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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE

AGENDA

22nd  Meeting, 2000 (Session 1)

Tuesday 21 November 2000

The Committee will meet at 10.00am in The Chamber, Assembly Hall, The
Mound, Edinburgh.

1. Items in private: The Committee will consider whether to take items 2 and 5, in
private.

2. Questions for witnesses: The Committee will consider its lines of questioning
for Visualise.

3. Better Homes for Scotland’s Communities (the Executive’s Proposals for
the Housing Bill): The Committee will take evidence from Visualise from –

John Keenan

4. Reporters: The Committee will hear from Reporters on progress since the last
Committee meeting.

5. Recent consultations: The Committee will consider Learning Teaching
Scotland’s consultation ‘Sex Education in Scotland’s Schools’



**************

The following papers are attached:

EO/00/22/1 (P) Paper on questions for witnesses (Private Paper to follow)

EO/00/22/2 (P) Paper on sex education in Scotland’s schools (Private Paper to
follow)

EO/00/22/3 Report from Gender Reporter

Lee Bridges
Clerk to the Committee



EO/00/22/3

Gender Reporter Progress Report

1. On Tuesday 14 November, Elaine Smith, Gender Reporter to the Equal
Opportunities Committee met with Dr Sheila Henderson also in attendance was
Alison Campbell, Assistant Clerk to the Committee.  The purpose of the meeting
was to discuss the issues faced by  women in relation to transport.

2. The key issues discussed in the context of women and transport are outlined
below:

•  The cost of transport may be a problem for women who are faced with low
income and reduced access to resources.

•  The Routes are often be on the periphery of areas resulting in that people having
to walk a distance either to the passenger transport stop or to their destination.
This along with the timing of services may put constraints on where and when
people work.

•  Access to transport: this covers physical access onto different forms of transport,
the space available on the actual transport and the access routes to the
passenger transport stops.

•  Safety and Security issues: whilst on the transport and around the waiting areas
may restrict women’s choices when travelling.

•  Access to information such as timetables and service providers may benefit from
improvements being made such as timetables in easy to read formats at
passenger transport stops.

•  When transport policy is being formulated it would be beneficial to consult with
women in advance.

3. It was suggested that these key issues could be used to produce a checklist to be
used when future policy formulation was being considered.  Policy makers should
also be aware that once the policy is in place it requires to be reviewed and
monitored.

4.   It was also suggested that transport could be seen as a key way of allowing
women and others to easily participate in social and economic events such as
work and evening and weekend social events.

Recommendation

5. It is recommended that the Committee note the key issues facing women in
relation to transport.


