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Welcome    Editorial

Welcome to Issue 10 of Europe Matters, the electronic
newsletter of the Scottish Parliament’s European
Committee. Since our previous edition, the Committee
has organised two significant events – a major civic
participation event, the Scottish Parliament Convention
on the Future of Europe, and an important meeting with
our sister committees from the Parliaments of Catalonia

and Flanders, where NORPEC, the Network of Regional Parliamentary
European Committees, was created.

The Convention allowed people the length and breadth of Scotland – and
across all age groups – the chance to debate in the Parliament’s Chamber
their thoughts about the direction the European Union is heading and the
challenges it faces as it moves towards enlargement. Far from being a
“talking shop” the views expressed fed directly into the Committee’s follow
up to its earlier Report on the Future of Europe.

NORPEC, is a first step towards the various “European Committees” in
‘regional’ parliaments throughout the EU working more closely together.
Our excellent links with our parliamentary colleagues in Catalonia and
Flanders meant they were ideal partners to make these first more formal
links with.

Towards the close of the year, the Committee also finalised one inquiry
and began work on another. Following work by my colleagues Helen
Eadie and Ben Wallace who acted as Reporters for the Committee, we
published a Report into Scotland's representation in the European
Union –this will be of value to everyone who has an interest in Scotland
and the EU and I hope it will lead to a distinct presence for the Scottish
Parliament in Brussels.

The Committee also began its detailed work on its inquiry, Europe’s
Employment Strategy and Corporate Social Responsibility: an
Inquiry into the Scottish Model, and will be hearing oral evidence from a
number of witnesses over the coming weeks.

I hope you enjoy this issue of Europe Matters and as always, invite you to
contact us about any issue that you think we should be discussing.

Irene Oldfather MSP, Convener



All the news   Future of Europe – Scots “have their say”

On 16 September, over 120
delegates from throughout
Scotland met in the Chamber
of the Scottish Parliament
having answered the
European Committee’s call to
“have their say” on the future
on Europe. This event
attracted people from all parts
of Scotland and all age
groups. Delegates were not
just drawn from the world of

politics but included representatives from the business community, trades
unions, academia, schools, the voluntary sector and churches.

Among the keynote speakers who attended were a number of the UK
representatives to the Convention on the Future of Europe in Brussels-
Gisela Stuart MP, David Heathcoat-Amery MP, Sir Neil McCormick MEP,
Andrew Duff MEP and Councillor Keith Brown.

Although a number of issues were raised the delegates considered three
key questions on the day:

i) What should the European Union do and what should nation states or
regions do? 
ii) How should the European Union be reformed? 
iii) Where does Scotland fit in and how should our institutions work with
the European Union? 

The intention of the meeting was to actively listen to the views of a cross
section of Scottish society and to feed these opinions into the Committee’s
follow up report into the Future of Europe debate.

Along with contributions to the Committee’s interactive internet forum,
written submissions from the public and the views expressed by the
school pupils who attend the Committee’s Europe Day event in May, these
views were incorporated into the Committee Report published in early
December:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eur02-06-
01.htm



  NORPEC – European Committees working together
  in Scotland, Flanders and Catalonia

The European Committee were
delighted to welcome their
counterparts from the Parliament’s of
Catalonia and Flanders to Edinburgh
(6-7 November) to launch NORPEC –
the Network of Regional
Parliamnetary European Committees.

NORPEC aims to be a forum for the
Committees to work closely together
and to share ideas and experiences.

Looking ahead, the Committees would like the network to be extended to
include the European Committees within other EU regions with broadly
similar legislative powers.

Those present at the Edinburgh meeting agreed as a first step, the three
Committees should produce a Common submission to the Convention on
the Future of Europe – this will be followed by working together in other
areas of common interest.

  Scotland’s Representation in Brussels – Committee
  Report published

The European Committee, led by its two Reporters Ben Wallace and
Helen Eadie have been examining Scotland’s various representatives at
the heart of the EU, to see who they are, what they do and if there are any
ways their role can be enhanced.

As well as receiving written submissions, the Committee heard oral
evidence from representatives from the Scottish Council for Development
and Industry, Scotland Europa, CoSLA, the University of Dundee and the
Scottish Executive’s European Union Office. Ben and Helen also travelled
to Brussels where they met with the representatives from the Laender of
Bremen in Germany, the Yorkshire and Humberside European Office, the
UK National Parliament’s Representative to the EU and the UKRep (the
UK’s Permanent Representation to the EU).

The Report was published at the end of November 2002, with one central
conclusion being the call for a distinct presence for the Scottish Parliament
itself to be based in Brussels.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eur02-05-
01.htm



   Employment Inquiry Launched

The European Committee’s new Inquiry, “Europe’s Employment
Strategy and Corporate Social Responsibility: an Inquiry into the
Scottish Model” is now well under way.

Over its meetings in January the Committee will continue to take evidence
from a number of key players with an interest in this area. The Committee
aims to have its report published shortly after this, before the dissolution of
Parliament in late March.

If you want copies of the various papers for these meetings and updates
of progress of the inquiry, please contact David Simpson (Assistant Clerk)
to be attend to the Committee’s mailing list.

  Minister gives evidence ahead of Council meeting

With concerns about Common Fisheries Policy reform so prominent, Ross
Finnie MSP the Minister for Environment and Rural Affairs, became the
first Scottish Minister to brief the Committee - in public -  in advance of a
European Council of Ministers meeting.

This is a result of an agreement made with our colleagues in the Scottish
Executive allowing more openess and transparency in dealing with such
key matters. The Minister’s evidence at the meeting (8 October) can be
found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eu02-
1202.htm#Col1683

   Greek Presidency of the EU – Ambassador’s
   briefing rescheduled

The Greek Ambassador to the UK has agreed to follow his counterparts
from France, Sweden, Belgium and Denmark by agreeing to speak to a
public meeting at the Scottish Parliament on his nation’s plans and
priorities on assuming the Presidency of the EU.

The meeting with His Excellency was originally scheduled to  take place at
the Scottish Parliament in December. However, due to unforeseen
circumstances this was postponed and will be rescheduled for
January/February. If you wish to attend this, please contact David
Simpson (Assistant Clerk) at the Committee.



Committee
reports

   New Reports

4th Report 2002, The Annual Report of the European Committee for the
Parliamentary Year 12 May 2001 to 11 May 2002 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eur02-04-
01.htm

5th Report 2002, An Inquiry into Scotland's Representation in the
European Union

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eur02-05-
01.htm

6th Report 2002, Report on the Future of Europe

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eur02-06-
01.htm

Other documents – search our Committee Website

All other reports, documents, minutes and official reports (verbatim record)
for the Committee can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm

Meetings in the Scottish Parliament (including those of the European
Committee) are now routinely broadcast on the Web at: 

http://www.scottishparliamentlive.com

Dates for
your diary

 
    January

6th Parliament Resumes after Christmas Recess
14th Committee Meeting (to be confirmed)
28th Committee Meeting (to be confirmed)

February

11th Committee Meeting (to be confirmed)

March

4th Committee Meeting (to be confirmed)
25th Committee Meeting (to be confirmed)



Who’s who     The Committee’s membership (as at 1/4/02) is as follows:

Irene Oldfather (Convener)
Dennis Canavan
Colin Campbell
Helen Eadie
John Home Robertson (Deputy Convener)

The Committee now has 2 substitute members:

Tavish Scott MSP and Dr Winnie Ewing MSP

Sarah Boyack
Nora Radcliffe
Lloyd Quinan
Ben Wallace

Clerk: Stephen Imrie
Assistant Clerk: David Simpson
Clerk Team Support Officer: Nick Hawthorne
Legal Advisor: Christine Boch (Legal Office)
Europe Researcher: Aileen McLeod (SPICe)

If you would like more information on the work of the Committee, then please contact us:

Irene Oldfather MSP
c/o Stephen Imrie, Clerk to the European Committee
Room 5.15/5.16 PHQ, Scottish Parliament, George IV Bridge
Edinburgh EH99 1SP
Tel: 0131 348 5234, Fax: 0131 348 5088,
E-mail: europe@scottish.parliament.uk

We your views on Europe Matters and how you feel it could be improved. Please E
Mail your comments to David Simpson at:

europe@scottish.parliament.uk

alternatively, you can write to David at, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99
1SP or telephone 0131 348 5226.

David also maintains a database of contacts for the Committee to which he sends
Committee news links to Official Reports and Minutes of the Committee as soon as they
go on the Web. Please contact him if you wish to be added to this.

If you require any information on the Scottish Parliament or on any other committee, the
you can contact the Parliament via:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk
Tel: 0131 348 5000 or E-mail: sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk

Webcasts from rhe Scottish Parliament are regularly broadcast on:
http://www.scottishparliamentlive.com


