
ED/02/20A

Education, Culture and Sport Committee

20th Meeting, 2002

Tuesday 25 June 2002

The Committee will meet at 1.30 pm in Committee Room 1

1. Items in private: The Committee will consider whether to take items 2 and 3 in
private.

2. Proposal for a Committee Bill: The Committee will consider a draft report on a
proposal for a Committee Bill to establish a Commissioner for Children and
Young People.

3. Committee Annual Report: The Committee will consider a draft Annual Report.

4. Protection of Children: The Committee will consider its approach to the
expected Bill on the protection of children.

5. Scottish Media Group: The Committee will consider a letter from BECTU on
regional programming.

6. Scottish Borders Council:  The Committee will note a report by the Controller of
Audit to the Accounts Commission.

7. Purposes of Education:  The Committee will take evidence from—

CBI Scotland

Graham Leicester, Scottish Council Foundation
Tristan Leicester, Scottish Council Foundation
James McCormick, Scottish Council Foundation

Andrew Brookes, Action of Churches Together in Scotland Education Group
John Oates, Action of Churches Together in Scotland Education Group
Jack Laidlaw, Action of Churches Together in Scotland Education Group
Colin Brown, Action of Churches Together in Scotland Education Group
Dianne Wolfson, Scottish Interfaith Council
Serwan Bhoghal, Scottish Interfaith Council
Alex Reid, Scottish Interfaith Council
Chris Foxon, Scottish Interfaith Council
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The following papers are attached for this meeting—

Draft report on proposal for Committee Bill          ED/02/20/1(P)
(Agenda item 2 - Private Paper)

Draft Committee Annual Report            ED/02/20/2(P)
(Agenda item 3 - Private Paper)

Clerk's note on expected Bill  on the protection of children       ED/02/20/3
(Agenda item 4)

Copy of letter from BECTU on regional programming         ED/02/20/4
(Agenda item 5)

Clerk's note on report by Controller of Audit to the
 Accounts Commission (Agenda item 6)    ED/02/20/5

The following papers are for information—

Written submissions on Purposes of Education Inquiry

       Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee

Room 2.7 Committee Chambers
Ext. 85204

Email: martin.verity@scottish.parliament.uk
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Protection of Children

1. It is likely that a Bill on the protection of children will be introduced in the middle
of September. The Bill will mean that individuals whose names are placed on a
List of Persons Unsuitable to Work with Children will be committing a criminal
offence if they work with children or apply to work with them.  The main points of
the Bill are expected to be that:

• The List will contain the names of individuals considered to be unsuitable to
work with children.

• Those on the List, which will include those convicted of certain serious
offences against children, will commit a criminal offence if they work with
children.

• Regulated organisations will be placed under a duty to notify the Scottish
Executive of people they judge to be unsuitable to work with children - eg if
they have dismissed someone for harming a child or placing a child at risk of
harm.  Other organisations will be able to make referrals to the List but will not
have a duty to refer.

• It will be an offence for an organisation to employ a person to work with
children if that person is on the List.

• Safeguards will be contained in the process of gathering evidence before
anyone is included on the List and an individual concerned will be able to
make representations with an appeals procedure thereafter.

• Those on the List will have the right to apply for a review every five years and
a Sheriff will direct the removal of the person from the List if satisfied that the
person no longer continues to pose a risk to children.

• The information on the List will only be released by Disclosure Scotland ( part
of the Scottish Criminal Record Office) as part of a check carried out under
Part V of the Police Act 1997 for posts which involve access to children.

2. The Committee is invited to consider whether or not it wants to appoint an adviser
to give advice on the Bill, prepare lines of questioning for witnesses and help in
the drafting of the Stage 1 Report.  If the Committee agrees in principle that it
would like to appoint an adviser, a shortlist of potential candidates could be
drawn up and considered by the Committee on 3 September.  A paper could also
be presented for consideration on 3 September with a proposed timetable for
Stage 1 consideration of the Bill.

Susan Duffy Martin Verity
Senior Assistant Clerk Clerk to the Committee
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Scottish Media Group – Reduction of Regional Programming

1. Attached is a letter from Paul McManus, Scottish Organiser for BECTU which
was sent to all MSPs.  It concerns an announcement made by ITV and the ITC
on an agreement to reduce regional programming and the subsequent effect of
this on Scotland.

2. The Committee will note that BECTU is asking for an investigation to be carried
out into the situation.  As Parliament goes into recess on 1 July, any formal
investigation would not be able to take place until September, and at that time,
the Committee may have a heavy legislative workload.  Therefore, the Committee
may wish to write to the broadcasting authorities with any concerns it may have.

3. The Committee is invited to consider this letter and to decide what further action,
if any, it wishes to take.

Susan Duffy Martin Verity
Senior Assistant Clerk Clerk to the Committee
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31 May 2002

TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

Dear Colleague,

Reduction of Regional Programming

You are probably aware of the recent announcement between ITV and the ITC on an
agreement to reduce regional programming.

At a recent meeting with SMG management, it was made clear to us that a reduction
in regional programming hours would mean significant job losses at both STV and
Grampian. In addition to this, I believe there is a real danger that SMG will have little
or no Sports Contracts for next season. They openly admit there will no SPL
contract, and informal feedback I have received suggests it is unlikely they will
secure contracts with either the SRU or SFL. The loss of either Regional
Programming or Sports will lead to large-scale job losses. Together, the impact
would be devastating, not only in job losses, but to Scottish viewers as well.

However I do believe these reductions in programming and staffing would be
extremely welcome to a predator such as Granada Media Group, who would not
wish to takeover and then undertake such an exercise. Granada received a lot of
negative publicity and political hostility when they did exactly this at Tyne-Tees TV.

That aside, the effect of this agreement is that, apart from News and Sport, STV will
be left with two half-hour programmes per week with which to reflect the entire
cultural diversity of Scotland. All other programming will be English imports. BECTU
and our members believe that Scotland needs a lot more than two regional news
stations employing a few dozen staff between them. That is the reality of what is
happening here.

We urge you to call for an immediate investigation by the Education, Sport and
Culture Committee. We would also ask you to call for the UK Government to
suspend this agreement immediately, until a thorough debate and investigation has
taken place.

Please feel free to call me should you require further information.

Yours sincerely,

PAUL McMANUS
Scottish Organiser
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Scottish Borders Council

1. Members will be aware that on 7 June, Audit Scotland published the Controller of
Audit’s follow up report on the financial management of education services at
Scottish Borders Council.   (This report is available on Audit Scotland’s website
and a number of spare copies will be available at the meeting).

2. The report was prepared at the request of the Accounts Commission for Scotland
and will now be considered by the Accounts Commission at its meeting on 10
July.

3. Members are invited to note the publication of the report.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee


