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Welcome to the first edition of Europe Matters, the
electronic newsletter of the Scottish Parliament’s
European Committee.

One of the guiding principals of the Scottish
Parliament is that of openess, transparency and
accessibility. It is within this context that Europe
Matters has been produced and sent to you. I hope
that you will find it a worthy and useful publication.
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All the News
Hugh Henry MSPHugh Henry MSP
r the coming months we will aim to provide you with a range of
mation on the work of the Parliament’s European Committee. This will
de forthcoming issues for committee meetings, agendas when
lable, lists of public papers that are available, articles by members of
ommittee, as well as all the news from the committee’s work.

u have any comments or suggestions, we would of course be delighted
ar from you. Until then, I hope you enjoy the read and I hope you also
e with me that for the people of Scotland – Europe Matters!

h Henry MSP

mmittee to consider Objective 2 plans

r the next few months, the European Committee is set to consider the
tish Executive’s proposals for expenditure in Objective 2 areas under
ext programming round of European Structural Funds.

ects supported in Scotland with Objective 2 money will span a very
 range of important issues, such as employment, innovation, training,
l development.

Scottish Executive has sent the committee the latest version of the
 of eligible areas and selected wards. When various plans are
uced, the committee will then present its views to the Executive for
rporation into the final versions sent to the European Commission for
oval.

Convener

r

Convener



Many of the issues eligible for funding under this strand of European
regional development are vital for a thriving economy and social society in
Scotland. It’s therefore very important that the Parliament and the European
Committee plays an active role in the development of the plan. The
committee will also be seeking to scrutinise any associated management
structure and activities in relation to all Objective 2 expenditure in Scotland.

It’s good to talk, but it’s also it’s also good to listen –
European Committee launches consultation exercise

Given the recent poor turnout in the elections to the European Parliament,
the cross-party committee agreed that it was vital that the benefits of the
UK’s continuing membership of the European Union were spelled out
across Scotland.

Speaking after the committee’s meeting on the 14th September, Convener
Hugh Henry MSP, said that, “part of the committee’s role is to scrutinise
proposals for European legislation and to hold the Scottish Executive to
account in relation to the implementation of European matters in Scotland.
But I and the committee recognise that in addition to these tasks, we can
act as a important vehicle for the views of Scottish people on wider issues
to be heard in Brussels.”

“By working alongside our MEPs and of course Ministers in the Scottish
Executive, we can seek to ensure the voice of Scotland is heard in the
corridors of power.”

“That is why we as a committee are launching from today a consultation
process to listen to business, the voluntary sector, the educational
establishment and indeed any interested person on what they consider are
the benefits of the EU to Scotland and what the future priorities should be.”

“One of the things that’s clear to me is that it is vital that we listen first to
Scottish society before we make plans for our future work programme. In
this way we can be sure that what we are doing reflects the desire of the
people. If people feel empowered that their views are being acted upon,
then their interest in the issues can be increased”.

If you are interested in sending your views to the committee on Scotland’s
priorities and how the Scottish Parliament can realise them, then please
contact the Clerk to the European Committee for the terms of reference of
the consultation exercise and the timetable.



Convener participates in Brussels seminar as part of
Scotland Week

Hugh Henry MSP attended the formal opening of the Scottish Executive’s
representative office in Brussels, Scotland House. This major event in the
Brussels calender was marked by a special seminar organised on the issue
of devolution.

As one of the participants – who also included the First Minister; the Rt.
Hon Neil Kinnock; Commissioner; Jack McConnell MSP, Minister for
Finance – Mr Henry gave a report on the outcome of a workshop on
devolution in practice.

In addition to the seminar, the Convener and officials met with Members of
the European Parliament, officials in the European Commission and other
key people, including various representatives from other regional
parliaments in Europe.

Swedish Members of Parliament to visit European
Committee

A delegation of nine members of the Regional Policy Committee of the
Swedish Parliament (Sveriges Riksdag) is set to visit their counterparts on
the Scottish Parliament’s European Committee during November 1999.

The delegation is coming to Scotland as part
of a wider visit to the UK to see how regional
development issues are covered. They are
set to visit Glasgow, Inverness, Edinburgh, as
well as Wales and northern England. The
whole visit is being organised by the EPRC at
Strathclyde University.

The Parliament will host a reception for the visiting members on the evening
of the 16th November. It is hoped that committee members, the Presiding
Officer, Sir David Steel MSP, will also welcome the VIPs to the Parliament’s
complex.

Convener Hugh Henry MSP said, “this is a great opportunity for the
committee and for other MSPs to meet our counterparts in Sweden and to
share information and ideas on regional development issues. Being such a
vast country, with significant rural areas, with low population densities, I am
sure we can learn a lot from our colleagues from the Swedish Parliament
and vice versa”.



Delegation from the Regional Government of Saxony
Anhalt to attend European Committee Meeting

In the interests of forging better relations with national and regional
parliaments from across the European Union, the European Committee will
receive a cross-party delegation of politicians from the regional government
of Saxony-Anhalt in Eastern Germany.

This region of Germany suffers from
many of the problems that areas of
Scotland face, such as higher than
average unemployment, industrial
decline etc. Consequently, much can be
learned from a discussion with the
visiting guests on how these issues are
dealt with in this region.

Common subjects such as the implementation of structural funds, the
relations with the national government and the role of regional parliaments
with the European Institutions will be high on the agenda.

Our guests from Germany will attend the European Committee meeting of
the 9th November 1999. Further details can be obtained by contacting the
Committee Clerks.

Parliament to debate European Structural Funds

The whole Parliament is set to debate an Executive Motion on Structual
Funds as part of business on the 28th October 1999. This will be the first
time that this subject has been debated in Parliament and comes at a time
when the whole issue of regional development funds is at the forefront of
debate. It is anticipate that the issue will commence at 9.30 am until 12.20
pm, with any subsequent voting on the Motion and ammendments during
Decision Time at 5.00 pm. Full text of the Motion and ammendments can be
found in the Parliament’s daily Business Bulletin at:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/agenda_and_decisions/forth.html

Role of Scotland House in Expanding Markets

Ben Wallce MSP, Conservative Member for North East Scotland and
member of the European Committee’ is also set to ask a Parliamentary
Question during Question Time on the 28th October 1999, at 2.30 pm. The
text of the question is, “To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to
use Scotland House to secure new markets and jobs in the expanding
European Community”. (S1O-451). Answers will be available on the
Parliament’s website in the verbatim record (Official Report) of that day’s
business (http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/meeting.html)

Parliamentary
Business

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/agenda_and_decisions/forth.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/meeting.html


Over the course of time, the Committee is set to produce a large number of
publications which may be of interest to our readers. This section of Europe
Matters will contain a regular update of what is currently available. Please
note that many of these are available from the Scottish Parliament’s
website, and can be accessed through the Committee’s own specialist
page:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe.htm

Minutes: 1st Meeting, (same URL as above, but ending in) eucmop0623.htm
2nd Meeting, eumop0818.htm
3rd Meeting, eumop0831.htm
4th Meeting, eumop0914.htm
5th Meeting, eumop0928.htm
6th Meeting, eumop1019.htm

Official Report: 1st Meeting, euc01001.htm
2nd Meeting, eu081801.htm
3rd Meeting, eu083101.htm
4th Meeting, eu0401.htm
5th Meeting, eu0501.htm
6th Meeting, eu0601.htm

October

19th European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh
28th Debate in the Chamber on European Structural Funds

November

4th Deadline for responses to Consultation Exercise
9th European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh
16th Visit of Swedish Parliament Delegation
23rd European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh (to be confirmed)
26th ESEC Conference – Committee members to attend

The committee’s membership is as follows:

Hugh Henry (convener)
Dennis Canavan
Bruce Crawford
Winnie Ewing
Sylvia Jackson
Cathy Jamieson
Margo MacDonald

Maureen Macmillan
David Mundell
Irene Oldfather
Tavish Scott
Ben Wallace
Allan Wilson

Clerk: Stephen Imrie
Senior Assistant Clerk: Eugene Windsor
Assistant Clerk: David Simpson

Committee
Publications

Dates for
your diary

Who’s Who

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe.htm


If you would like more information on the work of the committee, or have
any comments or feedback on any of the issues raised in the newsletter,
then please contact us at:

Hugh Henry MSP
c/o Stephen Imrie

Clerk to the European Committee
Room 3.11 Committee Chambers

Scottish Parliament
George IV Bridge

Edinburgh EH99 1SP
Tel: 0131 348 5234, Fax: 0131 348 5600, E-mail:

Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk

If you require any information on the Scottish Parliament or on any other
committee, the you can contact the Parliament via:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk
Tel: 0131 348 5000 or E-mail: sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/

