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ED/03/7/A

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORT COMMITTEE

AGENDA

7th Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)

Tuesday 11 March 2003

The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in Committee Room 2

1. Items in private: The Committee will consider whether to take item 5 in private.

2. Subordinate legislation:  The Committee will consider the following negative
instrument—

the Schools (Scotland) Code Amendment Regulations 2003 (SSI 2003/75).

3. Legacy paper: The Committee will consider a Legacy paper which will provide
advice to its successor Committee, based on its experience of the first
Parliamentary session.

4. Work programme: The Committee will consider its current work programme.

5. Annual report: The Committee will consider a draft annual report for 2002-2003.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee

Tel 0131 348 5204

********************
The following papers are attached for this meeting:

Agenda item 2 ED/03/7/1
Briefing note and copy of SSI 2003/75



Agenda item 3 ED/03/7/2
Covering note and legacy paper

Agenda item 5 ED/03/7/3(P)
Covering note and draft report 



ED/03/7/1
EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORT COMMITTEE

11 March 2003

Scottish Statutory Instruments – SSI 2003/75

1. The Schools (Scotland) Code Amendment Regulations 2003 (SSI 2003/75) were
laid on 10 February 2003 and are subject to annulment (negative procedure).
They will come into force on 31 July 2003, unless they are annulled by the
Parliament within 40 days, excluding any recess period, of being laid before the
Parliament ie, by 21 March 2003.

2. The purpose of the Regulations is to repeal 14 sections of the Schools (Scotland)
Code as these provisions are out of date.

3. The Education, Culture and Sport Committee is the lead committee for these
Regulations, and should report to the Parliament by 17 March 2003.  The Minister
responsible is Cathy Jamieson, Minister for Education and Young People.

4. The Subordinate Legislation Committee considered the Regulations at its
meeting on the morning of Tuesday 18 February 2003.  A relevant extract from
the Official Report of the meeting of the Subordinate Legislation Committee is
attached.

5. A copy of the SSI and an explanatory note which is not part of the Regulations
are also attached.

6. The Committee is invited to consider whether it wishes to make any
recommendation in relation to the instrument. The Regulations are not subject to
amendment.

7. A procedural note is attached.

Paul Howell                  Martin Verity
Committee Assistant Clerk to the Committee



Procedural Note

Standing Orders

1. The procedures for dealing with Scottish Statutory Instruments (SSIs) are
covered by Chapter 10 of Standing Orders.  SSIs are laid by being lodged with
the chamber clerks, and are published in the Business Bulletin.  They are
referred to the Subordinate Legislation Committee, the appropriate subject
committee (the ‘lead committee’), and, where relevant, any other committee.

SSIs subject to annulment:  ‘negative instruments’

2. Where an SSI is subject to annulment, it comes into force on a specified date and
then remains in force unless it annulled by the Parliament.  Any MSP may by
motion propose to the lead committee that the committee recommend that
nothing further is to be done under the instrument.  Such motions are lodged with
the chamber clerks.

3. The lead committee debates such a motion for no more than 90 minutes.

4. The lead committee reports to the Parliament, setting out its recommendations.  If
it recommends annulment, the Bureau will propose to the Parliament a motion
that nothing further is to be done under the instrument

5. All the above must take place within 40 days of the instrument being laid,
excluding recesses of more than 4 days.

6. To date, no motion to annul SSI 2003/75 has been lodged with the chamber
clerks.

Proceedings in the Committee

7. This Committee is invited to discuss the SSI.  Members will then be asked
whether the Committee wishes to make any recommendation in its report to the
Parliament.



   Extract from Official Report

Subordinate Legislation Committee February 18 2003

Schools (Scotland) Code Amendment Regulations 2003 (SSI 2003/75)
The Convener: No points arise on the regulations.



ED/03/7/2

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORT COMMITTEE

11 March 2003

Legacy Paper

1. Attached is a Legacy paper which has been produced to give an overview of the
Committee’s work during the first Parliamentary session and to provide advice to
any successor Committee, based on this Committee’s experiences.  The paper
also highlights areas of work which any successor Committee may wish to
consider.

2. The Committee is invited to consider the paper.

Susan Duffy Martin Verity
Senior Assistant Clerk Clerk to the Committee
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ED/03/7/2

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORT COMMITTEE

Legacy Paper

Background
1. The Education, Culture and Sport Committee, at its meeting of 11 March 2003

reviewed the work which it had undertaken since it was established by the
Parliament on 8 June 1999.  It agreed, in the light of its review, to recommend
that any successor committee(s) established by the next Parliament should
consider whether to include in its programme of work those issues set out in
paras. 10 to 22 below.

Work undertaken by the committee since 1999
2. Completed committee inquiries and reporters’ inquiries:

� The National Arts Companies (2/2/00)
� Response of the Committee to Petition PE9 on Roman Remains at Cramond

(11/5/00)
� Sport in Schools (2/10/00)
� Exams Results (8/12/00)
� Special Educational Needs (6/2/01)
� The National Stadium (28/6/01)
� Scottish Ballet (29/11/01)
� Gaelic Broadcasting Committee (18/12/01)
� Scottish Borders Education (interim) (20/12/01)
� The need for a Children’s Commissioner in Scotland (14/2/02)
� Scottish Borders Education (final) (26/2/02)
� Scotland’s Museums (29/10/02)
� Report on Inquiry into the role of educational and cultural policy in supporting

and developing Gaelic, Scots and minority languages in Scotland (20/2/03)
� Purposes of Scottish Education (11/3/03)

3. Primary legislation, where the committee was the lead committee:
� Standards in Scotland's Schools etc Act 2000 (Royal Assent 14/7/00)
� School Education (Amendment) (Scotland) Act 2002 (Royal Assent 22/1/02)
� Education (Disability Strategies and Pupils' Educational Records) (Scotland)

Act 2002  (Royal Assent 30/4/02)
� School Meals (Scotland) Bill (not passed)
� Scottish Qualifications Authority Act 2002 (Royal Assent 6/6/02)
� Protection of Children (Scotland) Bill (Stage 3 completed 12/2/03)
� Gaelic Language (Scotland) Bill

4. Primary legislation, where the committee was a secondary committee:
� Regulation of Care (Scotland) Bill
� Local Government in Scotland Bill
� Public Appointments and Public Bodies etc. (Scotland) Bill.
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5. Other business includes:
� Introduction of Commissioner for Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill

(Stage 2 completed 4/2/03)
� Budget process (each year)
� SSIs – 41 considered
� Petitions – 28 considered

6. In undertaking its work the committee has been mindful of the principles of
accountability, accessibility, openness and equal opportunities on which the
Parliament was founded.  It has met in Falkirk, Galashiels, Glasgow, Hamilton,
Loch Lomond and Stornoway as well as in Edinburgh and committee members
have visited a wide variety of locations around Scotland during committee
inquiries.

7. The committee took formal evidence from school children during the SQA inquiry.

8. As part of the inquiry into the need for a Commissioner for Children and Young
People, a video, ‘Youth Central’, in which young people expressed views on
issues of concern to them, was commissioned and shown at a consultation event,
attended by representatives of children’s and youth organisations. The
Committee took oral evidence from the Children’s and Youth Parliaments and a
Young Person’s Event took place in the Chamber In December 2001 attended by
over 100 young people.

9. In response to revelations of overspending by the Scottish Borders Council and
subsequent cuts in education services, the Committee undertook an inquiry into
the impact of these events. The Committee held an evidence session in
Galashiels, a civic participation event meeting in Hawick in which approx. 75
parents, teachers, etc. participated, and it visited schools in the Borders,
speaking to teachers and parents.

Suggested issues for consideration by successor committee(s) - Education
10. Additional support for learning. The Scottish Executive is currently consulting on

a Draft Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Bill. The next
Executive may introduce a  Bill to give effect to these proposals.

11. Higher Still and transitions from school. The Enterprise and Lifelong Learning
Committee, in its legacy paper, notes that Higher Still has been introduced
progressively since 1999. It believes that it would be useful to assess its success
or otherwise, particularly in the context of the link between school and
work/further study. As matters are currently arranged this would most
appropriately be a joint inquiry between the two committees.

12. Transitions from school for young people.  The Enterprise and Lifelong Learning
Committee considered this issue as part of its lifelong learning inquiry, noting that
it fell to a degree between the remits of the Enterprise and Lifelong Learning
Committee, and the Education, Culture and Sport Committee.  ELL Committee, in
its legacy paper, believes that there may be scope for a future joint inquiry to
ensure that policies are joined-up across departments and the bodies and
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agencies they fund.  Such an inquiry could, for example, examine the Executive's
policies on education and enterprise.

13. Health education petition.  The Committee, at its meeting of 7/1/03, noted that
Learning and Teaching Scotland will review the 5-14 Guidelines for Health
Education and the associated guide for teachers and managers in the early part
of 2003 and agreed to recommend that a successor committee should return to
this issue when the review is complete.

14. McCrone agreement. The Committee, at its meeting of 14/1/03, considered
reviewing the implementation of the McCrone agreement and agreed, due to
insufficient time to conduct a detailed inquiry, to recommend that this might be
considered by a future Committee.

15. Purposes of Scottish education.  The Committee, at its meeting of 25 February,
agreed to suggest that the successor committee(s) to the Education, Culture and
Sport Committee and the Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee should
review all the evidence submitted to this committee during the course of its
inquiry into the purposes of Scottish education.

Suggested issues for consideration by successor committee(s) – Children and
Young People
16. Commissioner for Children and Young People. This Commissioner was

established by an Act of the Scottish Parliament which was proposed by the
Education, Culture and Sport Committee.  It is anticipated that the successor
committee will be actively involved in overseeing the early development of the
post and that it will need to keep the functions and operations of the post under
review for the duration of the next Parliament.  In particular, the successor
committee may wish to consider the Commissioner’s Annual Report and take
evidence from him/her if necessary.

Suggested issues for consideration by successor committee(s) – Arts and
Culture
17. Arts funding in Scotland and National Theatre for Scotland. SPICe is planning to

produce a profile paper on arts funding post-devolution, in response to the debate
between the Executive and the Scottish Arts Council over arts funding and the
development of a National Theatre for Scotland. A successor committee may
wish to monitor the development of a National Theatre for Scotland.

18. Review of Historic Scotland.  The Executive has announced a formal review into
the status and functions of Historic Scotland and an Audit Scotland Performance
Management Review of Historic Scotland is also timetabled for 2003.  A
successor committee may wish to monitor these reviews.

19. Cramond.  The Committee, at its meeting of 14/1/03, agreed that this matter was
now an issue for the City of Edinburgh Council and the Cramond Management
Group. The Committee agreed to recommend that a future Committee might wish
to review progress at a later date.
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20. Scottish Screen. The Committee has noted the recent review of Scottish Screen
and has expressed an interest in considering the associated action plan when
available.

Suggested issues for consideration by successor committee(s) - Sport
21. European Year of Education Through Sport 2004. The European Parliament and

the Council made a decision to establish the European Year of Education
Through Sport in 2004 (EYES). Sport is seen as an integral part of the curriculum
with essential educational values. The objectives of the EYES, include the
promotion of young people's well being and social competencies such as team
working, and to promote the social integration of disadvantaged groups. Action
suggested through EYES include special events, promotional campaigns and
examples of good practice. A successor committee may wish to consider how to
get involved with the European Year of Education Through Sport 2004.

22. Sport 21.  sportscotland is expected to publish a review of its Sport 21 strategy
shortly and a successor committee may wish to consider the review.

23. The Physical Activity Task Force published the first Physical Activity Strategy in
February 2003 (Let's make Scotland active: a strategy for physical activity), which
called for national targets on physical activity - a National Physical Activity Co-
ordinator is in post to take the strategy forward.  A successor committee may
wish to review progress in establishing and monitoring the proposed targets.

Business management
24. The committee has appointed reporters on a number of occasions to inquire into

particular issues and has found this to be a useful way of working. The
experience of the committee to date is that although this procedure is useful in
freeing up committee time it can be time consuming for the reporter.

25. The committee has made use of advisers to assist in inquiries and in the
consideration of Bills and has found that they are a useful means of bringing
additional expertise to bear on a subject.

26. The committee has held two “Awayday” seminars during summer recesses to
plan its work for the following years.  It commends the holding of such seminars
to its successor committee(s) as providing useful opportunities for taking a
strategic overview of its work.

27. In addition to its own Committee Bill, the Committee has dealt with 5 Executive
Bills and 2 Member’s Bills as the lead committee since 1999.   The committee is
conscious of the time constraints under which the Parliament operates when
considering legislation and is concerned to ensure that there should be adequate
time for scrutinising general principles at Stage 1 and for submitting amendments
at Stage 2.  The committee would encourage its successor(s) to ensure that there
is adequate time for these processes when discussing timetabling arrangements.

28. When taking evidence on Bills and for inquiries, the Committee has found the
following to be effective in making sure the evidence sessions run smoothly and
are of benefit:
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� being selective in choosing witnesses
� grouping similar witnesses in panels and letting them answer the same

question in turn, rather than having repetitive evidence sessions and
� restricting the number of witnesses at the table at any one time, where

possible, up to a maximum of 4.

29. Working electronically.  The committee obtained some evidence for the Purposes
of Scottish Education inquiry via a discussion forum on the Parliament’s website.
This was a useful innovation which attracted some evidence from people who
may not otherwise have contributed to the inquiry.  Evidence submitted to
inquiries or at Stage 1 of Bills is normally published on the committee’s web
pages and the submission of evidence in electronic form is encouraged as far as
possible.  The committee used video-conference facilities during its inquiry into
the need for a Children’s Commissioner and would encourage this form of
evidence taking where appropriate.

Karen Gillon
Convener
Education, Culture and Sport Committee



ED/03/7/3(P)

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORT COMMITTEE

11 March 2003

Draft Committee Annual Report 2002 – 2003

1. The Committee is required to publish its annual report for the Parliamentary Year
12 May 2002 to 31 March 2003.  The style and length of the report have been
recommended by the Conveners’ Liaison Group in order to maintain consistency
across committees.

2. The Committee is asked to consider and agree the text of a first draft in order to
enable publication of all the committee reports at the end of the session.  The
report will require to be updated to include items of business considered or
concluded in the remaining meetings of the session.

3. Members are invited to consider and agree the draft text of the report which is
enclosed.

Ian Cowan Martin Verity
Assistant Clerk Clerk to the Committee



Education, Culture and Sport Committee

Draft Report 2003

The Annual Report of the Education, Culture and Sport Committee for the
Parliamentary Year 12 May 2002 to 31 March 2003

The Committee reports to the Parliament as follows—

Introduction

1. The Education, Culture and Sport Committee met weekly throughout the year
and conducted a wide range of inquiries into issues relevant to its remit while dealing
with an increasing volume of legislation.

Inquiries and Reports

2. The Committee and appointed reporter's undertook inquiries and produced
reports on various issues. The Committee appointed Jackie Baillie and Michael
Russell to conduct an inquiry into the structure and funding of Scotland's Museums.
The report's findings were forwarded to the Executive as part of their consultation on
an action plan for Scotland's museums.

3. The Committee conducted a wide-ranging and in depth inquiry into the
Purposes of Scottish Education.  The Committee encouraged a discussion on
developing a practical vision for Scottish education over the next decade.  The
Committee's report sets out a template against which future educational
developments should be assessed.

4. The Committee appointed a reporter, Irene McGugan, to conduct a broad-
ranging inquiry into the role of educational and cultural policy on the languages of
Scotland.  The report recommended that a cohesive language policy should be
devised for Scotland.  The report was translated into seven languages: Gaelic,
Scots, Bengali, Urdu, Punjabi, Arabic and Chinese.

Bills

5. The Committee considered the School Meals (Scotland) Bill which proposed
the provision of a free nutritious meal in the middle of the day for any pupil attending
a local authority school.  The Committee recommended in the Stage1 Report to the
Parliament that it did not agree the general principles of the Bill.  The Bill was not
agreed to at Stage 1.

6. The Committee considered the Protection of Children Bill. The Bill provides for
a list of persons unsuitable to work with children to be established and maintained by
Scottish Ministers.  The Bill was passed on 12 February 2003.



7. The Committee proposed a Bill, the Commissioner for Children and Young
People (Scotland) Bill, to establish the post of a Commissioner with the general
function of promoting and safeguarding the rights of children and young people.  The
Bill has completed Stage 2 and is still in progress.

8. The Committee considered the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Bill proposed by Mr
Michael Russell.  The Bill requires that certain public bodies publish, maintain and
implement plans to give effect to the principle that in the exercise of the functions of
those bodies the Gaelic and English language should be treated on a basis of
equality.  The Bill’s general principles were agreed to at Stage 1 on 6 March 2003.

9. As a secondary committee, the Committee took evidence and considered two
Bills at Stage 1 and reported to the Local Government Committee, the lead
committee for both the Bills.  The two Bills were the Local Government in Scotland
Bill, which was enacted on 11 February 2003, and the Public Appointments and
Public Bodies etc (Scotland) Bill, which was passed on 5 February 2003.

Subordinate Legislation

10. The Committee considered nine items of subordinate legislation.  In relation to
two of these instruments the committee wrote to the Executive expressing concern
over defects in the drafting of the instruments.

Petitions

11. The committee considered seven petitions, three of which were concerned with
education matters and the remaining four with culture or sport issues.  Three of the
petitions required consideration by the Committee at several meetings during the
session.

Meetings

12. The Committee met 25 times from 12 May 2002 to 25 February 2003.  Of these
meetings, 14 were held predominantly in public, 11 were wholly in public and no
meetings were wholly in private.  Of the 104 items of business taken, 19 items of
business were taken in private of which 15 were to consider draft reports and 4 were
to consider proposals for a Committee Bill.

13. The Committee held 1 meeting outwith Edinburgh in the City Chambers,
Glasgow.
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