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Welcome    Editorial

Welcome to the 6th issue of Europe Matters – the
electronic newsletter of the Scottish Parliament’s
European Committee. Since I last wrote, the
Committee has been extremely busy. As well as
carrying out our usual role of carefully scrutinising
European documentation, we have among other
things:

•  Produced reports on subjects as diverse as Structural Funds, Scottish
Aquaculture and Football Transfers

•  Met Commissioners Franz Fischler, Michel Barnier and Anna
Diamantopoulou on their visits to Scotland

•  Met the Ambassadors of Sweden and Germany
•  Forged links with the Committees responsible for European issues in

Westminster, Wales and Northern Ireland
•  Attended the inaugural meeting of the Scottish Executive’s European

Structural Funds Forum
•  Began laying the groundwork for two major Committee Inquiries. Firstly

on the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy and secondly on what
the EU means to the people of Scotland

•  Called for evidence on the issue of Structural Funds applications

There have also been changes in the make up of the Committee. We say
goodbye to Allan Wilson and Tavish Scott - who have been promoted to
positions in the Scottish Executive.  Also, Bruce Crawford, who will now be
the SNP’s Transport Spokesperson and Dr Winnie Ewing who is taking up
a position on the important Public Petitions Committee. I thank them for all
their hard work on the committee and wish them well.

As a consequence, we also welcome two new members from the SNP,
Lloyd Quinan and Richard Lochhead.

Finally, on behalf of the Committee and myself, have a merry Christmas
and a happy New Year!

Hugh Henry MSP



All the news    Funds, Football, Fish-farming - Committee issues 3
   major reports

We have recently published three major reports demonstrating the unique
diversity of our remit.

European Structural Funds and their implementation in Scotland.
The comprehensive findings of this major Inquiry, launched in the spring of
2000, were published in November. The report in full can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-00/eur00-06-
01.htm

A very technical and complex topic, we are grateful to Professor John
Bachtler (Strathclyde University) for his assistance with this. Evidence was
heard from a wide range of individuals and bodies before our unanimous
conclusion was reached. The response of the Scottish Executive to our
findings will be published in the New Year.

Football transfer fees and the position of the European Commission.
With “Bosman II” on the horizon, we agreed it was vital that the perceived
threat posed to our national game by the abolition of transfer fees was
looked at. Evidence was heard from representatives not only of the
game’s administrators (Scottish Football Association, Scottish Football
League and Scottish Premier League), but also the players (Scottish
Professional Footballers Association) and the fans (Scottish Football
Supporters Association). A short, sharp Inquiry was undertaken to enable
us to make any submissions to the European Commission in time. The
result was our report which can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-00/eur00-05-
01.htm

The impact of the diseases ISA and VHS on the Scottish Aquaculture
Industry. After considering evidence gathered by Committee Reporter
Maureen Macmillan, a Committee Report on this important topic for the
economy of rural Scotland has now been published. This report is at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-00/eur00-07-
01.htm
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   Senior European Commissioner’s Visit Scotland

Three of the most senior European Commissioners visited Scotland
recently and members of the Committee met them all.

During the middle of September, Michel Barnier, Commissioner for
Regional Policy visited Scotland to sign off the Highlands and Islands
Structural Funds plan (one of the first pieces of Scottish Executive action
the Committee scrutinised in 1999).  He was met by many of the
Committee including the Convener.

Deputy Convener, Cathy Jamieson, met with the Employment and Social
Affairs Commissioner Anna Diamantopoulou in Edinburgh in October.

Finally, in November, the Committee as a whole met Agriculture
Commissioner, Franz Fischler who was visiting the Scottish Parliament –
the Committee took advantage of this unique opportunity to question Herr
Fischler on various aspects of European agricultural and fisheries policy
and how they impact on Scotland.

All of these visits show how much importance this key European institution
places on Scotland’s new parliament and all proved useful occasions for
us to discuss issues with them directly.

   Diplomatic Calls – Meeting the Ambassadors of
   Germany and Sweden

Two Ambassadors to the UK also called on us recently.

We had the pleasure recently of meeting the new German Ambassador,
H.E. Dr Hans-Friedrich von Ploetz, who was visiting Scotland shortly after
taking up his new position in October.

Then, on 7 December, Sweden’s
Ambassador, H.E. Mats Bergqvist accepted
our invitation to address the Committee,
other MSPs and interested parties on
Sweden priorities for her forthcoming
Presidency of the EU. This proved most
informative. We hope to be able to repeat similar exercises with each new
change of Presidency. The Swedish Presidency Website is now online at

http://www.eu2001.se/

http://www.eu2001.se/


   Hands across the UK – linking with our
   counterparts in London, Cardiff and Belfast

Although we already have very good working
relations with our equivalent Committees in
the Houses of Commons and the Lords, the
National Assembly for Wales and the
Northern Ireland Assembly – we believe we
can work closer still. Accordingly we initiated
a forum of the chairs of each of these
“European Affairs” Committees.

The inaugural
meeting of the
“European Chairs
– UK” Group (EC-

UK) took place at the offices of Strathclyde
European Partnership in Glasgow on 3
November. This proved a highly worthwhile,
productive exercise. We are indebted to Laurie
Russell and his team at Strathclyde European
Partnership for their assistance and for acting
as host.

http://www.wsep.co.uk

Anyone wishing to see the minutes of the meeting should contact David
Simpson – david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk (0131 348 5226). The
next meeting of EC-UK will hopefully take place in Belfast, Spring 2001.

(Photos – reproduced with the kind agreement of Inter//media)

   Executive launch Scottish European Structural
   Funds Forum:

On 9 October, Hugh Henry attended the launch of this important initiative
by the Scottish Executive. This Forum allows the major players in
Scotland to discuss issues in relation to Structural Funds in Scotland. The
minutes of the meeting are at:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/esf/sesff_001009-00.asp
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   New Inquiries for 2001

New Inquiry - Reform of the Common Fisheries Policy:

On 28 November, we agreed its terms of reference for an Inquiry –
‘Options for reforming the Common Fisheries Policy: a Scottish
Perspective’ – this Inquiry will look at the ongoing review of the CFP, and
seek to make a report to the parliament detailing our input to the
European institutions from a Scottish perspective. For full details, see our
News Release at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/whats_happening/news-00/ceu00-033.htm

all submissions to this Inquiry are welcomed.

Future Inquiry – Scotland’s Role in the EU:

We also wish to contribute to the debate on EU Governance. As such we
will – during the middle of next year – launch an Inquiry looking at this
issue from a Scottish perspective, looking at Scotland’s status in the
European decision making process, and the impact of subsidiarity and the
enlargement process on Scotland. Again, submissions from interested
parties are welcomed in due course. Terms of reference will be published
shortly.

Committee
reports

   New Reports

•  5th Report 2000: Report into football transfer fees and the position of
the European Commission

•  6th Report 2000: Report into European Structural Funds and their
implementation in Scotland

•  7th Report 2000: Report into ISA and VHS fish diseases in Scotland

Other documents – search our Committee Website

All other reports, documents, minutes and official reports (verbatim record)
for the Committee can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/whats_happening/news-00/ceu00-033.htm
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Dates for
your diary

   January

16th European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh, to be confirmed
30th European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh, to be confirmed

Who’s who     The committee’s membership (as at 18/12/00) is as follows:

Hugh Henry (Convener)
Dennis Canavan
Sylvia Jackson
Richard Lochhead
Cathy Jamieson (Deputy Convener)
Margo MacDonald

Maureen Macmillan
David Mundell
Irene Oldfather
Lloyd Quinan
Ben Wallace

Clerk: Stephen Imrie
Assistant Clerk: David Simpson
Admin Assistant: Franck David
Legal Advisor: Christine Boch

If you would like more information on the work of the Committee, then please contact us
at:

Hugh Henry MSP
c/o Stephen Imrie

Clerk to the European Committee
Room 3.11 Committee Chambers

Scottish Parliament, George IV Bridge
Edinburgh EH99 1SP

Tel: 0131 348 5234, Fax: 0131 348 5600, E-mail:
Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk

As Europe Matters is still a relatively new venture, we really appreciate your views
on it and how you feel it could be improved. Please E Mail your comments to David
Simpson at:

david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk

alternatively, you can write to David at, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP or
telephone 0131 348 5226.

David also maintains a database of contacts for the Committee to which he sends
links to Official Reports and Minutes of the Committee as soon as they go on the Web.
Please contact him if you wish to be added to this.

If you require any information on the Scottish Parliament or on any other committee, the
you can contact the Parliament via:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk
Tel: 0131 348 5000 or E-mail: sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk
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