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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE

AGENDA

21st  Meeting, 2000 (Session 1)

Tuesday 7 November 2000

The Committee will meet at 10.00am in Committee Room 1, Committee
Chambers, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh

1. Items in private: The Committee will consider whether to take items 5, 10 and
11 in private.

2. New members of the Committee: The new members of the Committee will
make a declaration of their interests.

3. Choice of Deputy Convener: The Committee will choose a Deputy Convener.

4. Travelling People and Public Sector Policies Inquiry: The Convener will
update the Committee on the current progress of the Inquiry.

5. Questions for witnesses: The Committee will consider its questions for the
Disabled Persons Housing Service.

6. Better Homes for Scotland’s Communities (the Executive’s Proposals for
the Housing Bill) and Building Standards Regulations: The Committee will
take evidence from the Disabled Persons Housing Service from –

Wladyslaw P Mejka, Director

Deborah Burns, Property Register Officer

7. Recent consultations: The Committee will consider Learning Teaching
Scotland’s consultation ‘Sex Education in Scotland’s Schools’

8. Equalities checklist and research proposal on mainstreaming equalities in
the Scottish Parliament:  The Committee will consider papers on an equalities
checklist and a research proposal on mainstreaming equalities in the Scottish
Parliament.



9. Reporters: The Committee will hear from Reporters on progress since the last
Committee meeting.

10. Equality Strategy: The Committee will consider the Executive’s Equality
Strategy.

11. Annual budget process: The Committee will consider its Stage 2 Report of the
annual budget process.

**************

The following papers are attached:

EO/00/21/1 (P) Paper on questions for witnesses (Private Paper)

EO/00/21/2 (P) Disabled Persons Housing Service’s response to the Better
Homes for Scotland’s Communities consultation and
correspondence from Ministers on issues raised by DPHS
(Private Paper)

EO/00/21/3 (P) Paper on sex education in Scotland’s schools (Private Paper)

EO/00/21/4 (P) Research proposal on mainstreaming equalities in the Scottish
Parliament. (Private Paper)

EO/00/21/5 Report from Sexual Orientation Reporter

EO/00/21/6 Report from Gender Reporter

EO/00/21/7 (P) Paper on the Executive’s Equality Strategy (Private Paper)

EO/00/21/8 (P) Paper on Annual Budget Process (Private Paper)

Lee Bridges
Clerk to the Committee



EO/00/21/5

Sexual Orientation Reporter Progress Report

1. On Tuesday 31 October, Nora Radcliffe, Sexual Orientation Reporter to the
Equal Opportunities Committee met with Jeremy Balfour, Evangelical Alliance
and Gordon Macdonald, CARE.  Also in attendance were Lee Bridges, Clerk to
the Committee and Alison Campbell, Assistant Clerk.

2. Mr Balfour and Mr Macdonald outlined the views and policies of their respective
organisations on the matter of sexual orientation.

Future legislation

3. There was discussion about the need to ensure that there was sufficient time to
carefully consider all aspects of future legislation.  It was agreed that the details
of each aspect of legislation should be considered on an individual basis as and
when they occur.

Civil registration of partnerships

4. Concern was raised by Mr Balfour and Mr Macdonald over the possible
interpretation of the role of the church under the European Commission for
Human Rights in relation to the civil registration of partnerships.

Future meetings

5. It was agreed to that a dialogue would be maintained and that they would meet
as appropriate.

Miscellaneous

6. It was suggested that it would be of assistance if the Equal Opportunities
Committee appoint a Reporter to cover religious issues

Recommendation

7. The Committee is asked to consider the appointment of a Reporter on religious
issues.



EO/00/21/6

Gender Reporter Progress Report

1. On Tuesday 31 October, Elaine Smith, Gender Reporter to the Equal
Opportunities Committee met with Linda Watson Brown also in attendance was
Alison Campbell, Assistant Clerk to the Committee.  The purpose of the meeting
was to discuss the issue of women and pornography.

2. The main points discussed are outlined below:

•  the possible effects of the British Film Classification Board’s decision to relax its
restrictions.

•  the potential profits of the pornographic industry and the size of the companies
involved.

•  the perceived definition of pornography.
•  possible connections between the representations of women and their

subsequent treatment.  Discussion included the results of current research, and
representations made in the media.

•  the current work of Scottish Women Against Pornography.
•  the issue of date rape and drug rape.
•  how certain types of pornography seem to appear to advocate racism.
•  the difficulties of regulating pornography on the internet.
•  the possible relationship between pornography and violence against women

Recommendation

3.  It is recommended that the Committee notes the potential problems caused by
the pervasiveness of pornography in our society and agrees to invite Linda Watson
Brown and Scottish Women Against Pornography to a future meeting to give
evidence on this subject.


