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee

and the Committee of the Regions on the European

Economic Area financial mechanism

No further action

1161

9395/00

COM(2000) 337

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position in

the Association Council on the implementation of Article 68

of the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an

Association between the European Communities and their

Member States, of the one part, and the State of Israel, of

the other part

No further action

1162

2000/0125 (CNS)

COM(2000) 317

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

contribution to the International Fund "Clearance of the

Fairway of the Danube"

No further action

1163

7978/1/00

Budget estimate for C.SIS installation and operating costs for

2001

No further action

1164

89379826/00

Draft Council Resolution on the standardisation of DNA

technology and the exchange of DNA analysis results

No further action

1166

9309/00

COM(2000) 289

final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Decision

2000/24/EC so as to extend the Community guarantee

granted to the European Investment Bank to cover loans for

projects in Croatia

No further action

1168

9463/00

COM(2000)356

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the

Agreements in the form of an Exchange of Letters between

the European Community and, of the one part, Barbados,

Belize, the Republic of the Congo, Fiji, the Cooperative

Republic of Guyana, Jamaica, etc, etc, on the guaranteed

prices for cane sugar for the 1999/2000 delivery period

No further action

1170

9337/00

COM(2000) 348

final

New VAT strategy - Commission communication
No further action

1171

9264/00

COM(2000) 328

final

Amended proposal for a Council Directive implementing the

principle of equal treatment between persons irrespective of

racial or ethnic origin

No further action
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1172

9347/00

COM(2000) 340

final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 2027/97 on air

carrier liability in the event of accidents

No further action

1174

9034/00

Tax package
No further action

1175

9149/00

Strengthening the Common European Security and Defence

Policy - Presidency Report to the Feira European Council

No further action

1178

9091/00

Council Regulation on budgetary discipline
No further action

1179

9150/00

Adoption of the common approach of the Council concerning

the Council Regulation (EC) on budgetary discipline

No further action

1180

8986/00

Draft initiative of the French Republic with a view to the

adoption of a Council Decision on the adaptation of Annexes

6 to 13 to the Common Consular Instructions with regard to

long-stay visas concurrently as uniform short-stay visas

No further action

1181

9366/00

COM(2000) 349

final

VAT - Taxation of e-commerce
No further action

1182

9483/00

COM(2000) 292

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community

position within the Association Council on the participation of

Bulgaria in a Community programme within the framework of

Community audiovisual policy (presented by the

Commission)

No further action

1183

8296/00

Draft initiative of the French Republic with a view to the

adoption of a Council Regulation on freedom of movement

with a long-stay visa

No further action

1184

8297/00

Draft initiative of the French Republic with a view to the

adoption of a Council Regulation on the conditions for

issuing visas by Member States

No further action

1185

9446/00

COM(2000) 283

final

RELATIONS WITH THE PLO - Proposals for a Council

Decision regarding a Community position on an amendment

to Protocol 3 concerning the definition of the concept of

"originating products" and methods of an administrative

cooperation attached to the Euro-Mediterranean Interim

Association Agreement on trade and cooperation between

the European Community and the PLO for the benefit of the

Palestinian Authority of the West Bank and Gaza Strip

No further action

1186

9213/00

COM(2000) 304

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the conclusion of the

Protocol setting out the fishing rights and financial

contribution provided for in the Agreement between the

European Economic Community and the Government of the

Republic Of Guinea on fishing off the Guinean coast for the

period from 1 January 2000 to 31 December 2001

No further action
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1187

9477/00

COM(2000) 281

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on assistance for Albania,

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the Federal Republic of

Yugoslavia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

and amending Regulation (EEC) No 3906/89

No further action

1188

9844/00

COM(2000) 382

final

Proposal for a Council Directive concerning the European

Agreement on the Organisation of Working Time of Mobile

Workers in Civil Aviation concluded by the Association of

European Airlines (AEA), the European Transport Workers’

Federation (ETF), the European Cockpit Association (ECA),

the European Regions Airline Association (ERA) and the

International Air Carrier Association (IACA)

No further action

1189

9094/00

Submission of the annual report on operational activities by

the European Anti-Fraud Office to the institutions

No further action

1191

9870/00

COM(2000) 415

final

Excise duties on mineral oils - request for a derogation by

Italy (procedure in Article 8(4) of Directive 92/81/EEC)

No further action

1193

8417/00

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the

establishment of "Eurodac" for the comparison of fingerprints

for the effective application of the Dublin Convention

No further action

1194

9888/00

SEC(2000) 1034

final

Draft Internal Agreement between Representatives of the

Governments of the Member States, meeting within the

Council, on measures to be taken and procedures to be

followed for the implementation of the ACP-EC Partnership

Agreement

No further action

1195

9886/00

COM(2000) 380

final

Report from the Commission on the Application of the

Community Rules for State Aid to the Coal Industry in 1998

and 1999

No further action

1196

9871/00

COM(2000)314

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending Directive 97/24/EC on certain

components and characteristics of two or three-wheel motor

vehicles

No further action

1197

9853/00

COM(2000) 302

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on summer-time arrangements

No further action

1198

9826/00

COM(2000) 365

final

Communication from the Commission to the European

Parliament and the Council - Protection of air passengers in

the European Union

No further action

1200

9744/00

SEC(2000) 934

Annexes to the report from the Commission on the

implementation of Council regulation (EC) no 443/97 of 3

March 1997 on operations to aid uprooted people in Asian

and Latin American developing countries

No further action
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1201

9819/00

COM(2000) 410

final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European

Parliament and of the Council extending Regulation (EC) No

443/97 on operations to aid uprooted people in Asian and

Latin American developing countries

No further action

1202

9774/00

COM(2000) 369

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of an

Agreement in the form of an exchange of letters between the

European Community and Norway concerning the extension

of the common communication network/common system

interface within the framework of the Convention on a

common transit procedure

No further action

1203

9773/00

COM(2000) 260

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending for the 20th time Council Directive

76/769/EC relating to restrictions on the marketing and use

of certain dangerous substances and preparations (Short

Chain Chlorinated Paraffins)

No further action

1204

9744/00

COM(2000) 367

final

Commission report on the implementation of Council

Regulation (EC) No 443/97 of 3 March 1997 on operations to

aid uprooted people in Asian and Latin American developing

countries: Consolidated report for 1997-1999

No further action

1205

9740/00

SEC(2000) 1052

Commission Staff Working Paper: Report for 1999 on the

evaluation of development cooperation

No further action

1206

9743/00

COM(2000) 375

final

Report to the European Council, Feira, 19-20 June 2000, on

the Year 2000 (Y2K) computer problem experience

No further action

1207

9710/00

COM(2000) 370

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing certain

concessions in the form of Community tariff quotas for

certain agricultural products and providing for an adjustment,

as an autonomous and transitional measure, of certain

agricultural concessions provided for in the Europe

Agreement with Hungary (presented by the Commission)

No further action

1208

9721/00

COM(2000) 371

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation prohibiting imports of

Atlantic swordfish (Xiphias gladius) originating in Belize and

Honduras

No further action

1210

9607/00

COM(2000) 366

final

Report from the Commission - JRC Annual Report 1999
No further action

1211

9683/00

COM(2000) 344

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation prohibiting imports of blue-

fin tune (Thunnus thynnus) originating in Belize, Honduras

and Equatorial Guinea

No further action
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1212

9655/00

COM(2000) 395

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC)

No 3298/94 of 21 December 1994 with regard to the system

of ecopoints for heavy goods vehicles transiting through

Austria

No further action

1213

9645/00

COM(2000) 373

final

Excise duty on mineral oils - request by France for a

derogation (procedure in Article 8(4) of Directive 92/81/EC)

No further action

1214

9637/00

COM(2000) 359

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament: EU Financial Reporting Strategy - The

way forward

No further action

1215

9634/00

COM(2000) 363

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC)

No 384/96 on protection against dumped imports from

countries not members of the European Community

No further action

1217

9431/00

Special Report No 11/2000 of the Court of Auditors on the

support scheme for olive oil

No further action

1218

9560/00

Special Report No 13/2000 of the Court of Auditors on the

expenditure of the European Parliament’s political groups

No further action

1219

9556/00

COM(2000) 362

final

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament

and the Council on the experience obtained from the 1997

basic survey on areas planted with certain species of fruit

trees (Council Directive 76/625/EEC)

No further action

1220

9562/00

COM(2000) 361

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation replacing the Annex to

Regulation (EC) No 2793/99 on certain procedures for

applying the Trade, Development and Cooperation

Agreement between the European Community and the

Republic of South Africa

No further action

1221

9575/00

COM(2000) 357

final

Communication from the Commission to the Court of

Auditors, the European Parliament and the Council: Balance

sheets and accounts of the 6th, 7th and 8th European

Development Funds for the financial year 1999

No further action

1223

9639/00

French Presidency proposal on Europol support for joint

investigative teams

No further action

1227

9712/00

Statute for Members of the European Parliament -

Recommendation of the Group of Eminent Persons

No further action

1228

9965/00

Extension of the scope of cross-border surveillance (Article

40 of the Convention implementing the Schengen

Agreement)

No further action

1229

10237/00

COM(2000)422

FINAL

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament promoting sustainable transport in

development cooperation

No further action
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1230

10271/00

COM(2000)416fin

al

MALTA proposal for a Council Decision concerning the

conclusion of an agreement between the Community and

Malta adopting the terms and conditions for the participation

of Malta in Community programmes in the fields of training,

education and youth

No further action

1231

10020/00

COM(2000) 358

final

Communication from the Commission on protection of the

Communities‘  financial interests: The fight against fraud - For

an overall strategic approach

No further action

1232

8638/00

COM(2000) 335

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee

and the Committee of the Regions" Towards a Community

framework strategy on gender equality (2001-2005)" and

Proposal for a Council Decision on the Programme relating

to the Community framework strategy on gender equality

(2001-2005)

No further action

1234

10277/00

COM(2000) 388

final - 2000/0166

(ACC)

Proposal for a Council Decision to supply the Cooperation

Council with all relevant information required for a thorough

examination of the situation in respect of the import ban

imposed by the Russian Federation on fresh eggs for human

consumption originating in the European Community

No further action

1237

9841/00

SEC(2000) 1095

final

Preliminary draft supplementary and amending budget No

2/2000 (Section I- Parliament, Section II- Council)

No further action

1238

9979/00

COM(2000)425

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation  amending, for the fifth

time, Regulation (EC) No 1626/94 laying down certain

technical measures for the conservation of marine resources

in the Mediterranean

No further action

1239

9956/00

COM(2000) 398

final COD

2000/0162

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council concerning life assurance (recast version)

No further action

1241

9959/00

COM(2000) 404

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation opening and providing for

the administration of  autonomous Community tariff quotas

for certain fishery products

No further action

1243

9911/00

COM(2000) 397

final

Excise duty on mineral oils .Request for derogation by

Germany (procedure provided for in Article 8(4) of Directive

92/81EEC).=Excise duty on certain mineral oils when used

for specific purposes

No further action

1244

10253/00

COM(2000) 426

final COD

2000/0170

Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and  of

the Council amending Regulation (EC) No ../2000 (on

substances that deplete the  ozone layer) as regards the

base year for the allocation of hydrochlorofluorocarbons

No further action
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1245

9843/00

Communication from the French Republic. Initiative

submitted by France with a view to the adoption of a

Convention on improving mutual assistance in criminal

matters

No further action

1246

9408/00

SEC(2000) 885

final

Commission communication concerning the internal

agreement between Representatives of the Governments of

the Members States, meeting within the Council, on the

financing and administration of Community Aid under the

Financial Protocol to the Partnership Agreement between the

ACP States and the European Community and its Member

States and the allocation of financial assistance for the

Overseas Countries and Territories to which Part Four of the

EC Treaty applies

No further action

1247

8777/00

Communication from the Federal Republic of Germany.

Initiative by the Federal Republic of Germany regarding a

Decision on setting up a EUROJUST team

No further action

1248

9693/00

COM(2000) 406

final

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the Kingdom of

Spain to extend until 7 March 2001 the Agreement on mutual

fishery relations with the Republic of South Africa

No further action

1251

10094/00

COM(2000) 350

final

Proposal for a Council Decision determining the Community

position for a decision of the Joint Committee on amending

certain Sectoral Annexes to the Agreement on Mutual

Recognition between the European Community and the

United States of America

No further action

1252

10184/00

COM(2000) 396

final

Opinion of the Commission, pursuant to the Article 251(2)(c)

of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament‘s

amendments to the Council‘s common position regarding the

proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of

the Council on development cooperation with South Africa

amending the proposal of the Commission pursuant to the

Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty

No further action

1253

Brussels,xxx

COM/2000/430

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion of

the Protocol on the extension of the Cooperation Agreement

between the European Community and Brunei-Daissalam,

indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand

and Vietnam member countries of the Association of South-

East Asian Nations, to Laos

No further action

1254

PE-CONS

3639/00

ENV 221 CODEC

513

Directive 2000/ /EC of the European Parliament and of the

Council of establishing a framework for Community action in

the field of water policy. Join text approved by the

Conciliation Committee provided for in Article 251(4) of the

EC Treaty.

No further action
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1256

10196/00

COM(2000) 418

final

Proposal for a Decision of the Council and of the

Commission concerning the Community position within the

Association Council on the transition to the second stage of

the Association between the European communities and

their Member States, of the one part, and the Czech

Republic, of the other part, pursuant to Article 7 of the

Europe Agreement (presented by the Commission)

No further action

1257

10204/00

COM(2000) 421

final

Communication from the Commission to the European

Parliament and the Council: Internet domain name system-

creating the EU top  level domain

No further action

1258

10216/00

COM(2000) 424

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council on the

compendium providing policy guidelines in  specific areas or

sectors of cooperation to be approved by the Community

within the  ACP-EC Council of Ministers

No further action

1261

10064/00

Draft explanatory report on  the Convention on mutual

assistance in criminal matters between  the Member States

of the European Union

No further action

1262

8158/00

COM(2000) 270

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC)

No 397/1999 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on

imports of bicycles originating in Taiwan

No further action

1263

SEC(2000) 1078

final

Transfer of appropriations No 12/2000. Compulsory

expenditure

No further action

1264

9566/00

COM(2000) 390

final

Anti-dumping duty. Proposal for a Council Regulation

amending Regulation (EC) No 2334/97, as last amended by

Council Regulation (EC) No 2048/99, imposing a definitive

anti-dumping duty  on certain imports of flat pallets  of wood

originating in the Republic of Poland

No further action

1265

9572/00

COM(2000) 403

final

Countervailing duty.  Proposal for a Council Regulation

imposing a definitive countervailing duty and definitively

collecting the provisional countervailing duty imposed on

imports of stainless steel fasteners originating in Malaysia

and the Philippines and terminating the proceeding

concerning imports of stainless steel fasteners originating in

Singapore and Thailand.

No further action

1266

9569/00

COM(2000) 389

final

Anti-dumping duty. Proposal for a Council Regulation

imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of

synthetic fibres of polyester originating in Australia,

Indonesia and Thailand and collecting definitively the

provisional duty imposed .

No further action

1267

SEC(2000) 1103

final

Transfer of appropriations 15/2000. Compulsory and non-

compulsory expenditure

No further action
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1268

9692/00

COM(2000) 408

final

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the Portuguese

Republic to extend until 9 April 2001 the Agreement on

mutual fishery relations with the Republic of South Africa

No further action

1278

9975/00

SEC(2000) 1099

final

Commission Communication to  the Council. Commission

Opinion on a draft  Council Decision on the  composition and

statutes of the Economic Policy Committee

No further action

1280

10568/00

COM(2000) 454

final

Proposal for a Council Decision regarding the position to be

taken by the Community within the ACP-EC Council of

Ministers with a view to adopting a decision on  transitional

measures to cover the period between 1 August 2000 and

the entry into force of the ACP-EC Partnership Agreement

No further action

1281

10135/00

French Presidency programme for external relations in the

JHA field

No further action

1282

9242/00

COM(2000) 341

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending the Financial

Regulation of 21 December 1977 and separating the internal

audit function from the ex ante financial control function (

Article 24(5), of the Financial Regulation)

No further action

1283

9656/00

COM92000) 436

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council

Regulation (EC) No 584/96 of 11 March 1996 imposing anti-

dumping measures applicable to certain tube and pipe

fittings, of iron or steel, originating in the People‘s Republic

of China, Croatia and Thailand

No further action

1284

Brussels,

19.05.2000

SEC(2000)772

final

Transfer of appropriations No 7/2000 non-compulsory

expenditure

No further action

1285

Brussels,

19/05/2000

SEC(2000)847

final

Transfer of appropriations No8/2000 non-compulsory

expenditure

No further action

1286

Brussels,24.05.2

000

SEC(2000) 903

final

Transfer of appropriations No 9/2000 non-compulsory

expenditure

No further action

1287

Brussels,29.05.2

000

SEC(2000)912

final

Transfer of appropriations No 10/2000 non-compulsory

expenditure

No further action
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1288

Brussels,22.06.2

000

SEC(2000) 1045

final

Transfer of appropriations No 13/2000
No further action

1289

Brussels,26.06.2

000

SEC(2000) 1055

final

Transfer of appropriations No 11/2000 non-compulsory

expenditure

No further action

1290

Brussels,27.06.2

000

SEC(2000)1046

final

Transfer of appropriations No 14/2000
No further action

1291

10654/00

Special Report No 12/2000 from the Court of Auditors on the

management by the Commission of European Union support

for the development of human rights and democracy in third

countries

No further action

1295

10541/00

COM(2000) 323

final CNS

2000/128

Proposal for a Council  Decision adopting a multiannual

Community programme to stimulate the development and

use of European digital content on the global networks and

to promote linguistic diversity in the information Society

No further action

1296

10644/00

COM(2000) 456

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament concerning the development on

external service

No further action

961

7362/00

Special Report No 1/2000 of the Court of Auditors on

classical swine fever

No further action

963

7577/00

COM(2000) 137

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending Council Directive 96/53/EC laying

down for certain road vehicles circulating within the

Community the maximum authorised dimensions in national

and international traffic and the maximum authorised weights

in international traffic

No further action

964

7640/00

COM(2000) 181

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council on energy efficiency

requirements for ballasts for fluorescent lighting

No further action

965

7716/00

COM(2000) 189

COD 2000/0077

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending, for the seventh time, Council Directive

76/768/EEC on the approximation of the laws of the Member

States relating to cosmetic products

No further action
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966

7782/00

COM(2000) 102

Proposal for a Decision of the Council and of the

Commission on the conclusion of the Protocol to the

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the

European Communities and their Member States, of the one

part, and Ukraine, of the other part

No further action

967

7829/00

COM(2000) 194

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee on the

implementation of Decision 3052/95/EC in 1997 and 1998

No further action

971

7632/00

COM(2000) 176

1998/0071

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251( 2 ) ( c )

of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments

to the Council’s common position regarding the proposal for

a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Council Directive 70/221/EEC on the

approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to

liquid-fuel tanks and rear underrun protection of motor

vehicles and their trailers amending the proposal of the

Commission pursuant to Article 250( 2 ) of the EC Treaty

No further action

973

7631/00

COM(2000) 172

AVC 2000/0075

Proposal for a Council Decision on the accession of the

European Community to United Nations Economic

Commission for Europe Regulation No.105 on the approval

of vehicles intended for the carriage of dangerous goods with

regard to their specific constructional features

No further action

974

7516/00

Special Report No.4/2000 from the Court of Auditors on

rehabilitation actions for ACP countries as an instrument to

prepare for normal development aid

No further action

975

6302/00 COR 1

Corrigendum to document COM(00)200 final Reforming the

Commission: A White Paper Part I

No further action

977

7751/00

COM(2000) 196

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee

and the Committee of the Regions : Acting locally for

employment : A local dimension for the European

Employment Strategy”.

No further action

979

7830/00

COM(2000) 201

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation

No.2505/96 opening and providing for the administration of

autonomous Community tariff quotas for certain agricultural

and industrial products.

No further action

980

7485/00

COM(2000) 180

Report from the Commission on the application of Directive

79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds: update for

1993-1995 based on information supplied by the Member

States on the application of national measures adopted

pursuant to the Directive

No further action

981

7080/00

COM(2000) 135

Report from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament: European Investment Partners (ECIP)

Progress Report 1998

No further action
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982

7178/00

Special Report No 3/2000 of the Court of Auditors on the

European Social Fund and the European Agricultural

Guidance and Guarantee Fund (Guidance Section) -

Measures to assist the Employment of Young Persons

No further action

984

7171/00

COM(2000) 148

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken

by the Community within the Association Council established

by the Europe Agreement between the European

Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and

Bulgaria, of the other part, which entered into force on 1

February 1995, extending the double-checking system for

the period from 1 January to 31 December 2000, concerning

the export of certain steel products from Bulgaria to the

Community

No further action

985

7790/00

SEC(2000) 573

Report from the Commission to the Budgetary Authority on

guarantees covered by the general budget - situation at 31

December 1999

No further action

986

7906/00

COM(2000) 223

1998/0333 (COD)

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council on limit values for benzene

and carbon monoxide in ambient air

No further action

987

7695/00

Draft Europol Budget for 2001
No further action

988

7728/00

Europol Annual

Report

Europol Annual Report
No further action

989

7581/00

COM(2000) 187

Proposal for a Council Decision on the replacement of

members of the European Social Fund Committee

No further action

990

7865/00

SEC(2000) 489

Draft Decision of the EC-Turkey Customs Cooperation

Committee on the acceptance, as proof of Community or

Turkish origin, of movement certificates EUR.1 or invoice

declarations issued by certain countries that have signed a

preferential agreement with the Community or Turkey

No further action

993

7415/00

COM(2000) 136

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Annex I to

Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 on the tariff and statistical

nomenclature and on the Common Customs Tariff

No further action

995

7414/00

COM(2000) 160

AVC 2000/0051

Proposal for a Council Decision on the accession of the

European Community to United Nations Economic

Commission for Europe Regulation No 106 concerning the

approval of pneumatic tyres for agricultural vehicles and their

trailers

No further action
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996

7214/00

COM(2000) 166

Opinion of the Commission on the European Parliament’s

amendments to the Council’s common position regarding the

proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on end of life vehicles, amending the

Commission proposal

No further action

997

7023/00

COM(2000) 132

23rd Annual Report from the Commission on the activities of

the Advisory Committee on Safety, Hygiene and Health

Protection at Work: 1998

No further action

998

7792/00

COM(2000) 199

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee on the

implementation and effects of Directive 91/250/EEC on the

legal protection of computer programmes

No further action

999

7008/00

COM(2000) 175

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EC) No 2742/1999 fixing

for 2000 the fishing opportunities and associated conditions

for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks, applicable in

Community waters and, for Community vessels, in waters

where limitations in catch are required and amending

Regulation (EC) No 66/98

No further action

1000

7872/00

AUDIO 17  ECO

92

Draft Conclusions of the Council and of the Representatives

of the Governments of the Member States, meeting within

the Council, concerning the Communication from the

Commission on Principles and Guidelines for the

Community’s Audiovisual Policy in the Digital Age

No further action

1001

7957/00

COM(2000) 138

2000/0053 (ACC)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion of

an Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters between

the European Community and the Republic of Chile adding a

Protocol on mutual administrative assistance in customs

matters to the Framework Cooperation Agreement between

the European Community and its Member States, of the one

part, and the Republic of Chile, of the other part

No further action

1002

7302/00

SEC(00) 481

Commission Decision on:

Carry-over of appropriations from 1999 to 2000

(differentiated appropriations)

Commitment appropriations to be made available again

Revenue to be re-used

No further action

1003

7769/00

UEM 70

1999 Annual Report of the European Central Bank
No further action

1004

7917/00 COR 1

(en)

COM(2000) 167

Scoreboard  to review progress on the creation of an area of

"freedom, security and justice" in the European Union

No further action

1005

7828/00

COM(2000) 214

Commission Recommendation for the 2000 Broad

Guidelines of the Economic Policies of the Member States

and the Community

No further action
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1007

SEC(2000) 233

Transfer of Appropriations No.4/2000:

Non-compulsory Expenditure

General Budget 2000 - Section III - Part B

No further action

1008

7420/00

COM(2000) 220

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of an

Agreement in the form of an exchange letters on the

provisional application of the Protocol defining, for the period

3 December 1999 to 2 December 2002, the fishing

opportunities and the financial contribution provided for by

the Agreement between the European Community and the

Government of Mauritius on fishing in the waters of Mauritius

No further action

1009

7873/00

Special Report No.7/2000 from the Court of Auditors

concerning the International Fund for Ireland and the Special

Support Programme for Peace and Reconciliation in

Northern Ireland and the Border Counties of Ireland (1995-

1999).

No further action

1010

7917/00

COM(2000) 167

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament on the organisation and management

of the Internet, international and European policy issues

1998-2000

No further action

1011

7193/00

COM(2000) 171

Proposal for a Council Regulation extending the anti-

dumping duty, imposed by Regulation (EC) No.584/96 on

imports of certain tube and pipe fittings, of iron or steel,

originating in the People’s Republic of China to imports of

certain tube and pipe fittings, of iron or steel, consigned from

Taiwan, whether declared as originating in Taiwan or not,

and terminating the investigation in respect of imports from

three Taiwanese exporters

No further action

1012

7636/00

COM(2000) 188

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament

and the Council on the application of the Directive on the

establishment of a European works council or a procedure in

Community-scale undertakings and Community-scale groups

of undertakings for the purposes of informing and consulting

employees (Council Directive 94/45/EC of 22 September

1994)

No further action

1014

7965/00

COM(2000) 216

Relations with Tunisia: Proposal for a Council Decision on

the position of the Community within the Association Council

concerning implementation of Article 65 of the EU-Tunisia

Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreement

No further action

1015

6283/2/00REV 2

MIGR 18

Draft Council Recommendation on voluntary return
No further action

1016

7818/00

COM(2000) 213

Amended Proposal for a Council Directive amending Council

Directive 93/53/EEC introducing minimum

Communitymeasures for the control of certain fish diseases

No further action
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1019

8121/00

COM(2000) 248

final

Report from the Commission on the implementation of

Council Directive 93/13/EEC of 5 April 1993 on unfair terms

in consumer contracts.

No further action

1020

7964/00

Special Report No 8/2000 of the Court of Auditors on the

Community measures for the disposal of butterfat.

No further action

1022

8092/00

COM(2000) 230

final

The Opinion of the Commission on the European

Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position

regarding the proposal for a Regulation of the European

Parliament and of the Council on a revised Community eco-

label award scheme.

No further action

1024

8144/00

COM(2000) 237

final

Communication from the Commission on Unbundled Access

to the Local loop: Enabling the competitive provision of a full

range of electronic communication services including

broadband multimedia and high-speed internet.

No further action

1060

8221/00

COM(2000) 259

final

Proposal for a Council Directive on the approximation of the

laws of the Member States relating to the safeguarding of

employees’ rights in the event of transfers of undertakings,

businesses or parts of undertakings or businesses (codified

version).

No further action

1067

8333/00

COM(2000) 212

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament on the European Community’s

Development Policy.

No further action

1068

8349/00

COM(2000) 277

final

Report from the Commission - Convergence Report 2000
No further action

1069

8396/00

COM(2000) 118

final

Proposal for a Council and Commission Decision on the

conclusion of the Protocol to the Partnership and

Cooperation Agreement between the European Communities

and their Members States, of the one part, and the Russian

Federation, of the other part.

No further action

1070

8473/00

COM(2000) 271

final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council on the posting of workers who

are third-country nationals for the provision of cross-border

services.  Amended proposal for a Council Directive

extending the freedom to provide cross-border services to

third-country nationals established within the Community.

No further action

1075

8252/00

COM(2000) 198

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the procedure concerning

derogations from the rules of origin set out in Protocol No 1

to the ACP-EC Partnership Agreement.

No further action

1076

8310/00

Special Report No 9/2000 of the Court of Auditors

concerning Trans-European Networks (TEN) -

Telecommunications.

No further action
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1077

8362/00

COM(2000) 243

final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of

the EC Treaty on the European Parliament’s amendments to

the Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a

Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on

the roadside inspection of the roadworthiness condition of

commercial vehicles that circulate on the roads of the

European Community, amending the proposal of the

Commission pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

No further action

1078

8361/00

COM(2000) 185

final

ROAD TRANSPORT - Amended proposal for a Directive of

the European Parliament and of the Council amending

Directive 94/55/EC on the approximation of the laws of the

Members States with regard to the transport of dangerous

goods by road.

No further action

1079

8407/00

COM(2000) 261

final

Thirteenth Report from the Commission on the monitoring of

Article 95 ECSC Steel Aid Cases (May 2000).

No further action

1080

8815/00

COM(2000) 297

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament on recent progress with building the

internal electricity market.

No further action

1081

8499/00

COM(2000) 267

final

Communication from the Commission to the European

Parliament, the Council, the Economic and Social Committee

and the Committee of the Regions on the overall evaluation

of a set of guidelines for the development of the Euro-IISDN

(integrated services digital network) as a Trans-European

network (TEN-ISDN).

No further action

1104

8563/00

COM(2000) 309

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing, on behalf of

the European Community, of the Agreement in the form of an

exchange of letters amending the Agreements between the

European Community and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam

on trade in textile and clothing products, and authorising its

provisional application

No further action

1105

8843/00

COM(2000) 298

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC)

No 1294/1999 concerning a freeze of funds and a ban on

investment in relation to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

(FRY)

No further action

1106

8890/00

COM(2000) 264

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament and the Economic and Social

Committee: Integrating environment and sustainable

development into economic and development cooperation

policy: Elements of a comprehensive strategy

No further action

1143

9312/00

COM(2000) 279

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on the promotion of electricity from renewable

energy sources in the internal electricity market

No further action



European Committee 4th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)87

1167

9102/00

COM(2000) 353

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down certain

technical measures for the conservation of certain stocks of

highly migratory species

No further action

969

7743/00

Council Common Position extending and amending Common

Position 96/635/CFSP on Burma/Myanmar

No further action

970

7890/00

Draft Framework Decision on combating fraud and

counterfeiting of non-cash payment means

No further action

994

7293/00

Draft Framework Decision on combating fraud and

counterfeiting of non-cash payment and means

No further action

1173

7653/00

European Union priorities and policy objectives for external

relations in the field of justice and home affairs

No further action

69. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

70. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 3 October
2000 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for
the outside observer.

SP 1216, COM (2000) 285: Communication from the Commission to the Council, the
European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the
Regions on the health strategy of the European Community.  Decision of the
European Parliament and of the Council adopting a programme of Community action
in the field of public health (2001-2006)

71. The Committee considered this document and asked for following further
information. The EM supplied by the Department of Health points out that the
Scottish Executive Ministers have an interest and Members would be grateful if
this point could be elaborated upon.  We noted from the EM that the UK
welcomes the new public health programme which it consider to be an
improvement from previous programme.  In particular it welcomes the move
away from funding large numbers of small projects to a much broader based
programme with greater input from Member States.  It is, however, unclear what
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greater input the UK will be seeking to make and how it is planning to "secure
as much value for its domestic priorities as possible", and it would be helpful to
obtain clarification on this point. The Executive’s response was as follows.

The new framework concentrates on three main priorities rather than the large number of
small projects hitherto supported.  This gives greater scope for Member State
involvement at Ministerial and official level in influencing the priorities of the programme
than was the case under the former (1993) framework.  The proposed European Health
Forum – on which the UK will seek to be represented – will also enable UK perspectives
to be reflected in the development of the programme.  The UK will secure maximum
value for its domestic priorities by seeking to ensure that the relatively limited funding
(300m. euros over six years) available under the programme is used in ways that
complement domestic priorities, eg prevention of cancer and coronary heart disease.
Proposals to extend the programme beyond existing EU competence into areas of health
service management will be resisted.

Public health is essentially a devolved topic and the Scottish Executive has an interest,
within the overall UK context, in contributing to the development of public health policy in
the European Union.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 31 OCTOBER 2000

72. During this the 18th Meeting (2000) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

Scottish

Parliament

Reference

Number

EC Reference

Number

Title Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for Routine Scrutiny

1250

9964/00

COM(2000)

379 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament, the Economic and Social

Committee and the Committee of the Regions -Social

Policy Agenda

Refer to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning Committee

972

6920/00

Initiative by the Federal Republic of Germany for a

framework Decision on criminal law protection against

fraudulent or unfair anti-competitive conduct in relation to

the award of public contracts in the common market and

Communication from the Federal Republic of Germany:

Refer to Justice and Home

Affairs Committee

1190

9720/00

Draft Framework Decision on the standing of victims in

criminal procedure
Refer to Justice and Home

Affairs Committee

Referred to another Committee for interest only

1039

7908/00

COM(2000)

177 final

2000/82 (CNS)

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion on

behalf of the European Community of the 1998 Protocol to

the 1979 Convention on Long Range Transboundary Air

Pollution on Heavy Metals.

No further action but copy to

Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest

1390

11168/00

COM(2000)

516 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation extending the

programme of incentives and exchanges for legal

practitioners in the area of civil law (Grotius-civil).

No further action but copy to

Justice and Home Affairs

Committee for their interest

1158

9439/00

COM(2000)

278 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the common

organisation of the market in rice.  Proposal for a Council

Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1251/1999

establishing a support system for producers of certain

arable crops, in order to include rice

No further action but copy to

Rural Affairs Committee for

their interest

1331

10667/00

COM (2000)

459 final

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of

the Council on Community incentive measures in the field

of employment.

No further action but copy to

Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest

1339

10862/00

COM (2000)

468 final

2000/0194

(COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament  and

of the Council relating to the assessment and

management of environmental noise.

No further action but copy to

Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest

1385

10357/00

Initiative of the Portuguese Republic, the French Republic,

the Kingdom of Sweden and the Kingdom of Belgium with

a view to the adoption of a Council Decision setting up

EUROJUST with a view to reinforcing the fight against

serious organised crime.

No further action but copy to

Justice and Home Affairs

Committee for their interest
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1041

8134/00

COM(2000)

256 final

Communication from the Commission on challenges for

enterprise policy in the knowledge-driven economy

accompanied by a proposal for a Council Decision on a

Multiannual Programme for Enterprise and

Entrepreneurship (2001-2005).

No further action but copy to

Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest

1056

7939/00

COM(2000)

205 final

Eighth survey on State aid in the European Union. No further action but copy to

Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest

1091

8134/00

COM (00) 256

final

Corrigendum to document COM (00) 256 final No further action but copy to

Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee for their

interest

1224

9737/00

Programme of measures to implement the principle of

mutual recognition of decisions in criminal matters

No further action but copy to

Justice and Home Affairs

Committee for their interest

1259

10354/00

Communication from the Governments of the Portuguese

Republic, the French Republic, the Kingdom of Sweden,

and the Kingdom of Belgium. Initiative by the Governments

of the Portuguese Republic, the French Republic, the

Kingdom of Sweden and the Kingdom of Belgium seeking

the adoption by the Council of a Decision setting up a

Provisional Judicial Cooperation Unit

No further action but copy to

Justice and Home Affairs

Committee for their interest

1260

10355/00

Communication from the Governments of the Portuguese

Republic, the French republic, the Kingdom of Sweden,

and the Kingdom of Belgium. Initiative by the Governments

of the Portuguese Republic, the French Republic, the

Kingdom of Sweden and the Kingdom of Belgium seeking

the adoption by the Council of a Decision setting up

EUROJUST with a view to reinforcing the fight against

serious organised crime

No further action but copy to

Justice and Home Affairs

Committee for their interest

1240

10004/00

COM(2000)

402 final COD

2000/0169

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on public access to environmental information

No further action but copy to

Transport and Environment

Committee for their interest

1300

Brussels

26/07/00

Com(2000)

495 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and

the European Parliament. Mutual Recognition of Final

Decision in Criminal Matters

No further action but copy to

Justice and Home Affairs

Committee for their interest

Deferred to a subsequent Committee meeting

1373

10166/00

COM(2000) 5

final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and

of the Council concerning the granting of aid for the

coordination of transport by rail, road and inland waterway.

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1374

10963/00

COM(2000)

392 final COD

2000/0183

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and

of the Council on universal service and users’ rights

relating to electronic communications networks and

services.

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1375

10979/00

COM(2000)

386 final  COD

2000/0188

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and

the Council on the authorisation of electronic

communications networks and services.

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1381 Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing, pursuant to Defer (Awaiting further
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11113/00

COM(2000)

441 final

Article 1(7) of Regulation (EEC) 3030/93, the list of textiles

and clothing products to be integrated into GATT 1994 on

1 January 2002 and amending Annex X to Regulation

(EEC) No. 3030/93 and Annex II to Regulation (EC) No.

3285/94.

information)

1392

11331/00

COM(2000)

528 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing certain

concessions in the form of Community tariff quotas for

certain agricultural products and providing for an

adjustment, as an autonomous and transitional measure,

of certain agricultural concessions provided for in the

Europe Agreement with Slovenia (presented by the

Commission).

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1341

10861/00

com (2000)

469 FINAL

Green Paper   _ Environmental issues of PVC Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1321

10605/00

COM (2000)

484 final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Regulation (EC)

No 2406/96 laying down common marketing standards for

certain fishery products.

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1359

10801/00

SEC(2000)

1238

Commission staff working paper. Water pricing policies in

theory and practice  = Annex to the Communication from

the commission to the Council, the European Parliament

and the Economic and Social Committee concerning the

pricing policies for enhancing the sustainability of water

resources (COM(2000) 477 final).

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1389

11220/00

COM(2000)

475 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2) of

the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments

to the Council’s common position regarding the proposal

for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the

Council setting up a Community framework for cooperation

in the field of accidental or deliberate marine pollution

amending the proposal of the Commission pursuant to

Article 250(c) of the EC Treaty.

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1391

11414/00

COM(2000)

496 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2) (c) of

the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments

to the Council’s common position regarding the proposal

for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending Directive 95/53/EC fixing the principles

governing the organisation of official inspections in the

field of animal nutrition, amending the proposal of the

Commission pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1396

11274/00

COM(2000)

538 final CNS

2000/0226

Proposal for a Council Regulation on information provision

and promotion for agricultural products on the internal

market.

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1144

8938/00

Council Decision on setting up a EUROJUST team Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1146

8777/00

Communication from the Federal Republic of Germany -

Initiative by the Federal Republic of Germany regarding a

Decision on setting up a EUROJUST team

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1169

8264/00

COM(2000)

338 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending, for the third

time, Regulation (EC) No 2742/1999 fixing for 2000 the

fishing opportunities and associated conditions for certain

fish stocks and groups of fish stocks and groups of fish

stocks, applicable in Community waters and, for

Defer (Awaiting further

information)
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Community vessels, in waters where limitations in catch

are required, and amending Regulation (EC) No 66/98

1192

9386/00

Report to the European Council at Santa Maria da Feira

on integrating environmental issues and sustainable

development into the Common Fisheries Policy

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1225

9440/00

COM(2000)

378 final

Proposal for a Council Decision regulating the use of

material presenting risks as regards transmissible

spongiform encephalopathies and amending Decision

94/474/EC

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1236

10233/00

COM

(2000)431 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council on

the consultations undertaken by the Commission with the

aim of resolving the banana dispute

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1249

9903/00

Communication from the French Republic. Initiative of the

French Republic with a view to the adoption  of a

Framework Decision on the identification, tracing, freezing,

seizing and confiscation of instrumentalities and the

proceeds from crime

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1006

7952/00

DROIPEN 14

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the

environment through criminal law

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1277

10345/00

COM(2000)

275 final COD

2000/0115

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on the coordination of procedures for the

award of public supply contracts, public service contracts

and public works contracts

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1358

10800/00

COM(2000)

477 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the

European Parliament and the Economic and Social

Committee concerning the pricing policies for enhancing

the sustainability of water resources.

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1092

7426/00

COM(2000)

272 final

Preparation for a mid term review of the multi-annual

guidance programmes (MAGP)

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1276

10346/00

COM(2000)

276 final COD

2000/0117

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council, coordinating the procurements procedures of

entities operating in the water, energy and transport

sectors

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1297

10544/00

COM(2000)

319 final COD

2000/0139

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive

amending Directive 97/67/EC with regard to the further

opening to competition of Community postal services

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1338

10802/00

COM (2000)

347 final COD

2000/0158,

COD

2000/0159

_ Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and

of the Council on waste electrical and electronic equipment

_  Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and

of the Council on the restriction of the use of certain

hazardous substances in electrical and electronic

equipment.

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

1298

10427/00

COM(2000)

438 final

1) Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament

and of the Council on the hygiene of foodstuffs

2) Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament

and of the Council laying down specific  hygiene rules for

food of animal origin

3) Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament

Defer (Awaiting further

information)
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and of the Council laying down detailed rules for the

organisation of officials controls on products of animal

origin intended for human consumption    4) Proposal for a

Council Regulation laying down the animal-health rules

governing the production , placing  on the market and

importation of products of animal origin intended for

human consumption   5) Proposal for a Directive of the

European Parliament and of the Council repealing certain

Directives on the hygiene of foodstuffs and the health

conditions for the production and placing on the market of

certain products of animal origin intended for human

consumption, and amending Directives 89/662 EEC and

91/67 Eec

1021

8075/00

COM(2000)

238 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation

(EC) No 1255/96 temporarily suspending the autonomous

common customs tariff duties on certain industrial and

agricultural products.

Defer (Awaiting further

information)

No further action

1301

10898/00

2001 preliminary draft Budget for Sirene Phase II and

HelpDesk

No further action

1303

10690/00

Com (2000)

126 final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on the admission of securities to official stock

exchange listing and on information to be published on

those securities (codified version)

No further action

1304

10624/00

Com(2000)

458 final COD

2000/0201

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of

the Council concerning a set of actions relating to the

trans-European network for the collection, production and

dissemination of statistics on the trading of goods within

the Community and between the Community and non-

member countries (Edicom) .

No further action

1306

10760/00

COM(2000)

460 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council on

the opening of consultations with the Republic of the Fiji

Islands under Article 366a of the Lome Convention.

No further action

1307

10761/00

COM(2000)

486 final

Communication from the Commission on the opening of

consultations with Haiti under Article 366a of the lome

Convention.

No further action

1308

10663/00

COM(2000)

450 final

Sixth VAT Directive: Request for a derogation submitted

by the French Government (Article 27

procedure)_investment gold

No further action

1309

9638/00

SEC(2000)

1049

Commission staff working paper: Community cooperation

framework for country strategy papers.

No further action

1310

10111/00

COM(2000)

417 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive

anti-dumping duty on imports of ethanolamines originating

in the United States of America.

No further action

1312

10676/00

Initiative of the French Republic with a view to the adoption

of a Council Framework  Decision on the strengthening of

the penal framework to prevent the facilitation of

authorised entry and residence.

No further action

1313

10186/00

Initiative of the French Republic with a view to the adoption

of a Council Directive concerning the harmonisation of

financial  penalties imposed on carriers  transporting into

No further action
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the territory of the Member States third-country nationals

not in possession of the documents necessary for

admission.

1314

10549/00

COM (2000)

446 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the approval by the

European Communities of the Convention for the

Unification  of Certain Rules for International Carriage by

Air (The Montreal Convention).

No further action

1316

9892/00

Communication from the French Republic

Initiative of the French Republic with a view to the adoption

of a framework Decision on strengthening the penal

framework for preventing the facilitation  of unauthorised

entry and residence.

No further action

1325

10712/00

Initiative on the part of the French Republic with a view to

the adoption of a Framework Decision on the

strengthening of the penal framework to prevent the

facilitation of unauthorised entry and residence.

No further action

1326

10675/00

Initiative of the French Republic with a view to the adoption

of a Council Directive defining the facilitation of

unauthorised entry, movement and residence.

No further action

1327

10711/00

Initiative on the part of the French Republic with a view to

the adoption of a Directive defining the facilitation of

unauthorised entry, movement and residence.

No further action

1330

10780/00

COM (2000)

479 final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending  Decision

2000/24/EC so as to establish an EIB special action

programme in support of the consolidation and

intensification of the EC-Turkey customs union.

No further action

1336

10786/00

COM (2000)

412 final

2000/0177

(CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the Community

patent.

No further action

1354

10725/00

Com(2000)

448 final

2000/192

(COD)

Proposal for a Decision of the  European Parliament  and

of the council extending certain programmes of

Community action in the field of public health adopted by

Decisions No.645/96/EC, No.646/96/EC, No. 647/96/EC,

No. 102/97/EC, No. 1400/97/EC and 1296/1999/EC and

amending those Decisions.

No further action

1355

10731/00

COM(2000)

481 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing certain

concessions in the form of Community tariff quotas for

certain agricultural products and providing for an

adjustment, as an autonomous and transitional measure,

of certain agricultural concessions provided for in the

Europe Agreement with Latvia.

No further action

1357

10732/00

COM(2000)

482 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing certain

concessions in the form of Community tariff quotas for

certain agricultural products and providing for an

adjustment, as an autonomous and transitional measure,

of certain agricultural concessions provided for in the

Europe Agreement with Romania (presented by the

Commission).

No further action

1360

10847/00

COM(2000)

492 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the protection of the

euro against counterfeiting.

No further action

1363

10888/00

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the importation into

the Community of rough diamonds from Sierra Leone.

No further action
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COM(2000)

474 final

1364

10903/00

COM(2000)

494 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EC) No. 1258/1999 on

the financing of the common agricultural policy as well as

various other Regulations relating to the common

agricultural policy.

No further action

1366

10538/00

COM(2000)

488 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council

Regulation (EC) No. 772/1999, as last amended by

Regulation (EC) No. 2652/1999, imposing definitive anti-

dumping and countervailing duties on imports of farmed

Atlantic salmon originating in Norway.

No further action

1368

10938/00

COM(2000)

502 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on assistance to Turkey

in the framework of the pre-accession strategy, and in

particular on the establishment of an Accession

Partnership.

No further action

1369

10960/00

COM(2000)

384 final  COD

2000/0186

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on access to, and interconnection of,

electronic communication networks and associated

facilities.

No further action

1370

10961/00

COM(2000)

385 final  COD

2000/0189

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament  and

of the Council concerning the processing of personal data

and the protection of privacy in the electronic

communications sector.

No further action

1371

10962/00

COM(2000)

393 COD

2000/184

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on a common regulatory framework for

electronic communications networks and services.

No further action

1372

10964/00

Com(2000)

394 final COD

2000/185

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and

of the Council on unbundled access to the local loop.

No further action

1376

10318/00

Council Common Position concerning a prohibition on

imports of rough diamonds from Sierra Leone.

No further action

1377

10319/00

Council Joint Action regarding a contribution of the

European Union towards reinforcing the capacity of the

Georgian authorities to support and protect the OSCE

Observer Mission on the border of  the Republic of

Georgia with the Chechen Republic of the Russian

Federation.

No further action

1382

10968/00

Draft Resolution on the personal data protection rules in

instruments under the third pillar of the European Union.

No further action

1388

11178/00

Common Position of the Council on Rwanda. No further action

1400

9875/00

COM(2000)

381 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the

implementation of projects promoting cooperation and

commercial relations between the EU and the

industrialised countries of North America, the Far East and

Australasia.

No further action

1235

10060/00

COM(2000)

320final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending Council Directive 96/22/EC

concerning the prohibition on the use in stockfarming of

certain substances having a hormonal or thyrostatic action

and beta-agonists

No further action
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1302

10196/00

COM (2000)

418 final

Proposal for a Decision of the Council and of the

Commission concerning the Community position within the

Association Council  on the transition to the second stage

of the Association between the European Communities

and their Member States, of the one part, and the Czech

Republic, of the other part, pursuant to Article 7 of the

Europe Agreement    (presented by the Commission)

No further action

1305

10788/00

COM(2000)

449 final

1998 Report on Energy Investments Projects of

Community Interest

No further action

1311

10590/00

COM(2000)

439 final

Report from the commission to the Council and the

European Parliament- European Community Investment

Partners (ECIP)-Report 1999

No further action

1315

10017/00

Action plan to improve the control of immigration. No further action

1317

10730/00

COM (2000)

480 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing certain

concessions in the form of Community tariff quotas for

certain agricultural products and providing for an

adjustment, as an autonomous  and transitional measure,

of certain agricultural  concessions provided for in the

Europe Agreement with the Slovak Republic (presented by

the Commission).

No further action

1318

10763/00

COM (2000)

463 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council on

Romania’s medium term economic strategy (presented by

the Commission)

No further action

1319

10775/00

COM (2000)

457 final

Report from the Commission on the effects of the

transitional period granted to the United Kingdom

concerning certain provisions of Council Directive

94/33/EC on the protection of young people at work.

No further action

1320

10587/00

COM (2000)

447 final

Proposal for a Council Decision extending the period of

application  of Decision 82/530/EEC authorising the United

Kingdom to permit the Isle of Man authorities to apply a

system of special import licences to sheepmeat and beef

and veal.

No further action

1323

10627/00

COM (2000)

452 –

2000/0196(AC

C)

Proposal  for a Council Decision to supply the Cooperation

Council with all relevant information required for a

thorough examination of the situation in respect of the

failure by the Russian Federation to fulfil its obligation

under the PCA in regard to trade in alcoholic beverages.

No further action

1324

10496/00

COM (2000)

451 final COD

99/0158

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 95/2/EC

on food additives other than colours and sweeteners.

No further action

1328

10851/00

COM (2000)

476 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation

(EEC) No 3030/93 on common rules for imports of certain

textiles products from third countries.

No further action

1329

10729/00

COM (2000)

473 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing certain

concessions in the form of Community tariff quotas for

certain agricultural products and providing for an

adjustment, as an autonomous and transitional measure,

of certain agricultural concessions provided for in the

No further action
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Europe Agreement with the Czech Republic (presented by

the Commission).

1332

10733/00

COM (2000)

483 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing certain

concessions in the form of Community tariff quotas for

certain agricultural products and providing for an

adjustment, as an autonomous and transitional measure,

of certain agricultural concessions provided for in the

Europe Agreement with the Republic of Bulgaria

(presented by the Commission).

No further action

1333

10731/00

COM (2000)

453 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive

anti-dumping duty and collecting definitively the provisional

duty imposed on imports of certain malleable cast iron

tube or pipe fittings originating in Brazil, the Czech

Republic, Japan, the People’s Republic of China, the

Republic of Korea and Thailand.

No further action

1334

10515/00

COM (2000)

351 final

Proposal for a Council  Regulation introducing exceptional

trade  measures for countries and territories participating

in or linked to the European Union’s Stabilisation and

Association process, amending Regulation (EC) No

2820/98 and repealing Regulations (EC) Nos 1763/1999

and 6/2000.

No further action

1335

10522/00

COM (2000)

419 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council amending Directive

82/714/EEC of 4 October 1982 laying down technical

requirements for inland waterway vessels.

No further action

1337

10601/00

COM (2000)

429 final

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee on

the operation of Directive 98/34/EC from 1995 to 1998.

No further action

1340

10680/00

COM (2000)

455 final

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament, the European Court of Auditors, the Economic

and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

_ TEMPUS (Phare and Tacis)

= Annual Report 1998.p

No further action

1345

9957/00 ADD1

COM(2000) 92

final

Seventeenth Annual Report on monitoring the application

of Community Law (1999).

No further action

1346

9957/00 ADD 2

COM(2000) 92

final (VOLUME

II)

Seventeenth Report on the application of Community

Law.(1999).

No further action

1347

9957/00 ADD 3

COM(2000) 92

final (VOLUME

III)

Seventeenth Annual Report on monitoring the application

of Community Law.

No further action

1348

9957/00 ADD 4

COM(2000) 92

final (VOLUME

IV)

Seventeenth Annual Report on monitoring the application

of Community law (1999).

No further action

1349

9957/00 ADD 5

COM(2000) 92

final (VOLUME

Seventeenth Annual Report on monitoring the application

of Community Law (1999).

No further action
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V)

1350

9957/00 ADD 6

COM(2000) 92

final (VOLUME

VI)

Seventeenth Annual Report on monitoring the application

of Community Law (1999).

No further action

1352

10495/00

COM(2000)

443 final

Communication from the Commission to the European

Parliament, the Council, the Economic and Social

Committee, the Committee of the Regions and the

European Central Bank on  practical aspects of the euro:

state of play and tasks ahead.

No further action

1353

10682/00

COM(2000)

470 final

Communication from the commission regarding financial

information on the European Development funds.

No further action

1361

10863/00

COM(2000)

512 final

98/0303 (COD)

Opinion of the Commission, pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of

the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments

to the Council’s common position regarding the proposal

for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council allowing voluntary participation by organisations in

a Community eco-management and audit scheme

(EMAS), amending the Commission proposal pursuant to

Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

No further action

1362

10864/00

COM(2000)

525 final

98/0333 (COD)

Opinion of the Commission, pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of

the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments

to the Council’s common position  regarding the proposal

for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council relating to limit values for benzene and carbon

monoxyde in ambient air, amending the Commission

proposal pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

No further action

1367

10935/00

COM(2000)

399 final

Report from the Commission to the Council on the

application of the Merger Regulation thresholds

No further action

1383

11408/00

2001 preliminary draft budget for SISNET No further action

1384

SEC(2000)

1439 final

Commission Opinion on the request by Ireland to take part

in some of the provisions of the Schengen acquis.

No further action

1386

11107/00

Draft Council Decision on the full application of the

Schengen acquis in the Nordic States.

No further action

1393

11278/00

COM(2000)

540 final

Report from the Commission to the Council on the results

of Finnish aid for certain quantities of seeds and certain

quatities of cereal seeds.

No further action

1394

11277/00

COM(2000)

541 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation authorising the

Commission to allow Finland to grant aid for certain

quantities of herbaceous seeds.

No further action

1395

11276/00

COM(2000)

435 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the extension of the

International  Agreement on Olive Oil and Tables Olives,

1986.

No further action

1397

11263/00

COM(2000)

510 final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the

Community position within the Association Council on the

participation of Hungary in the financial instrument of the

Community for the environment (LIFE) (presented by the

No further action
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Commission).

1398

11203/00

SEC(2000)

1363 final

Letter of Amendment No.1 to the Preliminary Draft Budget

for the 2001 budget year.

No further action

1399

10826/00

COM(2000)

517 final

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament

and the Council on the application by the Member States

of Council Directive 95/50/EC on  uniform procedures for

checks on the transport of dangerous goods by road.

No further action

1322

10895/00

COM (2000)

490 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation suspending , for an

additional limited period of time , council Regulation (EC)

No 2151/1999 imposing a ban on flights between the

territories of the Community and the Federal Republic of

Yugoslavia other than the Republic of Montenegro or the

Province of Kosovo, and modifying Council Regulation

(EC) No 607/2000.

No further action

1378

10447/00

Council Decision implementing Common Position

1999/691/CFSP on support to democratic forces in the

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY).

No further action

1379

10636/00

Council Regulation suspending, for an additional limited

period of time, Regulation (EC) No. 2151/1999 imposing a

ban on flights between the territories of the Community

and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia other than the

Republic of Montenegro or the Province of Kosovo, and

amending Regulation (EC) No. 607/2000.

No further action

1380

9630/1/00

REV 1

Combating money laundering. Final report on the

operation to supervise cross-border transportation of cash

(MONEYPENNY)

No further action

1351

10829/00

COM(2000)

495 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and

the European Parliament on the Mutual Recognition of

Final Decisions in Criminal Matters.

No further action

1365

9639/2/00  Rev

2

French Presidency proposal on Europol support for joint

investigative team.

No further action

1387

11344/00

Draft Council Decision setting up a Provisional judicial

Cooperation Unit.

No further action

1066

8330/00

COM(2000)

239 final

Communication from the Commission on the results of the

public consultation on the 1999 Communications Review

and Orientations for the new Regulatory Framework.

No further action

1136

8261/00

COM(2000)

273 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending, for the

second time, Regulation (EC) No 2742/1999 fixing for

2000 the fishing opportunities and associated conditions

for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks, applicable

in Community waters and, for Community vessels, in

waters where limitations in catch are required and

amending Regulation (EC) No 66/98

No further action

1242

9828/00

COM(2000)

364 final

Communication from the Commission to the European

Parliament and Council "Towards a safer and more

competitive high-quality road transport system in the

Community

No further action

1255

9896/00

Draft initiative by the French Republic for the adoption of a

Council Directive on mutual recognition of decisions

concerning expulsion of third-country nationals

No further action

1271

9984/00

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing  a catch

documentation scheme for Dissostichus spp.

No further action
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COM(2000)

383 final

1279

10419/00

COM(2000)

411 final CNS

1999/0091

Amended proposal for a Council Regulation amending

Regulation (EC) No 723/97 on the implementation of

Member States‘  action programmes on control of EAGGF

Guarantee Section expenditure

No further action

1292

10518/00

COM(2000)

437 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council on manning conditions for

regular passenger and ferry services operating between

Member States

No further action

1293

10526/00

COM(2000)

435 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Annex II of

Council Regulation (EEC) No 2377/90 laying down a

Community procedure for the establishment of maximum

residue limits of veterinary medicinal products in foodstuffs

of animal origin

No further action

1294

10392/00

COM(2000)

433 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation

(EC) No 2200/96 on the common organisation of the

market in fruit and vegetables, Regulation (EC) No

2201/96 on the common organisation of the market in

processed fruit and vegetables and Regulation (EC) No

2202/96 introducing a Community aid scheme for

producers of certain citrus fruits

No further action

962

7422/00

COM(2000)

190

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing additional

technical measures for the recovery of the stock of cod in

the Irish Sea (ICES Division VIIa)

No further action

73. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

74. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 31 October
2000 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for the
outside observer.

SP 1250, COM (2000) 379: Social Policy Agenda

75. The Committee considered this document and asked for the following
information. Members noted from the EM submitted by the Department for
Education and Employment that the Communication affects the interests of the
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Scottish Executive Ministers and that the Committee would be grateful if this
point could be elaborated upon.

76. Second, the Communication sets out areas where the Commission might put
forward proposals. The EM highlighted the fact that the UK Government
considers some proposals unjustified: “specifically, the UK opposes the
Commission’s proposal for a Directive on a national framework for information
and consultation of workers”. The EM is, however, silent on the reasons for this
opposition and it would be helpful if these could be clarified.

77. Finally, the EM further highlighted the need to assess carefully a number of
proposals. One such proposal is a "decision on Community incentive measures
in the field of employment." It would be helpful if the responsibilities of the
Scottish Ministers in this area could be clarified.

78. The Executive’s response was as follows.

The communication refers to the Employment package, of which the Employment Action
Plan is part.  The Scottish Executive is fully involved in the drafting of the Action Plan in
relation to devolved areas, including education, training, lifelong learning, local
government, economic development, etc.

The communication shows a particular interest in lifelong learning and the local and
regional dimensions of the Employment Strategy.

Proposal for a national framework for information and consultation of workers3

Industrial Relations is a matter reserved to the Department of Trade and Industry.

The UK Government opposes the proposed directive on the grounds of subsidiarity.  It
would require firms with 50 or more employees to put in arrangements for informing and
consulting their employees in respect of matters as set out in the proposed directive.
They accept that it is good management practice to inform and consult employees, but
that it is important that such mechanisms are addressed at national, not EU, level in
order better to reflect the requirements of the individual organisations.  They have
accepted the case for EU measures where companies have transnational dimension, as
in the European Works Council directive, but see no need for additional EU legislation in
respect of smaller companies at the national level.

Proposal for a decision on Community incentive measures in the field of employment

This proposal, document Council No. 10667/00 dated 26 July 2000, is to provide a legal
base for expenditure to cover activities to develop, monitor and evaluate the European
Employment Strategy including those activities adopted at the Lisbon Special Council.
As noted above, the Scottish Executive is involved in many issues which come under the
employment package.

                                           
3 This is a proposal that the European Committee returned to for further scrutiny during 2001, as a consequence
of the decision by Motorola in West Lothian to close its plant, resulting in large-scale redundancies. It is
expected that the Committee will issue a short report/opinion during autumn 2001.
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SP 1158, COM (2000) 278: Proposal for a Council Regulation on the common
organisation of the market in rice.  Proposal for a Council Regulation amending
Regulation (EC) No 1251/1999 establishing a support system for producers of
certain arable crops, in order to include rice

79. The Committee considered this document and asked for the following
information. The EM noted that, "the proposal to abolish rice intervention could
have a major impact on UK rice millers if it changed the relationship between
the existing husked/milled rice import duties which govern the competitivity of
industry. There could also be serious implications for consumer costs and
choice as a result of higher import duties, this would be particularly apparent in
the case of basmati rice". The Committee therefore asked what was the
particular relevance of these concerns in a Scottish context. The Executive
responded as follows.

On the common organisation of the rice market, current duty levels are subject to ceilings
– calculated on the basis of the intervention price – set in the fixed rate bound in GATT.
If rice intervention is abolished, these ceilings would disappear and the current (higher)
fixed rate tariff would apply to all imports.  This would raise prices to both processors and
consumers.

We thus agree with MAFF that the proposal to abolish rice intervention, but retain the
existing system of associated export and production refunds, could have a major impact
on UK rice millers.  The return to fixed tariffs would increase the price of imported indica
rice and alter the differential between milled and unmilled rice.  This differential is the
basis of the competitive position of the UK (and Northern European) milling and
processing rice industries.  UK millers believe that a differential of only 152 euros/tonne –
resulting from fixed rates bound in GATT – would leave them exposed to rice imports
from producer countries that enjoy cheaper overheads and labour costs.

Particular difficulties will arise in the case of high value basmati rice. This is because the
current flat rate import duty reduction of 250 euros/tonne – applied to ensure that the EU
complies with the GATT agreement – would no longer apply when intervention is
abolished.  Both we and MAFF believe that this would lead to a substantial rise in the
price of basmati rice as the effective duty would increase from zero to 264 euros/tonne.
For information, the UK is the EU’s main importer of basmati rice, which is mainly
consumed by the ethnic communities.

On the proposal to incorporate rice into the Arable Area Payments Scheme (AAPS), we
also agree with MAFF that this is entirely consistent with the EC Commission’s general
approach in the arable sector.  Our preference is that the area aid rate for rice should be
the same as that for other AAPS cereals crops, i.e. based on a payment of 63
euros/tonne.

Given the shared SERAD and MAFF concerns on this issue, we have been pressing the
Commission hard on both the content and timing of this proposal.  Most Member States
have difficulties with the Commission proposals, though for different reasons.  The
Northern Member States are concerned about the impact on consumer prices.  The main
millers, i.e. the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany, are concerned about the effects on
their industries.  The producing Member States, i.e. Italy, Spain, Greece, Portugal and
France, are concerned about the impact on producer returns.  However, all Member
States are concerned about the impact on WTO partners and the possible
consequences.  Discussions are thus ongoing with the Commission at official level.
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SP 972, 6290/00: Initiative by the Federal Republic of Germany for a framework
Decision on criminal law protection against fraudulent or unfair anti-competitive
conduct in relation to the award of public contracts in the common market

80. The Committee considered this document and asked for further information.
The Executive’s response was as follows.

In line with EC directives, large contracts are awarded mainly on the basis of calls for
tender throughout the EU by conventional public contracting authorities and by other
authorities acting as such in the water, energy, transport and telecommunications
sectors.

The German Government has put the framework forward because it perceives certain
problems with current international practice:

•  The legal situation as regards penalties for those involved in fraud or collusion
with the intent of securing public contracts is not consistent across the EU;

•  States’ fraud offences “can have only limited effect, as in practice the
prosecution of such offences is often frustrated for lack of evidence of financial
loss” (addendum to the framework, paragraph 2); and

•  Fines are not sufficient punishment to curb such offending.

The Home Office Explanatory Memorandum on the initiative suggests, at paragraph 13,
that precisely what types of conduct are being targeted is somewhat unclear.  The
German Government has stated that it intends this framework to be aimed at “fraudulent
conduct, not corruption”.  However, the drafting of the addendum to the framework is
unclear on this point, and the Home Office is planning to seek clarification.

Article 2 (1) of the framework gives the relevant offences.  The conduct described in
Article 2 (1) would require to be criminal under Scots law.

There is also a question of Scottish jurisdiction which is raised by Article 7 (1) of the
framework.

Paragraph 9 of the Home Office Explanatory Memorandum states that, for England and
Wales, there are criminal penalties for bribery and corruption in the public and private
sectors, but violation of EC rules on procurement and competition are civil, not criminal,
offences.

As far as procurement is concerned, we note that the framework initiative is aimed at
those seeking public contracts, rather than the public authority awarding them.  However,
should it prove necessary to prosecute an individual for this type of corruption, there are
statutory offences available under the Public Bodies Corrupt Practices Act 1889, the
Prevention of Corruption Act 1906 and the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973.

With regard to anti-competitive conduct, administrative penalties for collusion or secret
agreements are contained in the UK-wide Competition Act 1998, which is reserved under
Schedule 5 Section C3 of the Scotland Act 1998.

However, criminal law is devolved, and our common law offence of fraud is significantly
broader than the criminal offences available in England and Wales.  Fraud may be
defined as ‘the bringing about of some practical result by means of a false pretence’.
Therefore, unlike in England and Wales, it is likely that it would already be possible to
prosecute a person in Scotland for the offences outlined Article 2 (1).

For the crime of fraud to take place, there are certain necessary preconditions: some
form of deception is required, a practical outcome is required and mens rea, in the sense
of an intention to deceive, is also required.  However, there need not be shown to be any
economic loss to the affected party.  Therefore, the German Government’s perceived
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problem with proving economic loss in order to bring criminal proceedings could be
viewed as a lesser issue for Scotland than for other jurisdictions.

Furthermore, as this is a common law offence, the penalty is limited only by the court in
which it is prosecuted.  The maximum penalty for a crime prosecuted on indictment in the
High Court is life.  Therefore, the requirement in Article 3 of the framework that offences
be punishable by “dissuasive criminal penalties including … penalties involving
deprivation of liberty” is fulfilled already in Scots law.

In summary, the current provisions in criminal law appear to be compliant with Articles 2
and 3.

Article 7 (1) requires that each Member State establish its jurisdiction over (subs. a)
anyone within its territory, (subs. b) its nationals overseas and (subs. c) on those acting
on behalf of a legal person with its head office in the Member State.

It would be possible to notify the General Secretariat of the Council that the UK will not
apply, or will only in some circumstances apply, Articles 7 (1) (b) and (c).  However, if the
UK were to wish to apply either of these clauses, it is likely that legislation would be
required in Scotland to extend Scottish jurisdiction.  This is not wholly unprecedented, as
Scotland already has jurisdiction over UK nationals who have committed murder or
culpable homicide abroad but are resident in Scotland, and it is proposed that Scotland
will have extra-territorial jurisdiction for the purposes of the International Criminal Court.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 14 NOVEMBER 2000

81. During this the 19th Meeting (2000) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

Scottish Parliament

Reference Number

EC Reference Number

Title Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for Routine Scrutiny

1396

11274/00

COM(2000) 538 final

CNS 2000/0226

Proposal for a Council Regulation on information provision and promotion for

agricultural products on the internal market.

Refer to Rural Affairs

Committee

1437

11191/00

COM(2000) 549 final

Commission Recommendation for a Council Recommendation on the

implementation of Member States’ employment policies.

Refer to Enterprise

and Lifelong Learning

/ Equal Opportunities /

Social Inclusion,

Housing and Voluntary

Sector Committees

Referred to another Committee for interest only

1373

10166/00

COM(2000) 5 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

concerning the granting of aid for the co-ordination of transport by rail, road

and inland waterway

Copy to Transport and

Environment

1519

11949/00

COM(2000) 593 final

Proposal for a Council Decision establishing a Community mechanism for

the coordination of civil protection intervention in the event of emergencies.

 Copy to Local

Government

1430

11517/00

COM(2000) 489 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

concerning the Committee on Safe Seas and amending the Regulations on

maritime safety and the prevention of pollution from ships. Proposal  for a

Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending the

Directives  on maritime safety and the prevention of pollution from ships.

 Copy  to Transport

and Environment

1461

11757/00

COM(2000) 576 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament entitled: "Bringing our needs and responsibilities together-

Integrating environmental issues with economic policy".

 Copy  to Transport

and Environment and

Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning

1499

11909/00

COM(2000) 594 final

Communication from the Commission on structural indicators.

 Copy  to   Enterprise

and Lifelong Learning

Deferred to a subsequent Committee meeting

1406

10802/00

COM(2000) 347 final

COD2000/0158,

COD2000/0159

-Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on

waste electrical and electronic equipment.

 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on

the restriction  of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and

electronic equipment.

Defer

Awaiting further

information
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1338

10802/00

COM (2000) 347 final

COD 2000/0158, COD

2000/0159

_ Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on

waste electrical and electronic equipment

_  Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on

the restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and

electronic equipment.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1006

7952/00

DROIPEN 14

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the environment through

criminal law

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1092

7426/00

COM(2000) 272 final

Preparation for a mid term review of the multi-annual guidance programmes

(MAGP)

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1169

8264/00

COM(2000) 338 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending, for the third time, Regulation

(EC) No 2742/1999 fixing for 2000 the fishing opportunities and associated

conditions for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks and groups of fish

stocks, applicable in Community waters and, for Community vessels, in

waters where limitations in catch are required, and amending Regulation

(EC) No 66/98

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1434

11305/00

DROIPEN 39

Draft Framework Decision on money laundering, the identification, tracing,

freezing, seizing and confiscation of instrumentalities and the proceeds of

crime.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1489

SN 3383/00

Initiative of the French Republic for a draft Council Regulation (EC) on the

mutual enforcement of judgements on rights of access to children.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1490

11666/00

SEC(2000) 1564

Trends in European innovation policy and the climate for innovation in the

Union.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1501

9737/2/00 REV 2

Programme of measures to implement the principle of mutual recognition of

decisions in criminal matters.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1503

11344/2/00 REV 2

Draft Council Decision establishing a Provisional Judicial Cooperation Unit.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1504

11808/00

initiative of the Federal Republic of Germany with a view to the adoption of a

Council Regulation on cooperation between the courts of the Member States

in the taking of evidence in civil and commercial matters.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1021

8075/00

COM(2000) 238 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1255/96

temporarily suspending the autonomous common customs tariff duties on

certain industrial and agricultural products.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1402

11265/00

COM(2000) 503 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation opening and providing for the

administration of autonomous Community tariff quotas for certain fishery

products.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1435

10776/00

COM(2000) 7 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on

action by Member States concerning public services requirements and the

award of public service contracts in passenger transport by rail, road, and

inland waterway.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information
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1451

11547/00

COM(2000) 592 final

Proposal for a Council decision establishing a European judicial Network in

civil and commercial matters.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1454

11840/00

COM(2000) 547 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on integrated coastal zone management: a strategy for Europe.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1491

11667/00

COM(2000) 567 final

Innovation in a knowledge-driven economy. Communication from the

Commission to the Council and the European Parliament.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1493

11788/00

SEC(2000) 1531

Commission Report on the Implementation of the Action Plan to Increase the

Competitiveness of the European Textile and Clothing Industry (COM(97)

454). Commission staff working paper.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1509

12189/00

SOC 333

Fight against poverty and social exclusion.Definition of appropriate

objectives with a view to the Nice European Council. Political agreement.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1514

12074/00

COM(2000) 619 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down control measures applicable

to fishing for certain stocks of highly migratory fish.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

1492

9737/3/00

REV 3

Programme of measures to implement the principle of mutual recognition of

decisions in criminal matters.

 Defer

Awaiting further

information

No further action

1403

10371/00

COM(2000) 453 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty

and collecting definitively the provisional duty  imposed on imports of certain

malleable cast iron tube or pipe fittings originating in Brazil, the Czech

Republic, Japan, the People’s Republic of China, the Republic of Korea and

Thailand.

 No further action

1407

11262/00

COM(2000) 509 final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within

the Association Council on the participation of Slovenia in the financial

instrument of the Community for the environment (LIFE)      Presented by the

Commission.

 No further action

1408

11261/00

COM(2000) 508 final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within

the Association Council on the participation of Latvia in the financial

instrument of the Community for the environment (LIFE) (presented by the

Commission)

 No further action

1409

11260/00

COM(2000) 506 final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within

the Association Council on the participation of Estonia in the financial

instrument of the Community for the environment (LIFE) (presented by the

Commission)

 No further action

1410

11259/00

COM(2000) 505 final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within

the Association Council on the participation of Romania in the financial

instrument of the Community for the environment (LIFE) (presented by the

Commission)

 No further action
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1413

11159/00

COM(2000) 478 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position to be presented

within the EC-South Africa Cooperation Council on the rules of procedure of

the Cooperation Council.

 No further action

1414

11117/00

COM(2000) 407 final

COD 2000/0187

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council  on a

regulatory framework  for radio policy in the European Community.

 No further action

1417

10608/00

COM(2000) 514 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending for the fourth time Regulation

(EC) No. 2742/1999 fixing for 2000 the fishing opportunities and associated

conditions for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks.

 No further action

1418

10607/00

COM(2000) 501 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending for the sixth time Regulation

(EC) No. 850/98 for the conservation of fishery resources through technical

measures for the protection of juveniles of marine organisms.

 No further action

1419

10881/00

COM(2000) 504 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on

imports of fluorspar originating in the People’s Republic of China.

 No further action

1420

10889/00

COM(2000) 530 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation further amending Regulation (EEC) No.

3905/88 as regards definitive anti-dumping duties on imports of polyester

yarn originating in Taiwan and Turkey.

 No further action

1421

10922/00

COM(2000) 544 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive countervailing duty

and definitively collecting the provisional countervailing duty imposed on

imports of styrene-butadiene-styrene thermoplastic rubbers originating in

Taiwan.

 No further action

1422

10951/00

COM(2000) 534 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty

and collecting definitively the provisional duties imposed on imports of

solutions of urea and ammonium nitrate originating in Algeria, Belarus,

Lithuania, Russia and Ukraine and terminating the anti-dumping proceeding

in respect of imports originating in the Slovak Republic.

 No further action

1423

10919/00

COM(2000) 543 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty

and definitively collecting the provisional anti-dumping duty imposed on

imports of styrene-butadiene-styrene thermoplastic rubbers originating in

Taiwan.

 No further action

1441

11381/00

COM(2000) 497 final

EURO-MEDITERRANEAN PARTNERSHIP. Communication from the

Commission to the Council and the European Parliament to prepare the

fourth meeting of Euro-Mediterranean Foreign Ministers entitled

"Reinvigorating the Barcelona-Process".

 No further action

1446

11594/00

COM(2000) 462 final

Proposal for a Council Directive on Community measures for the control of

classical swine fever.

 No further action

1455

11804/00

COM(2000) 584 final

Report from the Commission on the operation in 1999 of the export earnings

stabilisation system under the fourth ACP-EC Convention as revised by the

Agreement signed in Mauritius.

 No further action



European Committee 4th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)109

1464

11624/00

COM(2000) 537 final

CNS 2000/0223

VAT. Minimum standard rate.  No further action

1467

11511/00

COM(2000) 601 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be adopted by the

Community within the ACP-EC Committee of Ambassadors relating to the

adoption of a decision concerning the establishment of a reserve intended to

finance decisions under STABEX and SYSMIN in the period 2 August to 31

December 2000.

 No further action

1476

10314/00

Proposals for amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Court of Justice  No further action

1477

11251/00

Initiative of the French Presidency on extending the scope of cross-border

surveillance pursuant to Article 40 of the Schengen Convention.

 No further action

1478

10720/00

SEC(2000) 1884

Commission staff working paper: Desertification Report: Report highlighting

the activities of the European Community in the context of the United Nations

Convention to Combat Desertification (UN CCD)- June 2000.

 No further action

1488

7027/00

SIS 32

Council Decision on the establishment of a financial Regulation governing

the budgetary aspects of the management by the Deputy Secretary- General

of the Council, of contracts concluded in his name, on behalf of certain

Member States, relating to the installation and the functioning of the

communication infrastructure for the Schengen environment, "SISNET".

 No further action

1496

11684/00

COM(2000) 589 final

6th VAT directive: request from the United Kingdom Government for a

derogation (Article 27 procedure). Right to deduct.

 No further action

1497

11847/00

Council Common Position concerning the extension of Common Position

96/635/CFSP on Burma/Myanmar.

 No further action

1498

11848/00

COM(2000) 582 final

2000/0243(CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the implementation of the rules on

competition laid down in articles 81 and 82 of the Treaty and amending

Regulations (EEC) No. 1017/68, (EEC) No. 2988/74, (EEC) No. 4056/86 and

(EEC) No. 3975/87.

 No further action

1511

SEC(2000) 1377 final

Transfer of appropriations  No 24/2000. Non-compulsory expenditure.  No further action

1512

10722/00

Draft Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the

protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by the

institutions and bodies of the Community and on the free movement of such

data.

 No further action

1516

12017/00

COM(2000) 588 final

The Future of structured dialogue after the expiry of the ECSC Treaty.

Communication from the Commission.

 No further action

1517

12003/00

COM(2000) 607 final

EURES activity report 1998-1999: "Towards an integrated European Labour

market: the contribution of EURES".

 No further action
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1520

11787/00 ADD 1

COM(2000) 1113 final

Commission staff working paper. TEN annual Report 1999-Annexes.  No further action

1522

11765/00

COM(2000) 577 final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the Council determining the list of

third countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when

crossing the external borders and those whose nationals are exempt from

that requirement.

 No further action

1401

11266/00

COM(2000) 487 final

COD 2000/0211

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Council Directive 70/220/EEC concerning measures to be taken

against air pollution by emissions from motor vehicles.

 No further action

1404

10586/00

COM(2000) 445 final

Report from the Commission to the Council on the Application of a Council

Decision authorising the United Kingdom to permit the Isle of Man authorities

to apply a system of special import licences to sheepmeat, beef and veal.

 No further action

1405

10590/00

COM(2000) 439 final

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament-

European Community Investment Partners (ECIP) - Report 1999.

 No further action

1411

11253/00

COM(2000) 524 final

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on

the borrowing and lending activities of the Community in 1999.

 No further action

1412

11244/00

COM(2000) 522 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No. 1907/90

on certain marketing standards for eggs.

 No further action

1415

11072/00

SEC (2000) 1295

Commission Staff Working Paper: European Community Investment

Partners (ECIP)                              Report 1999-Annexes

 No further action

1416

10936/00

COM(2000) 527 final

COD 97/0345

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the EC Treaty, on

the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position

regarding the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending Directives 89/48/EEC and 92/51EEC on the general

system for the recognition of professional qualifications and supplementing

Directives 77/452/EEC, 77/453/EEC, 78/686/EEC, 78/687/EEC,

78/1026/EEC, 78/1027/EEC, 80/154/EEC, 80/155/EED, 85/384/EEC,

85/432/EEC, 85/433/EEC and 93/16/EEC concerning the professions of

nurse responsible for general care, dental practitioner, veterinary surgeon,

midwife, architect, pharmacist and doctor.

 No further action

1424

11581/00

SIS 82  COMIX 678

Council Decision amending Decision 2000/265/EC on the establishment of a

financial regulation governing the budgetary aspects of the management by

the Deputy Secretary-General of the Council of contracts concluded in his

name, on behalf of certain Members States, relating to the installation and

the functioning of the communication infrastructure for the Schengen

environment, "SISNET"

 No further action

1425

11596/00

COM(2000) 529 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on

the animal-health requirements applicable to non-commercial movement of

pet animals.

 No further action
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1426

11578/00

COM(2000) 533 final

Amended proposal for a Council Decision creating a European Refugee

Fund.

 No further action

1427

11577/00

COM(2000) 575 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the EC Treaty, on

the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position

regarding the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending Council Directive 91/440/EEC on the development of the

Community’s railways amending the proposal of the Commission pursuant to

Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

 No further action

1428

11576/00

COM(2000) 572 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the EC Treaty, on

the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position

regarding the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council on the allocation of railway infrastructure capacity and the levying of

charges for the use of railway infrastructure and safety certification

amending  the proposal of the Commission  pursuant to Article 250(2) of the

EC Treaty.

 No further action

1429

11575/00

COM(2000) 571 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the EC Treaty, on

the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position

regarding the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council  amending Directive 95/18/EC on the licensing of railway

undertakings amending the proposal of the Commission  pursuant to Article

250(2) of the EC Treaty.

 No further action

1431

11492/00

COM(2000) 566 final

(COD) 2000/0233

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on

measuring instruments.

 No further action

1432

11327/00

COM(2000) 518 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament, the ECSC Consultative Committee, the Economic and Social

Committee and the Committee of the Regions. Expiry of the ECSC Treaty:

Financial activities after 2002.

 No further action

1433

10815/00

SEC(2000) 1359 final

Draft Decision of the Representatives of the Governments of the Member

States, meeting within the Council, regarding provisional application of the

Internal Agreement on the financing and administration of Community Aid

under the Financial Protocol to the Partnership Agreement between the

African, Caribbean and Pacific States and the European Community and its

member States signed in Benin on 23 June 2000 and the allocation of

financial assistance for the Overseas Countries and Territories to which Part

Four of the EC Treaty applies.

 No further action

1436

11189/00

COM(2000) 548 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on guidelines for Member States’

employment policies for the year 2001.

 No further action

1438

11365/00

COM(2000) 557 final

2000/0229 (ACC)

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Annex I to Council Regulation

(EEC) No.2658/87 on the tariff and statistical nomenclature and on the

Common Customs Tariff (presented by the Commission.

 No further action
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1439

11367/00

COM(2000) 569 final

Communication from the Commission on remuneration and pensions.

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending the Staff regulations of Officials

and the Conditions of Employment of Other Servants of the European

Communities as regards the arrangements for the adjustment of

remuneration and the temporary contribution.

 No further action

1440

11370/00

COM(2000) 552 final

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on

the implementation of the communication "Building a comprehensive

partnership with China".

 No further action

1442

11402/00

COM(2000) 553 final

Report from the Commission to the Council on the implementation of Annex

X to the staff Regulations (Council Regulation No. 3019/87 of 5 October

1987) -1999.

 No further action

1443

11532/00

COM(2000) 493 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament. Commission support to nuclear safety  in the Newly Independent

States and Central and Eastern Europe (submitted by the Commission).

 No further action

1444

11569/00

COM(2000) 471 final

Progress report on the network for the epidemiological surveillance and

control of communicable diseases in the Community.

 No further action

1445

11589/00

COM(2000) 550 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament setting out conditions, in the context of preferential tariff

arrangements, for informing economic operators and Member State

administrations of cases of reasonable doubt as to the origin of goods.

 No further action

1448

10345/00

COM(2000) 275 final 2

Corrigendum to document COM(00) 275 final. Proposal for a Directive of the

European Parliament and of the Council on the coordination of procedures

for the award of public supply contracts, public service contracts and public

works contracts.

 No further action

1449

10346/00

COM(2000) 276 final 2

Corrigendum to document COM() 276 final.   Proposal for a Directive of the

European Parliament and of the Council coordinating the procurement

procedures of entities operating in the water, energy and transport sectors.

 No further action

1452

11901/00

Com(2000) 585 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on accelerated action targeted at major communicable diseases

within the context of poverty reduction.

 No further action

1453

11859/00

COM(2000) 600 final

Interim Commission report to the Council and the European Parliament

presenting an initial appraisal of the implementation of Directive 96/16/EC on

statistical surveys of milk and milk products (pursuant to Article 8 of Directive

96/16/EC).

 No further action

1456

11795/00

COM(2000) 570 final

Proposal for a Council Decision determining the Community position for a

decision on the Joint Committee on amending the Sectoral Annex on

Telecommunications Terminal  Equipment to the Agreement on Mutual

Recognition in relation to Conformity Assessment, certificates and markings

between the European Community and New Zealand.

 No further action

1457

11794/00

COM(2000) 564 final

Proposal for a Council Decision determining the Community position for a

decision on the Joint Committee on amending the Sectoral Annex on

Telecommunications Terminal  Equipment to the Agreement on Mutual

Recognition in relation to Conformity Assessment, certificates and markings

between the European Community and Australia.

 No further action
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1458

11793/00

COM(2000) 563 final

Proposal for a Council Decision determining the Community position for a

decision on the Joint Committee on amending the Sectoral Annexes on

Telecommunications Terminal  Equipment, Information Technology

Equipment and Radio Transmitters, on Electromagnetic Compatibility, on

Electrical Safety, on Recreational Craft and on Medical Devices of the

Agreement on Mutual Recognition between the European Community and

Canada. .

 No further action

1459

11792/00

COM(2000) 568 final

COD 2000/0235

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Directive 80/232/EEC as regards the range of nominal weights for

coffee extracts and chicory extracts.

 No further action

1460

11791/00

COM(2000) 596 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No. 1657/93

temporarily suspending the autonomous Common Customs Tariff duties on

certain industrial products intended to equip the free zones of the Azores and

Madeira.

 No further action

1462

11686/00

COM(2000) 511 final

COD 2000/0213

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on

insurance mediation.

 No further action

1463

11668/00

Special report No. 15/2000 by the Court of Auditors on the Cohesion Fund.  No further action

1465

11623/00

COM(2000) 583 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Council Regulation (EC) No. 2223/96 as concerns the use of ESA

95 in the determination of member States’ payments to the VAT-based own

resource.

 No further action

1466

11595/00

COM(2000) 542 final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Decision 90/424/EEC on

expenditure in the veterinary field.

 No further action

1468

11353/00

COM(2000) 532 final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Decision 95/408/EC on the

conditions for drawing up, for an interim period, provisional lists of third

country establishments from which Member States are authorised to import

certain products of animal origin, fishery products or live bivalve molluscs.

 No further action

1469

11330/00

COM(2000) 521 final

Proposal for a Council Decision laying down the multiannual technical

guidelines for the research programme of the Coal and Steel research Fund.

 No further action

1470

11329/00

COM(2000) 520 final

Proposal for a Council decision laying down multiannual financial guidelines

for managing the assets of the "ECSC in liquidation".

 No further action

1471

11328/00

COM(2000) 519 final

Draft decision of the Representatives of the Governments of the Member

States of the European Coal and Steel Community, meeting within the

Council, concerning the financial consequences of the expiry of the Treaty

establishing the European Coal and Steel Community.

 No further action



European Committee 4th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)114

1472

11190/00 ADD1

COM(2000) 551 final

(VolumeII)

Draft Joint employment report 2000(Volume II). Statistical Annex (Definitions,

tables and charts)

 No further action

1473

11190/00

COM(2000) 551 final

(VolumeI)

Draft joint employment report 2000 (VolumeI). Part I: The European Union.

Part II: Member States

 No further action

1474

10609/00

COM(2000) 581 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending for the fourth time Regulation

(EC) No. 2742/1999 fixing for 2000 the fishing opportunities and associated

conditions for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks, applicable in

Community waters and, for Community vessels, in waters where limitations

in catch are required and amending Regulation (EC) No 66/98

 No further action

1475

10877/00

COM(2000) 491 final

Proposal for a council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on

imports of television camera systems originating in Japan.

 No further action

1479

10299/00 ADD 1

Volume 10

Draft general budget of the European Communities for the financial year

2001.

 No further action

1480

Budget Volume 8

Draft general budget of the European Communities for the financial year

2001.

 No further action

1481

Budget volume 6

Draft general budget of the European Communities for the financial year

2001

 No further action

1482

Budget Volume 7

Draft general budget of the European Communities for the financial year

2001

 No further action

1483

Budget volume 1

Draft general budget of the European Communities for the financial year

2001

 No further action

1484

Budget Volume 5

Draft general budget of the European Communities for the financial year

2001

 No further action

1485

Budget Volume 9

Draft general budget of the European Communities for the financial year

2001

 No further action

1486

Budget Volume 3

Draft general budget of the European Communities for the financial year

2001

 No further action

1487

Budget Volume 4

Draft general budget of the European Communities for the financial year

2001

 No further action

1494

11297/00

COM(2000) 432 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the definition of the concept of

"originating products" and methods of administrative cooperation in trade

between the customs territory of the Community and Ceuta and Melilla.

 No further action
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1495

COM(2000) 526 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2) (c) of the EC Treaty,

on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common

position regarding the proposal for a European Parliament and Council

recommendation providing for minimum criteria for environmental

inspections in the Member States- amending the proposal of the

Commission pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

 No further action

1500

11926/00

COM(2000) 605 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (Ec) No. 1349/2000

establishing certain concessions in the form of Community tariff quotas for

certain agricultural products and providing for an adjustment, as an

autonomous and transitional measure, of certain agricultural concessions

provided for in the Europe Agreement with Estonia. (Presented by the

commission).

 No further action

1505

11997/00

COM(2000) 603 final

Report from the Commission for the Biarritz European Council on the

Community’s strategy for safety at sea.

 No further action

1506

10401/00

COM(2000) 498 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No.

5/96 imposing definitive anti-dumping duties on imports of microwaves ovens

originating in the People’s Republic of China, the Republic of Korea,

Malaysia and Thailand.

 No further action

1507

10884/00

COM(2000) 531 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 1001/97

imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of polyester textured

filament yarn originating in Malaysia.

 No further action

1508

10940/00

COM(2000) 556 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 119/97

imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of ring binder

mechanisms originating in the People’s Republic of China.

 No further action

1510

9223/00

Council Recommendation of 19 June 2000 on the broad guidelines of the

economic policies of the Member States and the Community.

 No further action

1513

12075/00

COM(2000) 629 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the conclusion of the Protocol setting

out, for the period 1 July 2000 to 30 June 2003, the fishing opportunities and

financial  contribution provided for in the Agreement between the European

Economic Community and the Republic of Cote d’Ivoire on fishing off the

coast of Cote d’Ivoire.

 No further action

1515

12022/00

COM(2000) 580 final

Communication from the Commission. Services of General Interest in

Europe.

 No further action

1518

11983/00

COM(2000) 590 final

ACC 2000/0242

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the approval of an agreement in

the form of an Exchange of letters between the Community and each of the

EFTA countries that grant tariff preferences under the GSP (Norway and

Switzerland), providing that goods originating in Norway and Switzerland

shall be treated on their arrival on the customs territory of the Community as

goods with content of Community origin (reciprocal agreement).

 No further action

1521

11787/00

COM(2000) 591 final

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the

Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. Trans-

European network: 1999 Annual Report pursuant to Article 16 of Regulation

(EC) No. 2236/95 laying down general rules for the granting of Community

financial assistance in the field of Trans-European Networks.

 No further action
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1447

11648/00

PESC 405 COAFR 60

COARM 10

Council Common Position extending and amending Common Position

1999/206/CFSP concerning Ethiopia and Eritrea as regards the embargo on

arms for ethiopia and Eritrea.

 No further action

1450

11356/00

ENFOPOL 61

Amendment of Article 40 of the Schengen Convention concerning the right of

cross-border surveillance.

 No further action

1225

9440/00

COM(2000) 378 final

Proposal for a Council Decision regulating the use of material presenting

risks as regards transmissible spongiform encephalopathies and amending

Decision 94/474/EC

 No further action

1276

10346/00

COM(2000) 276 final

COD 2000/0117

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council,

coordinating the procurements procedures of entities operating in the water,

energy and transport sectors

 No further action

1297

10544/00

COM(2000) 319 final

COD 2000/0139

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive amending

Directive 97/67/EC with regard to the further opening to competition of

Community postal services

 No further action

1381

11113/00

COM(2000) 441 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing, pursuant to Article 1(7) of

Regulation (EEC) 3030/93, the list of textiles and clothing products to be

integrated into GATT 1994 on 1 January 2002 and amending Annex X to

Regulation (EEC) No. 3030/93 and Annex II to Regulation (EC) No. 3285/94.

 No further action

1502

11186/00

Draft explanatory report on the Convention on mutual assistance in criminal

matters between the Member states of the European Union.

 No further action

82. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

83. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 14 November
2000 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for the
outside observer.
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SP 1396, COM (2000) 538: Proposal for a Council Regulation on information
provision and promotion for agricultural products on the internal market

Background

84. At the moment the Commission operates twelve promotional schemes for
products selected over the course of the years by the Council.  Some are run
directly by the Commission (e.g. olive oil, flax, nuts, logos), others are run
indirectly through the Member States or trade organisations (beef, milk
products, labelling).

85. The Commission believes it is time to harmonise and simplify the various
current promotion schemes for agricultural products so as to increase their
effectiveness and make their management more transparent. In addition, the
Commission sees merit in trying to set up a system which would provide
information and promotion of a generic character while avoiding overlap with
promotional action of companies and national/regional authorities.

86. The Commission wants to abandon the "piecemeal" approach taken up to now.
It is proposed that the Commission periodically chooses the themes and sectors
that are to be the subject of information provisions and promotion

87. Under this proposal the Community will finance, wholly or in part, information
provision and promotion for agricultural and food products carried out in its
territory as long as these measures are not brand-oriented or incite to
consumption of a product on grounds of its specific origin. (This does not
exclude the possibility of indicating the origin of a product in the case of
designations conferred under Community provisions).

88. The proposal lists the type of measures eligible for Community financial
assistance.  These include:

a) public relations work, promotion and advertising that draws attention to
intrinsic features and advantages of Community products, notably quality,
hygiene, safety, specific production methods, labelling, high animal
welfare standards and respect for the environment; and

b) information provision notably on the Community protected designation
of origin (PDO), protected geographical indication (PGI), traditional
speciality guaranteed (TSG), organic production and labelling provided for
in agricultural legislation.

89. The sectors and products to be covered shall be determined with regard to inter
alia:

a) the implementation of a consumer information labelling system and of
product traceablility and control systems; and

b) the desirability of providing information on the Community PDO/PDI,
TSG and organic production schemes.
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90. The Government’s position: It is not very clear from the Explanatory
Memorandum submitted by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
whether or not the Government is opposed to or support this proposal, and the
Committee asked that this point be clarified.

91. The Committee also agreed that it would be helpful to seek a statement of
policy on access to this type of Community funding.

92. The proposal is meant to harmonise and simplify the current system so as to
make it more effective and so as to facilitate the management of the resources
made available.  It is however not very clear from the Explanatory Memorandum
supplied by MAFF whether this purpose would actually be served by the
proposal as it currently stands and the Committee agreed that would be helpful
if this point could be clarified.

93. Members also agreed to seek clarification as to what precisely is the
Government’s position on this proposal.

94. The Executive’s response was as follows.

Since original draft legislation was submitted to the Committee significant changes have
taken place following discussion at the Joint Management Committee in Brussels.  We
understand that MAFF have sent a copy of the new draft and a further Explanatory letter
to the Westminster Scrutiny Committee and these will be copied to the Scottish
Parliamentary European Committee.  However, to save some time we attach a copy to
this note (not reproduced here).  The most significant change to take place is that in
certain circumstances (to be decided by the Management Committee) the Commission
will meet 50% of the cost and the producer organisation the other 50% removing the
need for compulsory co-financing by Member State.  This met one of the UK’s concerns
but, as the Committee will see the UK maintained a Parliamentary Reserve on the
proposal.  The new draft is to go to the Agriculture Council on 19 December as an A
point.  The implementing regulation and detailed rules for the scheme will be worked up
in the New Year.  Not until we see the results of these discussions can we provide a
definitive response on the issues raised by the Committee.  Although it is the
Commission’s belief that these proposals will simplify the current system and make it
more effective it is not yet clear from either correspondence or discussion that this will be
the case.

The proposal suggests that decisions would be taken at Management Committee level
as to which sectors and themes are to be the subject of information provision and
support.  If the sectors and themes chosen were ones which would be beneficial to
Scotland’s primary producers and our agri-food industry eg beef, lamb, pigmeat then we
would wish to ensure that they did not lose out on the chance to participate or to access
these additional EU funds.

95. The Committee noted the comments in the original SCN to the effect that "the
implementing regulation and detailed rules for the scheme will be worked up in
the New Year.  Not until we see the results of these discussions can we provide
a definitive response on the issues raised by the Committee".  The Committee
then stated that it would be grateful, therefore, if in the light of the developments
which have taken place since this SCN was issued, the Committee could be
provided with a definitive response to their queries.
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SP 1437, COM (2000) 549: Commission Recommendations for Council
Recommendations on the implementation of Member States’ employment policies

Background

96. A comparative analysis of Member States employment performances is
attached to the recommendations (not reproduced here).  The document sets
out recommendations to individual Member States on the way forward in
conducting their employment policies in the framework of the European
Employment Strategy.

97. This recommendation draws on the findings from the Commission’ examination
of the National Action Plans. It is part of a package including both the draft Joint
Employment Report for 2000, which sets out the Commission’s findings in
detail, and the proposal for a Council decision on the Employment Guidelines
for 2001.

98. According to the Commission, care has been taken to ensure the coherence of
these employment recommendations with those of the Broad Economic Policy
Guidelines.

99. This year’s recommendations differ from last years in a number of respects, to
reflect:

•  the extent to which individual Member States have responded to
recommendations, in the light of their particular labour market
conditions;

•  the development of the Luxembourg process, particularly in the light of
the conclusions of the Lisbon and Feira European Councils, which
emphasised the role of an active employment policy in establishing a
knowledge-based economy.

100. The key labour market challenges facing the UK are identified as follows:

•  The UK enjoyed healthy employment growth in 1999 and the
employment rates for men and women are clearly above the EU
average. The unemployment rate continued to fall in 1999, to 6.1%,
below the EU average. Yet, important structural problems persist:

•  Inflows into long-term unemployment amongst young people and
adults (17% and 11% respectively) still exceed those of the best
performing Member States.

•  Although long-term unemployment is falling, there are still persistent
problems concentrated in specific groups, households with no one in
work, inactivity among lone parents etc..

•  Some sectors, particularly information technology, suffer from a skills
gap. The low level of basic skills is still a problem in the UK.

•  Though diminishing, the gender pay gap remains high compared to the
EU average.

101. The recommendations for the UK can be found at p.27 of the document.
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102. Further efforts are required in response to the employment guidelines and
recommendations are made in relation to improve: the adaptability of the
workforce, the gender pay gap, childcare provisions, a preventive strategy for
the unemployed and lifelong learning.

103. The UK should:

•  Improve the balance of policy implementation guidelines, so as to
strengthen and make more visible efforts to modernise work
organisation, in particular by fostering social partnership at all
appropriate levels.

•  Pursue efforts to reduce the gender pay gap and take action to
improve childcare provision. Special attention should be given to the
needs of lone parents.

•  Reinforce active labour market policies for the adult unemployed
before the 12 months point so as to increase the number of people
benefiting from active measures, and supplement the support provided
by the Jobseeker’s Allowance Regime.

•  Intensify efforts to implement initiatives on life long learning,
particularly those aimed at increasing the general level of basic skills,
demonstrating how access will be ensured for those groups
traditionally reluctant to take up the opportunity, or unable to find
suitable provision.

104. The UK Government is supportive of the European Commission’s decision to
suggest Recommendations aimed at individual Member States and of the
principles behind the recommendations.  The Government believes they are an
important instrument to take forward the European Employment Strategy.

105. The Government announces that its main responses will be to:

•  Modernise work organisation, foster social partnership.
•  Reduce gender pay gap and improve childcare: especially reform of

the careers services, childcare strategies, New Deal for lone parents
etc.

106. In light of the above analysis, the Committee agreed to ask the Scottish
Executive what were their plans in connection with the modernisation of work
organisation, the reduction of gender pay gap, the improvement of childcare.
The Executive replied accordingly.

Four of the Committee’s recommendations are directed to the UK having taken account
of the responses reported in the National Action Plan.  The Scottish Executive is fully
involved in the drafting of the Action Plan in relation to devolved areas, including
education, training, lifelong learning, local Government, economic development, and
childcare.

Recommendation (1) - Request to modernise work organisation, fostering social
partnership at all appropriate levels.
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There are a number of social partnerships in place in Scotland including;

•  Social Inclusion Partnerships targeted on area of greatest need and socially
excluded groups in rural and urban areas;

•  Scotland’s 23 New Deal Strategic Partnerships have been successful because
of their inclusive approach to delivering the programme.  Generally based on
LEC areas, they are as widely representative as possible of local bodies who
know the needs of the particular area;

•  There is a New Deal Advisory Task Force for Scotland which advises on policy
and design issues in relation to the New Deal and monitors delivery in
Scotland;

•  Partnership Action for Continuing Employment, a Scottish Executive initiative
that puts in place a strategic national framework for dealing with companies in
difficulty that is consistent across Scotland.

•  Also Local Economic Forums will be set up to consider local needs within a
national framework, to develop clarity in roles and responsibilities for the
agencies involved and bring more coherence in local economic development.

Recommendation (2) - Reduce gender pay gap and improve childcare.

Improving childcare has cost implications for Scotland.  However, there is a separate
Scottish Childcare Strategy and a New Deal Advisory Task Force for Scotland Sub
Group for Lone Parents.  Various other initiatives impact in this general area, including
funding for childcare for those going into further education and the present review of the
Scottish Careers service which will report very soon.

Recommendation (3) - Reinforce active labour market policies for the adult unemployed
before the 12 month point.

The Scottish Executive is undertaking a review of Training for Work, the Scottish training
programme for those aged 25 and over who have been unemployed for 6 months or
longer.  The results will shortly be announced.

Recommendation (4) - Intensify efforts to implement initiatives on lifelong learning,
particularly those aimed at basic skills.

The Adult Literacy 2000 Team was set up in June 2000 to report to Ministers on the
policy and strategic framework for raising literacy and numeracy levels in Scotland.
Arrangements are already in hand to train more literacy practitioners and work is going
ahead with the ELLD New Deal teams and Employment Service to introduce appropriate
New Deal assessments for the long-term unemployed.  In the recent Spending Review
£22.5m was made available for adult literacy over the next 3 years to support the
recommendations of the Adult Literacy 2000 Team.

The Executive has devolved responsibility for lifelong learning and is progressing a
number of initiatives which will allow people of all ages, abilities and circumstances to
develop the skills they need to access jobs and to develop in those jobs.  These include:

•  the creation of the Scottish University for Industry, branded learndirect
scotland, simplifying access to learning and flexibility in delivery.  learndirect
scotland offers easy access to learning opportunities, available where and
whenever and how most convenient to the adult learner.  It also offers advice
on qualifications, support and childcare.

•  the introduction of Individual Learning Accounts to help all people aged 18 and
over to take responsibility for and invest in their own learning and personal
development.  ILAs are available for most types of learning and discounts of
80% are offered on basic computing, literacy and numeracy courses.
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SP 1092, COM (2000) 272: Preparation for a mid term review of the multi-annual
guidance programmes (MAGP)

107. The Committee agreed to ask the Scottish Executive for further information on
this document, as follows. As the EM notes, the Government supports the
principle of reducing the over-capacity of the fleet.  Members noted that the UK
prefers to use controls on activity rather than cuts in capacity.  However,
whatever method is used to limit fishing effort, this has the same consequence
for industry.  Given that, as the EM points out, the pelagic industry plays an
important role in the economies of local communities in Scotland which have
few alternative employment opportunities, Members therefore asked what sort
of measures will be taken to offset any further controls on activity. The
Commission notes at p.10 of the report that it proposes to take the appropriate
measures to co-finance the restructuring of the fleet through the FIFG funds
available for the period 2000-2006.  Members also asked whether this would not
involve reallocation of existing resources.

108. Secondly, the Committee noted the severe reservations expressed by the
Government in the EM.  It may be asked whether the following reservation
ought to be made: how can the Commission justify further reduction of over-
capacity when there is no evidence – as the Commission itself acknowledges -
that MAGP IV has any influence on the status of the fishing stocks.

109. Finally, Members asked if the Executive could agree to keep the Committee
informed of any specific proposals which the Commission may put forward to
amend MAGP IV. The Executive responded accordingly.

The position set out in the MAFF explanatory memorandum reflects policy agreed
between the Fisheries Departments in the UK.  It is important to bear in mind that the
Commission document is in the form of a report.  It is not a proposal for legislation.  The
Executive supports the principle of reducing over-capacity in the fleet but takes the view
that the measures suggested in the report are neither practical nor justified.  We also
favour retaining the option of effort controls as a mechanism to limit fishing effort.  These
points were made during discussions at the EC Fisheries Council meeting on 16 June,
when the Commission’s report was discussed by Member States.  Further discussions
are underway (including a wide-ranging Commission hearing held on 21 September) and
proposals from the Commission are awaited.  The Executive will make these generally
available when they are received.

The minute commissioning this Note suggests that whatever method is used to limit
fishing effort will have the same consequences for industry.  This is not necessarily the
case.  It may be possible either for existing vessels/capacity to fish against restrictive
effort allocations and remain economically viable; or for a reduced number/capacity of
vessels to fish relatively more against higher individual quotas (implying higher levels of
individual profitability).  Either approach has pros and cons.  Reducing capacity is likely
to improve fishing and economic sustainability, but requires a realistic timetable and
measures to manage and has the drawback of reduced flexibility and associated
reductions in employment in the sector.  Maintaining broadly existing capacity, while
potentially retaining flexibility and current levels of employment, runs the risk of
unsustainable fishing and increased economic pressures on fishermen to fish illegally.
The appropriate approach needs to take account of scientific advice on the stocks, the
position in all EC Member States and socio-economic considerations.  This rationale has
underpinned the position of the UK Fisheries Departments.  In particular, it explains why
an effort management regime has been applied to the pelagic fleet.
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On co-financing the re-structuring of the fleet, there would indeed be inevitable and
significant opportunity costs were funding to be earmarked, from the FIFG programme or
other available sources of funding, for the removal of pelagic fleet capacity.  That is a
moot point until successor arrangements to MAGPIV are agreed: but policy to date has
been not to do so because of the very substantial costs that would be involved.  The
FIFG programme more generally is aimed at developing sustainable and value added
fisheries activities in fisheries-dependent communities - and can include measures to
assist diversification within and away from fisheries - which can help offset the socio-
economic impacts of any fleet reductions.

The Committee has also asked whether a reservation ought to be made about further
capacity reductions given the lack of evidence that MAGPIV has had any influence on
the status of fish stocks.  The scientific advice referred to in the report made clear that it
was not possible to comment on whether MAGPIV has been of any influence on the state
of the stocks.  That is likely to reflect difficulties generally in drawing such causal effects
(which would be likely to require more detailed analysis) and the limited period between
the start of MAGPIV and the timing of the advice.  There seems little doubt, however, that
limitations or reductions in fishing mortality (whether through capacity or effort
reductions) are likely to be beneficial to stocks and to sustainability objectives.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 28 NOVEMBER 2000

110. During this the 20th Meeting (2000) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

Scottish

Parliament

Reference Number

EC Reference

Number

Title Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

1531

12498/00

COM(2000) 651 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community financial contribution

towards certain expenditure to implement certain management

measures on highly migratory fish.

Priority scrutiny by

European Committee as

part of CFP Inquiry

1402

11265/00

COM(2000) 503 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation opening and providing for the

administration of autonomous Community tariff quotas for certain fishery

products.

Priority scrutiny by

European Committee as

part of CFP Inquiry

Referred to another Committee for Routine Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for interest only

1406

10802/00

COM(2000) 347 final

COD2000/0158,

COD2000/0159

-Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

on waste electrical and electronic equipment.

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

on the restriction  of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical

and electronic equipment.

Copy to Transport and

Environment

1571

12251/00

COM(2000) 615 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: Implementing the Community to reduce CO2 emission from

cars. First annual report on the effectiveness of the strategy.

 Copy to Transport and

Environment

1551

12296/00

COM(2000) 625 final

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament,

the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

on the activities of the European Monitoring Centre on Racism and

Xenophobia.

 Copy to Equal

Opportunities

1559

12091/00

COM(2000) 546 final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending the Commission Decision of 3

May 2000 replacing Commission Decision 94/3/EC establishing a list of

wastes pursuant to Article 1(a) of Council Directive 75/442/EEC on

waste and Council  Decision 94/904/EC establishing a list of hazardous

waste pursuant to Article 1(4) of Council Directive 91/689/EEC on

hazardous waste.

 Copy to Transport and

Environment

1490

11666/00

SEC(2000) 1564

Trends in European innovation policy and the climate for innovation in

the Union.

 Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning

1435

10776/00

COM(2000) 7 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

on action by Member States concerning public services requirements

and the award of public service contracts in passenger transport by rail,

road,and inland waterway.

 Copy to Transport and

Environment
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1491

11667/00

COM(2000) 567 final

Innovation in a knowledge-driven economy. Communication from the

Commission to the Council and the European Parliament.

 Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning

1509

12189/00

SOC 333

Fight against poverty and social exclusion.Definition of appropriate

objectives with a view to the Nice European Council. Political agreement.

Copy to Social Inclusion,

Housing and Voluntary

Sector

Deferred to a subsequent Committee meeting

1523

COM(2000) 545 final

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Recommendation

concerning the implementation of Integrated Coastal Zone Management

in Europe.

Defer Awaiting Further

Information

1550

12349/00

COM(2000) 631 final

Communication from the Commission on the European Union’s oil

supply.

Defer Awaiting Further

Information

1582

12648/00

COM(2000) 574 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

laying down the health rules concerning animal by-products not intended

for human consumption.

Defer Awaiting Further

Information

1434

11305/00

DROIPEN 39

Draft Framework Decision on money laundering, the identification,

tracing, freezing, seizing and confiscation of instrumentalities and the

proceeds of crime.

Defer Awaiting Further

Information

1451

11547/00

COM(2000) 592 final

Proposal for a Council decision establishing a European judicial Network

in civil and commercial matters.

Defer Awaiting Further

Information

1454

11840/00

COM(2000) 547 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on integrated coastal zone management: a strategy for

Europe.

Defer Awaiting Further

Information

1514

12074/00

COM(2000) 619 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down control measures

applicable to fishing for certain stocks of highly migratory fish.

Defer Awaiting further

Information

No further action

1524

11123/00

COM(2000) 624 final

1999/0258 (CNS)

Amended proposal for a Council Directive on the right to family

reunification.

 No Further Action

1526

11855/00

Draft Framework Decision on the standing of victims in criminal

procedure.

 No Further Action

1527

11605/00

Creation of a joint scale for assessing threats to public figures visiting the

European Union. Draft Recommendation.

 No Further Action

1530

12400/00

New functionalities for SIS II

 No Further Action

1533

12363/00

COM(2000) 640 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation repealing Regulation (EC) No.

2151/1999 imposing a ban on flights between the territories of the

Community and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia other than the

Republic of Montenegro or the Province of Kosovo.

 No Further Action
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1537

Brussels 18/10/00

COM(2000) 653 final

Communication from the Commission on the review of specific

Community financial instruments for SMEs.

 No Further Action

1541

12370/00

Open EU threat assessment document.

 No Further Action

1547

12175/00

COM(2000) 648 final

Amended proposal for a Directive  of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending for the second time  Directive 89/655/EEC concerning

the minimum safety and health requirements for the use of work

equipment by workers at work (2nd individual Directive within the

meaning of Article 16 of Directive 89/391/EEC).

 No Further Action

1553

121348/00

COM(2000) 420 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be adopted by the

Community within the ACP-EC Council of Ministers on granting financial

support to an investment financing scheme for industrial and business

development in the ACP countries.

 No Further Action

1554

12200/00

COM(2000) 623 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation extending for a period of up to one

year the financing of certain quality and marketing improvement plans

approved under Title IIa of Regulation (EEC) No. 1035/72.

 No Further Action

1555

12213/00

COM(2000) 597 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the  European

parliament. Europe and space: Turning to a new chapter.

 No Further Action

1556

12214/00

COM(2000) 612 final

Communication  from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of

the Regions . Making a reality of The European Research Area:

Guidelines for EU research activities (2000/2006).

 No Further Action

1560

12248/00

COM(2000) 614 final

Excise duty on mineral oils. Request for an exemption by Italy

(procedure provided for in Article 8(4) of Directive 92/81/EEC). Excise

duty on water/diesel and water/ heavy fuel oil emulsion.

 No Further Action

1562

12318/00

COM(2000) 630 final

Proposal for a Council Decision regarding the position to be taken by the

Community within the International Tropical timber Council on the

extension of the International Agreement on Tropical Timber, 1994.

 No Further Action

1565

12267/00

COM(2000) 621 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council on the "First Come,

First Served" method for the banana regime and the implications of a

"tariff only" regime.

 No Further Action

1566

12191/00

COM(2000) 628 final

2000/0111(CNS)

2000/0112(CNS)

Amended proposal for a Council Regulation on assistance for Albania,

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and amending

Regulation (EEC) No. 3906/89, Decision 97/256/EC and Regulation

(EEC) No. 1360/90. Amended proposal for a Council Regulation

concerning the European Agency for Reconstruction.

 No Further Action

1568

12321/00

COM(2000) 626 final

Communication from the Commission. A review of the Auto-Oil II

Programme.

 No Further Action
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1570

12083/00

COM(2000) 611 final

Report from the Commission to the Budgetary Authority on guarantees

covered by the general budget. Situation at 30 June 2000.

 No Further Action

1573

12569/00

COM(2000) 658 final

Commission progress report on the risk capital plan.

 No Further Action

1575

12633/00

COM(2000) 659 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of

the Regions on the Comments of the Commission on the conclusions of

the RTD Framework Programmes 5-year Assessment.

 No Further Action

1580

SEC(2000) 1557

final

Transfer of appropriations No. 30/2000. Non –compulsory expenditure.

 No Further Action

1581

SEC(2000) 1561

final

Transfer of appropriations No. 32/2000. Non- compulsory expenditure.

 No Further Action

1584

11037/2/00

REV 2

Draft Council Decision establishing the European Police College (EPC).

 No Further Action

1587

12665/00

SEC(2000) 1715

final

Draft Decision of the EC-Norway Joint Committee amending Protocol 3

to the Agreement between the European Economic Community and the

Kingdom of Norway concerning the definition of the concept of

"originating products" and methods of administrative cooperation.

 No Further Action

1588

DS 926/00

ELARG/234/00

Proposal for a Council Decision on the principles, priorities, intermediate

objectives and conditions contained in the Accession Partnership with

the Republic of Turkey.

 No Further Action

1597

12770/00

COM(2000) 660 final

CNS 1993/0463

Amended proposal for a Council Regulation on  Community Design.

 No Further Action

1598

12025/00

Draft Council Framework Decision on the strengthening of the penal

framework to prevent the facilitation of unauthorised entry and residence.

 No Further Action

1599

12026/00

Draft Council Directive defining the facilitation of unauthorised entry,

movement  and residence.

 No Further Action

1338

10802/00

COM (2000) 347

final

 COD 2000/0158,

COD 2000/0159

_ Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

on waste electrical and electronic equipment

_  Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

on the restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical

and electronic equipment.

 No Further Action
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1528

12524/00

COM(2000) 656 final

 CNS 2000/263

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the signature of the

Agreement between the European Community and the United States of

America renewing the co-operation programme in higher education and

vocational education and training. Proposal for a Council Decision

concerning the  conclusion of the Agreement between the European

Community and the United States of america renewing the co-operation

programme in higher education and vocational education and training.

 No Further Action

1529

12514/00

COM(2000) 646 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing, on behalf of the

european Community, of the Agreement in the form of an Exchange of

Letters between the European Community and the People’s  Republic of

China initialled in Beijing on 19 May 2000 amending the Agreement

between them on trade in textile products, and amending the Agreement

between them initialled on 19 January 1995 on trade in textile products

not covered by the MFA bilateral Agreement, and authorising its

provisional application.

 No Further Action

1532

12528/00

COM(2000) 618 final

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on the application of the Agreement between the European

Communities and the Government of the United States of America

regarding the application of their competition laws:1 January 1999 to 31

December 1999.

 No Further Action

1534

12362/00

COM(2000) 641 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation repealing Regulation (EC) No.

2111/1999 prohibiting the sale and supply of petroleum and certain

petroleum products to certain parts of the Federal Republic of

Yugoslavia (FRY).

 No Further Action

1535

12087/00

COM(2000) 604 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the common organisation of the

markets in the sugar sector.

 No Further Action

1536

12525/00

COM(2000) 655 final

CNS 2000/264

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the signature of the

Agreement between the European Community and the Government of

Canada renewing  a co-operation programme in higher education and

training. Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the  conclusion of

the Agreement between the european Community and the Government

of Canada renewing  a co-operation programme in higher education

training.

 No Further Action

1538

11010/00

Study on container control in the ports of the European Union.

 No Further Action

1539

12365/00

COM(2000) 652 final

Amended proposal for a Council Directive establishing a general

framework for equal treatment in employment and occupation.

 No Further Action

1540

12719/00

ECB Recommendation on the external auditors of the national central

banks.

 No Further Action

1542

12490/00

COM(2000) 642 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.

1255/96 temporarily suspending the autonomous common customs tariff

duties on certain industrial, agricultural and fishery products.

 No Further Action
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1543

12463/00

COM(2000) 639 final

 COD 2000/0262

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

modifying Directive 94/25/EC on the approximation of the laws,

regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States relating

to recreational craft.

 No Further Action

1544

12295/00

COM(2000) 466 final

Communication from the Commission on the Guidelines on the

assessment of the chemical, physical  and biological agents and

industrial processes considered hazardous for the safety or health of

pregnant workers who have recently given birth or are breastfeeding

(Council Directive 92/85/EEC).

 No Further Action

1545

12078/00

COM(2000) 633 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of an Agreement in

the form of an exchange of letters concerning the provisional application

of the Protocol setting out, for the period 1 July 2000 to 30 June 2003,

the fishing opportunities and financial contribution provided for in the

Agreement between the European Economic Community and the

Republic of Cote d’Ivoire on fishing off the coast of Cote d’Ivoire.

 No Further Action

1546

12405/00

COM(2000) 637 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing certain concessions in the

form  of Community tariff quotas for certain agricultural products and

providing for an adjustment, as an autonomous and transitional

measure, of certain agricultural concessions  provided for in the Europe

Agreement with Lithuania  (presented by the Commission).

 No Further Action

1548

12356/00

COM(2000) 632 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the grants of the funds to Greece in

order to relieve the interest burden on EIB loans for the reconstruction of

the region which was devastated by the earthquake of September 1999.

 No Further Action

1549

12433/00

COM(2000) 638 final

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and Council on

the evaluation of the programme of specific measures and actions to

improve access of European Union goods and cross-border services to

Japan.

 No Further Action

1552

11695/00

COM(2000) 587 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council Regulation (EC)

No. 763/2000 extending the definitive anti-dumping duty, imposed by

Regulation (EC) No. 584/96 on imports of certain tube and pipe fittings,

of iron or steel, originating in the People’s republic of China to imports of

certain tube and pipe fittings, of iron or steel, consigned from Taiwan,

whether declared as originating in Taiwan or not, and terminating the

investigation in respect of imports from three Taiwanese exporters.

 No Further Action

1557

12335/00

COM(2000) 561 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council Regulation (EC)

No. 2820/98 applying a multiannual scheme of generalised tariff

preferences for the period 1 July 1999 to 31 December 2001 so as to

extend duty-free access without any quantitative restrictions to products

originating in the least-developed countries.

 No Further Action

1558

12353/00

COM(2000) 616 final

2000/0247 (ACC)

Proposal for a Council Regulation on countermeasures in response to

the failure of the Russian Federation to fulfil its obligation under the

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement in regard to trade in alcoholic

beverages.

 No Further Action

1561

12260/00

COM(2000) 598 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the management of

Community tariff quotas for certain  live fish and fishery products

originating in  Bulgaria (presented by the Commission).

 No Further Action
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1563

11698/00

COM(2000) 586 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.

2402/98 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of unwrought

unalloyed magnesium originating in the People’s republic of China.

 No Further Action

1564

12250/00

COM(2000) 613 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council relating to ozone in ambient air (presented by the Commission

pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC treaty).

 No Further Action

1567

11674/00

COM(2000) 609 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping

duty and collecting definitively the provisional duty imposed on imports of

certain cathode-ray colour television picture tubes originating in India

and the Republic of Korea, and terminating the anti-dumping proceeding

in respect of imports originating in Lithuania, Malaysia and the People’s

Republic of China.

 No Further Action

1569

11489/00

COM(2000) 599 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping

duty on imports of black colorformers originating in Japan.

 No Further Action

1572

12484/00

COM(2000) 647 final

Excise duty on mineral oils. Request by France for a derogation

(procedure in Article 8(4) of Directive 92/81 EEC). Differentiated rate of

duty on diesel fuel in local public passenger transport.

 No Further Action

1574

12598/00

COM(2000) 461 final

2000/0203 (CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EC, ECSC, Euratom) on the Financial

Communities.

 No Further Action

1576

12673/00

COM(2000) 668 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position on an

amendment to Protocol 3 on the definition of the concept of "originating

products" and methods of administrative cooperation set out in the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and the

Republic of Estonia.

 No Further Action

1577

12674/00

COM(2000) 669 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position on an

amendment to Protocol 4 on the definition of the concept of "originating

products" and methods of administrative cooperation set out in the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and the

Republic of Bulgaria.

 No Further Action

1578

12731/00

COM(2000) 661 final

2000/0270 (CNS)

CYPRUS. Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion of

an agreement between the Community and the Republic of Cyprus

adopting the terms and conditions for the participation of Cyprus in

Community programmes in the fields of training, education and youth.

 No Further Action

1579

12556/00

COM(2000) 636 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the EC

Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s

common position regarding the proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council on the assessment of the effects of certain

plans and programmes on the environment, amending the proposal of

the Commission pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

 No Further Action

1583

COM(2000) 622 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, to the European

Parliament and to the Economic and Social Committee. The Future

Evolution of Social Protection from a Long-Term Point of View: Safe and

Sustainable Pensions.

 No Further Action
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1585

12732/00

COM(2000) 676 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending for the second time Council

Regulation (EC) No. 1294/1999 concerning a freeze of funds and a ban

on investment in relation to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY)

and repealing Regulations (EC) No. 1295/98 and (EC) No. 1607/98, and

repealing Article 2 of Council Regulation (EC) No. 926/1998 concerning

the reduction of certain economic relations with the Federal Republic of

Yugoslavia.

 No Further Action

1589

12670/00

COM(2000) 665 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position on an

amendment to Protocol 3 on the definition of the concept of "originating

products" and methods of administrative cooperation set out in the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and Republic of

Latvia. (presented by the Commission).

 No Further Action

1590

12671/00

COM(2000) 666 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position on an

amendment to Protocol 4 on the definition of the concept of "originating

products" and methods of administrative cooperation set out in the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and Romania.

(presented by the Commission).

 No Further Action

1591

12672/00

COM(2000) 667 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position on an

amendment to Protocol 4 on the definition of the concept of "originating

products" and methods of administrative cooperation set out in the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and the Slovak

Republic. (presented by the Commission).

 No Further Action

1592

12675/00

COM(2000) 671 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position on an

amendment to Protocol 3 on the definition of the concept of "originating

products" and methods of administrative cooperation set out in the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and the

Republic of Lithuania. (presented by the Commission).

 No Further Action

1593

12676/00

COM(2000) 672 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position on an

amendment to Protocol 4 on the definition of the concept of "originating

products" and methods of administrative cooperation set out in the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and the

Republic of Poland. (presented by the Commission).

 No Further Action

1594

12677/00

COM(2000) 673 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position on an

amendment to Protocol 4 on the definition of the concept of "originating

products" and methods of administrative cooperation set out in the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and the

Republic of Slovenia. (presented by the Commission).

 No Further Action

1595

12678/00

COM(2000) 675 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position on an

amendment to Protocol 4 on the definition of the concept of "originating

products" and methods of administrative cooperation set out in the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and the Czech

Republic. (presented by the Commission).

 No Further Action

1596

12679/00

COM(2000) 677 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position on an

amendment to Protocol 4 on the definition of the concept of "originating

products" and methods of administrative cooperation set out in the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and the

Republic of Hungary. (presented by the Commission).

 No Further Action
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1525

12241/00

Preparation for enlargement of the European Union in the field of the

fight against terrorism. Draft Recommendation.

 No Further Action

1600

10387/2/00

REV 2

Draft Framework Decision on the standing of victims in criminal

procedure.

 No Further Action

1489

SN 3383/00

Initiative of the French Republic for a draft Council Regulation (EC) on

the mutual enforcement of judgements on rights of access to children.

 No Further Action

1501

9737/2/00 REV 2

Programme of measures to implement the principle of mutual recognition

of decisions in criminal matters.

 No Further Action

1503

11344/2/00

REV 2

Draft Council Decision establishing a Provisional Judicial Cooperation

Unit.

 No Further Action

1504

11808/00

initiative of the Federal Republic of Germany with a view to the adoption

of a Council Regulation on cooperation between the courts of the

Member States in the taking of evidence in civil and commercial matters.

 No Further Action

1493

11788/00

SEC(2000) 1531

Commission Report on the Implementation of the Action Plan to Increase

the Competitiveness of the European Textile and Clothing Industry

(COM(97) 454). Commission staff working paper.

 No Further Action

1492

9737/3/00

REV 3

Programme of measures to implement the principle of mutual recognition

of decisions in criminal matters.

 No Further Action

111. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

112. Additionally, during the meeting, the Committee was made aware of the latest
position of the Scottish Executive with respect to SP 1406 (10802/00,
COM(2000) 347 final, Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and
of the Council on waste electrical and electronic equipment). It was agreed that
the Committee should seek the views of external bodies (industry,
environmental, NGOs etc.) on this proposed Directive and to produce a short
letter/report which, in addition to being sent to the Scottish Executive and the
House of Commons/Lords, would be sent to Scotland’s MEPs for their interest
as part of their activities in the European Parliament.

113. Furthermore, the Committee agreed to highlight to the Transport and
Environment Committee the arguably poor record of the UK Government with
respect to the implementation and enforcement of Directives in the waste field.
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Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

114. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 28 November
2000 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for the
outside observer.

SP 1240, 10004/00, COM(2000) 402 final: Proposal for a Directive of the European
Parliament and of the Council on public access to environmental information

115. The Committee asked for the following information. The EM supplied by the
DETR highlighted that implementation of this Directive was a devolved function.
The EM also provided a detailed description of the legal and procedural issues
[at paras (9), (10) and (11) of the EM]. However, given that the Directive this
proposal seeks to replace was implemented on an UK wide basis the
Committee asks the Executive whether it planned to implement it via a separate
instrument.

116. The EM further highlights at para.15 that the UK does not consider that there
are any subsidiarity issues. The explanation given appears, however, at odds
with the comments made elsewhere in the EM in particular at paras 17, 18, 19
and 20 and it would be helpful if this could be clarified. The Executive
responded as follows.

On 29 June the European Commission adopted a proposal to amend the existing
Directive on freedom of access to environmental information - 90/313/EEC. The proposal
is set out in Commission Document COM (2000) 402 Final. The main policy implications
of the Proposal include the following:

•  An extension to the scope of the current legislation such that more public and
private bodies and organisations which carry out responsibilities that affect the
environment (e.g. power companies, freight hauliers, and water authorities)
would come under the Directive’s requirements.

•  A clarification of the definition of environmental information which would
ensure that emissions, policies, legislation, programmes and issues like
radiation and radioactive waste are included. Information could be sought in
terms of their affect on human health and safety.

•  A general deadline to respond to requests for information of one month
(compared to two at the moment) and an obligation for refusals to provide
information, to be clearly justified and the applicant informed of the reasons.

•  Information earlier restricted on the grounds of commercial confidentiality
could have exceptions over-ridden where the request relates to information on
emissions or discharges that are subject to EC environmental law, if this is in
the public interest.

•  An obligation for bodies to disseminate proactively all environmental
information especially by electronic means and also for Member States to
produce State of the Environment Reports, at a suitable level, at least every 4
years.
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•  A provision prohibiting Public authorities to be able to charge in advance for
supplying information.

In order to assess Scottish views on the proposal, the Scottish Executive issued a
Consultation Paper to Scottish interests and organisations on 25 October, with a
deadline for responses of 5 January 2001. This is available at:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/environment/peca-01.asp

The views expressed in response to this consultation will be taken into account in the
Scottish Executive response to DETR as they develop the UK’s position for negotiations
on the proposed revised directive in Brussels. A parallel consultation is being carried out
in England, Wales and Northern Ireland by DETR.

The European Parliament is planning to adopt its first reading Opinion on the Proposal in
December, and the Swedish Presidency is expected to obtain a Common Position on the
text at the June 2001 Environment Council.

SP 1373, COM (2000) 5: Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and
of the Council concerning the granting of aid for the co-ordination of transport by rail,
road and inland waterway.

117. .The Committee raised the following issue. The Explanatory Memorandum
supplied by the DETR indicated that this proposal and the proposed
complementary regulation on action by Member States concerning public
service requirements and the award of public service contracts in inland
passenger transport (SP 1435) had been discussed at the Transport Council on
2nd October and that a further meeting took place on 18th October. The
Committee wished therefore to be kept informed of progress in relation to this
proposal. It would also be helpful if the Scottish Executive ‘s interest in relation
to this proposal could be highlighted. The Executive’s response was as follows.

The proposed Regulation is intended to update and replace the existing regulations on
procurement of public transport services in member states. The aim is to deal with a
public transport market which is now more open to competition than ever before, to
promote better value for money, ensure operators have the opportunity to gain access to
the market and promote legal certainty. The proposed Regulation introduces the concept
of taking quality of service into account in awarding contracts.

It aims to bring single market disciplines to bear on socially necessary passenger
services which may be commercially unviable. The proposed regulation allows for
exemptions on a case by case basis e.g. for contracts longer than 5 years where an
operator is providing rolling stock or infrastructure; or where national rail safety standards
could not otherwise be met.

The proposed Regulation deals with devolved matters – bus services – and reserved
matters – rail and underground services (which, in Scotland, are funded by the Scottish
Executive). The proposed Regulation is currently the subject of consultation with
transport authorities and transport operators. If adopted, the scale of the Regulation’s
impact would depend upon the terms of changes resulting from negotiation and
consultation.

The regulation would aid equity and fairness, and promote greater legal certainty.
Stagecoach and FirstGroup, biggest bus operators in Scotland are 2 of the 4 biggest
companies in Europe in this sector; they would benefit from the chance to operate in
other member states.
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There should be little impact on small companies, as small contracts could be excluded
from the Regulation’s requirements. There is a potential cost to Scottish Executive of
establishing a public appeals body.

Further clarification is being sought, from the Commission, about the potential extent of
application of the proposed regulation to deregulated bus services.

SP 1434, 11305/00: Draft Framework Decision on money laundering, the
identification, tracing, freezing, seizing and confiscation of instrumentalities and the
proceeds of crime.

118. The Committee asked for further clarification on whether this particular
framework decision will be implemented separately in Scotland. The Executive
replied accordingly.

The intention is to enhance Member States’ ability to provide each other with assistance
in the identification, tracing, freezing, seizing and confiscation of the proceeds of crime.
Specific proposals aim:

•  to tighten up measures to combat money and other property laundering
•  to ensure that money laundering offences are punishable by a maximum

penalty of not less than 4 years

Member States’ law should allow for the confiscation not only of the proceeds of crime
but also of property of equivalent value The UK is already fully in compliance with the
proposed measures.

Statutory provisions relating to Scotland on money laundering and the confiscation of the
proceeds of crime are contained in a number of pieces of legislation, some UK, some
Scottish: the Criminal Justice Act 1988, the Criminal Justice (International Co- operation)
Act 1990, the Drug Trafficking Act 1994, the Criminal Law (Consolidation)(Scotland) Act
1995 and the Proceeds of Crime (Scotland) Act 1995. In general, provisions relating to
drug trafficking are reserved; those relating to other crimes are devolved. International
co-operation on the enforcement of confiscation orders etc is handled by the Fraud and
Specialist Services Unit of the Crown Office. Existing Scottish legislation is already fully
compliant with these proposals and therefore the framework decision will not have to be
implemented separately.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 12 DECEMBER 2000

119. During this the 21st Meeting (2000) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

Scottish

Parliament

Reference

Number

EC Reference

Number

Title Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

1523

COM(2000) 545

final

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council

Recommendation concerning the implementation of Integrated

Coastal Zone Management in Europe.

Priority scrutiny by the European

Committee during their CFP

Inquiry

1611

12504/00

COM(2000) 684

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a financial contribution by

the Community to certain expenditure incurred by the Member

States in implementing the control, inspection and surveillance

systems applicable to the common fisheries policy.

Priority scrutiny by the European

Committee during their CFP

Inquiry

1612

12754/00

COM(2000) 686

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC)

No. 2791/1999 laying down certain control measures applicable

in the area covered by the Convention on future multilateral

cooperation in the north-east Atlantic fisheries.

Priority scrutiny by the European

Committee during their CFP

Inquiry

1613

12758/00

COM(2000) 681

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation fixing for the 2001 fishing

year the guide prices for the fishery products listed in Annexes I

and II and the Community producer price for the fishery

products listed in Annex III to Regulation (EC) No. 104/2000.

Priority scrutiny by the European

Committee during their CFP

Inquiry

1454

11840/00

COM(2000) 547

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament on integrated coastal zone management:

a strategy for Europe.

Priority scrutiny by the European

Committee during their CFP

Inquiry

1514

12074/00

COM(2000) 619

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down control

measures applicable to fishing for certain stocks of highly

migratory fish.

Priority scrutiny by the European

Committee during their CFP

Inquiry

Referred to another Committee for Routine Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for interest only

1630

SN 5096/00

Proposal for a Council Regulation extending the programme of

incentives and exchanges for legal practitioners in the area of

civil law (Grotius-civil).

Copied to

Justice and Home Affairs

1633

13046/00

SEC(2000) 1841

Commission Staff Working Paper. Benchmarking Enterprise

Policy - First results from the Scoreboard.

Copied to

Enterprise and Lifelong Learning

1634

13002/00 ADD 2

Report on the implementation of the Action Plan to promote

entrepreneurship and competitiveness. Commission staff

Copied to

Enterprise and Lifelong Learning
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SEC(2000) 1825

Volume II

working paper.

1606

1999/0154(CNS)

COM(2000) yyy

final

Amended proposal for a Council Regulation on jurisdiction and

the recognition and enforcement of judgements in civil and

commercial matters.

Copied to

Justice and Home Affairs

1629

13002/00 ADD 1

SEC(2000) 1825

Volume I

Report on the implementation of the Action Plan to promote

entrepreneurship and competitiveness. Commission staff

working paper.

Copied to

Enterprise and Lifelong Learning

1632

13054/00

ECOFIN 319

Report by the (ECOFIN) Council to the European Council in

Nice on environment and sustainable development.

Copied to

Transport and Environment

1635

13003/00

SEC(2000) 1823

European competitiveness Report 2000. Commission Staff

Working paper.

Copied to

Transport and Environment

1639

13386/00

SEC(2000) 1942

Enterprise policy action to improve Europe’s competitiveness.

Commission staff working paper.

Copied to

Transport and Environment

1603

9737/5/00

REV 5

Programme of measures to implement the principle of mutual

recognition of decisions in criminal matters.

Copied to

Justice and Home Affairs

1624

9737/4/00

REV 4

Programme of measures to implement the principle of mutual

recognition of decisions in criminal matters.

Copied to

Justice and Home Affairs

1434

11305/00

DROIPEN 39

Draft Framework Decision on money laundering, the

identification, tracing, freezing, seizing and confiscation of

instrumentalities and the proceeds of crime.

Copied to

Justice and Home Affairs

1451

11547/00

COM(2000) 592

final

Proposal for a Council decision establishing a European judicial

Network in civil and commercial matters.

Copied to

Justice and Home Affairs

Deferred to a subsequent Committee meeting

1586

12646/00

COM(2000) 573

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending Council Directives 90/425/EEC and

92/118/EEC as regards health requirements for animal by-

products.

Defer

Awaiting further Information

1550

12349/00

COM(2000) 631

final

Communication from the Commission on the European Union’s

oil supply.

Defer

Awaiting further Information

1582

12648/00

COM(2000) 574

final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of

the Council laying down the health rules concerning animal by-

products not intended for human consumption.

Defer

Awaiting further Information
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1622

13075/00

COM(2000) 627

final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Directive

90/219/EEC as regards the criteria for establishing the safety to

human health and the environment of types of genetically

modified micro-organisms.

Defer

Awaiting further Information

No further action

1604

COM(2000) 507

provisional

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council on the coordination of laws, regulations and

administrative provisions relating to institutions for occupational

retirements provisions.(presented by the Commission).

No Further Action

1608

2857/1/00(RECH)

REV 1

Revised Presidency Proposal for a Draft Council Resolution on

establishing a European Area of Research and Innovation.

No Further Action

1609

11622/00

COM(2000) 578

final  2000/0238

(CNS)

Proposal for a Council Directive on minimum standards on

procedures in Member States for granting and withdrawing

refugee status.

No Further Action

1617

12848/00

COM(2000) 643

final

Proposal for a Council Decision regarding the position to be

taken by the Community within the ACP-EC Committee of

Ambassadors with a view to a decision to adopt rules of

procedure for the Joint ACP-EC Ministerial Trade Committee.

No Further Action

1623

13134/00

Special Report No. 17/2000 from the Court of Auditors on the

Commission’s control of the reliability and comparability of the

Member States’ GNP data.

No Further Action

1625

13170/00

ECOFIN 328

Reports by the (ECOFIN) Council to the European Council in

Nice on "Structural Indicators: An Instrument for Better

Structural Policies."

No Further Action

1626

13055/00

ECOFIN 320

Report by the (ECOFIN) Council to the European Council in

Nice on the Exchange Rate Aspects of Enlargement.

No Further Action

1628

CONFER 4790/00

Progress Report on the Intergovernmental Conference on

Institutional Reform.

No Further Action

1638

Brussels 17/05/00

PRG(2000)  doc.6

Report of the work of the personal representatives group on

sound financial management to the ECOFIN Council on 5 June

2000.

No Further Action

1602

13041/00

SOC 413

ECOFIN 318

Progress report from the High Level Working Party on Social

Protection on the Communication from the Commission to the

Council, to the European Parliament and to the Economic and

Social Committee on the future evolution of social protection

from a long-term point of view on safe and sustainable

pensions.

No Further Action
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1607

Brussels

17.07.2000

SEC(2000) 1231

final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 21/2000. No Further Action

1610

11689/00

COM(2000) 579

final COD

1999/0275

Amended proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament

and of the Council on the implementation of a training

programme for professionals in the European audiovisual

programme industry (MEDIA- Training) (2001 - 2005).

No Further Action

1614

12761/00

COM(2000) 688

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the

Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters concerning

the provisional application of the Protocol setting out for the

period 3 May 2000 to 2 May 2002 the fishing opportunities and

the financial contribution provided for by the Agreement

between the European Economic Community and the

Government of the People’s Republic of Angola on fishing off

the coast of Angola.

No Further Action

1615

12762/00

COM(2000) 691

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the

Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters concerning

the provisional application of the Protocol setting out for the

period 1 July 2000 to 30 June 2001 the fishing rights and

financial compensation provided for in  the Agreement between

the European Economic Community and the Government of the

Republic of Equatorial Guinea on fishing off the coast of

Equatorial Guinea.

No Further Action

1616

12763/00

COM(2000) 690

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the

Protocol establishing  for the period 1 July 2000 to 30 June

2001 the fishing rights and  financial compensation provided for

in  the Agreement between the European Economic Community

and the Government of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea on

fishing off the coast of Equatorial Guinea.

No Further Action

1618

12994/00

COM(2000) 682

final

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and to

the Council on the implementation of macro-financial assistance

to third countries in 1999.

No Further Action

1619

13027/00

COM(2000) 657

final 1999/0180

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament

and of the Council establishing a Community code relating to

veterinary products (consolidated version).

No Further Action

1620

13032/00

COM(2000) 634

final COD

2000/0251

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending Council Directive 79/239/EEC as regards the

solvency margin requirements for non-life insurance

undertakings.

No Further Action
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1621

13048/00

COM(2000) 685

final

Monitoring of Article 95 ECSC Steel Aid Cases, Fourteenth

Report, October 2000. Report from the Commission.

No Further Action

1627

9651/00

COM(2000) 405

final

Anti-dumping. Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a

definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of bicycles in the

People’s Republic of China.

No Further Action

1631

Brussels

08/11/2000

COM(2000) 692/2

final

Financial Services Priorities and Progress Third Report. No Further Action

1636

13104/00

COM(2000) 558

final

Follow-up report on the 1998 financial year. No Further Action

1637

SEC(2000) 404

final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 6/2000. Compulsory Expenditure No Further Action

1605

12798/00

ENFOPOL 70

Participation of EU police forces in non-military crisis

management. Framework for action of the Police Cooperation

Working Party.

No Further Action

1601

2530-58r2

The Hague 30

October 2000

1999 EU Organised Crime Situation Report. No Further Action

120. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

121. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 12 December
2000 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for the
outside observer.
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SP 1406, COM (2000)347: Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and
of the Council on waste electrical and electronic equipment; and, Proposal for a
Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the restriction of the use
of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment

122. The Committee asked if the Scottish Executive could clarify the extent of the
Scottish Ministers’ responsibility for each of these proposals. The Executive
responded accordingly.

On 13 June 2000 the European Commission adopted a proposal to introduce the above
two Directives relating to electric and electronic equipment.  Both are aimed at
minimising the environmental impact of disposing of waste electric and electronic
equipment (WEEE).  The effect of these Directives will be:-

Directive on Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE Directive)

This Directive aims to (a) prevent waste from electric and electronic equipment (b)
promote the re-use, recycling or other forms of recovery of such waste and (c) minimise
the risks to the environment associated with the its treatment and disposal.  It will apply
to equipment with a voltage rating of up to 1,000 volts for alternating current and 1,500
volts for direct current and across the spectrum of personal and domestic, medical and
scientific, IT and commercial use (an itemised list is specified by the draft Directive).  The
Directive aims to meet its objectives by placing a producer responsibility obligation on the
manufacturers of the equipment.  The principal elements of the WEEE Directive are:

Separate collection.  Member States will be required to ensure that WEEE is
collected separately from, or may be returned by, private households;

Financing of collection systems.  Member States must ensure that collection/return
systems operate free of charge to private households.  The cost of operating a
collection/return system for non-domestic users must be governed by agreements
between the producer and user of the equipment.

Improved treatment and re-use/recycling.  Producers will require to set up
treatment systems to ensure that certain levels of treatment are achieved and to
meet specified recycling/recovery targets for each category of appliance or
equipment.  Treatment facilities will require to be authorised by an appropriate
enforcing authority.

User education.  To facilitate high collection rates and recovery, users of electrical
and electronic equipment must be informed of the return and collection options
available to them and of their role in contributing to the recycling, re-use and
recovery of the product.  The draft Directive also contains a labelling requirement
to this effect.

Recovery and recycling targets.  By 31 December 2005, producers must meet the
following targets for all separately-collected WEEE:-

Type of Equipment
Large household appliances 80% 75%
Small household appliances 60% 50%
Consumer equipment 60% 50%
Electric & electronic tools 60% 50%
Toys 60% 50%
IT & telecoms 75% 65%
Gas discharge lamps 80% 80%
Equipment containing Cathode Ray Tubes 75% 70%
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Directive on the Restriction of the Use of Certain Hazardous Substances in Electrical and
Electronic Equipment:

This Directive requires Member States to ensure that by 1 January 2008 the use of
hazardous substances such as lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalant chromium,
polybrominated biphenyls and polybrominated diphenyl ether in electric and electronic
equipment specified by the WEEE Directive is replaced by other (unspecified but, by
implication, less hazardous) substances.

The draft Directive on the Restriction of the Use of Certain Hazardous Substances in
Electrical and Electronic Equipment relates to product design and standards.  This is a
reserved matter and the Executive therefore has no direct interest in its implementation.

The Executive will, however, be responsible for implementing the WEEE Directive.
SEPA will be responsible for its enforcement.

The electronics industry is a significant component of the Scottish economy but the
Executive does not believe it will be affected to any greater or lesser extent than its
competitors elsewhere in the UK or EU since the Directives place an onus on all
manufacturers to design products in a more environmental friendly way and ensure that
post-life treatments do happen.  The Scottish electronics industry is taking an active
interest in the development of the Directive proposals and is aiming to ensure it is ready
for any requirements, and indeed is, if possible, ahead of competitors in doing this.  The
draft Directives are consistent with  the National Waste Strategy Scotland where the core
approach is sustainability, waste minimisation and producer responsibility for the
environmentally-friendly treatment and disposal of waste.  The draft directives have these
as their own underlying principles.  Furthermore, the Strategy identifies waste electric
and electronic equipment as a “priority waste stream”, ie, waste requiring particular
attention by virtue of its volume, hazardous nature, and potential for recycling or potential
to create economic benefit.

The Executive has issued a consultation paper on the Proposal  to assess Scottish views
and concerns. The views expressed in response to this consultation will be taken into
account in the Scottish Executive response to DTI as they develop the UK’s position for
negotiations on the proposed revised directive in Brussels.  A parallel consultation is
being carried out in England, Wales and Northern Ireland by DTI

SP 1451,COM (2000) 592, Proposal for a Council Decision establishing a European
Judicial Network in civil and commercial matters

123. The Committee wished to be kept informed of whether or not the Government
will decide to opt-in in the adoption of this decision. The Executive responded
accordingly.

Institutional framework.  The proposal is for a decision to be taken under Title IV of the
Treaty establishing the European community and in particular Article 61(c) and Article 65.
The proposal is made by the Commission which it is entitled to do under Article 67 TEC.
By virtue of that article the Council requires to consult the European Parliament and the
procedure under Article 251 does not apply.  The Council requires to act unanimously.
Under Article 249 a decision is held to be binding in its entirety upon those to whom it is
addressed.

UK Protocol.  Under the protocol on the position of the United Kingdom and Ireland
agreed along with the Treaty of Amsterdam, the United Kingdom and Ireland do not take
part in the adoption of proposed measures under what is now Title IV TEC unless, under
Article 3 of the protocol, they intimate to the Presidency their intention to do so.  Such
intimation must be made within 3 months after a proposal has been presented to the
Council.  As yet the United Kingdom has not intimated such an intention.
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Substance.  The policy behind the proposal is for the establishment of a network of
contact points designated by Member States which may include judicial and other
authorities and central authorities under other international instruments.  The purpose is
to facilitate judicial co-operation and exchanges of information ultimately for accessibility
to the general public about the legal systems of the Member States in relation to civil and
commercial matters and specifically to remove practical barriers to the smooth operation
cross-border of procedures.  It is intended in the implementation of the proposal that
there should be additional contact points within Member States where this is necessary
on the basis of the existence of separate legal systems or arrangements for domestic
jurisdiction distribution.

The proposal deals with devolved matters. The Executive supports in broad measure the
establishment of a network with particular regard to the aim of smoothing the operation of
procedures across borders, the exchange of information between legal systems and the
facilitation of access to that information by the general public.  The Executive recognises
the need for the network having regard to the increasing momentum of judicial co-
operation within the European Community particularly since the adoption of the revised
Treaty and especially Article 65 within Title IV TEC.  The Executive wishes to see the
resultant network operating with full participation of the Scottish Civil Justice System.

The Executive also approves of the proposal to link the contact points with existing
arrangements for cross-border co-operation among contracting states parties to existing
international conventions such as the Hague Convention of 1980 on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction and other Hague Conventions on the Taking of Evidence
and the Service of Process.  The central authority functions in relation to these and other
conventions provide an opportunity for liaison both between Scotland and other
jurisdictions as well as the provision of information and support within Scotland.

The proposal for a European judicial network extends the principle and practice of
operation of such central authorities to European Community Instruments currently in
force and to be adopted in the future and also develops the provision of information to
the general public.

As yet, discussion on the proposal is at a fairly early stage and it is not yet clear exactly
how the linkage and networking in particular of information systems will be structured and
what part the European Commission will play in this.  The Commission itself is building
up databases to deal with the new provisions for service of process in the Community.  It
is likely that the bulk of the work will be for the national contact points, although the
Commission is to provide a general network database under Article 8 and Article 14.

It follows that if a Scottish contact point were to be set up the resource currently available
will need to be developed to enable information to be collected and disseminated in
appropriate electronic form to supplement existing communication and information
systems.  Also, consideration will have to be given to appropriate language training and
translation arrangements.  The practical implications of these and other issues will be
considered in the negotiations in the Council Working Group on this project.

SP 1582, COM (2000) 574: Proposal for the Regulation of the European Parliament
and the Council laying down the health rules concerning animal by-products not
intended for human consumption

124. The Committee considered this document and raised the following issues. It
would be helpful if the extent of the Scottish Ministers interests and
responsibilities in relation to the proposed Regulation could be detailed.
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125. Second, the EM supplied by MAFF outlines that in a number of respects, the
controls envisaged under the proposal would go beyond the controls already in
place in the UK and it would be helpful if this could be expanded upon.

126. Third, the EM also outlines a number of concerns in relation to the soundness of
the scientific basis of the proposal and in relation to proportionality and it would
be helpful if this could be clarified.

127. Finally, the Committee also wished to be kept informed of the progress in
relation to this proposal and to this end requested an indication of the timetable
for the adoption of this proposed Regulation.

128. The Executive responded as follows.

The proposal would update and extend existing EU controls on the use, disposal and
processing standards applicable to animal by-products and waste materials.  Its purpose
is to provide a framework to prevent pathogenic material entering the human and animal
food chains.  Additional compliance costs would be placed on the agricultural and meat
supply sector.

As agriculture is a devolved area, Scottish Ministers are responsible for assessing the
implications of this proposal as it applies to Scotland.  Once finalised, Scottish Ministers
will be responsible for putting appropriate legislative proposals before the Scottish
Parliament to transpose this EU obligation into domestic statutory controls.

The controls envisaged under this proposal go beyond existing UK measures in the
following respects:

•  it would introduce three categories of animal by-products (previously there
were only 2 categories),

•  it would prohibit the use of meat and bone meal, and tallow, derived from high
risk animals in animal feed,

•  it would allow alternative disposal methods (such as composting and biogas),
•  it would introduce additional record keeping conditions, and
•  it would apply more prescriptive processing standards.

The proposal is based on, but in certain respects, exceeds advice provided by the
Commission’s Scientific Steering Committee.  The scientific basis for more prescriptive
processing standards for all 3 categories is, in the UK’s view, doubtful.  Existing
processing parameters set for the lower risk categories adequately deal with the risk
level involved.  The proposal would also prohibit the use of category 1 material in
technical products (such as bone china or musical string production) where there is little
conceivable health risk.  Also, as currently worded, the proposal would require the
processing of animal manure produced by healthy animals without achieving any benefit.
Overall, however, the UK is broadly in favour of the proposal.

It is expected that the proposal will be adopted during the current Presidency with a
coming into force date of 1 February 2003.  However, the emergence of BSE cases in
other Member States recently has prompted the emergency adoption of additional,
temporary, controls on the use of animal proteins in the production of animal foodstuffs.
This may therefore lead the Commission to propose an earlier implementation date.

The UK request for a derogation from the proposed general ban on burial is important to
Scottish interests, particularly producers in the islands and more remote parts of the
mainland where burial or burning is the only practical disposal option available for
livestock that die on-farm.  Executive officials are preparing a policy paper on the
derogation issue for submission to the Commission.  We are also liasing closely with
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MAFF colleagues on the progress of this proposal.  We have attended working group
meetings to discuss the proposal to ensure that Scottish concerns are fully addressed.
The Committee’s request to be kept informed of the outcome of our case for a derogation
has been noted.

129. The Committee then asked for some further clarification of a number of aspects.
Namely, the Executive’s line of argument to support the case for a derogation
from the burial requirement, and an indication of any contingency planning in
the event that such an approach is unsuccessful. The Executive replied
accordingly.

The Executive believes that the lack of any suitable disposal facilities in the more remote
parts of Scotland, together the economic costs and logistical difficulties associated with
transporting fallen stock to such facilities where they do exist (mainly in the central belt
and North East Scotland), provides reasonable grounds for a request for a derogation
from the proposed rules on burial.  In the event that a derogation to allow burial of fallen
stock in remote areas cannot be negotiated in Brussels, facilities will have to be provided
to comply with the legislation.
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EU/01/09/4

CONVENER’S RECOMMENDATION

1. Progress of a draft Committee report into the preparation for, and policy implications of,
the single currency in Scotland: a contribution to the Euro debate from a Scottish
perspective.  During 2000, the Committee agreed to appoint Bruce Crawford MSP as
Reporter for this subject. Mr Crawford MSP has since left the Committee. The Clerking
Team was asked to bring forward the work in the form of a draft Committee report for
discussion at a future Committee meeting. Such a report has now been circulated to
Members over the summer recess. The Convener recommends that:

The Committee notes this development and instructs the Clerk to make plans
for an early discussion of the draft report. In the meantime, Members should
continue to forward their views on the draft to the Clerk for inclusion prior to
the discussion (possibly on 25 September 2001).

2. Response of the Scottish Executive to the request for the establishment of a procedure for
pre- and post-European Council and pre- and post-Council of the EU notification and
reporting to the European Committee. Following the last meeting of the Committee, the
Clerk was instructed to write to the Executive asking for procedures to be drawn up to
give effect to this request. The Executive has now responded suggesting that officials
from the parliament and the Executive develop some ideas and bring these forward first
to the Committee and then to the Executive for approval. The Convener now
recommends that:

The Clerk be instructed draw up such draft procedures and discuss these with
officials in the Executive. In the meantime, Members should send any views
and comments to the Clerk in terms of what is required and what may be an
appropriate system for reporting.

Hugh Henry MSP
Convener

14 August 2001
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BRIEFING PAPER

“Update on proposals for possible changes to Standing Orders (European
Committee Remit and External Affairs)”

Background

1. Following previous meetings of the European Committee and the decision taken
at the Procedures Committee meeting of the 29 May 2001, officials have been
taking forward options for changes to Standing Orders to give effect to the remit
extension. This paper provides a short update on progress to date and next
steps.

Progress to Date

2. Following internal discussions, it was considered that the best means of
proceeding with proposals for changes to Standing Orders was to first
understand the nature of activities carried out by Scottish Executive and the
Minister for Education, Europe and External Affairs in particular, which could be
defined as external affairs. Such as request was made by the Clerk to the
European Committee to officials in the Executive during the summer recess
period. To date, no response has yet been received.

3. In light of the above, it has not yet proved possible to bring forward a paper to
the Committee setting out options for changes to Standing Orders, as well as
providing a commentary on what additional functions this may mean for the
Committee.

Next Steps

4. Assuming such a definition of “external affairs” is forthcoming within the next
few weeks, it is suggested that the European Committee would then consider a
paper setting out possible new functions and options for changes to Standing
Orders. Following its discussion, the Procedures Committee would draw up an
adapted paper for consideration. If the Procedures Committee came forward
with a proposed recommendation for changes, then the final stage would be a
debate in the Chamber.

Stephen Imrie
Clerk to the European Committee

4 September 2001



DRAFT

European Committee

Remit and Membership

Remit

1. The remit of the European Committee is to consider and report on-

(a) proposals for European Communities legislation;
(b) the implementation of European Communities legislation; and
(c) any European Communities or European Union issue.

2. The Committee may refer matters to the Parliamentary Bureau or other committees where it
considers it appropriate to do so.

3. The convener of the Committee shall not be the convener of any other committee whose remit is, in
the opinion of the Parliamentary Bureau, relevant to that of the Committee.

4. The Parliamentary Bureau shall normally propose a person to be a member of the Committee only
if he or she is a member of another committee whose remit is, in the opinion of the Parliamentary
Bureau, relevant to that of the Committee.

(Standing Orders Rule 6.8)

Membership

Colin Campbell
Dennis Canavan
Helen Eadie
Hugh Henry (Convener)
John Home Robertson (Deputy Convener)
Irene Oldfather
Lloyd Quinan
Nora Radcliffe
Ben Wallace

Committee Clerk

Stephen Imrie

Assistant Clerk

David Simpson
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SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)1

European Committee

(draft) 5th Report, 2001

Report on scrutiny of European documents:
covering 16 January 2001 to 19 June 2001

The Committee reports to the Parliament as follows–

1. Under Standing Orders Rule 6.8.1(a), the European Committee is required to
consider and report on proposals for European Communities legislation.
Reporting should be in the form of periodic reports to the Parliament, according
to Rule 6.2.1.

2. This document is the 5th Report, 2001, on the scrutiny of European documents.
It covers the period from the 16 January 2001 until, and including, the meeting
of the Committee of 19 June 2001. Over this period, the Committee held 8
formal meetings.

3. This report provides a record of all European documents received during the
above-mentioned period, details of correspondence entered into (e.g. with the
Scottish Executive, agencies, NDPBs etc.) and decisions taken.

4. The remainder of the report is structured to follow a meeting-by-meeting
account of the scrutiny process. This includes details of any analysis
undertaken by the Committee and questions asked along with the response
received (where available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the
Scottish Executive in the form of a Scottish Cover Note (SCN) to the
Explanatory Memorandum (EM) produced by the lead department in Whitehall.
This information is reproduced primarily to increase the transparency of the
scrutiny process for the outside observer.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 16 JANUARY 2000

5. During this the 1st Meeting (2001) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

SP
Reference
Number

EC
Reference
Number

Title
Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for Routine Security

Referred to another Committee for interest only

1649

12629/00

COM(2000)
653 final

Communication from the Commission entitled "Review of specific Community financial

instruments for SMEs".

Copy to Enterprise
and Lifelong

Learning

Deferred to a subsequent Committee meeting

1582

COM(2000)
574

Proposal for the Regulation of the European Parliament and the Council laying down the

health rules concerning animal by-products not intended for human consumption.

Defer

Awaiting further
information

1586 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council

Directives 90/425/EEC and 92/118/EEC as regards health requirements for animal by-

products.

Defer

Awaiting further
information

1622

13075/00

COM(2000)
627 final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Directive 90/219/EEC as regards the criteria

for establishing the safety to human health and the environment of types of genetically

modified micro-organisms.

Defer

Awaiting further
information

1671

13394/00

COM(2000)
724 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament:

Fisheries and poverty reduction.

Defer

Awaiting further
information

1693

13289/00
Communication from the Government of the French Republic. Initiative of the

Government of the French Republic for the Council to adopt a draft Decision on setting

up a European judicial training network .

Defer

Awaiting further
information

1702

13635/00

COM(2000)
694 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 2505/96 opening and

providing for the administration of autonomous Community tariff quotas for certain

agricultural and industrial products.

Defer

Awaiting further
information

1707

Brussels
8.11.2000

COM(2000)
716 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down the

general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food

Authority, and laying down procedures in matters of food, (Presented by the

Commission).

Defer

Awaiting further
information

No further action

1669

13238/00

COM(2000)
670 final

Follow-up to the Rio Summit. No Further Action

1699

13847/00

COM(2000)
746 final

Communication from the Commission on the establishment of EUROJUST. No Further Action

1640

13374/00
2000 regular report from the Commission on Lithuania’s progress towards accession No Further Action
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COM(2000)
707 final

1641

13369/00

COM(2000)
709 final

2000 regular report from the Commission on Poland’s progress towards accession No Further Action

1642

13371/00

COM(2000)
711 final

2000 regular report from the Commission on Slovakia’s progress towards accession No Further Action

1643

13358/00

COM(2000)
700 final

Enlargement Strategy Paper "Report on progress towards accession by each of the

candidate countries".

No Further Action

1644

12629/00
ADD1

SEC(2000)
1826

Commission staff working paper entitled "Review of specific Community financial

instruments for SMEs". Description of financial instruments.

No Further Action

1645

13396/00

COM(2000)
725 final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community’s position within the

Association Council on the participation of [country] in Community programmes.

Recommendation for a Council Decision authorising the Commission to negotiate a

framework agreement with Cyprus, Malta and Turkey concerning their participation in

Community programmes.

No Further Action

1646

12868/00

COM(2000)
721 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 393/98 imposing a

definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of stainless steel fasteners and parts thereof

originating, inter alia, in the People’s Republic of china.

No Further Action

1647

13589/00

COM(2000)
737 final

Report from the Commission to the Council called for by the Joint Action on New

Synthetic Drugs (97396/JAI) concerning Ketamine and report from the Commission to

the Council called for by the Joint Action on New Synthetic Drugs (97/396/JAI)

concerning GHB.

No Further Action

1648

12763/00
COR1

COM(2000)
690 final 2

Corrigendum to document COM(00) 690 final. Proposal for a Council Regulation on the

conclusion of the Protocol establishing for the period 1 July 2000 to 30 June 2001 the

fishing rights and financial compensation provided for in the Agreement between the

European Economic Community and the Government of the Republic of Equatorial

Guinea on fishing off the coast of Equatorial Guinea.

No Further Action

1650

13527/00

COM(2000)
722 final

Communication from the Commission on the application of conduct of business rules

under Article 11 of the investment services Directive (93/22/EEC).

No Further Action

1651

13412/00

SEC(2000)
1813 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation (ECSC, EC, Euratom) adjusting with effect from 1 July

2000 the remuneration and pensions of officials and other servants of the European

Communities and the weightings applied thereto.

No Further Action

1652

13255/00

COM(2000)
693 final

2000/0135
(CNS)

Amended proposal for a Council Regulation amending the Financial Regulation of 21

December 1977 and separating the internal audit function from the ex ante financial

control function (Article 24, paragraph 5, of the Financial Regulation).

No Further Action

1653

13242/00

COM(2000)
696 final

Progress report on the follow-up to the conclusions of the Council on Tourism and

employment: Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the

Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions.

No Further Action

1654

13059/00

COM(2000)
680 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No. 2007/2000 by

extending to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and the Federal Republic of

Yugoslavia the exceptional trade measures for countries and territories participating in or

linked to the European Union’s Stabilisation and Association process and amending

No Further Action
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Regulation (EC) No. 2820/98. Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the

suspension of the trade and trade-related provisions of the cooperation agreement

between the European Community and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

signed on 29 April 1997.

1655

Brussels
18.10.2000

SEC
(2000)1717

final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 39A/2000. No Further Action

1656

Brussels
22.11.2000

COM(2000)
757 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on a

Community Immigration Policy.

No Further Action

1657

13420/00

COM(2000)
507 final

COD
2000/0260

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the activities of

institutions for occupational retirement provision.

No Further Action

1658

13021/00

COM(2000)
687 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 772/1999 imposing

definitive anti-dumping and countervailing duties on imports of farmed Atlantic salmon

originating in Norway.

No Further Action

1659

12794/00

COM(2000)
699 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive countervailing duty and collecting

definitively the provisional duty imposed on imports of certain polyethylene terephthalate

originating in India, Malaysia and Thailand and terminating the anti-subsidy proceeding

concerning imports of certain polyethylene terephthalate originating in Indonesia, the

Republic of Korea and Taiwan.

No Further Action

1660

12822/00

COM(2000)
717 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty and collecting

definitively the provisional duty imposed on imports of certain polyethylene terephthalate

originating in India, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Republic of Korea,Taiwan and Thailand.

No Further Action

1661

13366/00

COM(2000)
702 final

2000 regular report from the Commission on Cyprus’s progress towards accession. No Further Action

1662

13368/00

COM(2000)
705 final

2000 regular report from the Commission on Hungary’s progress towards accession. No Further Action

1663

13373/00

COM(2000)
704 final

2000 regular report from the Commission on Estonia’s progress towards accession. No Further Action

1664

13377/00

COM(2000)
712 final

2000 regular report from the Commission on Slovenia’s progress towards accession. No Further Action

1665

13375/00

COM(2000)
701 final

2000 regular report from the Commission on Bulgaria ’s progress towards accession. No Further Action

1666

13491/00
Special Report No. 14/2000 by the Court of Auditors on Greening the CAP. No Further Action

1667

13378/00

COM(2000)
713 final

2000 regular report from the Commission on Turkey’s progress towards accession. No Further Action
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1668

13376/00

COM(2000)
703 final

2000 regular report from the Commission on the Czech Republic’s progress towards

accession.

No Further Action

1670

13379/00

COM(2000)
714 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the principles, priorities, intermediate objectives and

conditions contained in the Accession Partnership with the Republic of Turkey.

No Further Action

1672

13188/00

COM(2000)
695 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing certain concessions in the form of

Community tariff quotas for certain agricultural products and providing for an adjustment,

as an autonomous and transitional measure, of certain agricultural concessions provided

for in the Europe Agreement with the Republic of Poland and repealing Regulation (EC)

No. 3066/95. (Presented by the Commission).

No Further Action

1673

Brussels
18.07.2000

SEC(2000)
1222 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 19/2000 No Further Action

1674

Brussels
06.07.2000

SEC(2000)
1126 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 16/2000 No Further Action

1675

Brussels
17.07.2000

SEC(2000)
1231 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 21/2000 No Further Action

1676

13056/00

ECOFIN
321

Report by the ECOFIN Council to the Nice European Council on the review of

Community Financial Instruments for enterprises.

No Further Action

1677

Brussels
11.07.2000

SEC(2000)
1141 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 18/2000 No Further Action

1678

Brussels
11.07.2000

SEC(2000)
1127 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 17/2000 No Further Action

1679

Brussels
21.09.2000

SEC(2000)
1568 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 22/2000 No Further Action

1680

Brussels
07.09.2000

SEC(2000)
1376 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 23/2000 No Further Action

1681

Brussels
19.09.2000

SEC(2000)
1558 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 31/2000 No Further Action

1682

Brussels

SEC(2000)
1378 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 25/2000 No Further Action



European Committee 5th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)6

1683

Brussels
25.07.2000

SEC(2000)
1277 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 20/2000 No Further Action

1684

Brussels

SEC(2000)
1575 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 34/2000 No Further Action

1685

Brussels
13.09.2000

SEC(2000)
1522 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 26/2000 No Further Action

1686

Brussels
14.09.2000

SEC(2000)
1523 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 27/2000 No Further Action

1687

Brussels
19.09.2000

SEC(2000)
1563 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 33/2000 No Further Action

1688

Brussels
19.09.2000

SEC(2000)
1546 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 29/2000 No Further Action

1689

Brussels
19.09.2000

SEC(2000)
1562 final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 28/2000 No Further Action

1690

13372/00

COM(2000)
706 final

2000 regular report from the Commission on Latvia’s progress towards accession. No Further Action

1691

13370/00

COM(2000)
710 final

2000 regular report from the Commission on Romania’s progress towards accession. No Further Action

1692

13367/00

COM(2000)
708 final

2000 regular report from the Commission on Malta’s progress towards accession. No Further Action

1694

13632/00

COM(2000)
729 final

Communication from the Commission: upgrading the investment services Directive

(93/22/EEC).

No Further Action

1695

13562/00

COM(2000)
650 final

VAT. Invoicing. No Further Action

1696

13716/00

COM(2000)
617 final

COD
2000/0249

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council

Directive 79/267/EEC as regards the solvency margin requirements for life assurance

undertakings.

No Further Action

1697 Draft Council Directive concerning the harmonisation of penalties imposed on carriers No Further Action
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14074/00 transporting into the territory of the Member States third-country nationals lacking the

documents necessary for admission.

1698

13510/00
Draft Council Directive concerning the harmonisation of penalties imposed on carriers

transporting into the territory of the Member States third-country nationals lacking the

documents necessary for admission.

No Further Action

1700

13549/00

COM(2000)
730 final

Third report from the Commission to the Council on the situation in world shipbuilding. No Further Action

1701

13625/00

COM(2000)
1953 final

Report from the Commission to the Budget Authority on the impact on EAGGF

Guarantee Section expenditure in 2000 of movements in the euro/dollar exchange rate.

No Further Action

1703

Provisional
edition

European
Court of
Auditors

Annual Report concerning the financial year 1999. No Further Action

1704

Information
Note

European
Court of
Auditors

Annual Report concerning the financial year 1999. No Further Action

1705

13576/00

COM(2000)
664 final

Communication from the Commission on the safe operation of mining activities: a follow-

up to recent mining accidents.

No Further Action

1706

13572/00

COM(2000)
718 final

Protecting the Communities’ financial interests- the fight against fraud. Annual Report. No Further Action

6. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. prior to the debate
at the Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed
during this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

7. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 16 January
2001 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for the
outside observer.
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SP 1582, COM(2000) 574: A Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament
and the Council laying down the health rules concerning animal by-products not
intended for human consumption.

8. The Committee considered the advice given by the Clerk to the European
Committee in relation to the above-mentioned document.

9. The Committee noted the comments made by MAFF and the Scottish Executive
that the UK considered that a ban on burial in all circumstances would not be
practical and had pressed for derogation, for example in remote areas (e.g.
Highlands and Islands), or emergency disease situations.

10. The Committee agreed to ask the Scottish Executive for further information on
the proposed line of argument that it will put forward for a derogation. They also
asked for an indication of any contingency plans in the worst case scenario
where such derogation could not be secured. Finally, Members noted in
particular that as a result of this proposal, additional compliance costs will be
put on the agricultural and meat supply sector and agreed to copy this EC
document to Rural Development Committee once their own scrutiny is
completed.

SP 1396, 11274/00: Proposal for a Council Regulation (EC) on information provision
and promotion for agricultural products on the internal market

11. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned document. Specifically, the Committee asked to receive a
statement of policy on access to this type of Community funding.

12. Members also noted that the proposal was meant to harmonise and simplify the
current system so as to make it more effective and so as to facilitate the
management of the resources made available.  It is however not very clear from
the Explanatory Memorandum supplied by MAFF whether this purpose would
actually be served by the proposal as it currently stood and the Committee
stated that it would be helpful if this point could be clarified.

13. Finally, it was also unclear from the Explanatory Memorandum supplied by
MAFF whether the Government was actually supporting or opposing this
proposal and it would be helpful if this could be clarified.

14. The Scottish Executive stated that:

… since original draft legislation was submitted to the Committee significant changes
have taken place following discussion at the Joint Management Committee in Brussels.
We understand that MAFF have sent a copy of the new draft and a further Explanatory
letter to the Westminster Scrutiny Committee and these will be copied to the Scottish
Parliamentary European Committee.  However, to save some time the Executive
attached a copy to this note (not reproduced here).  The most significant change to take
place is that in certain circumstances (to be decided by the Management Committee) the
Commission will meet 50% of the cost and the producer organisation the other 50%
removing the need for compulsory co-financing by Member State.  This met one of the
UK’s concerns but, as the Committee will see the UK maintained a Parliamentary
Reserve on the proposal.  The new draft is to go to the Agriculture Council on 19
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December as an A point.  The implementing regulation and detailed rules for the scheme
will be worked up in the New Year.  Not until we see the results of these discussions can
we provide a definitive response on the issues raised by the Committee.  Although it is
the Commission’s belief that these proposals will simplify the current system and make it
more effective it is not yet clear from either correspondence or discussion that this will be
the case.

The proposal suggests that decisions would be taken at Management Committee level
as to which sectors and themes are to be the subject of information provision and
support.  If the sectors and themes chosen were ones which would be beneficial to
Scotland’s primary producers and our agri-food industry eg beef, lamb, pigmeat then we
would wish to ensure that they did not lose out on the chance to participate or to access
these additional EU funds.

Follow-Up

15. The Committee was not satisfied with this response and requested more
information as to whether the Government was actually supporting or opposing
this proposal. The response of the Executive was as follows.

Basically, although the main regulation went through at the end of December, the
implementing regulation and detailed rules have still to be worked up.  The first meeting
to discuss these is to take place in Brussels on 19 February but as yet we have not even
seen a draft.  Until we know what the detailed rules are to be for operation of this
regulation we are afraid we cannot answer the points raised by the Committee.

We have discussed timing with MAFF and the best estimate that they could give was that
the implementing regulation will not be finalised until sometime after Easter.  If there are
any significant developments in the meantime we will, of course, let you know.

SP 1693, 13289/00: Communication from the Government of the French Republic.
Initiative of the Government of the French Republic for the Council to adopt a draft
Decision on setting up a European judicial training network

16. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned document. Specifically, it would be helpful if the relationship
between this proposed European judicial training network (EJTN) and the
existing one set up by the Bordeaux Convention (October 2000) could be
clarified.  Members noted in particular that this proposal would initially be
confined to matters covered by Article 31 TEU, and asked if this meant that the
existing EJTN would then become confined to civil and family law and no longer
include criminal law.

17. Secondly, Article 2 of the draft decision provides that each Member State shall
appoint up to three training officers to represent it in the network.  Members
asked if it was planned to send one training officer for Scotland.

18. Thirdly, the Explanatory Memorandum supplied by the Lord Chancellor’s
Department outlines one particular reservation namely the overriding
importance of maintaining judicial independence and ensuring that judges
should not have their priorities imposed by Governments.  It is not clear
however which particular aspects of this proposed decision triggered this
particular reservation and it would be helpful if this point could be clarified.



European Committee 5th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)10

19. Finally, the Committee also wished to be kept informed of the progress in
relation to this proposal.

20. The Executive’s response was as follows.

As noted in the Explanatory Memorandum submitted by the Lord Chancellor’s
Department to the UK Parliament this is a proposal for a Council decision to establish a
network of training institutions for the Judiciary within the Member States of the European
Union.  The treaty base which has been chosen is Article 34 of the Treaty on European
Union.  The article in Title VI deals essentially with co-operation between judiciary and
other competent authorities in criminal matters.

A decision under Article 34(2) is binding but does not have direct effect.  In principle
unanimity is required for adoption of the decision although measures at the European
Union level can be adopted by decision of the Council acting by a qualified majority.

The policy of establishing a network of judicial training institutions within the Union has
been pursued at inter-governmental level by successive meetings of representatives of
Member States culminating in a meeting in Bordeaux in October 2000.  At that meeting
an instrument was signed on behalf of the Member States represented to bring into being
this framework.

The initiative taken by the Republic of France has the intention of creating a European
institution which would have a base within the European Commission and presumably
funding to enable its programme to be taken forward.

The Judicial Studies Committee for Scotland has been represented at meetings,
including the meeting at Bordeaux where the framework was adopted.  Working closely
with the Judicial Studies Board in England and Wales and the Judicial Studies
Committee for Northern Ireland to formulate a United Kingdom position as part of an
ongoing programme of discussion and mutual assistance under the auspices of the UK
Judicial Studies Council the Committee was in principle in favour of the creation of a
linked network.  The proposed decision does however raise a number of concerns.

The first is the question of the limited scope of the initiative.  This is in principle
unwelcome and potentially unacceptable.  In common with the Judiciary in the other
parts of the United Kingdom the judges and sheriffs in Scotland operate in civil as well as
in criminal cases.  In principle therefore it would be preferable for there to be a network
which takes this into account and provides linkages for all types of case covered by our
Judiciary.

The proposed linkage with certain prosecution interests is questionable.  Although in
certain of the Member States the prosecutors have the same status as judges or
magistrates (notably in France, Italy and Belgium) this is not the case throughout the
Union.  It is important to separate the role of the Judiciary from the role of the prosecution
and police in this regard, a matter on which the Scottish Judiciary, along with their
counterparts elsewhere in the United Kingdom, are particularly sensitive.  In addition
there is a concern that embedding the network too closely into the European
Commission may have some implications for judicial independence in regard to judicial
training since that training should in principle be led by judiciary policy rather than by
policy coming from other areas of the Commission’s work.

As regards the operation of the decision it would be the intention to seek full participation
of the Scottish Judiciary Training Committee along with the counterparts in England and
Wales and Northern Ireland in the future of this initiative although no decision has yet
been taken in this regard.

Depending on the outcome of the discussion on Treaty base and therefore the scope of
the initiative future issues regarding the continuation or otherwise of the networks
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established by the Bordeaux agreement will have to be considered.  The three UK
Judicial Training Committees would have no objection to the Bordeaux agreement
continuing as the framework for co-operation in judicial training in civil and criminal
matters.  They have no particular enthusiasm for the situation where a Commission-
based network dealt with criminal matters while the Bordeaux network dealt with civil
matters.  In such an event it is open to question whether they would recommend
participation in a criminal only network based on the French proposal.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 30 JANUARY 2001

21. During this the 2nd Meeting (2001) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

SP Reference
Number

EC Reference
Number

Title
Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for Routine Security

Referred to another Committee for interest only

1730

14011/00

COR.1

European Social Agenda

Copy to

Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning

Committee

1742

14255/00

COM(2000) 796

final

Amended proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the

Council establishing a programme of Community action to encourage

cooperation between Member States to combat social exclusion.

Copy to

Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning

Committee

1822

12617/00

SOC 376

Council Directive establishing a general framework for equal treatment in

employment and occupation.

Copy to

Equal Opportunities

Committee

Defer

1737

14357/00

‘

Relations with Morocco. Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community

position in the Association Council on the  implementation of article 73 of the

EU-morocco Euro-Mediterranean Agreement.

 Defer

1753

5001/01

SIS-TECH 1

New technical architecture for SIS  Defer

1761

14469/00

COM(2000) 815

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Council Directive 91/671/EEC on the approximation of the laws of

the Member States relating to compulsory use of safety belts in vehicles of

less than 3,5 tonnes.

 Defer

1765

14402/00

COM(2000) 782

final

Biannual update of the scoreboard to review progress on the creation of an

area of "Freedom, Security and Justice" in the European Union.

 Defer

1793

11322/00

COM(2000) 545

final COD

2000/0227

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Recommendation

concerning the implementation of Integrated Coastal Zone Management in

Europe.

 Defer

1811

14373/00

DROIPEN 60

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the environment through

criminal law.

 Defer
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1812

14900/00

EUROJUST 21

Draft Council Decision setting up Eurojust.  Defer

1715

13540/00

COM(2000) 745

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing measures to be applicable in

2001 for the recovery of the stock of cod in the Irish sea (ICES Division VIIa).

 Defer

1716

13542/00

COM(2000) 747

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the conclusion of the Protocol setting

out for the period from 3 May 2000 to 2 May 2002 the fishing opportunities

and financial contribution provided for in the Agreement between the

European Community and the Government of the Republic of Angola on

fishing off Angola.

 Defer

1719

13543/00

COM(2000) 738

final

Annual Report from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on the results of the multi-annual guidance programmes for the

fishing fleets at the end of 1999.

 Defer

1727

COM(2000) 786

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament. The prevention of crime in the European Union. Reflection on

common guidelines and proposals for Community financial support. Proposal

for a Council Decision establishing a programme of incentives and

exchanges, training and cooperation for the prevention of crime

(Hippocrates).

 Defer

1736

14174/00

COM(2000) 716

final COD

2000/0286

Proposal for a  Regulation of the  European Parliament and of the Council

laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing

the European Food Authority, and laying down procedures in matters of

food.

 Defer

1740

14291/00

COM(2000) 727

final

Communication from the  Commission to the Council, The European

Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the

Regions: An evaluation of the bridge phase of TIDE (Technology Initiative for

Disabled and Elderly People).

 Defer

1747

14270/00

COM(2000) 736

final

Proposal for a Council Recommendation: "Drinking of alcohol by children

and adolescents".

 Defer

1749

13682/00

SEC(2000) 1890

final

Commission Regulation (EURATOM, ECSC, EC) amending Commission

Regulation No. 3418/93 of 9 December 1993 laying down detailed rules for

the implementation of certain provisions of the Financial Regulation of 21

December 1977.

 Defer

1758

14236/00

COM(2000) 770

final

Communication from the Commission on the joint harmonised EU

programme of business and consumer surveys.

 Defer
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1759

14187/00

COM(2000) 785

final 1999/0269

(COD)

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending for the nineteenth time Council Directive 76/769/EEC

relating to restrictions on the marketing and use of certain dangerous

substances and preparations (azocolourants).

 Defer

1760

14440/00

COM(2000) 77

final 2000/0068

(COD)

Amended proposal for a  Directive of the European Parliament and  of the

Council amending Council Directive 95/53/EC fixing the principles governing

the organisation of official inspections in the field of animal nutrition and

Council Directive 1999/29/EC on undesirable substances and products in

animal nutrition.

 Defer

1773

14234/00

COM(2000) 791

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation introducing specific measures for certain

agricultural products for the French overseas departments, the Azores and

Madeira, the Canary Islands. Proposal for a Council Regulation amending

Regulation (EC) No. 1254/1999 on the common organisation of the market in

beef and veal.

 Defer

1775

14595/00

COM(2000) 802

final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the

Council on a second set of Community measures on maritime safety

following the sinking of the oil tanker Erika. Proposal for a Directive of the

European Parliament and  of the Council establishing a Community

monitoring, control and information system for maritime traffic.  Proposal for

a Regulation of the European Parliament and  of the Council on the

establishment of a fund for the compensation of oil pollution damage in

European waters and related measures. Proposal for a Regulation of the

European Parliament and  of the Council establishing a European Maritime

Safety Agency.

 Defer

1782

14181/00

COM(2000) 820

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning certain protection measures with

regard to transmissible spongiform encephalopathies and the feeding of

animal protein.

 Defer

1786

13545/00

COM(2000) 762

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending for the sixth time, Regulation

(EC) No. 2742/1999 fixing for 2000 the fishing  opportunities and associated

conditions for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks, applicable in

Community waters and, for Community vessels, in waters where limitations

in catch are required and amending Regulation No. 66/98.

 Defer

1789

14058/00

COM(2000) 803

final

Communication from the Commission to the council and the European

Parliament: Application of the precautionary principle and multiannual

arrangements for setting TACs.

 Defer

1790

14061/00

COM(2000) 801

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of an Agreement in the

form of an exchange of letters concerning the provisional application of the

Fourth Protocol laying down the conditions relating to fishing provided for in

the Agreement on fisheries between the European Economic Community, on

the one hand, and the Government of Denmark and the local Government of

Greenland, on the other.

 Defer
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1791

14219/00

COM(2000) 774

final

1. Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.

1260/1999 laying down general provisions on the Structural Funds. 2.

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.3763/91

introducing specific measures in respect of certain agricultural products for

the benefit of the French overseas departments as regards the structural

measures. 3. Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC)

No. 1600/92 concerning specific measure for the Azores and Madeira

relating to certain agricultural products as regards the structural measures. 4.

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 1601/92

concerning specific measure for the Canary Islands with regard to certain

agricultural products as regards the structural measures. 5. Proposal for a

Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 2792/1999 laying down

the detailed rules and arrangements regarding Community structural

assistance in the fisheries sector.

 Defer

1792

13905/00

COM(2000) 751

final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Council Regulation (EEC) No. 881/92 on access to the market in

the carriage of goods by road within the Community to and from the territory

of a Member State or passing  across the territory of one or more Member

States as regards a uniform Driver Attestation.

 Defer

1794

11529/00

COM(2000) 757

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on a  Community Immigration Policy.

 Defer

1798

14159/00

COM(2000) 807

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature by the European

Community of the Convention on the conservation and management of

fishery resources in the South East Atlantic Ocean.

 Defer

1803

13119/00

COM(2000) 755

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament "Towards a common asylum procedure and a uniform status,

valid throughout the Union, for persons granted asylum".

 Defer

1804

14184/00

COM(2000) 749

final

Commission Report under Council Decision 1999/296/EC for a monitoring

mechanism of Community greenhouse gas emissions.

 Defer

1807

14639/00

COM(2000) 824

final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council for the prevention and control of certain transmissible spongiform

encephalopathies.

 Defer

1808

Brussels

21.12.2000

COM(2000) 846

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament. The contribution of public finances to growth and

employment:Improving quality and sustainability.

 Defer

1809

13941/00

COM(2000) 773

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation fixing for 2001 the fishing opportunities

and associated conditions for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks,

applicable in Community waters and, for Community vessels, in waters

where limitations in catch are required.

 Defer
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1813

13986/00

COPEN 81

Communication from the Governments of the French Republic, the Kingdom

of Sweden and the Kingdom of Belgium. Initiative by the French Republic,

the Kingdom of Sweden and the Kingdom of Belgium for the adoption by the

Council of a Framework Decision on the execution in the European Union of

orders freezing assets or evidence.

 Defer

1826

5082/01

CRIMORG 1

Development of the EU Organised Crime Situation Report.  Defer

1767

14245/00

COM(2000) 786

final 2000/0304

(CNS)

Prevention of crime in the European Union: Reflection on common

guidelines and proposals for Community financial support. Proposal  for a

Council Decision establishing a programme of incentives and exchanges,

training and cooperation for the prevention of crime (Hippocrates).

 Defer

1778

12825/00

COPEN 73

Draft Convention on improving mutual assistance in criminal matters.  Defer

1779

14352/00

COPEN 83

Draft Convention on improving mutual assistance in criminal matters.  Defer

1810

5146/01

JAI 2

Presidency programme concerning external liaison in the JHA field.  Defer

1671

13394/00

COM(2000) 724

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: Fisheries and poverty reduction.

 Defer

1693

13289/00

Communication from the Government of the French Republic. Initiative of the

Government of the French Republic for the Council to adopt a draft Decision

on setting up a European judicial training network .

 Defer

1702

13635/00

COM(2000) 694

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 2505/96

opening and providing for the administration of autonomous Community tariff

quotas for certain agricultural and industrial products.

 Defer

1707

Brussels

8.11.2000

COM(2000) 716

final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing

the European Food Authority, and laying down procedures in matters of

food, (Presented by the Commission).

 Defer

No further action

1723

Brussels 6

Nov.2000

Draft Council Regulation . Maintaining a freeze of funds in relation to Mr

Milosevic and those persons associated with him and repealing Regulations

(EC) No. 1294/1999 and 607/2000 and Article 2 of Regulation (EC) 926/98.

  No Further Action
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1729

13165/00

CIREFI 76,

COMIX 806

Proposal by the Federal Republic of Germany for the adoption of a Council

Resolution on Member States’ obligation to transmit information on illegal

immigration and facilitators networks in connection with participation in the

CIREFI early warning system.

  No Further Action

1731

14145/00

EUROPOL 41

Data Protection Report: Norway   No Further Action

1732

14146/00

EUROPOL 42

Data Protection Report: Iceland   No Further Action

1733

14147/00

EUROPOL 43

Data Protection Report: Poland   No Further Action

1734

14148/00

EUROPOL 44

Data Protection Report: Hungary   No Further Action

1776

13739/00

DROIPEN 58

Draft Council Framework Decision on the strengthening of the penal

framework to prevent the facilitation of unauthorised entry residence.  Draft

Council Directive defining the facilitation  of unauthorised entry, movement

and residence.

  No Further Action

1818

PE 297.081

Annex Part 2

Amendments and proposed modifications to the draft general budget of the

European Communities for the financial year 2001. 2nd Part: Section III-

Commission: Subsection B3.

  No Further Action

1622

13075/00

COM(2000) 627

final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Directive 90/219/EEC as regards

the criteria for establishing the safety to human health and the environment

of types of genetically modified micro-organisms.

  No Further Action

1708

12508/00

COM(2000) 737

final

Reports on Risk Assessments of Ketamine and GHB.   No Further Action

1709

13609/00

ENFOPOL 80

Registration of colour codes on the registration certificates of motor vehicles.

Draft Council conclusions.

  No Further Action

1710

13004/00

COM(2000) 733

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing definitive anti-dumping duties on

imports of certain electronic weighing scales (REWS) originating in the

People’s Republic of China, the Republic of Korea and Taiwan.

  No Further Action

1712

13896/00

COM(2000) 728

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion on behalf of the

European Community of an Exchange of Letters recording the common

understanding on the accession of the Republic of Korea to the principles of

International cooperation on research and development activities in the

domain of intelligent manufacturing  systems between the European

Community and the United States of America, Japan , Australia, Canada and

the EFTA countries of Norway and Switzerland.

  No Further Action



European Committee 5th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)18

1713

13780/00

COM(2000) 740

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No. 3493/90

laying down general rules for the grant of premiums to sheepmeat and

goatmeat producers.

  No Further Action

1714

13561/00

COM(2000) 678

final

Excise duties on mineral oils. Reduced rates and exemptions (procedure

under Article 8(4) of Directive 92/81EEC).

  No Further Action

1717

13889/00

COM(2000) 743

final

Report on the evaluation of Regulation (EC) No. 1475/95 on the application

of Article 85(3) of the Treaty to certain categories of motor vehicle

distribution and servicing agreements.

  No Further Action

1718

13512/00

COM(2000) 698

final (Volume I)

Structural Funds (Volume I). 11th Annual Report from the Commission

(1999).

  No Further Action

1720

13512/00 ADD1

COM(2000) 698

final (Volume II)

Structural Funds (Volume II). 11th Annual Report from the Commission

(1999).

  No Further Action

1721

13917/00

COM(2000) 739

final

Proposal for a Council Decision establishing the Community position within

the EC-Mexico Joint Council with a view to the adoption of a Decision

implementing Articles 6, 9, 12(2)(b) and 50 of the Economic Partnership,

Political Coordination and Cooperation Agreement.

  No Further Action

1722

9401/00

Action plan for the Northern Dimension with external and cross-border

policies of the European Union 2000 –2003.

  No Further Action

1724

Brussels

06/07/2000

COM(2000) 423

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion of  the Protocol

on the extension of the Cooperation Agreement between the European

Community and Brunei-Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,

Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam member countries of the Association of

south-East Asian Nations to Cambodia.

  No Further Action

1725

Brussels 3.5.2000

COM(2000) 268

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament. 2000 - 2006 Financial Programme of Heading 4.

  No Further Action

1726

Brussels

30.5.2000

COM(2000) 336

final

Report from the Commission. Progress on Financial Services. Second

Report.

  No Further Action

1735

14026/00

COM(2000) 766

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 1334/2000

with regard to intra-Community transfers and exports of dual-use items

technology.

  No Further Action
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1738

14389/00

COM(2000) 789

final

Communication from the Commission to the  Council, the European

Parliament and the  Economic and Social Committee. Follow-up to the

Green Paper on combating counterfeiting and piracy in the single market.

  No Further Action

1739

14482/00

COM(2000) 810

final

European Training Foundation. Annual Report 1999.   No Further Action

1741

14507/00

SEC(2000) 2077

final

Proposal for an Agreement between the European Parliament, the Council,

the Commission, the Court of Justice, the Court of Auditors, the Economic

and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions establishing an

Advisory Group on Standards in Public Life.

  No Further Action

1743

13969/00

COM(2000) 758

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down the weightings applicable

from 1 July 2000 to the remuneration of officials of the European

Communities serving in third countries.

  No Further Action

1744

13178/00

SEC(2000) 1814

final

Letter of Amendment No. 2 to the preliminary draft budget for 2001- Section

III- Commission.

  No Further Action

1745

13973/00

COM(2000) 734

final 1998/0300

(COD)

Turkey. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council regarding  the implementation of measures to promote economic

and social development in Turkey. Commission opinion pursuant to article

251(2)(c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to

the Council’s common position.

  No Further Action

1746

14253/00

COM(2000) 772

final

Commission Report to the European Council: Better Lawmaking 2000.   No Further Action

1748

9886/00

REV 1

Revised edition of document COM(2000) 380 final. (Report from the

Commission on the application of the Community rules for State Aid to the

coal industry in 1998 and 1999).

  No Further Action

1750

12770/1/00

COM(2000) 660

final/2 1993/0463

(CNS)

Amended proposal for a Council Regulation on Community design.   No Further Action

1751

14215/00

COM(2000) 742

final

Report from the Commission to the Council on harmonisation of consumer

price indices in the European Union.

  No Further Action

1752

14203/00

COM(2000) 783

final

eEurope 2002. The Europe 2002 update prepared by the European

Commission for the European Council in Nice on 7 and 8 December 2000.

  No Further Action



European Committee 5th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)20

1754

13032/00 COR1

COM(2000) 634

final 2

Corrigendum to document COM(2000) 634 final. (Proposal for a Directive of

the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive

73/239/EEC as regards the solvency margin requirements for non-life

insurance undertakings.

  No Further Action

1755

14344/00

COM(2000) 744

final 1997/0348

(COD)

Opinion of the  Commission, pursuant to Article 251(2), third subparagraph,

point (c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the

Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a Directive of the

European Parliament and of the Council relating to tyres for motor vehicles

and their trailers and to their fitting, amending Directive 92/23/EEC.

  No Further Action

1756

14484/00

COM(2000) 811

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the

Regions on the results of the World Radiocommunications Conference 2000

(WRC-2000) in the context of radio spectrum policy in the European

Community.

  No Further Action

1757

14292/00

COM(2000) 794

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the conclusion of Agreements in the

form of Exchanges of Letters between the European Community and the

Republic of Bulgaria, the Republic of Hungary and Romania on reciprocal

preferential trade concessions for certain wines and spirits, and amending

Regulation (EC) No. 933/95 opening and providing for the administration of

Community tariff quotas for certain wines (presented by the Commission).

  No Further Action

1762

14551/00

COM(2000) 817

final ACP 167

Proposal for a Council Decision regarding the position to be taken by the

Community within the ACP-EC Committee of Ambassadors with a view to a

Decision adopting the rules of procedure of the ACP-EC Council of Ministers.

  No Further Action

1763

14550/00

COM(2000) 819

final ACP 166

Proposal for a  Council Decision regarding the position to be taken by the

Community within the ACP-EC Committee of Ambassadors with a view to a

decision adopting the rules of procedure of the ACP-EC Committee of

Ambassadors.

  No Further Action

1764

14701/00

COM(2000) 821

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council. Community objectives

for the 33rd Assembly of the International Civil Aviation Organisation (IACO)

and IACO Council decision prior to this Assembly in the field of

environmental protection.

  No Further Action

1766

14351/00

COM(2000) 787

final

State of implementation of Council Directive 93/104/Ec of 23 November 1993

concerning certain aspects of the organisation of working time ("Working

Time Directive"). Report from the Commission.

  No Further Action

1768

14511/00

COM(2000) 814

final

Sixth report on the implementation of the telecommunications regulatory

package.

  No Further Action

1769

14304/00

COM(2000) 750

final

Commission Communication to the European Parliament and the Council on

GALLIEO.

  No Further Action
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1770

14295/00

FIN 539

Special Report No. 20/2000 by the Court of Auditors concerning the

management of the Common Organisation of the Market for Sugar.

  No Further Action

1771

14334/00

COM(2000) 748

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature, and proposal for a Council

Decision on the conclusion of an additional Protocol to the Europe

Agreement establishing an association between the European Communities

and their Member States, of the one part, and the Czech Republic, of the

other part on conformity assessment and acceptance of industrial products.

  No Further Action

1772

14335/00

COM(2000) 741

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature, and proposal for a Council

Decision on the conclusion of an additional Protocol to the Europe

Agreement establishing an association between the European Communities

and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Hungary, of

the other part on conformity assessment and acceptance of industrial

products.

  No Further Action

1774

14329/00

COM(2000) 595

final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on

establishing common rules in the field of civil aviation and creating a

European Aviation Safety Agency.

  No Further Action

1777

14197/00

SEC(2000) 2088

Commission Staff paper. Single Market Scoreboard. November 2000. No. 7   No Further Action

1780

14220/00

COM(2000) 776

final

2000/0318(ACC)

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by the

Community within the Association Council established by the Europe

Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States, of

the one part, and Poland, of the other part, which entered into force on 1

February 1994, extending the double-checking system for the period from 1

January to 31 December 2001, concerning the export of certain steel

products from Poland to the Community.

  No Further Action

1781

14223/00

COM(2000) 778

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by the

Community within the EU-Czech Republic Association Council established

by the Europe Agreement between the European Communities and their

Member States, of the one part, and the Czech Republic, of the other part,

which entered into force on 1 February 1995, extending the double-checking

system for the period from 1 January to 31 December 2001, concerning the

export of certain steel products from the Czech Republic to the Community.

  No Further Action

1783

14177/00

COM(2000) 804

final

Council Decision on the position to be adopted by the Community within the

ACP-EC Council of Ministers regarding a Decision  intended to safeguard, by

means of specific financial measures, the continuity of certain activities of the

8th EDF before the entry into force of the ACP-EC Partnership Agreement.

Decision of the ACP-EC Council of Ministers on the adoption of specific

financial measures to ensure the continuity  of certain activities of the 8th

EDF before the entry into force of the ACP-EC Partnership Agreement.

  No Further Action

1784

14026/00

COM(2000) 766

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 1334/2000

with regard to intra-Community transfers and exports of dual-use items

technology.

  No Further Action
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1785

13924/00

COM(2000) 753

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

concerning statistical surveys in order to determine the production potential

of plantations of certain species of fruit trees.

  No Further Action

1787

14021/00

COM(2000) 761

final COD

2000/0185

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council on unbundled access to the local loop.

  No Further Action

1788

13972/00

COM(2000) 754

final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council concerning the organisation of working time for mobile workers

performing road transport activities and for self-employed drivers.

  No Further Action

1795

14227/00

COM(2000) 781

final 2000/0301

(ACC)

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the export of certain ECSC

and EC steel products from the Slovak Republic to the Community for the

period from 1 January to 31 December 2001 (extension of the double-

checking system).

  No Further Action

1796

14616/00

SEC(2000) 2167

final

Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the

mobilisation of the flexibility instrument (paragraph 24 of the Interinstitutional

Agreement of 6 May 1999 on budgetary discipline and improvement of the

budgetary procedure).

  No Further Action

1797

14093/00

COM(2000) 763

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No. 738/93

amending the transitional measures governing the common organisation of

the market in cereals and rice in Portugal as Provided for by Regulation

(EEC) No. 3653/90.

  No Further Action

1799

14203/00

COM(2000) 783

final

eEurope 2002. The Europe 2002 update prepared by the european

Commission for the European Council in Nice on 7 and 8 December 2000.

  No Further Action

1800

14109/00

COM(2000) 760

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing, on behalf of the European

Community, of the United Nations Convention against transnational

organised crime and its Protocols on combatting trafficking in persons,

especially women and children, and the smuggling of migrants by land, air

and sea.

  No Further Action

1801

Brussels

07.11.2000

SEC(2000) 1922

final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 40/2000.   No Further Action

1802

13349/00

COM(2000) 756

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending the Annex to Council

Regulation (EC) No. 2042/2000 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on

imports of television camera systems originating in Japan.

  No Further Action
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1805

13852/00

FIN 497

Special Report No. 16/2000 on tendering procedures for service contracts

under the Phare and Tacis programmes.

  No Further Action

1806

14205/00

COM(2000) 765

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing and the provisional

application of the Agreement on trade in textile products between the

European Community and the Republic of Croatia initialled in Brussels on 8

November 2000.

  No Further Action

1814

14511/00

SEC(2000) 2194

Commission staff working document: "Technical annexes of the 6th Report

on the Implementation of the telecommunications regulatory Package."

  No Further Action

1815

Brussels

25.10.2000

SEC(2000) 1777

final

Transfer of Appropriations No. 43/2000. Compulsory Expenditure.   No Further Action

1816

PE 297.081

Texts adopted at the sitting of Thursday 26/10/00.   No Further Action

1817

PE 297.081

Annex Part 1

Amendments and proposed modifications to the draft general budget of the

European Communities for the financial year 2001: 1st Part :Section III-

Commission: Subsections B1 and B2

  No Further Action

1819

PE 297.081

Annex Part 3

Amendments and proposed modifications to the draft general budget of the

European Communities for the financial year 2001. 3rd Part: Section III-

Commission: Subsections B4, B5 and B6.

  No Further Action

1820

PE 297.081

Annex Part 4

Amendments and proposed modifications to the draft general budget of the

European Communities for the financial year 2001. 4th Part: Section III-

Commission: Subsections B7 and B8.

  No Further Action

1821

PE 297.081

Annex Part 5

Amendments to the draft general budget of the European Communities for

the financial year 2001.5th Part: Section III- Commission: Part A. Other

Sections.

  No Further Action

1823

14007/00

STUP 24

Initiative of the Kingdom of Sweden with a view to the adoption of a Council

Decision establishing a system of special forensic profiling analysis of

synthetic drugs.

  No Further Action

1824

14008/00

STUP 25

Initiative of the Kingdom of Sweden with a view to the adoption of a  Council

Decision on the transmission of samples of illegal narcotic substances.

  No Further Action

1825

14935/00

DROIPEN 66

Communication from the Government of the French Republic. Initiative by

the Government of the French Republic for the adoption by the Council of a

draft Council Decision on the protection of the euro against counterfeiting.

  No Further Action

22. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
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Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

23. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 30 January
2001 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for
the outside observer.

SP 1711, 1364/00: Initiative of the French Republic and the Kingdom of Sweden with
a view to the adoption of a Council decision setting up a European crime prevention
network.

24. The Committee considered the above-mentioned document. Specifically, the
Committee noted that Article 2 of the draft decision provides that the Network
shall consist of up to three contact points for each Member State.  Members
asked what therefore were the plans in relation to designation of contact points
by the UK.

25. Secondly, the EM supplied by the Home Office indicates that the then Swedish
Presidency would like to secure adoption of the decision at the meeting of the
JHA Council on 15/16 March 2001.  Yet the European Parliament (EP) has
been given until 15 April 2001 to deliver its opinion.  It would be helpful if these
aspects of the time-table for adoption of this draft instrument could be clarified.
Members asked what would happen if the EP delivered its opinion at the end of
March 2001.

26. The Scottish Executive replied by stating that:

… it wanted to create a safer Scotland and to develop new ways of preventing and
reducing crime.  The Executive has promoted the establishment of Community Safety
Partnerships to develop local solutions to local problems, encouraging police forces, local
authorities and other agencies to work together to carry out local community safety audits
with a view to creating an action plan with targets.

In its Programme for Government, the Executive states that it will establish a National
Database of Good Practice for crime prevention/community safety.  The database will
operate on a website and, therefore, provide an easy means of integrating with the
proposed Network, which itself is likely to be IT-based.

Article 2 of the draft decision indicates that the Network shall consist of up to 3 contact
points for each Member State.  Discussions with Home Office colleagues strongly
indicate that they will support Scotland, through the Executive, as one of the UK contact
points.  Further discussions on this will take place at the forthcoming EU Conference
“Towards a Knowledge-based strategy to prevent crime” at Sundsvall, Sweden on 21-23
February.
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The current timetable indicates that the (then) Swedish Presidency would like to secure
adoption of the Council Decision at the JHA Council on 15/16 March 2001.  The
European Parliament has been asked to deliver its opinion on the proposal by 15 April
2001.  Under Article 39(1) of the Treaty on European Union, the Council is required to
consult the European Parliament before adopting a Council Decision.  Whether the EP
decision is made at the end of March (rather than before 15 April) will cause no difficulty.
We understand that the EP is likely to reschedule its timetable to give an earlier decision
in any case.

SP 1736, COM (2000) 716: Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament
and of the Council laying down the general principles and requirements of food law,
establishing the European Food Authority, and laying down procedures in matters of
food.

27. The Committee requested the Scottish Executive’s views with respect to the
above-mentioned document. Members also asked the following specific
questions.

28. First, it would be helpful if the extent of the Scottish Ministers’ responsibilities in
this area could be clarified.

29. Second, it would be helpful if the Executive could clarify the extent to which the
remit of the proposed new European Food Authority would parallel that of the
Food Standards Agency in the UK, as well as any significant differences in role
and remit. In particular, the Committee would be grateful if the Executive could
comment on the extent to which the proposed EFA would add value to the work
of the Food Standard Agency.  Members asked if it was really necessary to
insert another layer of surveillance and risk assessment on top of the local and
Member State levels.

30. Third, it would be helpful if the Executive could clarify the role of the EFA in
relation to risk management.

31. Fourth, it would be helpful if the Executive could clarify the relationship between
the European Food Authority and the Committee on Food Safety and Animal
Health in particular in relation to the provision of scientific advice to the
Commission.

32. Finally, it would be helpful if the Executive could comment on the following point
in relation to membership of the EFA management board.  Membership of the
board must be such as to command the confidence of the whole spectrum of
interests concerned with the food chain.  Article 24 of the proposed draft
Regulation is silent on the interests that the representatives appointed by the
European Parliament, the Council and the Commission should represent.  In
these circumstances, Members asked how a balance of all relevant interests
would be achieved.

33. The Food Standards Agency (FSA) responded accordingly-

European negotiations are not devolved to the Scottish Ministers, but under the EU
Concordat with Westminster they and other devolved administrations are consulted
before UK negotiating lines are agreed.  However, food safety is a devolved matter, on
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which FSA advises Scottish Ministers.  Susan Deacon (Minister for Health and
Community Care) is the Lead Minister for this topic.

Proposed Relationship of EFA to the Food Standards Agency

As originally proposed, the remit of the EFA covers the provision of independent scientific
and technical advice required to underpin policy and legislation in "all fields having a
direct or indirect impact on the safety of food".  As well as covering food and animal feed
safety and standards; the remit as proposed includes animal health, animal welfare, plant
health, nutrition, protection of the environment, protection of the health of workers and
providing opinions on GMOs.  All of these issues are currently given equal weighting
within the EFA’s proposed remit (Article 21).  The agreed UK view, as set out in the
Government response of 31 May, is that the EFA’s mission and remit, like the FSA's,
should focus primarily on food and animal feed safety, taking account of other factors,
but not according them equal status as this was the rationale behind setting up the EFA
in the first place.

In the risk analysis process the EFA’s function will be limited to risk assessment and
communication on matters that fall within its remit.  Risk management (i.e. legislation and
controls) will remain with the Commission.  FSA’s remit encompasses risk assessment,
risk communication and risk management on food safety and standards issues.

Discussions to date have aimed to clarify that the EFA's primary focus would be food and
feed safety.  The majority of Member States have welcomed the changes though further
changes have been suggested and it was agreed to return to this issue on 14th March.
The precise extent to which the EFA will be involved in issues that only have an indirect
relationship to food safety remains in need of clarification.

The core values of FSA are equally valid at EU level for adoption by the proposed EFA.
The EFA should be founded on principles of independence, transparency, scientific
excellence and putting consumers first.  As such, the EFA will complement the work of
national food agencies.  FSA would expect to work closely with EFA.  It is expected that
this will be done through the proposed Advisory Forum.  Of particular importance will be
the development of a networking system, by which Member States can combine their
knowledge and expertise in the common interests of the Community.

A major aim of the EFA is to restore and maintain consumer confidence and to achieve a
more effective and coherent approach to food safety at Community level.  It should add
value to existing systems and not just reflect a rebrigading of the Commission’s scientific
committees under a new name.  It is expected that the greatest added value will be in the
early identification of emerging risks and the co-ordination of the wealth of experience
and expertise available in Member States.

An effective role of the Advisory Forum will be crucial to the successful operation of the
EFA.  The Advisory Forum will represent Member States interests and play a key role in
the networking function of the EFA.  It will be made up of representatives from Member
States competent bodies – in the UK’s case most probably the FSA.  For Member States
that do not have a dedicated food agency, the representatives would come from bodies
that perform a similar function.  The Advisory Forum will be the main route for high-level
involvement of Member States in the EFA.

Networking will ensure that data collected (crucial for identification of emerging risks but
also to enable identification of gaps in the data) reaches a centralised destination where
it can then be analysed.  The EFA will need to network constructively with national food
agencies and authorities so as to make the most effective use of the expertise available
within the Member States.  This together with an active role for the Advisory Forum will
ensure that the EFA does not duplicate work already being undertaken at Member State
level.
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The EFA is intended to contribute to a more thorough and open approach for the
consideration of EU food safety matters and therefore be of benefit to the EU consumer.

Proposed EFA Role in Risk Management

As drafted, the proposals charge the EFA with responsibility for risk assessment and for
risk communication for areas within its remit.  The proposals leave responsibility for risk
management (i.e. legislation and controls) with the Commission.

The proposed complete separation of risk management from risk assessment and
communication was a concern of the UK Government (supported by Scottish Ministers).
The UK view is that the EFA should also be able to offer recommendations or options for
action to risk managers.  This criticism of the proposal as drafted is supported by a
number of other Member States and forms part of continuing discussions.

The UK has also expressed concern that there is the potential for consumers to be
confused by divergent messages being communicated by the Commission and the EFA.
The Commission has stated that the current wording would not preclude the EFA being
asked to communicate a single message to consumers, including risk management
measures to be taken, once these had been decided by the Commission.

Proposed Relationship of EFA with Committee on Food Safety and Animal Health

The Commission proposes that six of its scientific committees currently located within DG
SANCO, which deal with food and feed issues, should come under the umbrella of the
EFA.  These will be restructured and renamed to form eight scientific panels and a
Scientific Committee.  The panels will be formed of independent scientific experts.  The
Scientific Committee will be composed of the chairmen of the scientific panels and six
independent experts who do not belong to the panels (Article 27).

As proposed, the current Standing Committees (on Foodstuffs, Feedingstuffs, Plant
Health and the Standing Veterinary Committee) will be amalgamated into a new
“Committee on Food Safety and Animal Health”.  This will not operate within the EFA, but
will be the regulatory committee, operating on the same lines as at present.

The Commission, the European Parliament, Member States and Member State national
competent bodies or equivalents should be able to request a scientific opinion from the
EFA, though the current proposal seems to limit bodies other then the Commission
seeking advice of the EFA (Article 28).  This needs to be clarified.

Proposed Membership of EFA Management Board

The proposed structure of the EFA will need to be discussed more fully, particularly with
respect to the Management Board.  The Management Board (Article 24) will be one of
the key elements along with the Executive Director.  The proposed structure would not
be free of political influence and the Commission considers that this would provide
accountability to the Institutions.  It is not clear how the involvement of political interests
will inspire consumer confidence and allow the EFA to be seen as independent.  Rather
than representing the European Institutions with 4 representatives of consumers and
industry, as designated by the Commission, an alternative could be appointed by open
competition against published criteria.

Most Member States have concerns about the proposed structure of the Management
Board.  The UK has suggested that the nature of the Board (i.e. whether it is a political or
independent body) needs be established before the membership is discussed.
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Scottish Interest

Food safety is essentially a devolved topic and Scottish Ministers are advised by the
Food Standards Agency.  The Agency’s office in Scotland has an interest, within the
overall UK context, in contributing to the development of food safety policy in the
European Union, in particular ensuring that any Scottish issues are taken into account.

FSA Scotland has issued a consultation paper on the Proposal to assess Scottish views
and concerns.  The views expressed in response to this consultation will be taken into
account as the UK position is developed.  The Agency offices in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland carried out parallel consultations.  All consultation papers and a
summary of responses received are on the FSA website at: www.foodstandards.gov.uk.

SP 1804, COM (2000) 749: Commission Report under Council decision 1999/296 for
a monitoring mechanism of Community greenhouse emissions.

34. The Committee considered the above-mentioned document. The Committee
noted that the Explanatory Memorandum supplied by DETR indicates that some
policies in these areas are devolved and it would be helpful if the extent of the
Scottish Ministers interests and responsibilities in this area could be explained
to the Committee. The Executive replied accordingly.

The document is a Commission Report and does not contain any legislative proposals.
The submission of progress reports by Member States under the provisions of the EC
Monitoring Mechanism (Council decision 99/296/EC) is a reserved matter.

Following agreement on the targets each country should achieve in implementing the
Kyoto Protocol, the UK has a GHG emissions reduction target of 12.5% on 1990 levels
by 2008-2012.  Given the quantitative nature of the obligation it is not directly binding on
Scottish Ministers.  An Order under section 106 of the Scotland Act would be required to
transfer a share of the obligation to Scottish Ministers.  Scottish and UK Government
Ministers agreed not to follow this statutory route at the outset and, as such, there is no
Scotland-specific reduction target, although this will be reviewed from time-to-time.  The
Scottish Executive are, however, committed to making an equitable contribution to the
UK commitment.

UK and Scottish Climate Change Programmes (copies in SPICe) were published in
November 2000 setting out the policies designed to meet (and go beyond) that target.
The Scottish Programme sets out the measures lying in devolved areas to be pursued to
achieve emission reductions in Scotland.  The Executive have agreed to undertake an
annual inventory of GHG emissions in Scotland and the figures from this form part of the
UK report on progress against the agreed target.  We have also agreed to do some
research into projections of CO2 emissions (the most significant GHG) and energy use to
2010.  The Executive are involved in discussions with DETR and other UK departments
about the European Climate Change Programme.  The Executive agree that the UK
should support sensible, practical and cost-effective measures that will help Member
States to meet their GHG reduction targets.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 13 FEBRUARY 2000

35. During this the 3rd Meeting (2001) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

SP Reference Number

EC Reference Number

Title Decision

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

1671

13394/00

COM(2000) 724 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: Fisheries and poverty reduction.

 Priority

Scrutiny by

European

Committee

1715

13540/00

COM(2000) 745 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing measures to be applicable

in 2001 for the recovery of the stock of cod in the Irish sea (ICES Division

VIIa).

 Priority Scrutiny by

European

Committee

1716

13542/00

COM(2000) 747 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the conclusion of the Protocol setting

out for the period from 3 May 2000 to 2 May 2002 the fishing opportunities

and financial contribution provided for in the Agreement between the

European Community and the Government of the Republic of Angola on

fishing off Angola.

 Priority Scrutiny by

European

Committee

1719

13543/00

COM(2000) 738 final

Annual Report from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on the results of the multi-annual guidance programmes for the

fishing fleets at the end of 1999.

 Priority Scrutiny by

European

Committee

1786

13545/00

COM(2000) 762 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending for the sixth time, Regulation

(EC) No. 2742/1999 fixing for 2000 the fishing  opportunities and

associated conditions for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks,

applicable in Community waters and, for Community vessels, in waters

where limitations in catch are required and amending Regulation No.

66/98.

 Priority Scrutiny by

European

Committee

1789

14058/00

COM(2000) 803 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: Application of the precautionary principle and multiannual

arrangements for setting TACs.

 Priority Scrutiny by

European

Committee

1790

14061/00

COM(2000) 801 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of an Agreement in the

form of an exchange of letters concerning the provisional application of the

Fourth Protocol laying down the conditions relating to fishing provided for

in the Agreement on fisheries between the European Economic

Community, on the one hand, and the Government of Denmark and the

local Government of Greenland, on the other.

 Priority Scrutiny by

European

Committee

1798

14159/00

COM(2000) 807 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature by the European

Community of the Convention on the conservation and management of

fishery resources in the South East Atlantic Ocean.

 Priority Scrutiny by

European

Committee

1809

13941/00

COM(2000) 773 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation fixing for 2001 the fishing opportunities

and associated conditions for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks,

applicable in Community waters and, for Community vessels, in waters

where limitations in catch are required.

 Priority Scrutiny by

European

Committee



European Committee 5th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)30

1873

5140/01

COM(2000) 865 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the conclusion of the Fourth Protocol

laying down the conditions relating to fishing provided for in the Agreement

on fisheries between the European Economic Community, on the one

hand, and the  Government of Denmark and the local Government of

Greenland, on the other.

 Priority Scrutiny by

European

Committee

Referred to another Committee for Routine Security

Referred to another Committee for interest only

1728

14052/00

EUROJUST 19

Draft Council Decision setting up EUROJUST. Copy to Justice

Committees

1812

14900/00

EUROJUST 21

Draft Council Decision setting up Eurojust. Copy to Justice

Committees

1693

13289/00

Communication from the Government of the French Republic. Initiative of

the Government of the French Republic for the Council to adopt a draft

Decision on setting up a European judicial training network .

Copy to Justice

Committees

1740

14291/00

COM(2000) 727 final

Communication from the  Commission to the Council, The European

Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the

Regions: An evaluation of the bridge phase of TIDE (Technology Initiative

for Disabled and Elderly People).

Copy to Equal

Opportunities

1747

14270/00

COM(2000)  736 final

Proposal for a Council Recommendation: "Drinking of alcohol by children

and adolescents".

Copy to Justice

Committees

1775

14595/00

COM(2000) 802 final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the

Council on a second set of Community measures on maritime safety

following the sinking of the oil tanker Erika. Proposal for a Directive of the

European Parliament and  of the Council establishing a Community

monitoring, control and information system for maritime traffic.  Proposal

for a Regulation of the European Parliament and  of the Council on the

establishment of a fund for the compensation of oil pollution damage in

European waters and related measures. Proposal for a Regulation of the

European Parliament and  of the Council establishing a European Maritime

Safety Agency.

Copy to Transport

and Environment

1804

14184/00

COM(2000) 749 final

Commission Report under Council Decision 1999/296/EC for a monitoring

mechanism of Community greenhouse gas emissions.

Copy to Transport

and Environment

1854

12615/00

SEC(2000) 1780

Commission staff working paper. Mid-term review of the 5th Framework

Programme for Research and Technological Development.

Copy to Enterprise

and Lifelong

Learning

1860

14724/00

COM(2000) 848 final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council on the accelerated phasing-in of double hull or equivalent design

requirements for single hull tankers.

Copy to Transport

and Environment

Defer
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1711

13464/00

CRIMORG 154

Initiative of the French Republic and the Kingdom of Sweden with a view to

the adoption of a Council Decision setting up a European crime prevention

network

  Defer

1811

14373/00

DROIPEN 60

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the environment through

criminal law.

  Defer

1727

COM(2000) 786 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament. The prevention of crime in the European Union. Reflection on

common guidelines and proposals for Community financial support.

Proposal for a Council Decision establishing a programme of incentives

and exchanges, training and cooperation for the prevention of crime

(Hippocrates).

  Defer

1736

14174/00

COM(2000) 716 final

COD 2000/0286

Proposal for a  Regulation of the  European Parliament and of the Council

laying down the general principles and requirements of food law,

establishing the European Food Authority, and laying down procedures in

matters of food.

  Defer

1759

14187/00

COM(2000) 785 final

1999/0269 (COD)

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending for the nineteenth time Council Directive 76/769/EEC

relating to restrictions on the marketing and use of certain dangerous

substances and preparations (azocolourants).

  Defer

1760

14440/00

COM(2000) 77 final

2000/0068 (COD)

Amended proposal for a  Directive of the European Parliament and  of the

Council amending Council Directive 95/53/EC fixing the principles

governing the organisation of official inspections in the field of animal

nutrition and Council Directive 1999/29/EC on undesirable substances and

products in animal nutrition.

  Defer

1773

14234/00

COM(2000) 791 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation introducing specific measures for certain

agricultural products for the French overseas departments, the Azores and

Madeira, the Canary Islands. Proposal for a Council Regulation amending

Regulation (EC) No. 1254/1999 on the common organisation of the market

in beef and veal.

  Defer

1813

13986/00

COPEN 81

Communication from the Governments of the French Republic, the

Kingdom of Sweden and the Kingdom of Belgium. Initiative by the French

Republic, the Kingdom of Sweden and the Kingdom of Belgium for the

adoption by the Council of a Framework Decision on the execution in the

European Union of orders freezing assets or evidence.

  Defer

1826

5082/01

CRIMORG 1

Development of the EU Organised Crime Situation Report.   Defer

1767

14245/00

COM(2000) 786 final

2000/0304 (CNS)

Prevention of crime in the European Union: Reflection on common

guidelines and proposals for Community financial support. Proposal  for a

Council Decision establishing a programme of incentives and exchanges,

training and cooperation for the prevention of crime (Hippocrates).

  Defer

1829

5134/01

EUROPOL 1

Possible amendments to the Europol Convention and possible extensions

of Europol’s competence.

  Defer
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1702

13635/00

COM(2000) 694 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 2505/96

opening and providing for the administration of autonomous Community

tariff quotas for certain agricultural and industrial products.

  Defer

1707

Brussels 8.11.2000

COM(2000) 716 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

laying down the general principles and requirements of food law,

establishing the European Food Authority, and laying down procedures in

matters of food, (Presented by the Commission).

  Defer

1806

14205/00

COM(2000) 765 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing and the provisional

application of the Agreement on trade in textile products between the

European Community and the Republic of Croatia initialled in Brussels on

8 November 2000.

  Defer

1828

14908/00

COM(2000) 861 final

COD 1999/0259

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council on undesirable substances and products in animal nutrition.

  Defer

1838

14740/00

COM(2000) 828 final

Proposal for a Council Decision establishing a second phase of the

programme of incentives and exchanges, training and cooperation for legal

practitioners (Grotius II-General and Criminal). Proposal for a Council

Decision establishing a second phase of the programme of incentives and

exchanges, training and cooperation for law enforcement authorities (Oisin

II). Proposal for a Council Decision establishing a second phase of the

programme of incentives and exchanges, training and cooperation for

persons responsible for combatting trade in human beings and the sexual

exploitation of children (STOP II).

  Defer

1842

14795/00

COM(2000) 841 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.

1259/1999 establishing common rules for direct support schemes under

the common agricultural policy.

  Defer

1844

14763/00

COM(2000) 834 final

2000/0330

(CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No.

1696/71 on the common organisation of the market in hops .

  Defer

1847

14762/00

COM(2000) 838 final

Report from the Commission to the Council on the situation in the hops

sector.

  Defer

1856

13289/00 ADD 1

JAI 135

Communication from the Government of the French Republic. Initiative of

the Government of the French Republic for the Council to adopt a draft

Decision setting up a European legal training network.

  Defer

1865

14722/00 REV 1

COM(2000) 850 final 2

Revised edition of document COM(00) 850 final: Amended proposal for a

Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council

directive 95/21/EC concerning the enforcement, in respect of shipping

using Community ports and sailing in the waters under the jurisdiction of

the Member States, of international standards for ship safety, pollution

prevention and shipboard living and working conditions (port state control).

  Defer
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1866

14880/00

DROIPEN 63

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the environment through

criminal law.

  Defer

1886

5217/01

COM(2000) 860 final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the

Council :

" Developing a New Bathing Water Policy".

  Defer

No further action

1586

12646/00

COM(2000) 573 final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Council Directives 90/425/EEC and 92/118/EEC as regards

health requirements for animal by-products.

 No Further Action

1737

14357/00

‘

Relations with Morocco. Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community

position in the Association Council on the  implementation of article 73 of

the  EU-morocco Euro-Mediterranean Agreement.

 No Further Action

1753

5001/01

SIS-TECH 1

New technical architecture for SIS  No Further Action

1765

14402/00

COM(2000) 782 final

Biannual update of the scoreboard to review progress on the creation of an

area of "Freedom, Security and Justice" in the European Union.

 No Further Action

1878

5238/01

EUROPOL 2

Draft Council conclusions on Europol’s role in protecting the euro.  No Further Action

1749

13682/00

SEC(2000) 1890 final

Commission Regulation (EURATOM, ECSC, EC) amending Commission

Regulation No. 3418/93 of 9 December 1993 laying down detailed rules for

the implementation of certain provisions of the Financial Regulation of 21

December 1977.

 No Further Action

1758

14236/00

COM(2000) 770 final

Communication from the Commission on the joint harmonised EU

programme of business and consumer surveys.

 No Further Action

1782

14181/00

COM(2000) 820 final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning certain protection measures

with regard to transmissible spongiform encephalopathies and the feeding

of animal protein.

 No Further Action

1791

14219/00

COM(2000) 774 final

1. Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.

1260/1999 laying down general provisions on the Structural Funds. 2.

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.3763/91

introducing specific measures in respect of certain agricultural products for

the benefit of the French ovearseas departments as regards the structural

measures. 3. Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC)

No. 1600/92 concerning specific measure for the Azores and Madeira

relating to certain agricultural products as regards the structural measures.

4. Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.

1601/92  concerning specific measure for the Canary Islands with regard

to certain agricultural products as regards the structural measures. 5.

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.

2792/1999 laying down the detailed rules and arrangements regarding

Community structural assistance in the fisheries sector.

 No Further Action
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1792

13905/00

COM(2000) 751 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Council Regulation (EEC) No. 881/92 on access to the market in

the carriage of goods by road within the Community to and from the

territory of a Member State or passing  across the territory of one or more

Member States as regards a uniform Driver Attestation.

 No Further Action

1794

11529/00

COM(2000) 757 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on a  Community Immigration Policy.

 No Further Action

1803

13119/00

COM(2000) 755 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament "Towards a common asylum procedure and a uniform status,

valid throughout the Union, for persons granted asylum".

 No Further Action

1807

14639/00

COM(2000) 824 final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council for the prevention and control of certain transmissible spongiform

encephalopathies.

 No Further Action

1808

Brussels 21.12.2000

COM(2000) 846 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament. The contribution of public finances to growth and

employment:Improving quality and sustainability.

 No Further Action

1827

14869/00

COM(2000) 768 final

Opinion of the Commission, pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the  EC Treaty,

on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common

position regarding the proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament

and of the Council amending decision No. 1692/96/EC as regards

seaports, inland ports and intermodal terminals as well as project No.8 in

Annex III, amending the proposal of the Commission pursuant to Article

250(2) of the EC Treaty.

 No Further Action

1830

14755/00

COM(2000) 853 final

Excise duties on mineral oils. Request from the Netherlands for a

derogation (procedure under Article 8(4) of Directive 92/81/EEC). Low-

sulphur diesel (50ppm).

 No Further Action

1834

14401/00

COM(2000) 759 final

1998/0096 (COD)

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council on a transparent system of harmonised rules for restrictions on

heavy goods vehicles involved in international transport on designated

roads.

 No Further Action

1835

14747/00

COM(2000) 852 final

Excise duties on mineral oils. Request from the Netherlands for a

derogation (procedure under Article 8(4) of Directive 92/81/EEC). Diesel

consumed by taxis.

 No Further Action

1836

14722/00

COM(2000) 850 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending Council Directive 95/21/EC concerning the enforcement,

in respect of shipping using Community ports and sailing in the waters

under the jurisdiction of the Member States, of international standards for

ship safety, pollution prevention and shipboard living and working

conditions (port State control).

 No Further Action

1837

14723/00

COM(2000) 849 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending Council Directive 94/57/EC on common rules and

standards for ship inspection and survey organisations and for the relevant

activities of maritime administrations.

 No Further Action
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1839

14894/00

COM(2000) 830 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council on the Community code relating to medicinal products for human

use (consolidated version).

 No Further Action

1840

14810/00

COM(2000) 836 final

Allocation of financial intermediation services indirectly measured (FISIM).

Mid-term of the trial calculations for allocating and calculating FISIM as

described in the Council Regulation (EC) No. 448/98 of 16 February 1998.

 No Further Action

1841

14933/00

COM(2000) 472 final

MEDA. Annual Report of the MEDA programme 1999.  No Further Action

1843

14814/00

COM(2000) 827 final

COD 2000/0328

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

on the implementation of the Internet Top Level Domain "EU".

 No Further Action

1845

14649/00

COM(2000) 806 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on the availability of veterinary medicinal products.

 No Further Action

1846

14799/00

COM(2000) 825 final

Relations with Tunisia. Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion

of an Agreement in the form of an exchange of letters between the

European Community and the Republic of Tunisia concerning the

reciprocal liberalisation measures and amendments of the agricultural

Protocols of the EC/Tunisia Association Agreement.

 No Further Action

1848

14922/00

FIN 606

Special Report No. 18/2000 from the Court of Auditors concerning the

programme to supply agricultural products to the Russian Federation.

 No Further Action

1849

14650/00

COM(2000) 809 final

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament

on the experience acquired by Member States since the implementation of

Council Directive 95/29/EC amending Directive 91/628/EEC concerning

the protection of animals during transport.

 No Further Action

1850

14511/00 ADD 1 COR

1

SEC(2000) 2194/2

Commission staff working document: "Technical annexes of the 6th Report

on the Implementation of the telecommunications regulatory Package".

 No Further Action

1851

14610/00

COM(2000) 805 final

Communication from the Commission on the European Development Fund

(EDF): Estimate of the contributions needed for expenditure in the 2001

financial year and expenditure forecast for 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005.

 No Further Action

1852

14476/00

JUR 414 COUR 21

Amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Court.  No Further Action

1853

13396/00 ADD 1

SEC(2000) 2031

Commission staff working paper. Set of annexes concerning information

on "Participation of candidates countries on Community programmes".

 No Further Action

1855

ACP-CE 2167/00

COM(2000) 823 final

Operation in 1999 of the export earnings stabilisation system set up by the

Fourth ACP-EC Convention revised by the Agreement signed in Mauritius.

 No Further Action
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1858

5079/01

COM(2000) 842 final

Communication from the Commission on research and technological

development activities of the European Union- 2000 Annual Report.

 No Further Action

1859

14686/00

COM(2000) 851 final

6th VAT Directive: Request for a derogation from the Government of the

Italian Republic (Article 27 procedure)= Used and waste materials.

 No Further Action

1861

14877/00

COM(2000) 840 final

COD 2000/0336

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Directive 97/68/EC on the approximation of the laws of the

Member States relating to measures against the emission of gaseous and

particulate pollutants from internal combustion engines to be installed in

non-road mobile machinery.

 No Further Action

1862

14778/00

FIN 602

Special Report No. 19/2000 by the Court of Auditors on the management

by the Commission of the programme of assistance to Palestinian society.

 No Further Action

1863

13906/00

COM(2000) 732 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the association of the overseas

countries and territories with the European Community ("Overseas").

 No Further Action

1867

7908/00

COM(2000) 177 final

2000/82(CNS)

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion on behalf of the

European Community of the 1998 Protocol to the 1979 Convention on

Long Range Transboundary Air Pollution on Heavy Metals.

 No Further Action

1868

5034/01

COM(2000) 843 final

Application to the June 1999 elections to the European Parliament of

Directive 93/109/EC on the right to vote and stand as a candidate in

elections to the European Parliament for citizens of the Union residing in a

Member State of which they are not nationals.

 No Further Action

1869

5111/01

COM(2000) 845 final-

CNS 2000/0333

Proposal for a Council  Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No.

3911/92 on the export of cultural goods.

 No Further Action

1870

5130/01

COM(2000)864 final

1999/0159 (COD)

1999/0160 (COD)

Amended proposals for: 1) a Regulation of the European Parliament and of

the Council  amending Regulation (EEC) No. 3528/86 on the protection of

the Community’s forests against atmospheric pollution. 2) a Regulation of

the European Parliament and of the Council  amending Regulation (EEC)

No. 2158/92 on protection of the Community’s forests against fire.

 No Further Action

1871

5155/01

COM(2000) 835 final

Report from the Commission: TACIS programme annual report 1999.  No Further Action

1872

13686/00

Decision of the EC-Turkey Customs Cooperation Committee amending

Decision No. 1/96 laying down detailed rules for the application of Decision

No. 1/95 of the EC-Turkey Association Council.

 No Further Action

1874

14195/00

SEC (2000) 2139

Progress on eEurope Actions. Commission Staff Working Paper.  No Further Action
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1875

5260/01

COM(2000) 846 final

The contribution of public finances to growth and employment: improving

quality and sustainability.

 No Further Action

1876

5206/01

COM(2000) 854 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on combatting trafficking in human beings and combatting the

sexual exploitation of children and child pornography. Proposal for a

Council Framework Decision on combatting trafficking in human beings.

Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combatting the sexual

exploitation of children and child pornography

 No Further Action

1877

14735/1/00 REV 1

COM(2000)387 final/2

Proposal for a Council Decision approving the conclusion, by the

Commission, of the Agreement for cooperation between the European

Atomic Energy Community represented by the Commission and the

Department of Energy of the United States of America  in the field of fusion

energy research and development.

 No Further Action

1879

5314/01

COM(2000) 788 final

2000/0337

(CNS)

Communication from the Commission on externalisation of the

management of  Community programmes, including presentation of a

Framework Regulation for a new type of executive agency; proposal for a

Council Regulation laying down the statute for executive agencies to be

entrusted with certain tasks in the management of Community

programmes.

 No Further Action

1880

5286/01

COM(2000) 887 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing, on behalf of the European

Community, of an Agreement in the form of a Memorandum of

Understanding between the European Community and the Democratic

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka on arrangements in the area of market

access for textile and clothing products, and authorising its provisional

application.

 No Further Action

1881

5283/01

COM(2000) 900 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing and the provisional

application of the Agreement on trade in textile products between the

European Community and Bosnia and Herzegovina initialled in Brussels

on 24 November 2000.

 No Further Action

1882

5247/01

COM(2000) 882 final

29th Financial Report on the European Agricultural Guidance and

Guarantee Fund (EAGGF) Guarantee Section-1999 financial year.

 No Further Action

1883

5244/01

COM(2000) 884 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council on the promotion of electricity from renewable energy sources in

the internal electricity market.

 No Further Action

1884

5224/01

COM(2000) 888 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament:" An internal Market Strategy for Services".

 No Further Action

1885

5221/01

COM(2000) 858 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation extending the date of application of

Regulation (EEC) No. 3621/92 temporarily suspending the autonomous

Common Customs Tariff duties on imports of certain fishery products into

the Canary Islands and Regulation (EC) No. 527/96  temporarily

suspending the autonomous Common Customs Tariff duties and

progressively introducing the  Common Customs Tariff duties on imports of

certain industrial products into the Canary Islands.

 No Further Action
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1887

5215/01

COM(2000) 784 final

Report from the Commission: Annual report on humanitarian aid 1999.  No Further Action

1888

14717/00

SE 8  SOC 500

Amended proposal for a Council Regulation on the Statute for a European

Company. Guideline for political agreement.

 No Further Action

1889

5193/01

COM(2000) 844 final

2000/0332 COD

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Council Directive 93/7/EEC on the return of cultural objects

unlawfully removed from the territory of a Member State.

 No Further Action

1890

5192/01

COM(2000) 863 final

Final Commission Report on the Implementation of the First Phase of the

Community Action Programme Leonardo da Vinci (1995 - 1999).

 No Further Action

1857

14901/00

COM(2000) 719 final

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council

concerning the implementation of Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No.

58/97.

 No Further Action

1778

12825/00

COPEN 73

Draft Convention on improving mutual assistance in criminal matters.  No Further Action

1779

14352/00

COPEN 83

Draft Convention on improving mutual assistance in criminal matters.  No Further Action

1810

5146/01

JAI 2

Presidency programme concerning external liaison in the JHA field (2001 -

2002).

 No Further Action

36. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

37. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 13 February
2001 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for
the outside observer.
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SP 1842, COM (2000)841 Final: Proposal for a Council Regulation amending
Regulation (EC) No 1259/1999 establishing common rules for direct support
schemes under the common agricultural policy

38. The Committee considered the above-mentioned document. Members also
raised the following specific points.

39. It would be helpful if the Executive could clarify a number of the issues
highlighted in the MAFF explanatory memorandum; namely clarify the impact of
the proposal in Scotland and also whether payments under this scheme would
or not be subject to modulation.

40. It would also be helpful if the Executive could provide the Committee with its
views on the wide margin of discretion left to the Commission.

41. In the Explanatory Memorandum supplied by MAFF the Government did not
appear to be convinced that the scheme will indeed reduce administrative
burdens for administration and/or farmers, and the Committee would be grateful
for the Executive’s views on this aspect of the proposal.

42. Finally some information on the state of play on this proposal should be
provided to the Committee.

43. The Executive replied accordingly.

The proposal would amend Council Regulation (EC) No. 1259/1999, which establishes
common rules for direct support schemes under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).
The amendment would facilitate a trial scheme from 2002 to 2005, offering a single
annual flat rate payment to certain producers who would then opt out of applying under
the main CAP schemes.

The aim of the proposed Scheme is to reduce the administrative burden on farmers,
national administrations and the Commission. Participants in the scheme would receive a
global annual payment equal either to the average annual amount they had received
from the schemes concerned over the reference period (likely to be three years) or to the
total amount they had received in the year preceding their application, whichever was
greater.  The maximum payment  has been fixed at ������£624 using the January 2001
exchange rate of 1 � �� £0.6241) per year, although there are indications that the
Commission will raise this to �����

The payment would be decoupled from production although there would be a
requirement for the land to be kept in a state fit for agricultural use.

There are many issues associated with the proposal that have yet to be decided,
including the further definition of land fit for agricultural use.  These will be clarified in due
course by meetings between the Commission and Member States. Implementing the
Scheme will be optional for the Member State (and in regions within Member States); it
will also be optional for producers if a Scheme is introduced.

Estimates of potential participation in the Scheme have now been gathered from Member
States, and show a much higher level than earlier thought.  Overall, 33% of farmers in
the EU would be eligible, though they account for only 2% of aid paid to all farmers.
Following an examination of claims, the UK figure is estimated to be 14% (24,700
farmers) rather than the previously quoted Commission figure of 3% as shown in the
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Explanatory Memorandum.  In Scotland some 16% of farmers (around 3,600) are
estimated to fall within the scope of the Scheme.

Scottish Interest

As agriculture is a devolved matter, Scottish Ministers are responsible for assessing the
implication of this proposal as it applies to Scotland.  SERAD has been liaising closely
with MAFF on the proposals, and staff have attended Council working group meetings on
the subject.  No decisions have yet been taken on whether the proposed scheme should
be implemented in Scotland.

The Scottish Executive favours simplification and the decoupling of CAP subsidies, and
this scheme may represent a step towards these goals.   However it is not certain that it
would reduce the burden facing either the target group of producers or the
administration. Discussions over the finer detail of the Scheme are ongoing.  Once these
are completed, it will be possible to assess more fully the complexities of the control
aspects of the proposals (e.g.inspections) and whether it will represent a genuine
simplification for farmers.

Impact on Scotland

While there is a significant number of farmers in Scotland who are eligible to join the
Scheme, the value of the payments made would be relatively small. The impact of the
Scheme in Scotland is therefore limited. The costs of establishing and administering the
Scheme are also likely to be significant.

As indicated in the Explanatory Memorandum, a number of detailed points require to be
considered before a final decision can be made.

The Executive issued a consultation document on the proposals at the end of February,
with a further paper, giving more detail, circulated to respondents in mid March.  The
results are currently being analysed.  The early indications are that the industry would
broadly welcome the introduction of the Scheme, but a number of concerns were
expressed regarding the lack of environmental conditions attached to maintenance of
land.

Financial Implications

It is not yet clear whether payments under the Scheme would be subject to Modulation.
Discussions have been ongoing and seem to point  towards modulation applying.

Remit of the Commission

The Commission and Member States have discussed the proposals at length, with the
Commission noting and addressing  the main concerns of the Member States.   The
Executive is content with the margin of discretion left to the Commission - given that this
is initially a trial Scheme.  At the completion of the trial period it is likely  that there will be
further changes to the scheme before full implementation.

Administrative Implications

Further refinement was produced by the Commission at the end of March.  The farmer
has to comply with a number of conditions including a control regime.  A number of
Member States have raised concerns that the controls  appear to be more stringent than
desired and not will simplify matters  The Commission are therefore reviewing the control
aspects.
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Current State of Play

All UK Agriculture Departments have issued consultation documents.  Negotiations are at
an early stage, and the Commission has been asked to firm up their thinking on the
practicalities involved in operating such a scheme.

The European Union Special Committee on Agriculture will next meet on 28/29 May to
consider the Scheme proposals.   The European Parliament’s opinion is not expected till
after the summer.

Follow-Up

44. The Committee considered the above information and requested additional
material. Members noted that the SCN pointed out that implementing the
scheme is optional for the Member States and in regions within Member States,
but that no decisions had been taken as to whether the proposed scheme
should be implemented in Scotland. Now that the Regulation has been adopted,
decisions will have to be made in this respect and the Committee stated it would
like to be kept informed of these.

45. As to whether payments under this scheme would or not be subject to
modulation, the SCN indicated that “discussions are still on going, but seem to
point towards modulation”. The Committee asked the Executive to be kept
informed of the decision in this area and of any implications to the budget for the
Rural Development Plan.

46. The Committee noted that the Executive, like MAFF, was not convinced that
under the original proposal the scheme would reduce the administrative
burdens for administrations or for farmers. Now that the Regulation has been
adopted Members asked if these concerns been alleviated or exacerbated.

47. The SCN pointed to concerns expressed during the consultation exercise with
regard to the lack of environmental conditions attached to the maintenance of
land. The Committee wished to know whether the Regulation now addresses
these concerns since the Community institutions are, by virtue of Article 6 EC,
under a duty to integrate environmental protection requirements into the
definition of Community policies and activities.

48. The Executive agreed to keep the Committee informed of the decision as to
whether the proposed scheme will be implemented in Scotland. They also
provided the following information as background:

The decision (as to implementation) has still to be taken.  This will depend on agreement
to the detailed rules on implementation.  These rules - which determine the complexity of
the arrangements required to operate any Scheme - are currently being considered by
the EU Commission in the Working Group on Simplification of Agricultural Legislation;
the aim is to have an agreed set of rules set out in a Commission Regulation by this
autumn.

The Council Regulation includes provision for Member States to apply modulation to the
simplified scheme.  If a scheme is introduced in Scotland modulation will almost certainly
be applied.
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The Council Regulation sets out the framework for the Scheme. The Commission
Regulation laying down the detailed rules for implementation will determine the simplicity
or otherwise of the scheme.  These rules are now the subject of discussion.  It is
therefore too early to say whether the administrative burdens for administrations and
farmers are likely to be  alleviated or exacerbated.

The Council Regulation requires that applicants undertake to maintain any land entered
into the scheme in good agricultural condition.  The definition of good agricultural
condition is left to Member States, though there is a requirement that the environment is
fully protected.  The details of any such requirements have yet to be determined.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 27 MARCH 2001

49. During this the 4th Meeting (2001) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

Scottish

Parliament

EC Reference

Numbers

Title Agreed action

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

Referred to another Committee for Routine Security

Referred to another Committee for interest only

1897

5555/01

EUROPOL 5

Possible amendments to the Europol Convention and possible extensions of

Europol’s competence.

 Copy to Justice

Committee

1925

5619/01

COM(2000) 769

final

Green Paper - Towards a European strategy for energy supply security.  Copy to

Transport and

The

Environment

Committee

1960

5773/01

COM(2000) 816

final 2000/0323

(COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council setting

standards of quality and safety for the collection, testing, processing, storage and

distribution of human blood  and blood components and amending Council

Directive 89/381/EEC.

 Copy to Health

and Community

Care Committee

2004

5809/01

COM(2001) 48

final

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on

simplification of agricultural legislation.

 Copy to Rural

Development

Committee

2042

6452/01

COM(2001) 104

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the

Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. Scoreboard

on implementing the social policy agenda.

 Copy to Social

Justice

Committee

1915

10968/2/00

REV.2 ANNEX

Draft Resolution on the principles of personal data protection in the field of judicial

cooperation in criminal matters as well as police and customs cooperation.

 Copy to Justice

Committee

1736

14174/00

COM(2000) 716

final

COD 2000/0286

Proposal for a  Regulation of the  European Parliament and of the Council laying

down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the

European Food Authority, and laying down procedures in matters of food.

 Copy to Rural

Development

and Health and

Community Care

Committees
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1711

13464/00

CRIMORG 154

Initiative of the French Republic and the Kingdom of Sweden with a view to the

adoption of a Council Decision setting up a European crime prevention network

 Copy to Justice

Committee

Defer

1912

5268/01

COPEN 2

COMIX 30

Draft Convention on improving mutual assistance in criminal matters.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1985

6248/01

COM(2001) 79

final VOL I

VOLUME I: Realising the European Union’s potential:consolidating and extending

the Lisbon strategy- contribution of the European Commission to the Spring

European Council, Stockholm, 23 and 24 March 2001.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1986

6248/01 ADD1

COM(2001) 79

final VOL II

VOLUME II: Realising the European Union’s potential:consolidating and extending

the Lisbon strategy- contribution of the European Commission to the Spring

European Council, Stockholm, 23 and 24 March 2001. Structural Indicators: Annex

2 to the Stockholm Report

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

2018

6060/01

COPEN 4

Draft Protocol to the 2000 Convention on mutual assistance in criminal matters

between the Member States of the European Union.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1919

5657/01

COM(2000) 839

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council providing

for public participation in respect of the drawing up of certain plans and

programmes relating to the environment and amending Council Directives

85/337/EEC and 96/61/EC.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1942

5489/01

COM(2000) 894

final

The implementation of Innovative Measures under Article 6 of the European Social

Fund Regulation for the programming period 2000-2006.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1995

6005/01

COM(2001) 33

final

Excise duties on mineral oils. Request from  France for a derogation (procedure

laid down in article 8(4) of Directive 92/81/EEC). Public road passenger transport

services.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

2001

5884/01

COM(2001) 62

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation derogating from certain provisions of Council

Regulation (EC) No. 2792/1999 laying down the detailed rules and arrangements

regarding Community structural assistance in the fisheries sector.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

2002

5876/01

COM(2001) 28

final

The Commission’s work programme for 2001.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

2003

5851/01

COM(2001) 37

final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Decision 90/424/EEC on

expenditure in the veterinary field.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information
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2005

5771/01

COM(2001) 31

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the

Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on the sixth

environment programme of the European Community." Environment 2010: Our

future, our choice". Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the

Council laying down the Community Environment Action Programme 2001 – 2010.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

2006

5688/01

COM(2001) 59

final

Report from the Commission. "The concrete future objectives of education

systems".

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

2008

6182/01

COM(2001) 67

final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council

concerning the special framework of assistance for traditional ACP suppliers of

bananas (Council Regulation No. 856/1999) : Biennial Report from the

Commission 2000.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

2010

6247/01

COM(2001) 46

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council  on

reporting formalities for ships arriving in and departing from Community ports.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

2011

5778/01

COM(2000)

4397 final

Commission recommendation of 17 January 2001 on the maximum permitted

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) for drivers of motorised vehicles (Text with EEA

relevance).

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

2035

6143/01

COM(2001) 68

final

Green Paper on Integrated Product Policy.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

2045

6419/01

COM(2001) 83

final 2001/0046

(COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the

establishment of a common classification of Territorial Units for Statistics (NUTS).

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

2056

5980/01

EDUC 23

Report from the Education Council to the European Council. "The concrete future

objectives of education and training systems".

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

2064

6671/01

COM(2001) 88

final

White Paper. Strategy for a future chemicals policy.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1711

13464/00

CRIMORG 154

Initiative of the French Republic and the Kingdom of Sweden with a view to the

adoption of a Council Decision setting up a European crime prevention network

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1811

14373/00

DROIPEN 60

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the environment through criminal

law.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information
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1727

COM(2000) 786

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament.

The prevention of crime in the European Union. Reflection on common guidelines

and proposals for Community financial support. Proposal for a Council Decision

establishing a programme of incentives and exchanges, training and cooperation

for the prevention of crime (Hippocrates).

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1760

14440/00

COM(2000) 77

final 2000/0068

(COD)

Amended proposal for a  Directive of the European Parliament and  of the Council

amending Council Directive 95/53/EC fixing the principles governing the

organisation of official inspections in the field of animal nutrition and Council

Directive 1999/29/EC on undesirable substances and products in animal nutrition.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1829

5134/01

EUROPOL 1

Possible amendments to the Europol Convention and possible extensions of

Europol’s competence.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1702

13635/00

COM(2000) 694

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 2505/96 opening

and providing for the administration of autonomous Community tariff quotas for

certain agricultural and industrial products.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1707

Brussels

8.11.2000

COM(2000) 716

final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying

down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the

European Food Authority, and laying down procedures in matters of food,

(Presented by the Commission).

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1856

13289/00 ADD 1

JAI 135

Communication from the Government of the French Republic. Initiative of the

Government of the French Republic for the Council to adopt a draft Decision

setting up a European legal training network.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1866

14880/00

DROIPEN 63

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the environment through criminal

law.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1886

5217/01

COM(2000) 860

final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council

:" Developing a New Bathing Water Policy".

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1811

14373/00

DROIPEN 60

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the environment through criminal

law.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1727

COM(2000) 786

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament.

The prevention of crime in the European Union. Reflection on common guidelines

and proposals for Community financial support. Proposal for a Council Decision

establishing a programme of incentives and exchanges, training and cooperation

for the prevention of crime (Hippocrates).

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1767

14245/00

COM(2000) 786

final 2000/0304

(CNS)

Prevention of crime in the European Union: Reflection on common guidelines and

proposals for Community financial support. Proposal  for a Council Decision

establishing a programme of incentives and exchanges, training and cooperation

for the prevention of crime (Hippocrates).

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information
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1829

5134/01

EUROPOL 1

Possible amendments to the Europol Convention and possible extensions of

Europol’s competence.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1828

14908/00

COM(2000) 861

final COD

1999/0259

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

on undesirable substances and products in animal nutrition.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1842

14795/00

COM(2000) 841

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 1259/1999

establishing common rules for direct support schemes under the common

agricultural policy.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1847

14762/00

COM(2000) 838

final

Report from the Commission to the Council on the situation in the hops sector.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1856

13289/00 ADD 1

JAI 135

Communication from the Government of the French Republic. Initiative of the

Government of the French Republic for the Council to adopt a draft Decision

setting up a European legal training network.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1865

14722/00 REV 1

COM(2000) 850

final 2

Revised edition of document COM(00) 850 final: Amended proposal for a Directive

of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council directive

95/21/EC concerning the enforcement, in respect of shipping using Community

ports and sailing in the waters under the jurisdiction of the Member States, of

international standards for ship safety, pollution prevention and shipboard living

and working conditions (port state control).

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1866

14880/00

DROIPEN 63

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the environment through criminal

law.

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

1886

5217/01

COM(2000) 860

final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council

:" Developing a New Bathing Water Policy".

Defer Awaiting

Further

Information

No further action

1895

Brussels

21.12.2000

SEC(2000) 2336

Communication from the Commission to the Council on the opening of

consultations with Cote d’Ivoire pursuant to Article 96 of the Cotonou Agreement.

No Further

Action

1916

13059/2/00

REV.2

Draft Council Directive on the mutual recognition of decisions on the expulsion of

third country nationals.

No Further

Action

1978

6164/01

SIS 11 COMIX

114

Requirements for SIS II. No Further

Action
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1983

1423-25

Europol Annual Report 2000 No Further

Action

1984

6554/01

ECOFIN 46

Final Report of the Committee of Wise Men on European securities regulation No Further

Action

2024

6430/01 ADD1

COM(2001) 90

final Volume II

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing on behalf of the European

Community, of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European

Communities and its Member States and the former Yugoslav Republic of

Macedonia. Proposal for a Council and Commission Decision on the conclusion of

the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European Communities

and their Member States, of the one part and the former Yugoslav Republic of

Macedonia, of the other part.

No Further

Action

2030

6222/01

COM(2001) 75

final

Final Report from the Commission on the implementation of the SOCRATES

programme 1995 - 1999.

No Further

Action

2038

Europol

Management B

Draft Council Decision adjusting the basic salaries and allowances applicable to

Europol staff

No Further

Action

2039

Europol

2641-22

Europol Data Protection Report. Estonia No Further

Action

2040

Europol

2641-23

Europol Data Protection Report. Slovenia No Further

Action

2041

Europol

2641-24

Europol Data Protection Report. Switzerland No Further

Action

2057

6611/01

FRONT 10

Council Regulation reserving to the Council implementing powers with regard to

certain detailed provisions and practical procedures for carrying out border checks

and surveillance.

No Further

Action

2061

6562/01

COM(2001) 102

final ACC

2001/0051

Proposal for a Council Regulation opening a Community tariff quota for barley for

malting falling within CN code 1003 00.

No Further

Action

1891

5187/01

COM(2000)868

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the use of inward processing arrangements

in the management of certain agricultural markets.

No Further

Action

1892

5147/01

COM(2000) 867

final

Proposal for a Council  Decision on the conclusion of the agreement between the

European Community and the Czech Republic concerning the Czech Republic’s

participation in the European  Environment Agency and the European

Environment Information and Observation Network (presented by the

Commission).

No Further

Action
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1893

14944/00

COM(2000) 780

final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Directive 79/373/EEC on the marketing of compound feedingstuffs.

No Further

Action

1894

14735/00

COM(2000) 387

final

Proposal for a Council Decision approving the conclusion, by the Commission, of

the Agreement for cooperation between the European Atomic Energy Community

represented by the Commission and the Department of Energy of the United

States of America in the field of fusion energy research and development.

No Further

Action

1896

13729/00

FISC 202

Council Decision authorising the French Republic to apply a differentiated rate of

excise duty to certain mineral oils, when used for specific purposes, in accordance

with the procedure provided for in Article 8(4) of Directive 92/81/EEC.

No Further

Action

1898

Brussels

21.12.2000

COM(2000) 856

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concluding the consultation procedure opened

with Haiti under Article 96 of the ACP-EC Partnership Agreement.

No Further

Action

1899

5213/01

COM(2000) 855

final  CNS

2000/0358

Commission report to the Council  and the European Parliament on the quality

strategy for olive oil.  Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulations No.

136/66/EEC and (EC) No. 1638/98 as regards the extension of the period of

validity of the aid scheme and the quality strategy for olive oil.

No Further

Action

1900

5148/01

COM(2000) 869

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the

European Community and the Republic of Poland concerning Poland’s

participation in the European Environment Agency and the European  Environment

Information and Observation Network (presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

1901

5149/01

COM(2000) 871

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the

European Community and Romania concerning Romania’s participation in the

European Environment Agency and the European  Environment Information and

Observation Network (presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

1902

5150/01

COM(2000) 872

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the

European Community and the Republic of  Slovenia concerning  Slovenia’s

participation in the European Environment Agency and the European  Environment

Information and Observation Network (presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

1903

5151/01

COM(2000) 874

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the

European Community and the Republic of  Hungary concerning  Hungary ’s

participation in the European Environment Agency and the European  Environment

Information and Observation Network (presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

1904

5152/01

COM(2000) 876

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the

European Community and the Republic of  Latvia concerning  Latvia ’s

participation in the European Environment Agency and the European  Environment

Information and Observation Network (presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

1905

5153/01

COM(2000) 878

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the

European Community and the Republic of  Lithuania  concerning  Lithuania’s

participation in the European Environment Agency and the European  Environment

Information and Observation Network (presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action
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1906

5194/01

COM(2000) 866

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the

European Community and the Republic of  Bulgaria concerning  Bulgaria’s

participation in the European Environment Agency and the European  Environment

Information and Observation Network (presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

1907

5195/01

COM(2000) 870

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the

European Community and the Slovak  Republic concerning the Slovak  Republic ’s

participation in the European Environment Agency and the European  Environment

Information and Observation Network (presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

1908

5196/01

COM(2000) 877

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the

European Community and the  Republic of Estonia concerning Estonia ’s

participation in the European Environment Agency and the European  Environment

Information and Observation Network (presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

1909

5230/01

COM(2000) 847

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the council on

occurrence reporting in civil aviation.

No Further

Action

1910

5248/01

COM(2000) 862

final

Report from the Commission to the Council on the transit of goods by road through

Austria. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Protocol No.9 to the Act of Accession of Austria, Finland and Sweden as

regards the system of ecopoints for heavy goods vehicles transiting through

Austria.

No Further

Action

1911

14009/00

STUP 26

Explanatory Memorandum related to two Swedish initiatives in the field of drugs. No Further

Action

1913

14751/00

COM(2000) 885

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty and

collecting definitively the provisional duty imposed on imports of ammonium nitrate

originating in Poland and Ukraine, and terminating the anti-dumping proceeding in

respect of imports originating in Lithuania.

No Further

Action

1914

14096/00

COM(2000) 818

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 2402/98

imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of unwrought unalloyed

magnesium originating in the People’s Republic of China.

No Further

Action

1917

5666/01

INF 15

Draft Council Decision on making certain categories of Council documents

available to the public.

No Further

Action

1918

14534/00

COM(2000) 752

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be adopted by the Community

within the Association Council established by the Europe Agreement signed on 10

June 1996 with Slovenia, concerning the extension of the period provided for in

Article 65(4)(a) of that Agreement (presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

1920

14539/00

COM(2000) 829

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the Community position within the EC-Mexico

Joint Council.

No Further

Action
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1921

5063/01

COM(2000) 13

final

Proposal  for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 1567/97 as

regards the date of application of certain anti-dumping measures applicable to

imports of leather handbags originating in the People’s Republic of China.

No Further

Action

1922

5119/01

COM(2000) 22

final

Proposal  for a Council Regulation amending the Annex to Council Regulation (EC)

No. 2042/2000 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of television

camera systems originating in Japan.

No Further

Action

1923

5249/01

COM(2000) 891

final

Proposal  for a Council Regulation on the application of the provisions of

Community law to the Canary Islands.

No Further

Action

1924

5421/01

COM(2000) 822

final

Annual Report of the Cohesion Fund 1999. No Further

Action

1926

5647/01

COM(2001) 23

final ACC

2001/0020

Relations with certain Mediterranean countries. Proposal for a Council Regulation

providing for the management of Community tariff quotas and of reference

quantities for products eligible for preferences by virtue of agreements with certain

Mediterranean countries and repealing Regulations (EC) Nos. 1981/94 and

934/95.

No Further

Action

1927

5614/01

COM(2001) 17

final 2000/0035

(COD)

Amended proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council

establishing the list of priority substances in the field of water policy.

No Further

Action

1928

5556/01

COM(2000) 892

final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

on summer-time arrangements.

No Further

Action

1929

5547/01

COM(2000) 832

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending

Council Directive 80/987/EEC on the approximation of laws of the Member States

relating to the protection of employees in the event of the insolvency of their

employer.

No Further

Action

1930

5526/01

COM(2001) 15

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the

Association Council on the financial contribution of Slovenia for participation in the

Socrates and Youth programmes in the years 2001 to 2006 (presented by the

Commission).

No Further

Action

1931

5525/01

COM(2001) 14

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the

Association Council on the financial contribution of the Slovak Republic for

participation in the Socrates and Youth programmes in the years 2001 to 2006

(presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

1932

5524/01

COM(2001) 10

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the

Association Council on the financial contribution of Romania for participation in the

Socrates and Youth programmes in the years 2001 to 2006 (presented by the

Commission).

No Further

Action
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1933

5523/01

COM(2001) 8

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the

Association Council on the financial contribution of the Czech Republic for

participation in the Socrates and Youth programmes in the years 2001 to 2006

(presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

1934

5522/01

COM(2001) 7

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the

Association Council on the financial contribution of Bulgaria for participation in the

Socrates and Youth programmes in the years 2001 to 2006 (presented by the

Commission).

No Further

Action

1935

5521/01

COM(2001) 6

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the

Association Council on the financial contribution of Poland for participation in the

Socrates and Youth programmes in the years 2001 to 2006 (presented by the

Commission).

No Further

Action

1936

5520/01

COM(2001) 5

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the

Association Council on the financial contribution of Lithuania for participation in the

Socrates and Youth programmes in the years 2001 to 2006 (presented by the

Commission).

No Further

Action

1937

5519/01

COM(2001) 4

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the

Association Council on the financial contribution of Latvia for participation in the

Socrates and Youth programmes in the years 2001 to 2006 (presented by the

Commission).

No Further

Action

1938

5518/01

COM(2001) 3

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the

Association Council on the financial contribution of Estonia for participation in the

Socrates and Youth programmes in the years 2001 to 2006 (presented by the

Commission).

No Further

Action

1939

5517/01

COM(2001) 2

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the

Association Council on the financial contribution of Hungary for participation in the

Socrates and Youth programmes in the years 2001 to 2006 (presented by the

Commission).

No Further

Action

1940

5500/01

COM(2001) 29

final 1999/0244

COD

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2), third paragraph, point (c) of

the EC Treaty on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s

common position regarding the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament

and of the Council on the approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative

provisions of the Member States concerning the manufacture, presentation and

sale of tobacco products (recast version), amending the proposal of the

Commission, pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

No Further

Action

1943

5410/01

COM(2000) 831

final COD

2000/0338

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on

operations to aid uprooted in Asian and Latin American developing countries.

No Further

Action

1944

5409/01

COM(2000) 880

final

2000/0062/A

(COD)

2000/0062/B

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European parliament and of the council

concerning action against anti-personnel landmines in developing countries.

Amended proposal for a Council Regulation  concerning action against anti-

personnel landmines in third countries other than developing countries.

No Further

Action
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1945

5368/01

COM(2000) 873

final

TURKEY. Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the agreement

between the European Community and the Republic of Turkey concerning

Turkey’s participation in the  European Environment Agency and the European

Environment Information and Observation Network.

No Further

Action

1946

5367/01

COM(2000) 879

final

CYPRUS. Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the agreement

between the European Community and the Republic of Cyprus concerning

Cyprus’s participation in the  European Environment Agency and the European

Environment Information and Observation Network.

No Further

Action

1947

5366/01

COM(2000) 875

final

MALTA. Council Decision on the conclusion of the agreement between the

European Community and the Republic of Malta concerning Malta’s participation in

the  European Environment Agency and the European Environment Information

and Observation Network.

No Further

Action

1948

5330/01

FIN 5

Special Report No. 21/2000 by the Court of Auditors on the management of the

Commission’s external aid programmes (in particular on country programming,

project preparation and the role of delegations).

No Further

Action

1949

5303/01

COM(2000) 897

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation renewing for 2001 the measures laid down in

Regulation (EC) No. 1416/95 establishing certain concessions in the form of

Community tariff quotas in 1995 for certain processed agricultural products

originating in Norway.

No Further

Action

1950

5301/01

COM(2000) 881

final

Communication from the  Commission to the European Parliament, the  Economic

and Social Committee and the  Committee of the Regions on economic reform:

Report on the functioning of Community product and capital markets.

No Further

Action

1951

5300/01

SEC(2000) 2340

final

Commission staff working paper:  Report on the functioning of Community product

and capital markets- Results of the monitoring of the functioning of product and

capital markets (See COM(2000) 881).

No Further

Action

1952

5299/01

COM(2000) 895

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and Council on

implementation of the Council Regulation (EC) No. 577/98 on the organisation of a

labour force survey in the Community.

No Further

Action

1953

5269/01

COM(2000) 896

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation adopting autonomous and transitional measures

concerning the importation of certain processed agricultural products originating in

Poland.

No Further

Action

1954

5211/01

COM(2000) 837

final

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council. The

implementation of Council Directive No. 91/477/EEC of 18 June 1991 on control of

the acquisition and possession of weapons.

No Further

Action

1955

5199/01

COM(2000) 856

final

Proposal for a Council  Decision concluding the consultation procedure opened

with Haiti under Article 96 of the  ACP-EC Partnership Agreement.

No Further

Action
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1956

14624/00

COM(2000) 812

final

Report from the  Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the

Economic and Social Committee and the  Committee of the Regions. Evaluation

Report on the implementation of Directive 94/11/EC on the labelling of the

materials used in the main components of footwear.

No Further

Action

1957

14221/00

COM(2000) 813

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by the Community

within the Association Council established by the Europe Agreement between the

European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and Romania, of

the other part, which entered into force on 1February 1995, extending the double-

checking system for the period from 1 January to 31 December 2001, concerning

the export of certain steel products from Romania to the Community.

No Further

Action

1958

5616/01

COM(2001) 12

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending

for the  twenty-fourth time Council Directive 76/769/EEC relating to restrictions on

the marketing and use of certain dangerous substances and preparations

(pentabromodiphenyl ether).

No Further

Action

1959

5816/01

COM(2001) 36

final

Report from the Commission to the Council on the state of implementation of

Regulation (EC) No. 2200/96 on the common organisation of the market in fruit

and vegetables.

No Further

Action

1961

5772/01

SEC(2001) 130

final 2000/0021

(COD)

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament concerning the

common position of the Council relating to the proposal for a recommendation of

the European Parliament and of the Council  on mobility within the Community for

students, persons undergoing training, young volunteers, teachers and trainers.

No Further

Action

1962

5730/01

COM(2000) 826

final

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the

Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on the

implementation of Council Directive 95/57/EC on the collection of statistical

information in the field of tourism.

No Further

Action

1963

5729/01

COM(2001) 38

final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the  Council

amending Regulation (EC, Euratom) No. 58/97 concerning structural business

statistics.

No Further

Action

1964

5689/01

COM(2001) 26

final

Communication from  the Commission to the  council on the EU and Kaliningrad No Further

Action

1965

5684/01

COM(2001) 43

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation prohibiting the exportation of certain goods and

services to Afghanistan, strengthening the flight ban and freeze of funds and other

financial resources in respect of the Taliban of Afghanistan, and repealing Council

Regulation (EC) No. 337/2000.

No Further

Action

1966

5665/01

COM(2001) 47

final COD

1996/0085

Opinion of the  Commission pursuant to the third subparagraph of Article 251(2)(c)

of the EC Treaty, on the  European Parliament’s amendments to the  Council’s

common position regarding the  proposal for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council on the resale  right for the benefit of the author of an

original work of art amending the proposal of the  Commission pursuant to Article

250(2) of the  EC Treaty.

No Further

Action
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1967

5653/01

FIN 14 AGRIFIN

6

Special Report No. 22/2000 by the Court of Auditors on evaluation of the reformed

clearance of accounts procedure.

No Further

Action

1968

5580/01

COM(2001) 19

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by the Community in

the Association Council established by the European Agreement between the

European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic

of  Slovenia, of  the other part, concerning the improvement of the trade

arrangements for processed agricultural products foreseen in Protocol 3 of the

Europe Agreement between the European Community and the  Republic of

Slovenia.

No Further

Action

1969

5557/01

COM(2000) 899

final

Proposal for  a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on

machinery and amending Directive 95/16/EC.

No Further

Action

1970

5364/01

COM(2001) 42

final

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising Austria to apply a measure derogating

from Article 11 of the Sixth Council Directive 77/388/EEC on the  harmonisation of

the laws of the Member States relating to turnover taxes.

No Further

Action

1971

5363/01

COM(2001) 27

final

Sixth VAT Directive: Request from the Spanish Government for a derogation

(Article 27 procedure). Used and waste materials.

No Further

Action

1972

14226/00

COM(2000) 795

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the export of certain ECSC steel

products from Romania to the Community for the period from 1 January to 31

December 2001 (extension of the double-checking system).

No Further

Action

1973

14225/00

COM(2000) 800

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the export of certain ECSC steel

products from Poland to the Community for the period from 1 January to 31

December 2001 (extension of the double-checking system).

No Further

Action

1974

14222/00

COM(2000) 775

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by the Community

within the EU-Slovak Republic Association Council established by the Europe

Agreement between the  European Communities and their Member States, of the

one part,and the Slovak Republic, of the other part, which entered into force on 1

February 1995, extending the double-checking system for the period from 1

January to 31 December 2001, concerning the export of certain steel products

from the Slovak Republic to the Community.

No Further

Action

1975

14732/00

SOC 503

Council Directive supplementing the Statute for a European Company with regard

to the involvement of employees.

No Further

Action

1976

14085/00

EUROPOL 40

Initiative of the Kingdom of  Sweden with a view to the adoption of a Council

Decision adjusting the basic salaries and allowances applicable to Europol staff.

No Further

Action
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1977

14084/1/00

REV 1

Initiative of the Kingdom of  Sweden with a view to the adoption of a Council  Act

amending the Staff Regulations applicable to Europol employees.

No Further

Action

1979

14788/00

COMER 205

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) no. 2450/98

imposing a definitive countervailing duty on imports of stainless steel bars

originating in India.

No Further

Action

1980

Brussels

14.07.2000

AGRI/13108/EN

29th Financial Report on the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund

(EAGGF Guarantee Section).

No Further

Action

1981

6457/01

SOC 83

The Social Protection Committee’s preliminary study on the  long-term viability of

pensions.

No Further

Action

1982

5564/01

COM(2000) 39

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on

imports of potassium permanganate originating in the People’s Republic of China.

No Further

Action

1987

6359/01

COM(2001) 84

final

6th Report from the Commission on the quantitative quotas and surveillance

measures applicable to certain non-textile products originating in the People’s

Republic of China.

No Further

Action

1988

12397/00

COM(2000) 645

final

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on the

application of the Agreement between the European Communities and the

Government of Canada regarding the application of their competition laws, 17

June 1999 to 31 December 1999.

No Further

Action

1989

6214/01

COM(2001) 63

final COD

2000/0073

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

on general product safety.

No Further

Action

1990

6177/01

COM(2001) 64

final

Report from the  Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on

progress in implementation of the specific measures for the smaller Aegean

islands in 1996 and 1997.

No Further

Action

1991

6080/01

COM(2001) 32

final

Third Report from the Commission on the operation of the inspection

arrangements for traditional own resources (1997 – 1999) (article 15(5) of Council

Regulation (EC, EURATOM) No. 1150/00 of 22 May 2000).

No Further

Action

1992

6072/01

COM(2001) 58

final

Proposal for a Council Decision laying down the new guidelines for the multiannual

programme to promote international cooperation in the energy sector (1998 -

2002), SYNERGY, under the multiannual framework programme for actions in the

energy sector and connected measures.

No Further

Action
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1993

6021/01

COM(2001) 56

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the

training of professional drivers for the carriage of goods or passengers by road

No Further

Action

1994

6012/01

COM(2001) 60

final

Communication from the Commission "The regions and the new economy".

Guidelines for innovative actions under the ERDF in 2000 - 2006.

No Further

Action

1996

5963/01 ADD 1

COM(2001) 61

final Volume II

Proposal for a Regulation on visas. List of third countries: intermediate report from

the Commission to the Council report on visas issues (Romania).

No Further

Action

1997

5963/01

COM(2001) 61

final Volume I

Proposal for a Regulation on visas. List of third countries:  report from the

Commission to the Council regarding Bulgaria.

No Further

Action

1998

5960/01

COM(2001) 45

final

Proposals for Council Decisions concerning the signature of the Agreement

between the European Community and Romania establishing certain conditions for

the carriage of goods by road and the promotion of Combined Transport,

concerning the conclusion of the Agreement between the European Community

and Romania establishing certain conditions for the carriage of goods by road and

the promotion of Combined Transport

No Further

Action

1999

5947/01

COM(2001) 54

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EC) amending Regulation (EC) No. 1334/2000

with regard to the list of dual-use items and technology when exported.

No Further

Action

2000

5894/01

COM(2000) 890

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament.

Creating a safer information by improving the security of information infrastructures

and combating computer-related crime: Europe 2002.

No Further

Action

2007

14376/00

COM(2000) 833

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty and

definitively collecting the provisional duty imposed on imports of polyester staple

fibres originating in India and the Republic of Korea.

No Further

Action

2009

6237/01

COM(2001) 51

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament and

the Economic and Social Committee concerning a strategy for the Customs Union.

No Further

Action

2012

5784/01

COM(2001) 55

final 2001/0031

(CNS)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion of an Agreement

between the European Community and the Republic of Iceland and the Kingdom

of Norway concerning the criteria and mechanisms for establishing the State

responsible for examining a request for asylum lodged in a Member State or

Iceland or Norway.

No Further

Action
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2013

5878/01

COM(2001) 50

final

Proposals for Council Regulations:_ introducing special measures to terminate the

service of officials of the Commission of the European Communities as part of the

reform of the Commission _ amending Regulation (EEC, Euratom, ECSC) No.

260/68 laying down the conditions and procedure for applying the tax for the

benefit of the European Communities _ amending Regulation (EEC, Euratom,

ECSC) No. 549/69 determining the categories of officials and other servants of the

European Communities to whom the provisions of Article 12, the second

paragraph of Article 13 and Article 14 of the Protocol on the Privileges and

Immunities of the Communities apply.

No Further

Action

2014

6013/01

COM(2001) 24

final

Second Commission report on economic and social cohesion. No Further

Action

2015

5206/01 COR 1

COM(2000) 854

final

Corrigendum to document COM(00) 854 final No Further

Action

2016

5541/01

COM(2001) 16

final 2

Corrigendum to document COM(01)  16 final No Further

Action

2017

5955/01

SEC(2001) 148

final

Preliminary draft supplementary and amending budget No.1 to the budget for

2001-section III- Commission.

No Further

Action

2019

6073/01

Budget 2

Draft supplementary and amending Budget No.1 for the financial year 2001.

Section III Commission.

No Further

Action

2021

ECOFIN

Council Report

Report of the work of the Personal Representatives Group on Sound Financial

Management (PRG) for the second half of the year 2000.

No Further

Action

2022

5736/01

FRONT 3

Initiative of the Portuguese Republic with a view to adopting a Council Regulation

reserving to the Council implementing powers with regard to certain detailed

provisions and practical procedures for carrying out border checks and

surveillance.

No Further

Action

2023

6430/01

COM(2001) 90

final Volume I

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing on behalf of the European

Community, of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European

Communities and its Member States and the former Yugoslav Republic of

Macedonia. Proposal for a Council and Commission Decision on the conclusion of

the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European Communities

and their Member States, of the one part and the former Yugoslav Republic of

Macedonia, of the other part.

No Further

Action

2025

6270/01

COM(2000) 898

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation  on the statute and financing of European

political parties.

No Further

Action
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2026

6263/01

COM(2001) 1

final 2001/0005

(COD)

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Regulation amending article 21 of

Council Regulation (EC) No. 1292/96 on food-aid policy and food-aid management

and special operations in support of food security.

No Further

Action

2027

6261/01

COM(2001) 76

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) no. 1911/91 on the

application of the provisions of Community law to the Canary Islands.

No Further

Action

2028

6238/01

COM(2001) 44

final ACC

2001/0034

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No. 3677/90 laying

down measures to be taken to discourage the diversion of certain substances to

the illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.

No Further

Action

2029

6230/01

COM(2001) 25

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature on behalf of the Community of an

Agreement between the European Community and Japan on Mutual Recognition

in relation to Conformity Assessment and Proposal for a Council Decision on the

conclusion of an Agreement between the European Community and Japan on

Mutual Recognition in relation to Conformity Assessment

No Further

Action

2031

6212/01

COM(2001) 52

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by the Community

within the Association Council established by the Europe Agreement between the

European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic

of Slovenia, of the other part, with regard to the establishment of a Joint

Consultative Committee by the EU-Slovenia Association Council (presented by the

Commission).

No Further

Action

2032

6203/01

COM(2001) 73

final

Council Decision on the position to be taken by the Community within the

Association Council established by the Europe Agreement between the European

Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Latvia,

of the other part, concerning the improvement of the trade arrangements for

processed agricultural products foreseen in Protocol 2 of the Europe Agreement

between the European Communities and the Republic of Latvia (presented by the

Commission).

No Further

Action

2033

6202/01

COM(2001) 72

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by the Community in

the Association Council established by the Europe Agreement between the

European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic

of Lithuania, of the other part, concerning the improvement of the trade

arrangements for processed agricultural products foreseen in Protocol 2 of the

Europe Agreement  between the European Communities and the Republic of

Lithuania (presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

2034

6193/01

COM(2001) 92

final

Proposal for a Council Decision extending Decision 91/482/EEC on the association

of the overseas countries and territories with the European Community.

No Further

Action

2037

6141/01

COM(2001) 99

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the EU-Mexico

Joint Council on the rules of procedure of the Joint Council and of the Joint

Committee.

No Further

Action
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2043

6624/01

COM(2001) 69

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the

Economic and Social Committee  and the Committee of the Regions on the

implementation of the Community Strategy and Action Plan on Renewable Energy

Sources (1998 - 2000).

No Further

Action

2044

6431/01

COM(2001) 86

final

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament

concerning interest-rate subsidies.

No Further

Action

2046

6365/01

COM(2001) 80

final 2001/0044

(COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the

application of international accounting standards.

No Further

Action

2047

6573/01

COM(2001) 93

final

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on

experience acquired in the work carried out pursuant to Council Directive 95/64/EC

on statistical returns in respect of carriage of goods and passengers by sea.

No Further

Action

2048

14228/00

COM(2000) 787

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the export of certain ECSC and EC

steel products from the Czech Republic to the Community for the period from 1

January to 31 December 2001 (extension of the double-checking system).

No Further

Action

2049

6604/01

COM(2001) 118

final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Council Regulation (EEC) No. 1408/71 on the application of social

security schemes to employed persons, to self-employed persons and to members

of their families moving within the Community and Council Regulation (EEC) No.

574/72 laying down the procedure for implementing Regulation (EEC) No. 1408/71

(presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

2050

6548/01

COM(2001) 70

final

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on the

implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1221/97 laying down general rules

for the application of measures to improve the production and marketing of honey.

No Further

Action

2051

6314/01

COM(2001) 53

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and European Parliament;

Ten years after Rio: Preparing for the World Summit on Sustainable Development

in 2002.

No Further

Action

2052

6428/01

COM(2001) 82

final

Commission communication on strengthening economic policy co-ordination within

the euro area.

No Further

Action

2053

6390/01

SEC(2001) 234

Commission staff working document on public financing and charging practices in

the community sea port sector (on the basis of information provided by the

Member States).

No Further

Action

2054

6389/01

COM(2001) 11

final

Preventing fraud and counterfeiting of non-cash means of payment. No Further

Action
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2055

6375/01

COM(2001) 35

final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council.

Reinforcing Quality Service in Sea Ports: A key for European Transport. Proposal

for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on market access to

port services.

No Further

Action

2058

6729/01

COM(2001) 111

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending regulation (EC) No. 2201/96 on the

common organisation of the markets in processed fruit and vegetable products.

No Further

Action

2059

6639/01

COM(2001) 66

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament:

"e-commerce and financial services".

No Further

Action

2060

6638/01

COM(2001) 100

final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on

quarterly non-financial accounts for general government.

No Further

Action

2062

6543/01

COM(2000) 893

final

Report from the Commission on the Application of Directive 85/374 on liability for

Defective Products.

No Further

Action

2063

6439/01

COM(2000) 536

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on procedures to facilitate the issue of

movements certificates EUR.1, the making-out of invoice declarations and forms

EUR.2 and the issue of certain approved exporter authorisations under the

provisions governing preferential trade between the European Community and

certain countries.

No Further

Action

2065

6664/01

COM(2001) 103

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by the Community in

the Association Council established by the European Agreement between the

European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic

of Estonia, of the other part, concerning the improvement of the trade

arrangements for processed agricultural products foreseen in Protocol 2 of the

Europe Agreement between the European Communities and the Republic of

Estonia (presented by the Commission).

No Further

Action

2066

6661/01

COM(2001) 78

final

Commission Annual Report (1999). European Programme for Reconstruction and

Development in South Africa (Council Regulation (EC) No.2259/96).

No Further

Action

2067

6650/01

COM(2001) 107

final

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the Portuguese Republic to extend

until 9 April 2002 the Agreement on mutual fishery relations with the Republic of

South Africa.

No Further

Action

2068

6629/01

FIN 65

Special Report No. 23/2000 by the Court of Auditors concerning valuation of

imports goods for customs purposes (custom valuation).

No Further

Action
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2069

6586/01

COM(2001) 101

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the common organisation of the market in

ethyl alcohol of agricultural origin.

No Further

Action

2070

6565/01

COM(2001) 97

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament:

Technical adjustments of the financial perspective for 2002 in line with movements

in GNP and prices (paragraph 15 of the Interinstitutional Agreement of 6 May 1999

on budgetary discipline and improvement of the budgetary procedure).

No Further

Action

2071

6367/01

COM(2001) 77

final 1995/0341

(COD)

Common position of the Council regarding the proposal for a Directive of the

European Parliament and the Council on company law concerning takeover bids.

Commission Opinion pursuant to Article 251(2)(c)of the EC Treaty on the

European Parliament’s amendments.

No Further

Action

2072

5955/01 COR 1

SEC(2001) 148

final/2

Preliminary draft supplementary and amending budget No.1 to the budget for

2001. Section III. Commission.

No Further

Action

1941

5493/01

COM(2001) 20

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament

on the welfare of intensively kept pigs in particularly taking into account the welfare

of sows reared in varying degrees of confinement and in groups. Proposal for a

Council Directive amending Directive 91/630/EEC laying down minimum standards

for the protection of pigs.

No Further

Action

50. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). No such documents were discussed during this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

51. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function.

SP 1811, 14373/00: Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the environment
through criminal law

52. At this meeting of the 27 March 2001, the Committee considered the document
and agreed to write to the Executive for further information. Members noted that
the Explanatory Memorandum supplied by the Home Office indicated that this
proposal will require a change to UK law.  Thus The Committee requested that
the Executive provide them with further details on the impact of this draft
framework decision on UK law. In particular it would be helpful if the Committee
could be provided with details of the area of existing law likely to be affected
and whether or not new or amending legislation will be required.
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53. The Committee also asked for information on the state of play on this instrument
following the Justice and Home Affairs Council of 15-16 March 2001.

54. The response of the Executive was as follows.

The Draft Framework Decision is broadly equivalent to existing UK legislation on
environmental crime.  However, a change of law will be required to enable the UK to
implement Article 9(1)(a).  This requires a Member State to take jurisdiction for offences
committed “fully or in part in its territory”.  The reference to offences committed “in part” in
UK territory relates to extraterritorial jurisdiction and would be a departure from usual
practice.  Given the nature of environmental crime the UK Government considers that
such extraterritorial jurisdiction would be appropriate.

Scottish Interest

Negotiation of EC Directives and other instruments is a reserved matter.  Implementation
of EC obligations on devolved matters in Scotland is a matter for the Scottish Executive.
The criminal law and environmental protection are devolved areas.

It is possible that existing environmental legislation may need to be amended to allow the
UK to take extended jurisdiction as described above.  Until the outcome of negotiations in
Council are concluded and the Decision is finally agreed, it is not certain what legislative
provisions might be affected.

Latest position

Progress on the Draft Framework Decision has effectively been thwarted by a
subsequent European Commission proposal for a First Pillar Directive on the Protection
of the Environment through the Criminal Law – COM (2001) 139.  The Commission
consider that the Community is entitled to require Member States to impose criminal
sanctions insofar as they are necessary to achieve a Community objective, in this case
protection of the environment.

If the Commission proposal under community competence were to be adopted it would
have wider implications for the criminal law.  It would also set a precedent for community
legislation to oblige member states to use criminal sanctions to enforce community
legislation.  It would bring certain parts of the UK/ Scottish criminal law within Community
competence and make them subject to interpretation by the European Court of Justice.

On 15–16 March 2001 the Justice and Home Affairs Council concluded that provisional
agreement had been reached on the objective and content of the Framework Decision.
The JHA Council agreed that the relevant Working Group should consider whether it was
necessary to amend the Framework Decision in the light of the Commission’s proposal.

The UK Government and other member states have since argued that, although conduct
to be prohibited in terms of protection of the environment could properly be defined in the
First Pillar, criminal law aspects of that conduct must remain within the Third Pillar.  In
terms of the original Framework Decision the UK has acknowledged that action to
combat environmental crime must be consistent with existing EC environmental law.

The whole issue has been remitted for further consideration by the Working Group on
Substantive Criminal Law (probably under the Belgian Presidency).  In light of the JHA
Council’s consideration, the Working Group will examine how the provisions in the draft
Framework Decision should interact with those proposed in the Draft Directive.
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Follow-Up

55. At its meeting of the 8 May 2001, the Committee considered the above
information and agreed to write back to the Executive asking for supplementary
material to be provided. First, with regard to the adoption by the Commission of
a proposal for an EC Directive on the Protection of the Environment through the
Criminal Law – COM (2001) 139 (SP 2088) – the Committee noted the
comments in the SCN to the effect that “the UK Government and other Member
States have since argued that, although conduct to be prohibited in terms of
protection of the environment could properly be defined in the First Pillar,
criminal law aspects of that conduct must remain within the Third Pillar”.  It
further noted that the whole issue has been remitted for further consideration by
the Working Group on Substantive Criminal Law (probably under the Belgian
Presidency).  In light of the JHA Council’s consideration, the Working Group will
examine how the provisions in the draft Framework Decision should interact
with those proposed in the Draft Directive. Members asked if this meant that
progress will continue to be made under both the third or the first pillar.

56. Second, the adoption of measures establishing minimum rules relating to the
constituents elements of criminal acts and to penalties under Title III appears to
be limited to a number of well-defined fields by virtue of Article 31 (e) TEU.
Members asked if the subject matter of the draft framework decision remained
within these limits.

57. The response of the Executive was as follows.

The Working Group on Substantive Criminal Law is due to meet on Tuesday 12 June.
The Group will consider how to progress the protection of the environment through
criminal law at this meeting.  We will inform the European Committee of developments
arising from the Working Group as soon as possible.

The UK Government has accepted that the list of subjects covered by Article 31 (e) TEU
is not exhaustive.  The fact that the protection of the environment is not included in the
list does not therefore preclude action in this area.

58. At its meeting of the 7 June 2001, Members considered the above response
and agreed to copy all information and correspondence entered into to the
Transport and Environment Committee.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 24 APRIL 2001

59. During this the 5th Meeting (2001) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

Scottish Parliament

EC Reference

Numbers

Title Agreed action

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

1842

14795/00

COM(2000) 841 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.

1259/1999 establishing common rules for direct support schemes

under the common agricultural policy.

 Priority Scrutiny by the

European Committee

1919

5657/01

COM(2000) 839 final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council providing for public participation in respect of the drawing up

of certain plans and programmes relating to the environment and

amending Council Directives 85/337/EEC and 96/61/EC.

 Priority Scrutiny by the

European Committee

1942

5489/01

COM(2000) 894 final

The implementation of Innovative Measures under Article 6 of the

European Social Fund Regulation for the programming period 2000-

2006.

 Priority Scrutiny by the

European Committee

2001

5884/01

COM(2001) 62 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation derogating from certain provisions

of Council Regulation (EC) No. 2792/1999 laying down the detailed

rules and arrangements regarding Community structural assistance

in the fisheries sector.

 Priority Scrutiny by the

European Committee

2035

6143/01

COM(2001) 68 final

Green Paper on Integrated Product Policy.

 Priority Scrutiny by the

European Committee

2100

7253/01

COM(2001) 130 final

Interim Report from the Commission to the Stockholm European

Council: Improving and Simplifying the Regulatory Environment.

 Priority Scrutiny by the

European Committee

Referred to another Committee for Routine Security

Referred to another Committee for interest only

1912

5268/01

COPEN 2     COMIX

30

Draft Convention on improving mutual assistance in criminal matters.

Copy to Justice and Home

Affairs Committee

1986

6248/01 ADD1

COM(2001) 79 final

VOL II

VOLUME II: Realising the European Union’s potential:consolidating

and extending the Lisbon strategy- contribution of the European

Commission to the Spring European Council, Stockholm, 23 and 24

March 2001. Structural Indicators: Annex 2 to the Stockholm Report

Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning

Committee

2018

6060/01

COPEN 4

Draft Protocol to the 2000 Convention on mutual assistance in

criminal matters between the Member States of the European Union.

Copy to Justice and Home

Affairs Committee

Copy to all Committees
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2002

5876/01

COM(2001) 28 final

The Commission’s work programme for 2001.

2005

5771/01

COM(2001) 31 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee

of the Regions on the sixth environment programme of the European

Community." Environment 2010: Our future, our choice". Proposal

for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council laying

down the Community Environment Action Programme 2001 - 2010.

Copy to the Transport and

the Environment

Committee

2064

6671/01

COM(2001) 88 final

White Paper. Strategy for a future chemicals policy.

Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning

Committee

2080

6997/01

ECOFIN 73

The contribution of public finances to growth and employment;

improving quality and sustainability.

Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning

Committee

2082

7001/01

ECOFIN 77

Key Issues Paper on the 2001 Broad Economic Policy Guidelines.

Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning

Committee

2085

ECFIN/176/04-EN

Brussels 7.3.01

Report on the implementation of the 2000 broad Economic Policy

Guidelines.

  Copy to Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning

Committee

2089

6316/01

REV 1

Draft Resolution on the principles of personal data protection in the

fields of police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters.

Copy to Justice and Home

Affairs Committee

Defer

2003

5851/01

COM(2001) 37 final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Decision

90/424/EEC on expenditure in the veterinary field.

Defer awaiting further

information

2088

Brussels 13.3.2001

COM(2001) 139 final

Proposal for a  Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council on the Protection of the Environment through Criminal Law.

Defer awaiting further

information

2098

6921/01

COM(2001) 94 final

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the

Council concerning the multiannual Framework Programme 2002 -

2006 of the European Community for research, technological

development and demonstration activities aimed at contributing

towards the creation of the European Research Area.  Proposal for a

Council Decision concerning the multiannual Framework Programme

2002 - 2006 of the European Atomic Energy Community

(EURATOM) for research and training activities aimed at contributing

towards the creation of the European Research Area.

Defer awaiting further

information

2099

6781/01

COM(2001) 98 final

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee

of the Regions. Creating an entrepreneurial Europe. The activities of

the European Union for small and medium-sized enterprises

(SMEs).

Defer awaiting further

information
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2121

6906/01

SEC(2000) 382

Commission Staff Working Paper. Work programme for 2001 of

each Commission service for the implementation of the Framework

Strategy on Gender Equality.

Defer awaiting further

information

2122

6905/01

COM(2001) 119 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament. Framework Strategy on Gender Equality:

Work Programme for 200.1

Defer awaiting further

information

2123

6921/01

COR1

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the

Council concerning the multiannual Framework Programme 2002 -

2006 of the European Community for research, technological

development and demonstration activities aimed at contributing

towards the creation of the European Research Area. Proposal for a

Council Decision concerning the multiannual Framework Programme

2002 - 2006 of the European Atomic Energy Community

(EURATOM) for research and training activities aimed at contributing

towards the creation of the European Research Area

Defer awaiting further

information

No further action

1985

6248/01

COM(2001) 79 final

VOL I

VOLUME I: Realising the European Union’s potential:consolidating

and extending the Lisbon strategy- contribution of the European

Commission to the Spring European Council, Stockholm, 23 and 24

March 2001.

No further action

2073

6164/1/01

REV1

Requirements for SIS II No further action

2075

2623-21

EUROPOL

Draft Agreement between Interpol and Europol. No further action

2076

2626-01

EUROPOL

Draft Agreement between the European Police Office and the

European Central Bank.

No further action

2077

2626-02

EUROPOL

Proposal for the content of an exchange of Letters between the

President of the European Central Bank and the Director of Europol,

as mentioned in article 8 of the [Draft] Agreement between the

European Central Bank and Europol.

No further action

2078

3710-31

Draft Agreement between the Kingdom of Norway and the European

Police Office.

No further action

2079

13165/1/00

Draft initiative by the Federal Republic of Germany for the adoption

of a Council Resolution on Member States’ obligation to transmit

information on illegal immigration and facilitator networks pursuant to

early warning system.

No further action

2090

13165/1/00

REV1 COR1

Draft Initiative by the Federal Republic of Germany for the adoption

of a Council Decision on Member States’ obligation to transmit

information on illegal immigration and faciltator networks pursuant to

an early warning system.

No further action
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2114

7073/01

COM(2001) 128 final

(Volume II)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position

within the Association Council on the participation of the Czech

Republic in the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the

Commission).

No further action

2117

6958/01

COM(2001) 71 final

IRAN. Communication from the Commission to the European

Parliament and the Council: EU relations with the Islamic Republic of

Iran.

No further action

1995

6005/01

COM(2001) 33 final

Excise duties on mineral oils. Request from  France for a derogation

(procedure laid down in article 8(4) of Directive 92/81/EEC). Public

road passenger transport services.

No further action

2006

5688/01

COM(2001) 59 final

Report from the Commission. "The concrete future objectives of

education systems".

No further action

2008

6182/01

COM(2001) 67 final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament

and the Council concerning the special framework of assistance for

traditional ACP suppliers of bananas (Council Regulation No.

856/1999) : Biennial Report from the Commission 2000.

No further action

2010

6247/01

COM(2001) 46 final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council  on reporting formalities for ships arriving in and departing

from Community ports.

No further action

2011

5778/01

COM(2000)  4397

final

Commission recommendation of 17 January 2001 on the maximum

permitted Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) for drivers of motorised

vehicles (Text with EEA relevance).

No further action

2045

6419/01

COM(2001) 83 final

2001/0046 (COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council on the establishment of a common classification of Territorial

Units for Statistics (NUTS).

No further action

2056

5980/01

EDUC 23

Report from the Education Council to the European Council. "The

concrete future objectives of education and training systems".

No further action

2081

6998/01

ECOFIN 74

Annual Report on Structural Reforms 2001. No further action

2083

6789/01

Draft Council Decision updating Part VI and Annexes 3, 6 and 13 of

the Common Consular Instructions on Visas and Annexes 5(a), 6(a)

and 8 to the Common Manual.

No further action

2084

6470/01

Council Regulation reserving to the Council implementing powers

with regard to certain detailed provisions and practical procedures

for examining  visa applications.

No further action

2086

6999/01

ECOFIN 75

ECOFIN Council Report on the short list of structural indicators. No further action
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2087

6029/01

COM(2001) 91 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping

duty on imports of certain electronic weighing scales originating in

Singapore.

No further action

2091

6559/01

COM(2000) 798 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council on rail transport statistics.

No further action

2092

6651/01

COM(2001) 108 final

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the Kingdom of  Spain to

extend until 7 March 2002 the Agreement on mutual fishery relations

with the Republic of South Africa.

No further action

2093

6802/01

COM(2001) 96 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament "Programme for Action: accelerated action on

HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis in the context of poverty

reduction".

No further action

2095

6558/01

COM(2001) 57 final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and

of the Council concerning the distribution of authorizations among

Member States received through the Agreement between the

European Community and the Republic of Bulgaria and between the

European Community and the Republic of Hungary establishing

certain conditions for the carriage of goods by road and the

promotion of Combined Transport.

No further action

2096

6561/01

COM(2001) 105 final

Report from the Commission on the implementation of the 2000

Broad Economic Policy Guidelines.

No further action

2097

6846/01

COM(2001) 115 final

Commission Reform. Reform progress report. February 2001. No further action

2101

COM(2001) 140 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the

European Parliament on Europe 2002. Impact and Priorities.

No further action

2102

7182/01

COM(2001) 110 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No

1267/1999 establishing an Instrument for Structural Policies for pre-

Accession (presented by the Commission).

No further action

2103

7138/01

SEC(2001) 246 final

Discharge for 1999: Action plan for improving financial management

and procedures, in response to the Court of Auditors’

recommendations.

No further action

2104

7125/01

COM(2001) 122 final

European Charter for Small Enterprises. Annual Implementation

Report

No further action
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2105

7124/01

COM(2001) 121 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament, the ECSC Consultative Committee, the Economic and

Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: "Expiry of the

ECSC Treaty: Financial activities after 2002". Amended proposal for

a Council Decision establishing the measures necessary for the

implementation of the protocol, annexed to the Treaty of Nice, on the

financial consequences of the expiry of the ECSC Treaty and on the

Research Fund for Coal and Steel (COM(2000) 519 final). Amended

proposal for a Council Decision laying down multiannual financial

guidelines for managing the assets of the "ECSC in liquidation"and,

on completion of the liquidation, the "Assets of the Coal and Steel

Research Fund" (COM)2000) 520 final). Amended proposal for a

Council Decision laying down the multiannual technical guidelines

for the research programme of the Coal and Steel Research Fund

(COM(2000) 521 final).

No further action

2106

7081/01

COM(2001) 128 final

(Volume X)

Proposal for Council Decision concerning the Community position

within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of

Slovenia in the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the

Commission).

No further action

2107

7080/01

COM(2001) 128 final

(Volume IX)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position

within the Association Council on the participation of the Slovak

Republic in the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the

Commission).

No further action

2108

7079/01

COM(2001) 128 final

(Volume VIII)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position

within the Association Council on the participation of Romania in the

Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the Commission).

No further action

2109

7078/01

COM(2001) 128 final

(Volume VII)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position

within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of

Poland in the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the

Commission).

No further action

2110

7077/01

COM(2001) 128 final

(Volume VI)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position

within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of

Lithuania in the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the

Commission).

No further action

2111

7076/01

COM(2001) 128 final

(Volume V)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position

within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of

Latvia in the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the

Commission).

No further action

2112

7075/01

COM(2001) 128 final

(Volume IV)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position

within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of

Hungary in the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the

Commission).

No further action

2113

7074/01

COM(2001) 128 final

(Volume III)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position

within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of

Estonia in the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the

Commission).

No further action
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2115

7072/01

COM(2001) 128 final

(Volume I)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position

within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of

Bulgaria in the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the

Commission).

No further action

2116

6974/01

COM(2001) 113 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a facility providing

medium-term financial assistance for Member States’ balances

payments.

No further action

2118

6739/01

SEC(2001) 73 final

Commission Report. The market for solid fuels in the Community in

2000 and the outlook for 2001.

No further action

2119

6738/01

SEC(2000) 2143

final. Volume I

Report from the Commission . The market for solid fuels in the

Community in 1999 and the outlook for 2000.

No further action

2120

13104/00 ADD1

COM(2000) 558 final

Vol. II

Follow-up report from the Commission on the 1998 financial year.

Volume II

No further action

2124

SEC(2001) 150

General Budget of the European Union for the financial year 2001.

The Figures.

No further action

2125

L56

Volume 44

Official Journal of the European Communities. Legislation. Volume

44

No further action

2074

2623-20

EUROPOL

Proposal for the content of an exchange of Letters between the

General Secretary of Interpol and the Director of Europol, as

mentioned in Articles 13 and 14 of the [Draft] Agreement between

Interpol and Europol.

No further action

2094

5872/01

CRIMORG 12

Final report on the first evaluation exercise - mutual legal assistance

in criminal matters.

No further action

60. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

61. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 24 April 2001
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meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for the
outside observer.

SP 1886, COM(2000) 860: Communication from the Commission to the European
Parliament and the Council “Developing a New Bathing Water Policy”

62. In its request for an SCN, the Committee requested a copy of the Executive own
response to the consultation process. The Executive replied accordingly.

On 21 December 2000 the European Commission issued a communication to the
European Parliament and the Council titled Developing a New Bathing Water Policy.
The communication begins a process that will result in a Commission proposal for a
revised Bathing Water Directive, currently scheduled for June/July 2001.

The Commission wishes to update the existing Directive.  Whereas it acknowledges the
Directive has been successful in its aim of improving and protecting the quality of bathing
water it also believes it can now be improved.

The Commission therefore proposes to adopt uniform new standards of monitoring and
analysis to be adopted across the EU.  These standards will be based upon parameters
which are aimed at being more closely related to human health risks.

The microbiological indicators used in the present Directive are faecal coliforms and
faecal streptococci.  The communication proposes the use of intestinal enterococci and
E.coli instead.  Parameters are suggested  which appear to be considerably more
stringent than those in the present Directive.  In addition, “quick fix” indicators,
PH/turbidity and salinity are suggested.

There are also proposals for providing better beach monitoring and management.   There
will be a greater emphasis on informing the public of water quality problems and potential
health risks.  Methods of information exchange with increased use of IT to provide
information quickly to where it is required, are suggested.

Scottish Interest

Negotiation of EC Directives is a reserved matter.  However, implementation of EC
obligations in Scotland is a matter for the Scottish Executive.

The revision proposes a new definition of “bathing water”, and the setting of uniform
standards of monitoring and analysis to be adopted across the EU.  The proposed
definition includes activities involving head immersion, and could capture recreational
activities such as wind-surfing, sailing and canoeing.  The beach management
requirements would probably fall on local authorities.

The beach management proposals could result in a regime drawn up to meet the
requirements of Mediterranean resort-style beaches being applied at remote Scottish
bathing waters.  A tiered system of beach management related to, for example,
remoteness and frequency of use of  bathing waters may be preferable.

The proposals suggest the use of intestinal enterococci and E.coli instead of the current
microbiological indicators, and that the standards should be at levels that represent a
significant ratcheting up of standards.  This could require action by farmers and the
Scottish water authorities  to tackle pollution beyond that already in train.

Though we welcome a revision of the Bathing Water Directive, some of the proposed
changes would come at a cost.  It is important for Scotland that standards are
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achievable, practical, and related to human health.  It is also important that beach
management and the provision of information to bathers is related to usage and that it
too, can be justified in cost terms.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 8 MAY 2001

63. During this the 7th Meeting (2000) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

Scottish

Parliament

EC Reference

Numbers

Title Agreed action

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

1793

11322/00

COM(2000) 545

final COD

2000/0227

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Recommendation

concerning the implementation of Integrated Coastal Zone

Management in Europe.

Priority scrutiny by the

European Committee

1811

14373/00

DROIPEN 60

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the environment

through criminal law.

Priority scrutiny by the

European Committee

2003

5851/01

COM(2001) 37

final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Decision

90/424/EEC on expenditure in the veterinary field.

Priority scrutiny by the

European Committee

2088

Brussels

13.3.2001

COM(2001) 139

final

Proposal for a  Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council on the Protection of the Environment through Criminal Law.

Priority scrutiny by the

European Committee

2141

7260/01

COM(2001) 143

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: Elements of a strategy for the Integration of Environmental

Protection Requirements into the Common Fisheries Policy.

Priority scrutiny by the

European Committee

2150

7379/01

COM(2001) 165

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.

2549/2000 establishing additional technical measures for the recovery

of the stock of cod in the Irish Sea (ICES Division VIIa).

Priority scrutiny by the

European Committee

2171

7419/01

COM(2001) 109

final

Amended proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive

amending Directive 97/67/EC with regard to the further opening to

competition of Community postal services

Priority scrutiny by the

European Committee

2175

7262/01

COM(2001) 135

final

Green Paper on the future of the common fisheries policy. Priority scrutiny by the

European Committee
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2156

7407/01

COM(2001) 139

final 2001/0076

(COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

on the protection of the environment through criminal law.

Priority scrutiny by the

European Committee

1866

14880/00

DROIPEN 63

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the environment

through criminal law.

Priority scrutiny by the

European Committee

Referred to another Committee for Routine Security

Referred to another Committee for interest only

2099

6781/01

COM(2001) 98

final

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament,

the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the

Regions. Creating an entrepreneurial Europe. The activities of the

European Union for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

Copy to Enterprise

and Lifelong Learning

Committee

2121

6906/01

SEC(2000) 382

Commission Staff Working Paper. Work programme for 2001 of each

Commission service for the implementation of the Framework Strategy

on Gender Equality.

Copy to Equal

Opportunities

Committee

2122

6905/01

COM(2001) 119

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament. Framework Strategy on Gender Equality: Work

Programme for 200.1

Copy to Equal

Opportunities

Committee

2123

6921/01

COR1

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council

concerning the multiannual Framework Programme 2002 - 2006 of the

European Community for research, technological development and

demonstration activities aimed at contributing towards the creation of

the European Research Area. Proposal for a Council Decision

concerning the multiannual Framework Programme 2002 - 2006 of the

European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) for research and

training activities aimed at contributing towards the creation of the

European Research Area

Copy to Enterprise

and Lifelong Learning

Committee

2134

6716/01

COM(2001) 124

final

Amended proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of

the Council on Community incentive measures in the field of

employment.

Copy to Enterprise

and Lifelong Learning

Committee

2174

7340/01

COM(2001) 159

final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on the approximation of the laws of the Member States

relating to food supplements.

Copy to Health and

Community Care

Community

1886

5217/01

COM(2000) 860

final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and

the Council:" Developing a New Bathing Water Policy".

Copy to the Transport

and the Environment

Committee

Defer

1711

13464/00

CRIMORG 154

Initiative of the French Republic and the Kingdom of Sweden with a

view to the adoption of a Council Decision setting up a European crime

prevention network

Defer awaiting further

information



European Committee 5th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)76

2129

7408/01

EUROJUST 7

Draft Council Decision setting up EUROJUST. Defer awaiting further

information

2160

7059/01

COPEN 10

Note from the Federal Republic of Germany. Initiative of  the Federal

Republic of Germany for a Council act establishing an agreement on

cooperation between the Member States of the European Union in

proceedings for road traffic offences and the enforcement of financial

penalties.

Defer awaiting further

information

2161

7277/01

ENFOPOL 23

Draft Council conclusions on the importance of considering the needs

of law enforcement authorities when working out Community

legislation.

Defer awaiting further

information

2098

6921/01

COM(2001) 94

final

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council

concerning the multiannual Framework Programme 2002 - 2006 of the

European Community for research, technological development and

demonstration activities aimed a contributing towards the creation of

the European Research Area.  Proposal for a Council Decision

concerning the multiannual Framework Programme 2002 - 2006 of the

European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) for research and

training activities aimed a contributing towards the creation of the

European Research Area.

Defer awaiting further

information

2132

7387/01

COM(2001) 144

final

Statistical information needed for indicators to monitor the integration

of environmental concerns into the Common Agricultural Policy.

Defer awaiting further

information

2140

7272/01

COM(2001) 137

final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of

the Council on waste statistics.

Defer awaiting further

information

2154

7669/01

COM(2001) 171

final

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council,

the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the

Regions. Community measures affecting tourism (1997/1999).

Defer awaiting further

information

2173

7358/01

COM(2001) 141

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European

parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of

the Regions on the introduction of third-generation mobile

communications in the European Union: state of play and the way

forward.

Defer awaiting further

information

1767

14245/00

COM(2000) 786

final 2000/0304

(CNS)

Prevention of crime in the European Union: Reflection on common

guidelines and proposals for Community financial support. Proposal

for a Council Decision establishing a programme of incentives and

exchanges, training and co-operation for the prevention of crime

(Hippocrates).

Defer awaiting further

information

1829

5134/01

EUROPOL 1

Possible amendments to the Europol Convention and possible

extensions of Europol’s competence.

Defer awaiting further

information
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No further action

2158

2641-25

EUROPOL

Data Protection Report: Czech Republic No further action

2159

3710-39

EUROPOL

Draft Agreement between the Republic of Iceland and the European

Police Office.

No further action

2162

7616/01

ENFOPOL 29

Law enforcement. Operational  needs with respect to public

telecommunication networks and services.

No further action

2164

7499/01

COM(2001) 160

final

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on the application of Regulation (EC) No.2679/98.

No further action

1727

COM(2000) 786

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament. The prevention of crime in the European Union. Reflection

on common guidelines and proposals for Community financial support.

Proposal for a Council Decision establishing a programme of

incentives and exchanges, training and co-operation for the prevention

of crime (Hippocrates).

No further action

1736

14174/00

COM(2000) 716

final COD

2000/0286

Proposal for a  Regulation of the  European Parliament and of the

Council laying down the general principles and requirements of food

law, establishing the European Food Authority, and laying down

procedures in matters of food.

No further action

1759

14187/00

COM(2000) 785

final 1999/0269

(COD)

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council amending for the nineteenth time Council Directive

76/769/EEC relating to restrictions on the marketing and use of certain

dangerous substances and preparations (azocolourants).

No further action

1760

14440/00

COM(2000) 77

final 2000/0068

(COD)

Amended proposal for a  Directive of the European Parliament and  of

the Council amending Council Directive 95/53/EC fixing the principles

governing the organisation of official inspections in the field of animal

nutrition and Council Directive 1999/29/EC on undesirable substances

and products in animal nutrition.

No further action

1773

14234/00

COM(2000) 791

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation introducing specific measures for

certain agricultural products for the French overseas departments, the

Azores and Madeira, the Canary Islands. Proposal for a Council

Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 1254/1999 on the common

organisation of the market in beef and veal.

No further action

2126

7183/01

COM(2001) 140

final

Communication from the commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: eEurope 2002 Impact and Priorities- A Communication to

the European Council in Stockholm, 23 - 24 March 2001.

No further action
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2127

6823/01

UEM 50

Recommendation of the European Central Bank of 1st March 2001 for

a Council Regulation concerning an amendment to Council Regulation

(EC) No. 2531/98 of 23 November 1998 concerning the application of

minimum reserves by the  European Central Bank (ECB/2001/2).

No further action

2128

6026/01

COM(2000) 197

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping

duty on imports of certain electronic weighing scales originating in

Japan.

No further action

2131

6453/01

COM(2001) 116

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council:" new European

Labour Markets, Open to All, with Access for All".

No further action

2133

6248/01

COM(2001) 79

final VOL II

Volume II: Realising the European Union’s potential: consolidating and

extending the Lisbon strategy. Contribution of the European

Commission to the Spring European Council, Stockholm 23 and 24

March 2001. Structural Indicators: Annex 2 to the Stockholm report.

No further action

2137

Brussels

27.03.2001

COM(2001) 168

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

on financial collateral arrangements (presented by the Commission).

No further action

2138

7295/01

COM(2001) 156

final

Amended proposal for a Council Regulation introducing specific

measures for certain agricultural products for the Azores and Madeira.

No further action

2139

7282/01 REV 1

COM(2001) 148

final/2

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: Options to promote the cultivation of plants proteins in the

EU.

No further action

2142

7257/01

SEC(2001) 378

final

Preliminary draft supplementary and amending budget No2 to the

budget for 2001- SectionII - Council.

No further action

2143

7255/01

COM(2001) 133

final – Volume I

Excise duty applied on cigarettes and other manufactured tobacco

products.

No further action

2144

7187/01

COM(2001) 138

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation authorising the offer and delivery for

direct human consumption of certain improved wines which may have

undergone oenological processes not provided for in Regulation (EC)

No. 1493/1999.

No further action

2145

7131/01

COM(2001) 126

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on enhancing Euro-Mediterranean co-operation on

transport and energy.

No further action
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2146

7549/01

FIN99

Special Report No. 1/2001 by the Court of Auditors concerning the

URBAN Community Initiative.

No further action

2147

7633/01

COM(2001) 157

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation 1683/95 laying

down a uniform format for visas. Proposal for a Council Regulation on

a uniform format for forms for affixing the visa issued by the Member

States to persons holding travel documents which are not recognised

by the Member State drawing up the form. Proposal for a Council

Regulation laying down  a uniform format for residence permits for

third-country nationals.

No further action

2149

7604/01

COM(2001) 168

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

on financial collateral arrangements.

No further action

2151

7382/01

COM(2001) 174

final

Proposal for a Council Decision of the conclusion of the Agreement in

the form of an exchange of letters concerning the provisional

application of the Protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and

financial contribution provided for in the Agreement between the

European Economic Community and the Islamic Federal Republic of

the Comoros on fishing off the Comoros for the period from 28

February 2001 to 27 February 2004.

No further action

2152

7596/01

COM(2001) 164

final

MALTA. Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature and

provisional application of an Additional Protocol to the  Agreement

establishing an Association between the European Economic

Community and the Republic of Malta,  to associate the Republic of

Malta to the Fifth Framework Programme for Research, Technological

Development and Demonstration (1998-2002).

No further action

2153

7621/01

COM(2001) 163

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council regarding the

Commission’s report on the European Agency for Safety and Health at

Work.

No further action

2155

7687/01

COM(2001) 175

final

Commission working document on proposed new regulatory

framework for electronic communications networks and services. Draft

guidelines on market analysis and the calculation of significant market

power under Article14 of the proposed Directive on a common

regulatory framework for electronic communications networks and

services.

No further action

2157

7560/01

COM(2001) 81

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on further exceptional financial

assistance to Kosovo.

No further action

2163

7633/01

COM(2001) 157

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation 1683/95 laying

down a uniform format for visas. Proposal for a Council Regulation on

a uniform format  for affixing the visa issued by Member States to

persons holding travel documents which are not recognised by the

Member State drawing up the form. Proposal for a Council Regulation

laying down a uniform format for residence permits for third-country

nationals.

No further action
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2165

7496/01

COM(2001) 152

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation prohibiting imports of bigeye tuna

(Thunnus obesus) originating in Belize, Cambodia, Equatorial Guinea,

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Honduras.

No further action

2166

7445/01

COM(2001) 142

final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of

the Council on a Community energy efficiency labelling programmes

for office and communication technology equipment.

No further action

2167

7432/01

COM(2001) 136

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of

the Regions. Helping SMEs to "Go digital".

No further action

2168

7428/01

COM(2001) 158

final

Amended proposal for a Directive of  the European Parliament and of

the Council establishing requirements and harmonised procedures for

the safe loading and unloading of bulk carriers.

No further action

2169

7425/01

COM(2001) 149

final

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council

on the adjustment of the financial perspective to take account of

implementation.

No further action

2170

7423/01

COM(2001) 155

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation supplementing the Annex to

Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1107/96 on the registration of

geographical indications and designations of origin under the

procedure laid down in  Article 17 of Council Regulation (EEC) No.

2081/92.

No further action

2172

7402/01

COM(2001) 151

final

Report from the Commission on the implementation in 2000 of

Commission Decision No.2496/96/ECSC of 18 December 1996

establishing Community rules for State aid to the steel industry (Steel

Aid Code).

No further action

2176

6189/01

REV1

Draft multiannual c.SIS installation and operating estimates-2002 to

2004.

No further action

2130

7198/01

COPEN 12

Draft Protocol to the 2000 Convention on mutual assistance in criminal

matters between the Member States of the European Union.

No further action

2135

Draft Council Dec.

Unnumbered

Document

Draft Council Decision amending Council Decision 1999/C 149/02 of

29 April 1999 extending Europol’s mandate to deal with forgery of

money and means of payment.

No further action

2136

14109/00

COM(2000) 760

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing, on behalf of the

European Community, of the United Nations Convention against

transnational organised crime and its Protocols on combating

trafficking in persons, especially women and children, and the

smuggling of migrants by land, air and sea.

No further action
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2148

7974/01

COPEN 14

Draft Protocol to the 2000 Convention on mutual assistance in criminal

matters between the Member States of the European Union.

No further action

1702

13635/00

COM(2000) 694

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.

2505/96 opening and providing for the administration of autonomous

Community tariff quotas for certain agricultural and industrial products.

No further action

1707

Brussels

8.11.2000

COM(2000) 716

final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council laying down the general principles and requirements of food

law, establishing the European Food Authority, and laying down

procedures in matters of food, (Presented by the Commission).

No further action

1806

14205/00

COM(2000) 765

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing and the provisional

application of the Agreement on trade in textile products between the

European Community and the Republic of Croatia initialled in Brussels

on 8 November 2000.

No further action

1828

14908/00

COM(2000) 861

final COD

1999/0259

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of

the Council on undesirable substances and products in animal

nutrition.

No further action

1847

14762/00

COM(2000) 838

final

Report from the Commission to the Council on the situation in the hops

sector.

No further action

1856

13289/00 ADD 1

JAI 135

Communication from the Government of the French Republic. Initiative

of the Government of the French Republic for the Council to adopt a

draft Decision setting up a European legal training network.

No further action

1865

14722/00 REV 1

COM(2000) 850

final 2

Revised edition of document COM(00) 850 final: Amended proposal

for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

amending Council directive 95/21/EC concerning the enforcement, in

respect of shipping using Community ports and sailing in the waters

under the jurisdiction of the Member States, of international standards

for ship safety, pollution prevention and shipboard living and working

conditions (port state control).

No further action

64. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.
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Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

65. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. On this occasion, no correspondence has been entered into
for the documents considered during this meeting.



European Committee 5th Report 2001

SP Paper XX Session 1 (2001)83

MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 22 MAY 2001

66. The agendas for the 8th Meeting (2001) of the European Committee contained
no EC/EU documents for scrutiny. This was due to the presence of a large
delegation from the European Committee of the Regions, a discussion with
whom formed the basis of the entire agenda.
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MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE, 19 JUNE 2001

67. During this the 9th Meeting (2001) of the European Committee, the Members
agreed the following, based on recommendations submitted by the Convener–

Scottish

Parliament

EC Reference

Numbers

Title Agreed

Action

Retained by European Committee for Priority Scrutiny

1919

5657/01

COM(2000) 839

final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council

providing for public participation in respect of the drawing up of certain

plans and programmes relating to the environment and amending

Council Directives 85/337/EEC and 96/61/EC.

Priority by the

European Committee

2202

7378/01

SEC(2001) 418

Report on the implementation of the Community system for fisheries and

aquaculture over the period 1993 - 2000.

Priority by the

European Committee

1842

14795/00

COM(2000) 841

final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No.

1259/1999 establishing common rules for direct support schemes under

the common agricultural policy.

Priority by the

European Committee

2182

7880/01

COM(2001) 190

final

Report on the preparations for the introduction of Euro notes and coins. Priority by the

European Committee

Referred to another Committee for Routine Security

1942

5489/01

COM(2000) 894

final

The implementation of Innovative Measures under Article 6 of the

European Social Fund Regulation for the programming periodic 2000-

2006.

Referred to the

Enterprise and

Lifelong Learning

Committee

Referred to another Committee for interest only

1811

14373/00

DROIPEN 60

Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the environment through

criminal law.

Copy to the Transport

and the Environment

Committee and the

Justice Committee

2154

7669/01

COM(2001) 171

final

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council,

the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions.

Community measures affecting tourism (1997/1999).

Copy to the Enterprise

and Lifelong Learning

Committee

2173

7358/01

COM(2001) 141

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European

parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of

the Regions on the introduction of third-generation mobile

Copy to the Enterprise

and Lifelong Learning

Committee
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final communications in the European Union: state of play and the way

forward.

2184

7907/01

COM(2001) 161

final

Communication from the Commission on "widening consumer access to

alternative dispute resolution".

Copy to the Justice

Committee

2188

7805/01

COM(2001) 179

final

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament,

the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions.

"Annual Report on equal opportunities for women and men in the

European Union 2000".

Copy to the Equal

Opportunities

Committee

1767

14245/00

COM(2000) 786

final 2000/0304

(CNS)

Prevention of crime in the European Union: Reflection on common

guidelines and proposals for Community financial support. Proposal  for

a Council Decision establishing a programme of incentives and

exchanges, training and co-operation for the prevention of crime

(Hippocrates).

Copy to the Justice

Committee

1829

5134/01

EUROPOL 1

Possible amendments to the Europol Convention and possible

extensions of Europol’s competence.

Copy to the Justice

Committee

Defer

2129

7408/01

EUROJUST 7

Draft Council Decision setting up EUROJUST. Deferred awaiting

further information

2160

7059/01

COPEN 10

Note from the Federal Republic of Germany. Initiative of  the Federal

Republic of Germany for a Council act establishing an agreement on

cooperation between the Member States of the European Union in

proceedings for road traffic offences and the enforcement of financial

penalties.

Deferred awaiting

further information

2177

7989/01

COPEN 15

Draft Protocol to the 2000 Convention on mutual assistance in criminal

matters between the Member States of the European Union. Article 2-

double criminality requirement

Deferred awaiting

further information

2206

8113/01

COPEN 16

Draft protocol to the 2000 Convention on mutual assistance in criminal

matters between the Member States of the European Union.

Deferred awaiting

further information

2209

8112/01

DROIPEN 35

Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating the sexual

exploitation of children and child pornography.

Deferred awaiting

further information

2210

8111/01

DROIPEN 34

Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating trafficking in

human  beings.

Deferred awaiting

further information

2218

7983/01

COM(2001) 186

final

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directives 66/401/EEC,

66/402/EEC and 66/403/EEC on the marketing of fodder plant seed,

cereal seed and seed potatoes.

Deferred awaiting

further information
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2219

7984/01

COM(2001) 183

final

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Council Directive 2000/29/EC

on protective measures against the introduction into the Community of

organisms harmful to plants or plant products and against their spread

within the Community.

Deferred awaiting

further information

No further action

2161

7277/01

ENFOPOL 23

Draft Council conclusions on the importance of considering the needs of

law enforcement authorities when working out Community legislation.

No further action

2193

8122/01

EUROPOL 34

Draft Europol Budget for 2002. No further action

2197

8141/01

EUROPOL 36

Europol work programme 2002 No further action

2198

8140/01

EUROPOL 35

Data protection report: Czech Republic No further action

2200

3710-37r1

Draft Co-operation Agreement between the Republic of Hungary and the

European Police Office.

No further action

2201

3710-32r1

Draft  Agreement between the Republic of Poland and the European

Police Office on co-operation in combating crime

No further action

2211

7684/01

COM(2001) 170

final

Commission Opinion pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the EC Treaty, on

the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common

position regarding the proposal  for a Directive of the European

Parliament and of the Council on the harmonisation of certain aspects of

copyright and related rights in the information society amending the

proposal of the Commission  pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

No further action

2098

6921/01

COM(2001) 94 final

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council

concerning the multiannual Framework Programme 2002 - 2006 of the

European Community for research, technological development and

demonstration activities aimed a contributing towards the creation of the

European Research Area.  Proposal for a Council Decision concerning

the multiannual Framework Programme 2002 - 2006 of the European

Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) for research and training

activities aimed a contributing towards the creation of the European

Research Area.

No further action

2132

7387/01

COM(2001) 144

final

Statistical information needed for indicators to monitor the integration of

environmental concerns into the Common Agricultural Policy.

No further action

2140

7272/01

COM(2001) 137

final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of

the Council on waste statistics.

No further action
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2178

6976/01

COM(2001) 131

final

Amended Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending Council Directive 96/22/EC concerning the prohibition

on the use in stockfarming of certain substances having a hormonal or

thyrostatic action and of beta-agonists.

No further action

2179

7674/01

COM(2001) 172

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament. The eLearning Action Plan. Designing tomorrow’s education.

No further action

2180

7611/01 ADD 4

COM(2001) 162

final Volume V

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: Biodiversity Action Plan for Economic and Development

Cooperation. Volume V.

No further action

2181

7611/01 ADD2

COM(2001) 162

final Volume III

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: Biodiversity Action Plan for Agriculture. Volume III/V.

No further action

2183

7716/01

SEC(2001) 526

Commission Staff Working Paper. ANNEX: Guide to related programmes

and instruments. The eLearning Action Plan. Designing tomorrow’s

education.

No further action

2185

7611/01

COM(2001) 162

final VolumeI

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: Biodiversity Action Plans in the areas of Conservation of

Natural Resources, Agriculture, Fisheries, and Development and

Economic Cooperation. Volume I/I V.

No further action

2186

7759/01

COM(2001) 154

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council: Reinforcing the

Transatlantic Relationship: Focusing on Strategy and Delivering Results.

No further action

2187

7611/01 ADD 1

COM(2001) 162

final Volume II

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament: Biodiversity Action Plan for the Conservation  of  Natural

Resources.  Volume II/ V.

No further action

2189

Brussels 27.11.2000

SEC(2000) 2122

final

Transfer of Appropriations No.71/2000. Non-compulsory expenditure. No further action

2192

Brussels 20.10.2000

SEC(2000) 1781

final

Transfer of Appropriations No.48/2000. Non-compulsory expenditure. No further action

2194

Brussels 10.01.2001

SEC(2001) 54 final

Transfer of Appropriations No.79/2000. Compulsory expenditure. No further action
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2195

Brussels 08.12.2000

SEC(2000) 2213

final

Transfer of Appropriations No.77/2000. Compulsory and non-compulsory

expenditure.

No further action

2196

Brussels 07.12.2000

SEC(2000) 2132

final

Transfer of Appropriations No.76/2000. Compulsory and non-compulsory

expenditure.

No further action

2199

Brussels 19.04.2001

COM(2001) 214

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European

Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee on the elimination

of tax obstacles to the cross-border provision of occupational pensions.

No further action

2203

7263/01 COR 1

SEC(2001) 420 vol

II of 3.4.2001

Report on the state of the resources and their expected development.

(Modified version)

No further action

2204

7377/01

SEC(2001) 419

Report on the economic and social situation of coastal regions. No further action

2205

7263/01

SEC(2001) 420

Report on the state of the resources and their expected development. No further action

2212

7755/01

COM(2001) 176

final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion by the European

Community of the amendment on the trade-related provisions of the

Energy Charter Treaty.

No further action

2213

7903/01

COM(2001) 185

final

Sixth VAT Directive: Request for authorisation submitted by the

Government of the Federal Republic of Germany (Article 30 procedure).

Conclusion an agreement with the Czech Republic.

No further action

2214

7904/01

COM(2001) 187

final

Sixth VAT Directive: Request for authorisation submitted by the

Government of the Federal Republic of Germany (Article 30 procedure).

Conclusion an agreement with the Republic of Poland.

No further action

2217

7979/01

COM(2001) 134

final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion of an

Agreement in the form of an exchange of letters between the European

Community and the Republic of Cyprus adding a Protocol on mutual

administrative  assistance in customs matters to the Association

Agreement between the European Economic Community and the

Republic of Cyprus.

No further action

2220

8030/01

SEC(2001) 619

Commission staff working paper on certain legal aspects relating to

cinematographic and other audiovisual works.

No further action
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2221

8237/01

COM(2001) 127

final

Proposal for a Council Directive concerning the status of third-country

nationals who are long term residents.

No further action

2190

Brussels 30.11.2000

SEC(2000) 2123

final

Transfer of Appropriations No.75/2000. Non-compulsory expenditure. No further action

2191

Brussels 03.11.2000

SEC(2000) 1839

final

Transfer of Appropriations No.50/2000. Non-compulsory expenditure. No further action

2215

7969/01

COM(2001) 197

final (Volume I)

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European

Parliament on the application of the different ventilation systems for

animal transport vehicles for road journeys exceeding eight hours.

No further action

2216

7969/01 ADD 1

COM(2001) 197

final (Volume II)

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 411/98

as regards ventilation in road vehicles carrying livestock on long

journeys.

No further action

68. Standard procedure for European documents referred to another Committee for
scrutiny (not for interest only) of the Scottish Parliament is for that Committee
to report back to the European Committee at a later date, consistent with the
overall timetable for the European document in question (e.g. debate at the
Council of Ministers). There were no documents of this nature discussed during
this meeting.

Analysis of documents and correspondence with external bodies

69. Members of the Committee and its officials routinely enter into a variety of
discussions and correspondence with external bodies, such as the Scottish
Executive, in respect to the EC/EU documents considered as part of the
scrutiny function. The information set out below consists of details of the
analysis undertaken by the Committee (of the documents from the 19 June
2001 meeting) and questions asked along with the response received (where
available at the time of the meeting), in the main from the Scottish Executive.
This is reproduced to increase the transparency of the scrutiny process for
the outside observer.

SP 1919, COM (2000) 839: Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and
of the Council providing for public participation in respect of the drawing up of certain
plans and programmes relating to the environment and amending Council Directives
85/337/EEC and 96/61/EC

70. The Committee considered this document and asked for following further
information. In the Explanatory Memorandum supplied by the DETR the
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Government expresses the view that it was not considered necessary to engage
in consultation procedures.  The Committee’s view is that it is rather paradoxical
that a proposal designed to enhance the rights of the public to participate in the
decision-making process should not be subject to consultation.  Members asked
therefore if the Executive could indicate to the Committee whether they would
consider consulting on this proposal for improving consultation and participatory
rights.

71. Members also asked if the Executive could clarify the following issue from the
Explanatory Memorandum. Members recalled that the UK Government noted
that while it did not seek to challenge the proposal on grounds of subsidiarity, it
found the argument presented in the recital number 12 was misleading.  The
Committee asked therefore if the Executive could explain why this argument
was thought to be misleading.

72. The Executive replied as follows:

On January 18th 2001, the European Commission adopted a Proposed Directive on
Public Participation in certain environmental matters.  The proposal includes general
provisions concerning the drawing up of certain environmental plans and programmes
pertaining to 7 existing Directives, and also detailed provisions for amending certain
aspects of 2 further Directives.  The proposal is intended to give effect at EC level to the
public participation provisions of the ‘Aarhus Convention.

The general provisions would affect the following 7 Directives:-

75/442/EEC on Waste,
91/157/EEC on Batteries and Accumulators
91/676/EEC on Agricultural Nitrate Pollution,
91/689/EEC on Hazardous Waste,
94/62/EC on Packaging Waste,
96/62/EC on Ambient Air Quality, and
99/31/EC on the Landfill of waste.

The specific provisions would apply amendments to the following 2 Directives:-

85/337/EC – The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive, and, 96/61/EC –
The Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) Directive

Scottish Interest

On the general provisions, the proposal would require Member States to ensure that, in
drawing up plans and programmes required under these Directives, the public is offered
an opportunity to express opinions before the plans are drawn up.  The public authorities
must then take account of the opinions when making decisions.  The Scottish Executive
already has statutory provisions to ensure this happens in most cases - however there
are a few instances where we rely on public consultation as part of administrative
practice.  This would need to be changed to make it a legal obligation.

On the specific amendments to the EIA and IPPC Directives, much of the transposing
legislation already meets the requirements of the Proposal since the two instruments
were only finalized relatively recently and the transposing legislation was drafted with the
Aarhus requirements in mind.

For the IPPC amendments, SEPA will need to change their procedures to make sure
decision documents are produced for each permit application.  This is considered good
practice in any case and is likely to have minimal financial implications for SEPA.
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For the EIA Directive the proposals would introduce requirements for competent
authorities (for us either planning authorities or Scottish Ministers) to consult more bodies
on every case requiring EIA.  There would also be an increase in the amount of
information of which the public must be informed.  In addition, the proposed changes
regarding Transboundary EIA (i.e. where proposals in one Member State is likely to have
significant environmental effects in another) would introduce certain requirements
regarding information to be passed to other Member States

The Committee has asked if the Scottish Executive would consider consulting on this
proposal in Scotland.  The Scottish Executive and the UK Government strongly support
the objectives of this proposal.  Most of the changes proposed are existing practice and
so the effect of the proposal is considered to be minor.  Furthermore, since the Proposal
involves detail to bring the 9 various Directives into line with the Aarhus Convention,
which the UK (and Scotland) is already committed to complying with, it is not considered
necessary to conduct a full consultation exercise.  Nevertheless, the Scottish Executive
is keen to raise awareness of the Proposal and is publishing a letter on the web to inform
the public of the existence of the proposal and its objectives.

The Committee has also asked for clarification about Recital 12 and the text of the
Explanatory Memorandum regarding subsidiarity.  Recital 12 suggests that the objectives
of the proposal cannot be fulfilled by Member States acting on their own and accordingly,
Community action is justified.  The Explanatory Memorandum says this is misleading.
The reason for this is that every EU Member State has already signed the Aarhus
Convention and is therefore obliged to implement it.  Hence the UK suggests,
Community action is not essential in this field.

The European Parliament is planning to adopt its first reading Opinion on the Proposal in
the autumn, and the Belgian Presidency is expected to obtain a Common Position on the
text at either the October or December 2001 Environment Councils.

SP 1942, COM (2000) 894: The Implementation of Innovation Measures under
Article 6 of the European Social Fund Regulation for the programming period 2000-
2006

73. The Committee considered this document and asked for following further
information. The Government in its Explanatory Memorandum pointed out that
that these types of project can make “a positive contribution to develop
mainstream ESF activities, providing they take account of the varying
arrangements in each Member State”.  The substance of this comment was not
very clear to the Committee and Members asked that the Executive provide
some clarification.

74. Members also noted that the ESF (2000-2006) may finance innovative
measures subject to a ceiling of 0.4% of the ESF annual funding.  The
Committee asked therefore if the Executive could provide the Committee with
some information so as to enable it to ascertain the precise annual amount of
credits for ESF innovative measures.

75. The Executive replied accordingly:

The UK Explanatory Memorandum sets out the key features of the innovative measures
programme under the European Social Fund, and the Scottish Executive would agree
that generally speaking the potential contributions that can be made by the “article 6”
programme are positive ones.  In particular, they provide the opportunity in the first year
of implementation for funding to be provided for pilot projects which will complement
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existing employment strategies and inform the implementation of the EQUAL Community
Initiative and the mainstream Objective 3 programme in Scotland.

Scottish Interest

The Scottish Executive will not have any direct input into the selection or monitoring of
projects selected for funding via article 6 as applications will be made directly to, and
assessed by, the European Commission.  Given however the links both to devolved
policy areas (such as lifelong learning, economic development and training and Digital
Scotland) and to mainstream European Social Fund programmes, the Executive plans to
work with the Social Fund partners to raise awareness of the article 6 programme
generally and where it might be used to provide initial funding and pilot activity which
might then be rolled out on a larger scale through the Social Fund programmes. The
Executive will also watch with interest and seek to learn from relevant pilots funded by
this programme.

The Committee has asked for further clarification of the statement in the Government
memorandum that innovative actions can make “a positive contribution to develop
mainstream ESF activities, providing they take account of the varying arrangements in
each Member state”. Our understanding is that in making this comment the UK
Government is alluding to the fact that activities piloted in one member state would not
necessarily be appropriate for implementation in another, and that there should not be
such an expectation within the Commission.  Indeed, it might be that article 6 funded
pilots are best translated into mainstream ESF in the member states where they were
trialed. For example, the Objective 3 Programme Monitoring Committee is currently
working with the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organizations with a view to providing
funding through the main Objective 3 Programme for its “Local Social Capital”
programme which was piloted under article 6 in West Central Scotland , and which
provides small grants to local community organizations.

In terms of the funding available, the  total available in the 2000-2006 period from the
European Social Fund, across programmes, is around 60 billion euros across the
European Union.  A breakdown per year is not as yet available because the Commission
is still negotiating certain objective 2 programmes.  But on the basis that this funding is
split across the seven years of the programme,  the Commission could make available
up to 34.3 million euros per year to fund innovative actions.   This is not split down into
indicative allocations per country, but will be allocated on the basis of the quality of the
bids which are put forward
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ANNEX A

Process of Scrutiny of EC/EU documents by European Committee
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SIFT/SCRUTINY RECOMMENDATION NOTE

PRIORITY SCRUTINY (by European Committee)

SP/EC REFS DOCUMENT TITLE

1

2243
8370/01

COM(2001) 178 final

Certain arrangements for the debate on the future of the European Union.

2304
9305/01

COM(2001) 296 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a general framework for improving information and consultation rights of employees in the
European Community.

2389
10511/01

COM(2001) 354 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, European Parliament, Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on a new framework for co-operation on
activities concerning the Information and Communication Policy of the European Union.



SIFT/SCRUTINY RECOMMENDATION NOTE

ROUTINE SCRUTINY (by other Committee)

SP/EC REFS DOCUMENT TITLE REFER TO

2

2225
7408/1/01

EUROJUST 7 REV 1

Draft Council Decision setting up EUROJUST Justice and Home Affairs

2230
6268/01

COM(2001) 87 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1254/1999 on the common organisation of the market in beef and
veal.  Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1251/1999 establishing a support system for producers of

certain arable crops.

Rural Development

2265
7887/01

COM(2001) 201 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No. 2847/93 establishing a control system applicable to the common
fisheries policy. Rural Development

2271
8191/01

COM(2001) 234 final

Amended proposal for a Council Decision establishing a European Judicial Network in civil and commercial matters.
Justice and Home Affairs

2295
8812/01

COM(2001) 247 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the common organisation of the market in sheepmeat and goatmeat. Rural Development

2310
9044/01

COM(2001) 221 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a general framework for Community activities to facilitate the implementation of a
European judicial area in civil matters. Justice and Home Affairs

2312
7408/2/01

EUROJUST 7 REV 2

Draft Council Decision setting up EUROJUST. Justice and Home Affairs

2364
9874/01

COM(2001) 326 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on rebuilding stocks of cod and hake in Community
and adjacent waters.

Rural Development

2385
10371/01 ADD1

COM(2001) 337 final
VOLUME II/II

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down a Community Action Programme promoting non-
governmental organisations primarily active in the field of environmental protection. Transport and Environment

2406
7408/3/01 REV3
EUROJUST 7

Draft Council Decision setting up Eurojust. Justice and Home Affairs
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DEFER (Awaiting further information. Decision to be taken at a future meeting)

SP/EC REFS DOCUMENT TITLE

3

2129
7408/01

EUROJUST 7

Draft Council Decision setting up EUROJUST. 19/06/2001

2400
10372/01

COM(2001) 259 final

Proposal for a Council Framework Decision laying down minimum provisions on the constituent elements of criminal acts and penalties in the field of drug trafficking. 11/09/2001

2218
7983/01

COM(2001) 186 final

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directives 66/401/EEC, 66/402/EEC and 66/403/EEC on the marketing of fodder plant seed, cereal seed and seed
potatoes.

19/06/2001

2219
7984/01

COM(2001) 183 final

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Council Directive 2000/29/EC on protective measures against the introduction into the Community of organisms harmful to
plants or plant products and against their spread within the Community.

19/06/2001

2232
8194/01

SEC(2001) 609

Commission Staff Working Paper: "Integrating the environment into EC economic and development co-operation". 11/09/2001

2242
6873/01

COM(2001) 166 final

Mutual recognition of decisions on parental responsibility. 11/09/2001

2332
8632/01

ADD1 REV1

Draft Council Framework Decision on the strengthening of the penal framework to prevent the facilitation of unauthorised entry and residence. Draft Council Directive
defining the facilitation of unauthorised entry, movement and residence.

11/09/2001

2424
10703/01

COM(2001) 274 final

Commission interpretative communication on the Community law applicable to public procurement and the possibilities for integrating environmental considerations
into public procurement.

11/09/2001

2207
8242/01

DROIPEN 39

Draft Council Framework Decision on the strengthening of the penal framework to prevent the facilitation of unauthorised entry and residence. Draft Council Directive
defining the facilitation of unauthorised entry, movement and residence.

11/09/2001

2208
8115/01

DROIPEN 37

Draft Council Framework Decision on the strengthening of the penal framework to prevent the facilitation of unauthorised entry and residence. Draft Council Directive
defining the facilitation of unauthorised entry, movement and residence.

11/09/2001
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NO FURTHER ACTION (Copy to another Committee for interest)

SP/EC REFS DOCUMENT TITLE COPY TO

4

2209
8112/01

DROIPEN 35

Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating the sexual exploitation of children and child pornography. Equal Opportunities and Justice and Home
Affairs

2210
8111/01

DROIPEN 34

Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on combating trafficking in human  beings.
Equal Opportunities and Justice and Home

Affairs

2240
7611/01 AD

COM(2001) 162 final
Volume IV

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament: Biodiversity Action Plan for Fisheries. VOLUME
IV/V Rural Development

2260
8273/01

COM(2001) 216 final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Commission Decision 2000/532/EC as regards the list of waste. Transport and Environment

2261
8261/01

COM(2001) 224 final

Commission recommendation for the 2001 broad guidelines of the economic policies of the Member States and the Community.
Enterprise and Lifelong Learning

2294
9043/01

COM(2001) 263 final

Report from the Commission based on the reports of Member States concerning their experiences with Directive 90/219/EEC on the
contained use of genetically modified micro-organisms (for the period 1996 - 1999).

Transport and Environment

2299
9175/01

COM(2001) 264 final

Communication from the Commission entitled "A sustainable Europe for a better world: A European Union strategy for sustainable
development". Commission’s proposal to the Gothenburg European Council. Transport and Environment

2323
9423/01

COM(2001) 276 final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the Economic and Social Committee and the
Committee of the Regions concerning the final evaluations of the multi-annual programme to stimulate the development of a European
multimedia content industry and to encourage the use of multimedia content  in the emerging information society (INFO 2000) and of

the multi-annual programme to promote the linguistic diversity of the Community in the information society (MLIS).

Enterprise and Lifelong Learning

2334
9450/01

COM(2001) 271 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the European Year of People with Disabilities 2003. Equal Opportunities

2367
10207/01

COM(2001) 301 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on the implementation of the EU Action Plan on
Drugs (2000 - 2004). Health and Community Care and Justice and

Home Affairs
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NO FURTHER ACTION

SP/EC REFS DOCUMENT TITLE

5

2222
7616/01
COR1

Law enforcement operational needs with respect to public telecommunication networks and services.

2224
7273/01

ENFOPOL 22

G8 network of contacts points for combating high-tech crime. Draft Council Recommendation.

2231
8089/01 AD

COM(2001) 184 final
VOLUMEII/II

Relations with Egypt. Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature of a Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States
and the Arab Republic of Egypt on behalf of the European Community.  Proposal for a Council and Commission Decision on the conclusion of a Euro-Mediterranean Association
Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Arab Republic of Egypt, of the other part - Volume II/II.

2284
8626/01

COM(2001) 239 final

Report from the Commission: JRC annual report 2000.

2303
9304/01

COM(2001) 278 final

Biannual update of the scoreboard to review progress on the creation of an area of "freedom, security and justice" in the European Union (first half of 2001).

2322
9727/01

COM(2001) 298 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on Network and Information
security: Proposal for a European Policy Approach.

2366
9875/01

COM(2001) 322 final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Decision 97/413/EC concerning the objectives and detailed rules for restructuring the Community fisheries sector for the period from 1
January 1997 to 31 December 2001 with a view to achieving a balance on a sustainable basis between resources and their exploitation. Proposal for a Council Regulation amending
Regulation (EC) No. 2792/1999 laying down the detailed rules and arrangements regarding Community structural assistance in the fisheries sector.

2382
7578/01

CRIMORG 37

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 91/308/EEC of 10 June 1991 on prevention of the use of the financial system for the
purpose of money laundering. Outcome of the 2nd reading of the European parliament (Brussels, 2 - 5 April 2001).

2383
10546/01

COM(2001) 318 final -
VOLUME I/II

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on the implementation of Council Directive 92/6/EEC of 10 February 1992 on the installation and use of speed
limitation devices for certain categories of motor vehicles in the Community.

2384
10510/01

COM(2001) 294 final
2001/0133(COD)
2001/0134(COD)

Administrative co-operation in the field of value added tax.

2386
10557/01

COM(2001) 350 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: "Intermediate evaluation of the
implementation of the multiannual Community programme to stimulate the establishment of the Information Society in Europe" (PROMISE).

2387
10370/01

COM(2001) 304 final

Communication from the Commission: " The challenge of environmental financing in the candidate countries".
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2223
Brussels 0

SEC (2000) 1614 final

Transfer of appropriations No.35/2000

2226
8116/01

COM(2001) 132 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the Community position in relation to the establishment of a Joint Consultative Committee to be decided on by the Association Council established by
the Europe Agreement between the European Communities and Poland (presented by the Commission).

2227
Brussels 1

COM(2000) 191 final

Communication from the Commission on EU Election Assistance and Observation.

2228
8145/01

COM(2001) 211 final

Communication from the Commission on Conflict Prevention.

2229
European C

Annual Report

European Central Bank Annual Report 2000

2233
8475/01

COM(2001) 169 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 3072/95 on the common organisation of the market in rice.

2234
8193/01

COM(2001) 209 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on the 3rd United Nations Conference on Least Developed Countries.

2236
8155/01

COM(2001) 198 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: "Working together to maintain
momentum". 2001 Review of the Internal Market strategy.

2237
8137/01

COM(2001) 215 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament. Fulfilling the JRC’s mission in the European Research Area.

2238
8089/01

COM(2001) 184 final
VOLUME I/II

Relations with Egypt. Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature of a Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States
and the Arab Republic of Egypt on behalf of the European Community.  Proposal for a Council and Commission Decision on the conclusion of a Euro-Mediterranean Association
Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Arab Republic of Egypt, of the other part - Volume I/II.

2239
8014/01

COM(2001) 188 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on the training and recruitment of seafarers.

2241
7383/01

COM(2001) 173 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the conclusion of a protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and financial contribution provided for in the Agreement between the European
Economic Community and the Islamic  Federal Republic of the Comoros on fishing off the Comoros for the period from 28 February 2001 to 27 February 2004.

2244
8483/01

SEC(2001) 663 final

Preliminary draft supplementary and amending Budget No.3 to the Budget for 2001: Section III - Commission; Section VI - Economic and Social Committee; Section VII - Committee of
the Regions.
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2245
8551/01

COM(2001) 217 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a
Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council relating to special provisions for vehicles used for the carriage of persons comprising more than eight seats in addition to the
driver’s seat, and amending Directives 70/156/EEC and 97/27/EC.

2246
8500/01

COM(2001) 219 final

Fourth Report from the Commission to the Council on the situation in world shipbuilding.

2247
8493/01

COM(2001) 244 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No. 2358/71 on the common organisation of the market in seeds and fixing the aid granted in the seeds sector for the
2002/2003 and 2003/2004  marketing years.

2248
8476/01

COM(2001) 236 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the extension of the International Sugar Agreement, 1992.

2249
8459/01

COM(2001) 223 final

Excise duty on mineral oils. Request for derogation by Belgium (procedure in Article 8(4) of Directive 92/81EEC). Differentiated rate for low-sulphur diesel and unleaded petrol.

2250
8458/01

COM(2001) 238 final

Sixth VAT Directive: Request for derogations submitted by the Kingdom of Spain (Article 27 procedure). Investment gold.

2251
8451/01

COM(2001) 232 final

Monitoring of Article 95 ECSC steel aid cases, Fifteenth Report, May 2001. Report from the Commission.

2252
8436/01

COM(2001) 228 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 2505/96 opening and providing for the administration of autonomous Community tariff quotas for certain agricultural
and industrial products.

2253
8435/01

COM(2001) 227 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 1255/96 temporarily suspending the autonomous common customs tariff duties on certain industrial, agricultural and
fishery products.

2254
8434/01

COM(2001) 243 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a
Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on national emission ceilings for certain pollutants.

2255
8401/01
UEM 60

2000 Annual Report of the European Central Bank

2256
8382/01

COM(2001) 230 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning pre-accession financial assistance for Turkey.

2257
8366/01

COM(2001) 208 final

Interim Report from the Commission on Community activities concerning analysis, research and co-operation in the field of employment.
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2258
8297/01

COM(2001) 213 final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the supplementary supervision of credit institutions, insurance undertakings and investment firms in a financial
conglomerate and amending Council Directives 73/239/EEC, 79/367/EEC, 92/63/EEC, 93/6/EEC and 93/22/EEC, and Directives 98/78/EC and 2000/12/EC of the European Parliament
and of the Council.

2259
8274/01

COM(2001) 222 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a
Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the limitation of emissions of certain pollutants into the air from large combustion plants.

2262
8221/01

COM(2001) 189 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the Community position in relation to the establishment of a Joint Consultative Committee to be decided on by the Association Council established by
the Europe Agreement between the European Communities and the Czech Republic (presented by the Commission).

2263
8179/01

COM(2001) 207 final

Amended proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the Association Council on the participation of Bulgaria in the "Youth" Community action programme
(presented by the Commission pursuant to article 250(2) of the EC Treaty).

2264
8178/01

COM(2001) 206 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by the Community  in the Association Council established by the Europe Agreement between the European Communities and
their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Hungary, of the other part, concerning the improvement of the trade arrangements for processed agricultural products foreseen
in Protocol 3 of the Europe Agreement between the European Communities and the Republic of Hungary (presented by the Commission).

2266
7218/010

COM(2001) 125 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament: Completing the internal energy market. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of
the Council amending Directives 96/92/EC and 98/30/EC concerning common rules for the  internal  market  in electricity and natural gas. Proposal for a Regulation of the European
Parliament and of the Council on conditions for access to the network for cross-border exchanges in electricity.

2267
8272/01

SEC(2001) 667

Commission staff working paper providing additional explanation from the Commission Services on the proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 1267/1999
establishing an Instrument for Structural Policies for Pre-Accession.

2268
8560/01

COM(2001) 231 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament: Building an effective partnership with the United Nations in the fields of Development and
Humanitarian Affairs.

2269
8517/01

COM(2001) 153 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament: "Linking Relief, Rehabilitation and Development - An assessment".

2270
8501/01

COM (2000)  144  final

Special Report No. 2/2001 by the Court of Auditors concerning the management of emergency humanitarian aid for the victims of the Kosovo crisis (ECHO).

2272
8151/01

COM(2001) 240 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of certain aluminium foil  originating in the People’s Republic of China and Russia.

2273
7970/01

COM(2001) 220 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of  urea originating in Russia.

2274
7704/01

COM(2001) 203 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing definitive anti-dumping duties on imports of urea ammonium nitrate solutions originating in Poland.
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2275
7802/01 Ne

Report from the Commission to the Council on the implementation of the transitional measures for the introduction of the Euro in the common agricultural policy.

2276
8603/01

SEC(2001) 688

Commission Staff Working Paper on Clean Air for Europe (CAFE).

2277
8941/01

COM(2001) 241 final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the quality of petrol and diesel fuels and amending Directive 98/70/EC.

2278
8885/01

COM(2001) 226 final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the energy performance of buildings.

2279
8792/01
SOC 187

The Social Protection Committee’s report on the sustainability of pensions.

2280
8792/01 AD

SOC 187

Addendum to cover note: The Social Protection Committee’s report on the sustainability of pensions.

2281
8768/01

COM(2001) 249 final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the conclusion of the fourth amendment to the Montreal Protocol on substances that deplete the ozone layer.

2282
8731/01

COM(2001) 250 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of an Agreement in the form of an exchange of letters between the European Community and the Republic of Argentina pursuant to
Article XXVIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 1994 for the modification of concessions with respect to garlic provided for in Schedule CXL annexed to the GAT.

2283
8730/01

COM(2001) 65 final

Proposal for a Council Decision approving the signing by the Commission of a Cooperation Agreement on thermonuclear fusion between the European Atomic Energy Community
(Euratom) and Kazakhstan.

2285
8602/01

COM(2001) 245 final

Communication from the Commission. The Clean Air for Europe (CAFE) Programme: Towards a Thematic Strategy for Air Quality.

2286
8586/01

COM(2001) 246 final

Proposal for a Council Decision establishing the position to be adopted on behalf of the Community in the International Grains Council.

2287
8212/01

COM(2001) 235

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending the Annex to Council Regulation (EC) No. 2042/2000 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of television camera systems
originating in Japan.

2288
9074/01

COM(2001) 181 final
2001 181 final

Proposal for a Council Directive laying down minimum standards on the reception of applicants for asylum in Member States.
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2289
Brussels 1

COM(2001) 265 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament. EU Strategy towards China: Implementation of the 1998 Communication and Future Steps for a more
Effective EU Policy.

2290
9208/01

COM(2001) 255/2 final

Annual Report 2000 from the Commission on protection of the Communities’ financial interests and the fight against fraud (presented by the Commission),

2291
8993/01

COM(2001) 275 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a
Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 79/373/EEC on the marketing of compound feedingstuffs amending the proposal of the Commission
pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

2292
9207/01

COM(2001) 254 final

Communication from the Commission. Protecting the Communities’ financial interests: Fight against fraud, Action plan for 2001 - 2003.

2293
9069/01

COM(2001) 266 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation supplementing the Annex to Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1107/96 on the registration of geographical indications and designations of origin under
the procedure laid down in Article 17 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2081/92.

2296
8973/01

COM(2001) 253 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC, Euratom, ECSC) No. 259/68 laying down the Staff Regulations of Officials and the Conditions of Employment of Other
Servants of the European Communities.

2297
9087/01

COM(2001) 268 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending for the twentieth time Council Directive 1976/769/EEC relating to restrictions on the
marketing and use of certain dangerous substances and preparations (Short Chain Chlorinated Paraffins).

2298
9037/01

COM(2001) 256 final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of  Council amending for the twenty-third time Council Directive 76/769/EEC relating to restrictions on the marketing and use of
certain dangerous substances and preparations (substances classified as carcinogens, mutagens or substances toxic to reproduction -c/m/r).

2300
8460/01

COM(2001) 267 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 2160/96 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of polyester textured filament yarn originating, inter alia, in
Thailand.

2301
8557/01

SEC(2001) 694 final

Report from the Commission. XXXth Report on competition policy 2000.

2302
9052/01

COM(2001) 277 final

Proposal for a Council Decision providing macro-financial assistance to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

2305
9336/01

COM(2001) 252 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament. The European Union’s role in promoting human rights and democratisation in third countries.

2306
9365/01

COM(2001) 273 final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No. 2027/97 on air carrier liability in the event of accidents (presented by
the Commission pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty).
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2307
9456/01

COM(2001) 260 final

Tax policy in the European Union. Priorities for the years ahead.

2308
9317/01

COM(2001) 145 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 97/24/EC on certain components and characteristics of two-and-three wheel motor
vehicles.

2309
9137/01

COM(2001) 258 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation prohibiting the provision of certain technical assistance to Liberia in order to induce the Government of Liberia to fulfil its obligations in the peace
process in Sierra Leone.

2311
7255/01

COM(2001) 133 final
Volume II

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 92/79/EEC, Directive 92/80/EEC and Directive 95/59/Ec as regards the structure and rates of excise duty applied on manufactured
tobacco.

2315
9678/01

COM(2001) 286 final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on Financial Services. Political Challenges - June 2001 - Fourth Progress Report.

2316
9711/01

COM(2001) 292 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation correcting with effect from 1 July 2000 the remuneration and pensions of officials and other servants of the European Communities.

2317
9455/01 ADD 1

COM(2001) 251 final -
Volume II

Chernobyl Shelter. Proposal for a Council Decision on a second contribution of the European Community to the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development for the Chernobyl
Shelter Fund.

2318
9715/01

COM(2001) 287 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the accession of the European Community to the Codex Alimentarius Commission.

2319
9455/01

COM(2001) 251 final -
Volume I/II

Chernobyl Shelter.  Second Progress Report on the implementation of the Chernobyl Shelter Fund. February 2001. Volume I/II.

2320
9763/01

COM(2001) 281 final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on insider dealing and market manipulation (market abuse).

2321
9690/01

COM(2000) 248 final

"Pericles" programme for the protection of the Euro against counterfeiting.

2324
9813/01

COM(2001) 300 final

Report from the Commission to the Council on the work of the EU/Albania High Level Steering Group, in preparation for the negotiation of a Stabilisation and Association Agreement with
Albania.
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2325
9583/01

SEC(2001) 793 final

Preliminary draft supplementary and amending budget No.4 to the budget for 2001: General statement of revenue - Section III - Commission.

2326
9674/01

COM(2001) 280 final
COD 2001/0117

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the prospectus to be published when securities are offered to the public or admitted to trading.

2328
9675/01

COM(2001) 302 final

Amended proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council adopting a programme of Community action in the field of public health (2001 - 2006).

2329
9543/01

COM(2001) 270 final

Third Report from the Commission on the application in the Member States of Directive 92/3 Euratom of 3 February 1992 on the supervision and control of shipments of radioactive
waste between Member States and into and out of the Community (1996 - 1998).

2330
8865/01

COM(2001) 310 final

Amended proposal for a Council Recommendation on the drinking of alcohol by children and adolescents.

2331
9514/01

COM(2001) 290 final

Proposal for a Council Decision concluding consultations with Cote d’Ivoire under Article 96 of the Cotonou Agreement.

2333
8632/01

DROIPEN 44

Draft Council Framework Decision on the strengthening of the penal framework to prevent the facilitation of unauthorised entry and residence. Draft Council Directive defining the
facilitation of unauthorised entry, movement and residence.

2335
9887/01

COM(2001) 303 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on public access to environmental information (presented by the Commission pursuant to Article 250(2)
of the EC Treaty).

2336
9907/01

COM(2001) 321 final
2000/0142 (COD)

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 76/207/EEC on the implementation of the principle of equal treatment for
men and women as regards access to employment, vocational training and promotion, and working conditions.

2337
9971/01

COM(2001) 330 final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 91/308/EEC on prevention of the use of financial system for the purpose of money
laundering.

2338
9992/01

COM(2001) 289 final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council: Strategy to prepare the candidate countries for accession to the 1987 EC-EFTA Conventions on a
common transit procedure and the simplification of formalities in trade in goods.

2339
9996/01

COM(2001) 323 final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament on research activities in Europe related to Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies.
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2340
9858/01

COM(2001) 279 final
2001/0122, 123, 124,

125, 126

Proposals for Councils Decisions. Concerning the specific programmes implementing the Framework Programme 2002 - 2006 of the European Community for research, technological
development and demonstration activities. Concerning the specific programmes implementing the Framework Programme 2002 - 2006 of the European Atomic Energy Community for
research and training activities.

2341
9053/01

COM(2001) 288 final

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and to the Council on the implementation of macro-financial assistance to third countries in 2000.

2342
9923/01

COM(2001) 315 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on waste electrical and electronic equipment.

2343
9922/01

COM(2001) 317 final

Amended proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a list of priority substances in the field of water policy.

2344
9808/01

COM(2001) 297 final

Proposal for a Council Decision granting a Community guarantee to the European Investment Bank against losses under a special lending action for selected environmental projects in
the Baltic Sea basin of Russia under the Northern Dimension.

2345
9851/01

COM(2001) 282 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament: The Framework Programme and the European Research Area - application of Article 169 and the
networking of national programmes.

2346
9766/01

COM(2001) 324 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2)(c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a
Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 95/53/EC fixing the principles governing the organisation of officials inspections in the field of animal
nutrition and Directives 70/524/EEC, 96/25/EC on animal nutrition, amending the Commission proposal pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

2347
Brussels 1

SEC(2001) 949 final

Preliminary Draft General Budget of the European Communities for the financial year 2002: General Introduction/Political Presentation.

2348
9750/01

COPEN 26

Communication from the Kingdom of  Sweden: Initiative of the Kingdom of  Sweden for the adoption by the Council of a draft Decision determining which provisions of the 1995
Convention on simplified extradition procedure between the Member States of the European Union and of the 1996 Convention relating to extradition  between the Member States of the
European Union constitute developments of the Schengen acquis in accordance with the Agreement concerning the Republic of Iceland’s and the Kingdom of Norway’s association with
the implementation, application and development of the  Schengen acquis.

2349
9979/01

COM(2001) 319 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EC) No.577/98 on the organisation of a labour force sample survey in the
Community.

2350
Brussels 0

PE-CONS 3629/01

Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on company law concerning takeover bids.

2351
9844/01

SIS 56, SCHENGEN
1, COMIX 438

Initiative of the Kingdom of Belgium and of the Kingdom of Sweden with a view to the adoption of a Council Regulation on the development of the second generation Schengen
Information System (SIS II).
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2352
9845/01

SIS 57, SCHENGEN
2, COMIX 439

Initiative of the Kingdom of Belgium and of the Kingdom of Sweden with a view to the adoption of a Council Decision on the development of the second generation Schengen Information
System (SIS II).

2353
9846/01

SIS 58, SCHENGEN
3, CPMIX 440

Initiatives of the Kingdom of Belgium and of the Kingdom of Sweden with a view to adopting   a Council Regulation  and a Council Decision on the development of  SIS II. Explanatory
Memorandum, Financial Statement.

2354
10143/01

COM(2001) 316 final

Amended proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the restriction on the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment.

2355
10119/01

COM(2001) 338 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2), third paragraph, point (c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position regarding
the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 94/57/EC on common rules and standards for ship inspection and survey
organisations and for the relevant activities of maritime administrations.

2356
10202/01

COM(2001) 331 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2), third paragraph, point (c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position regarding
the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 95/21/EC concerning the enforcement, in respect of shipping using Community
ports and sailing in the waters under the jurisdiction of the Member States, of international standards for ship safety, pollution prevention and shipboard living and working conditions (
port State control).

2357
10202/01

COM(2001) 331 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament. A mobility strategy for the European Research Area.

2358
10216/01

COM(2001) 293 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation applying a scheme of generalised tariff preferences for the period 1 January 2002 to 31 December 2004.

2360
10267/01

COM(2001) 332 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 1493/1999 on the common organisation of the market in wine.

2362
9326/01

ECOFIN 152

Council Recommendation of 15 June 2001 on the broad guidelines of the economic policies of the Member States and the Community.

2365
10196/01

COM(2001) 345 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down transitional measures to permit the change-over to Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council (EC) No 999/2001 laying
down rules for the prevention, control and eradication of certain transmissible spongiform encephalopathies, and amending Annexes VII and XI of that Regulation.

2368
10361/01

COM(2001) 333 final
Volume I/II

Communication from the Commission on a Community strategy against antimicrobial resistance: Proposal for a Council Recommendation on the prudent use of antimicrobial agents in
human medicine. Volume I/II.

2369
10184/01

COM(2001) 283 final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States relating to the
advertising and sponsorship of tobacco products.
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2370
10288/01

COM(2001) 335 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EEC) No. 95/93 of 18 January 1993 on common rules for the allocation of slots
at Community airports.

2371
10158/01

COM(2001) 328 final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European parliament and of the council amending Council Regulation (EC) No. 2223/96 on the reclassification of settlements under swap
arrangements and under forward rate agreements.

2372
8981/01

COM(2001) 261 final

Excise duties on mineral oils. Derogation requested by Denmark (Procedure under Article 8(4) of the Directive 92/81 EEC). Differentiated rate of excise duty for petrol.

2373
10307/01

COM(2001) 313 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions:  Employment and social policies:
a framework for investigating in quality.

2374
10298/01

COM(2001) 305 final

Annual Report from the Commission on the Guarantee Fund and its management in 2000.

2375
10251/01

COM(2001) 336 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the establishment of the GALILEO Joint Undertaking.

2376
10197/01

COM(2001) 329 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the total amount of Community aid for the eradication of classical swine fever in the Netherlands in 1998.

2377
10366/01

COM(2001) 344 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending, for the benefit of European parliamentary assistants, Council Regulation (EEC) No. 1408/71 on the
application of social security schemes to employed persons, self-employed persons and to members of their families moving within the Community, and Council Regulation (EEC) No.
574/72 laying down the procedure for implementing Regulation (EEC) No. 1408/71.

2378
10672/01

COM(2001) 362 final

Supporting national strategies for safe and sustainable pensions through an integrated approach.

2388
10534/01

COM(2001) 327 final

Commission Report on the application of the Community rules for State aid to the coal industry in 2000.

2390
10519/01

COM(2001) 356 final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Decision 2000/24/EC so as to extend the Community guarantee to the European Investment Bank to cover loans for projects in the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia.

2391
10521/01

COM(2001) 361 final

Report from the Commission to the Council on the exemption of Romanian citizens from visa requirement.

2392
10162/01

COM(2001) 291 final

Communication from the Commission. Contribution to the World Conference against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (Durban, South Africa, 31 August -
7 September 2001).
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2393
10272/01

COM(2001) 343 final
2001/0011 (CNS)

Amended proposal for a Council Regulation on the statute and financing of European political parties.

2394
10515/01

COM(2001) 347 final

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising France to extend the application of a reduced rate of excise duty on "traditional" rum produced in ite overseas departments.

2395
10252/01

COM(2001) 334 final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European parliament and of the Council amending the Regulation (EC) No. 685/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 April 2001 in
order to foresee for the distribution of authorisations among Member States received through the Agreement between the European Community and Romania establishing certain
conditions for the carriage of goods by road and the promotion of Combined Transport.

2396
9711/1/01 REV 1

COM(2001)292 final/2

Proposal for a Council Regulation correcting with effect from 1 July 2000 the remuneration and pensions of officials and other servants of the European Communities.

2397
10495/01

COM(2001) 355 final

Commission communication to the Council and the European Parliament: Public finances in EMU - 2001.

2398
10546/01 ADD 1

COM(2001) 318 final
VOLUME II / II

Proposal for a Directive of the European  Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 92/6/EEC on the installation and use of sped limitation devices for certain categories
of motor vehicles in the Community.

2399
10361/01 ADD 1

COM(2001) 333 final
VOLUME II / II

Communication from the Commission on a Community strategy against antimicrobial resistance; Proposal for a Council Recommendation on the prudent use of antimicrobial agents in
human medicine.

2401
10301/01

COM(2001) 262 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on the implementation of the Community strategy for Endocrine Disrupters - a range of substances
suspected of interfering with the hormone systems of humans and wildlife (COM (1999) 706).

2402
10373/01

COM(2001) 346 final

Communication from the Commission: The International dimension of the European Research Areas.

2403
10371/01

COM(2001) 337 final
VOLUME I / II

Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on the experience gained in the application of Council Decision 97/872 of 16 December 1997 on the action
programme promoting the European non-governmental organisations primarily active in the field of environmental protection.

2404
10495/01 ADD 1
SEC(2001) 1093

Commission staff working paper: Public Finances in EMU - 2001

2405
9996/01 ADD 1
SEC(2001) 971

Commission Staff Working Paper: Inventory of national research activities in transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs) in Europe.
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2407
10788/01

COM(2001) 257 final

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive on the right of citizens of the Union and their family members to move and reside freely within the territory of the Member
States.

2408
10667/01

COM(2001) 369 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on access to, and interconnection of, electronic communications networks and associated facilities.

2409
10639/01

COM(2001) 340 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion, on behalf of the European Community, of an Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the European Community and
the Republic of Estonia amending Protocol 1 of the Europe Agreement and on its provisional application pending its entry into force.

2419
10494/01

COM(2001) 195 final

Amended proposal for a Council Directive on the marketing of seed oil and fibre plants (codified version).

2420
10493/01

COM(2001) 192 final

Amended proposal for a Council Directive on the marketing of seed potatoes (codified version).

2421
10767/01

COM(2001) 374 final

Report from the Commission to the budgetary authority on guarantees covered by the general budget - situation at 31 December 2000.

2422
10374/01

COM(2001) 367 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty and collecting definitively the provisional duty imposed on imports of integrated electronic compact fluorescent
lamps (CFL-I) originating in the People’s Republic of China.

2423
10348/01

COM(2001) 353 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No. 772/1999 imposing definitive anti-dumping and countervailing duties on imports of farmed Atlantic salmon originating in
Norway.

2425
10773/01

COM(2001) 379 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the measures that may be taken by the Community following a report adopted by the WTO Dispute Settlement Body concerning anti-dumping and
anti-subsidy measures.

2426
10865/01

COM(2001) 388 final

Proposal for a Council Directive relating to the conditions in which third-country nationals shall have the freedom to travel in the territory of the member States for a period not exceeding
three months, introducing a specific travel authorisation and determining the conditions of entry and movement for periods not exceeding six months.

2427
10668/01

COM(2001) 380 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on a common regulatory framework for electronic communications networks and services.

2428
10492/01

COM(2001) 191 final

Amended proposal for a Council Directive on the common catalogue of varieties of agricultural plant species (codified version).

2429
9650/01

COM(2001) 351 final

Communication from the Commission on the application of the general principles of free movement of goods and services - Article 28 and 49 EC concerning the use of satellite dishes.



SIFT/SCRUTINY RECOMMENDATION NOTE

NO FURTHER ACTION

SP/EC REFS DOCUMENT TITLE

18

2430
10460/01

COM(2001) 194 final

Amended proposal for a Council Directive on the marketing of vegetable seed (codified version).

2431
10633/01

COM(2001) 196 final

Amended proposal for a Council Directive on the marketing of cereal seed (codified version).

2432
10673/01

COM(2001) 373 final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EEC) No. 881/92 on access to the market in the carriage of goods by road
within the Community to and from the territory of a Member State or passing across the territory of one or more Member States as regards a uniform Driver Attestation.

2433
10676/01

COM(2001) 372 final

Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the authorisation of electronic communications networks and services.

2434
10553/01

COM(2001) 375 final

Opinion of the Commission pursuant to Article 251(2), third subparagraph, point (c) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position
regarding the proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a programme of Community action to encourage cooperation between Member States
to combat social exclusion - amending the proposal of the Commission pursuant to Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.

2435
10576/01

COM(2001) 295 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament: Programme of Action for the mainstreaming of gender equality in Community Development Co-
operation.

2436
10991/01

COM(2001) 392 final

Proposal for a Council Decision relating to the conclusion of an Agreement between the European Community and the Slovak Republic concerning fishery products, in the form of an
additional Protocol completing the Europe Agreement establishing an association between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Slovak
Republic, of the other part.

2437
10992/01

COM(2001) 393 final

Proposal for a Council Decision relating to the conclusion of an Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of Hungary concerning fishery products, in the form of an
additional Protocol completing the Europe Agreement establishing an association between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the   Republic of
Hungary, of the other part.

2438
10882/01

COM(2001) 368 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position taken by the Community in the Association Council established by the Europe Agreement between the European Community and their
Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Bulgaria, of the other part, concerning the improvement of the trade arrangements for processed agricultural products foreseen in
Protocol 3 of the Europe Agreement between the European Communities and the Republic of Bulgaria.

2439
10679/01

COM(2001) 378 final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on the results of the
programming of the Structural Funds for 2000-2006 (Objective 1).

2440
10993/01

COM(2001) 394 final

Proposal for a Council Decision relating to the conclusion of an Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of Poland concerning fishery products, in the form of an
additional Protocol completing the Europe Agreement establishing an association between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the   Republic of
Poland, of the other part.

2441
10994/01

COM(2001) 395 final

Proposal for a Council Decision relating to the conclusion of an Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of Slovenia concerning fishery products, in the form of
an additional Protocol completing the Europe Agreement establishing an association between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the   Republic of
Slovenia, of the other part.

2442
11022/01

COM(2001) 358 final
COD 2000/0021

Opinion of the Commission on the Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position regarding the proposal for  a recommendation of the European Parliament and of the
Council on mobility within the Community for students, persons undergoing training, young volunteers, teachers and trainers, amending the proposal of the Commission pursuant to
Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty.
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2443
10995/01

COM(2001) 396 final

Proposal for a Council Decision relating to the conclusion of an Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of Estonia concerning fishery products, in the form of an
additional Protocol completing the Europe Agreement establishing an association between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the   Republic of
Estonia, of the other part.

2444
9613/01

COM(2001) 312 final
COD 1998/0277

Opinion of the Commission pursuant ot Article 251(2) of the EC Treaty, on the European Parliament’s amendments to the Council’s common position regarding the proposal for a
Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council relating to heating systems for motor vehicles and their trailers, amending Council Directive 1970/156/EEC and repealing
Council Directive 1978/548/EEC.

2445
10711/01

COM(2001) 360 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning providing detailed rules for the application of Article 12(2) of the Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the European
Economic Community and the Principality of Andorra.

2446
10679/01 ADD 1
SEC(2001) 1140

The results of the programming of the Structural Funds for 2000-2006 (Objective 1). Commission staff working paper.

2447
10846/01

COM(2000) 193 final

Amended proposal for  a Council Directive on the marketing of fodder plant seed (codified version).

2448
10621/01

COM(2001) 177 final

Amended proposal for  a Council Directive on the marketing of beet seed (codified version).

2449
10917/01

COM(2001) 365 final

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: Tempus (Phare and Tacis) - Annual
Report 1999.

2450
10864/01

COM(2001) 371 final

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the signature of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European Communities and its Member States and the Republic of
Croatia on behalf of the European Community.  Proposal for a Council and Commission Decision concerning the conclusion of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the
European Communities and their  Member States, of the one part,  and the Republic of Croatia, of the other part.

2451
10465/01

COM(2001) 382 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation terminating the interim review and amending the definitive anti-dumping duty imposed by Council Regulation (EC) No. 423/97 on imports of gas-fuelled
non-refillable pocket flint lighters originating, inter alia, in Thailand insofar as the applicant is concerned.

2235
8187/01

COM(2001) 210 final

Proposal for a Council Decision on the adoption of the position of the Community within the ACP/EC Council of Ministers regarding the settlement of all ACP HIPC LDC’s special loans
remaining after full application of HIPC debt alleviation mechanisms.

2327
9086/01

COM(2001) 233 final

Communication from the Commission to the Court of Auditors, the European Parliament and the Council concerning balance sheets and accounts of the 6th , 7th and 8th European
Development Funds for the financial year 2000.

2359
10248/01

COM(2001) 306 final

Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down the weightings applicable from 1 January 2001 to the remuneration of officials of the European Communities serving in third countries.

2361
9961/01

CRIMORG 65

Communication from the Kingdom of Sweden. Initiative of the Kingdom of Sweden for the adoption by the Council of a Framework Decision amending Council framework Decision
2000/383/JHA of 29 May 2000 on increasing protection by criminal penalties and other sanctions against counterfeiting in connection with the introduction of the Euro.
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2363
10076/01

COPEN 29

Draft Protocol to the 2000 Convention on mutual assistance in criminal matters between the Member States of the European Union.

2313
8716/1/01
COPEN 21

Draft Protocol to the 2000 Convention on mutual assistance in criminal matters between the Member States of the European Union.

2314
9400/01

COPEN 24

Draft Protocol to the 2000 Convention on mutual assistance in criminal matters between the Member States of the European Union.
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1.        This document

This document prepared by the Clerk to the European Committee, Stephen Imrie (tel
85234), contains copies of the correspondence issued by the Committee in relation
to documents identified as requiring further information or clarification of issues by
the European Committee from previous meetings. It also contains, where available
at the time of printing, the response of the relevant Scottish Executive department.

The purpose of publishing this regular series of documents is to increase the
transparency of the scrutiny process undertaken by the European Committee
regarding proposals for EC/EU legislation.  These correspondence reports are
supplemented by the publication of the Committee’s formal reports into scrutiny
(published on a twice-yearly basis).

2. Contents

SP Reference
Number

EC/EU Reference
Number

Title Page Number

1842 COM(2000) 841 Final Proposal for a Council Regulation
amending Regulation (EC) No
1259/1999 establishing common
rules for direct support schemes
under the common agricultural
policy

1

Stephen Imrie
Clerk to the European Committee

15 August 2001
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SP 1842, COM(2000) 841 

Request for more information from the Committee

Following the Committee’s meeting of the 19 June, additional information was
requested from the Scottish Executive as follows.

The Committee noted that the SCN points out that implementing the scheme is
optional for the Member States and in regions within Member States, but that no
decisions had been taken as to whether the proposed scheme should be
implemented in Scotland. Now that the Regulation has been adopted, decisions will
have to be made in this respect and the Committee would like to be kept informed of
these. The Committee asked the Executive if this would be possible.

As to whether payments under this scheme would or not be subject to modulation,
the SCN indicates that “discussions are still on going, but seem to point towards
modulation”. The Committee asked the Executive to be kept informed of the decision
in this area and of any implications to the budget for the Rural Development Plan. 

The Committee noted that the Executive, like MAFF, was not convinced that under
the original proposal the scheme would reduce the administrative burdens for
administrations or for farmers. Now that the Regulation has been adopted we asked
if these concerns had been alleviated or exacerbated

Finally, the SCN pointed to concerns expressed during the consultation exercise with
regard to the lack of environmental conditions attached to the maintenance of land.
The Committee wished to know whether the Regulation now addressed these
concerns since the Community institutions are, by virtue of Article 6 EC, under a duty
to integrate environmental protection requirements into the definition of Community
policies and activities.

Response from the Scottish Executive

The information you require, in the order of your request, is as follows:-

1. The Executive will keep you informed of the decision as to whether the proposed
scheme will be implemented in Scotland. The decision has still to be taken.  This
will depend on agreement to the detailed rules on implementation.  These rules -
which determine the complexity of the arrangements required to operate any
Scheme - are currently being considered by the EU Commission in the Working
Group on Simplification of Agricultural Legislation; the aim is to have an agreed
set of rules set out in a Commission Regulation by this autumn.

2. The Council Regulation includes provision for Member States to apply modulation
to the simplified scheme.  If a scheme is introduced in Scotland modulation will
almost certainly be applied.
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3. The Council Regulation sets out the framework for the Scheme. The Commission
Regulation laying down the detailed rules for implementation will determine the
simplicity or otherwise of the scheme.  These rules are now the subject of
discussion.  It is therefore too early to say whether the administrative burdens for
administrations and farmers are likely to be  alleviated or exacerbated. 

 
4. The Council Regulation requires that applicants undertake to maintain any land

entered into the scheme in good agricultural condition.  The definition of good
agricultural condition is left to Member States, though there is a requirement that
the environment is fully protected.  The details of any such requirements have yet
to be determined.  

CAP Management Division
Environment and Rural Affairs Department


	Convener's Rec - Conv Report.pdf
	Hugh Henry MSP


