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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE

AGENDA

1st  Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)

Tuesday 14 January 2003

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Hub, Castlehill, Edinburgh.

1. Item in private: The Committee will consider whether to take item 5 in private.

2. Mainstreaming Equality in the Work of Parliamentary Committees: The
Committee will hear evidence from—

Jon Harris, Ellen Kelly, COSLA
Rona Fitzgerald, Equal Opportunities Commission
Phillipa Bonella, Lucy McTernan, SCVO.

3. UK Holocaust Memorial Day: The Committee will consider correspondence with
the Scottish Executive.

4. Report of the Inquiry into the Liaison Arrangements between the Police, the
Procurator Fiscal Service and the Crown Office and the Family of the
Deceased Surjit Singh Chhokar in Connection with the Murder of Surjit
Singh Chhokar and the Related Prosecutions: The Committee will consider
the evidence from its meeting of 16 December 2002.

5. Work programme: The Committee will consider its work programme to the end
of the session.

******

The following papers are attached:

Agenda Item 3

EO.03.01.01 - Correspondence with the Scottish Executive

Agenda Item 4

EO.03.01.02 - Paper on consideration of the Jandoo Report

Agenda Item 5



EO.03.01.03 (P) - Private paper on the Committee’s work programme

Jim Johnston
Clerk to the Committee

Tel: 0131 348 5211
email: james.johnston@scottish.parliament.uk
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Equal Opportunities Committee

1st Meeting 2003, 14 January 2003

Holocaust Memorial Ceremony – Correspondence with the Minister for Justice

Background

1. At the Equal Opportunities Committee meeting on 5 February 2002, Michael
McMahon expressed his concern at the apparent lack of involvement of
Scotland’s Gypsy Traveller communities in the Holocaust Memorial ceremony on
27 January 2002.

2. The Committee agreed that Michael McMahon should write to the Scottish
Executive on behalf of the Committee expressing its concerns on this matter and
a copy of this letter is attached at Annex A together with the response from Jim
Wallace MSP.

3. The Committee considered the response from the Minister for Justice at its
meeting on 26 March 2002 and agreed that the Convener should respond to the
Minister expressing the Committee’s disappointment.  A copy of this letter is
attached at Annex B.  Follow up letters from the Convener are attached at Annex
C.

4. To date, no further response has been received from the Minister for Justice.
Holocaust Memorial Day 2003 will take place on 27 January.

5. Members will also recall that Ali Jarvis of Stonewall Scotland contacted the
Committee by email on the same issue in respect of representatives of the LGBT
communities and that Tim Hopkins of the Equality Network noted in his meeting
with the Sexual Orientation Reporter on 16 April 2002 that LGBT representatives
had been invited to be in the audience but had had no further involvement.

6. The Committee Clerk responded to the email from Ali Jarvis and a copy of the
response is attached at Annex D.

Action

7. Members are invited to comment on the exchange of correspondence and agree
further action as appropriate.

Jim Johnston
Clerk to the Equal Opportunities Committee
January 2003
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Annex A: Correspondence between Michael McMahon and the Minister for
Justice

1. Letter from Michael McMahon

Ian Gray
Minister for Social Justice
Area 3-F
Victoria Quay
EDINBURGH
EH6 6QQ

Room 2.8
Committee Chambers

George IV Bridge
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP

Tel: 0131-348-5216
Fax: 0131-348-5600

Minicom: 0131 348 5415
michael.mcmahon@scottish.parliament.uk

6 February 2002

Holocaust Memorial Ceremony – 27 January 2002

I am writing on behalf of the Equal Opportunities Committee to express our concern
regarding the apparent lack of involvement of Gypsy Traveller communities at the
Holocaust Memorial ceremony on 27 January. As you may be aware, a large number
of individuals representing a variety of organisations and ethnic groups across
Scotland were invited to light a candle of remembrance during the ceremony.
However, I have been informed by a representative of the Gypsy Traveller
communities that they were not invited to light a candle.

The Committee is concerned that this apparent failure to involve the Gypsy Traveller
communities at such a high profile event is not in keeping with the Executive’s recent
response to our Report on an ‘Inquiry into Gypsy Travellers and Public Sector
Policies’.   For example, the Executive responded that it:

is committed to equality opportunity for all. Working within the broad definition of equal
opportunities in the Scotland Act 1998 and as part of its mainstreaming equality approach, the
Scottish Executive will look to build Travellers as a group in its own work.

As our understanding is that the Executive played a key role in organising the
Memorial event we would be grateful for a timely response as to the apparent failure
to involve the Gypsy Traveller communities. I am copying this letter to other
Committee Members and it is likely that your response will be considered by the
Committee.

Michael McMahon MSP
Race Reporter to the Equal Opportunities Committee
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2. Response from the Minister for Justice (4 March 2002)

Thank you for your letter to Iain Gray of 6 February concerning representation of
Gypsies’/Travellers’ communities at the 2002 Holocaust Memorial Day Ceremony
held in Glasgow on 27 January.  I am replying as this matter falls within my area of
responsibility.

I am concerned to hear that Scottish Gypsies/Travellers feel that there was not
sufficient representation of their communities at this year’s Ceremony.  The 2002
Holocaust Memorial Day Ceremony Advisory Group, within which the Scottish
Executive took an active role, discussed in detail issues of representation within the
Ceremony as well as within the accompanying Ceremony brochure and took social
inclusion very seriously in defining the various aspects of commemoration.

As it was always recognised that the candle lighting element of the Ceremony could
not comprise representatives of all the people who suffered during the Holocaust, or
in the other genocides of the twentieth century, it was intended that the
accompanying brochure would be a much more effective means of commemoration
of individual victim groups.  Thus the terrible suffering of, for example, Jehovah’s
Witnesses, Poles, Slavs, socialists, communists, homosexuals, Rwandans,
Cambodians, Armenians, Kosovans and Bosnians is detailed within the brochure
and a whole page is dedicated to the genocide of Roma and Sinti Gypsies during the
Holocaust.  I believe that sufficient copies of this brochure were produced to allow
copies to be distributed to all Glasgow schools and that Glasgow City Council will be
issuing these shortly.

The 2002 Advisory Group actively sought advice on ensuring that the suffering of
each genocide victim group was fully acknowledged and that invitations were issued
to representatives to participate in the Ceremony through their attendance.  In this
way, the Ceremony was intended as an opportunity for all attendees to offer a joint
commitment to recognise the character and horror of various genocides, to honour
the survivors, and to reaffirm goals of mutual understanding, justice and shared
responsibility to prevent such horrors happening again.  I believe that Mary Hendry
of Glasgow Council’s Education Support was approached regarding advice on
Gypsies/Travellers in Scotland and that she issued a number of invitations to
representatives of the Gypsies’/Travellers’ communities to participate in this way.

The Executive is continuing to work on developing effective policies for
Gypsies/Travellers and listening to the communities’ views.  We will be holding a
seminar later in the year for Gypsies/Travellers, local authorities and interested
parties as a way of disseminating information and listening to various points of view
from service providers and users.  In the Equality Strategy (2000) the Executive laid
out a commitment to developing mechanisms to consult with Gypsies/Travellers in
Scotland and we are continuing to expand work in this area.  For this reason the
Executive will take careful consideration of the views expressed in your letter for
organising future events.

The Executive continues to take an active role within Advisory Groups for organising
forthcoming Holocaust Memorial Day Ceremonies.  We welcome participation by
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representatives of all victim groups in this process and wish to work in partnership
with them for the future.

Jim Wallace

Annex B: Committee Response to the Minister for Justice (9 April 2002)

Holocaust Memorial Ceremony – 27 January 2002

Thank you for your letter of 4 March 2002 on the above.  As you know the
Committee discussed it at their meeting on 26 March 2002.

You will note from the Official Report that the Committee is bitterly disappointed with
your response to Michael McMahon’s letter of 6 February 2002.

The view of the Committee is that a place should be found for one representative
from the Gypsy Traveller community to light a candle at next year’s service.

I am copying this letter to Committee colleagues and it is likely that your response
will be considered by the Committee.

Kate Maclean
Convener
Equal Opportunities Committee

Annex C: Follow-up letters from the Convener

Jim Wallace MSP
Minister for Justice
The Scottish Executive
S1/10
Saughton House
Broomhouse Drive
Edinburgh
EH11 3XD

Room 2.8
Committee Chambers

George IV Bridge
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP

Tel: 0131-348-5213
Fax: 0131-348-5600

Minicom: 0131-348-5415
kate.maclean@scottish.parliament.uk

June 2002

Holocaust Memorial Ceremony – 27 January 2002

It appears from my records that I have not yet received a response to my letter dated
9 April concerning the above.
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As I noted in my letter, it is likely that your response will be considered by the
Committee and I would, therefore, be grateful if you could let me have your response
by 20 June at the latest so that the Committee has the opportunity to comment at its
final meeting before summer recess.

Kate Maclean
Convener
Equal Opportunities Committee

Jim Wallace MSP
Minister for Justice
The Scottish Executive
S1/10
Saughton House
Broomhouse Drive
Edinburgh
EH11 3XD

Room 2.8
Committee Chambers

George IV Bridge
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP

Tel: 0131-348-5213
Fax: 0131-348-5600

Textphone: 0131-348-5415
equal.opportunities@scottish.parliament.uk

December 2002

UK Holocaust Memorial Day - 27 January 2003

I note from Scottish Executive Press Release Seed 142/2002 that a pack has been
issued to all S1 and S2 school pupils to enable them “to learn about the Holocaust
ahead of the UK Holocaust Memorial Day”.

In addition, in preparation for the UK Ceremony in Edinburgh (first announced I note
on 26 July 2002) the 2003 Theme Paper mentions Gypsy Travellers in three specific
bullet points.

In view of this ongoing work when will the Scottish Executive respond to the
concerns of the Equal Opportunities Committee first expressed in my letter dated 9
April 2002 and a subsequent reminder issued 13 June 2002?

You will recall that the view of the Equal Opportunities Committee is that a place
should be found for one representative from the Gypsy Traveller community in
Scotland to light a candle at next year’s ceremony. This is in view of the fact that
they were excluded from the Scottish ceremony last year.

I am copying this letter to Committee colleagues and Clerks for information.

Kate MacLean
Convener
Equal Opportunities Committee
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Annex D: Clerk’s response to Ali Jarvis of Stonewall Scotland

From: Johnston JD (James)
Sent: 09 April 2002 18:47
To: ’ali@stonewall.org.uk’
Cc: Maclean K (Kate), MSP; McMahon M (Michael), MSP; Walsh R (Richard);

McMahon R (Roy)
Subject: Attendance at Holocaust memorial events

Dear Ali,

Thank you for your e-mail of 8 April 2002 to the Convener of the Equal Opportunities
Committee.  The Convener has asked me to reply on her behalf.

As you are aware, at its meeting on 26 March, the Committee considered the
response of the Scottish Executive to Michael McMahon MSP’s concerns on behalf
of the Committee regarding the lack of appropriate involvement of the Gypsy
Traveller community at this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day.  The Committee agreed
that it was "bitterly disappointed" with the response and further agreed that the
Convener should write back to the Minister for Justice expressing the view of the
Committee. The Convener wrote to the Minister for Justice on 9 April.

It is, therefore, intended that the Committee considers the views expressed in your e-
mail of 8 April once it has received the response of the Executive to the Convener’s
letter of 9 April.  I will keep you informed of the progress of this matter.

Kind Regards,

Dr Jim Johnston
Clerk to the Equal Opportunities Committee
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Equal Opportunities Committee

1st Meeting 2003, 14 January 2003

Jandoo Report

Background

1. Members will recall that, at the Equal Opportunities Committee meeting on 19
December 2000, the Committee agreed to recommendation 5 of a paper by the
Race Reporter, Michael McMahon, which was to consider the manner in which
the Jandoo inquiry was conducted and question the Lord Advocate and the
Minister for Justice on the implementation of the recommendations.

2. The Committee further discussed the issue on 30 October 2001, following
publication of the Jandoo report, and agreed to hold a meeting at a location
convenient for the Chhokar family.  Following a meeting in November between
the family and Michael McMahon it was agreed that the meeting could be held in
Edinburgh and the meeting was subsequently held on 16 December 2002.

3. Following discussion at that meeting and further legal advice, the original
submission from the Chhokar Family Justice Campaign was subsequently
published.

Action

4. The Committee is invited to consider the evidence from its meeting on 16
December 2002 and to agree what further action, if any, it wishes to take.

Jim Johnston
Clerk to the Equal Opportunities Committee
January 2003




