
ED/02/11(A)

Education, Culture and Sport Committee

11th Meeting, 2002

Tuesday 16 April 2002

The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in Committee Room 1

1. Items in private: The Committee will consider whether to take items 7 and 8 in
private.

2. Scottish Qualifications Authority Bill: The Committee will consider the Bill at
Stage 2.

3. Public Petitions: The Committee will consider PE427 – Health Education
Guidelines.

4. Budget Process 2003-04: The Committee will consider a report on the Scottish
Executive’s Annual Expenditure Report.

5. Local Government Covenant: The Committee will consider a draft of a
proposed covenant and joint standing conference between local government and
the Scottish Parliament.

6. Scottish Ballet: The Committee will consider correspondence from the Scottish
Arts Council.

7. Children’s Commissioner Bill: The Committee will receive an update on
proposals for a Committee Bill.

8. Forward Timetable: The Committee will consider its future work programme.

The following papers are attached for this meeting—

Clerk's note and copies of Petition PE 427 ED/02/11/1
(Agenda item 3)



Report on Budget Process ED/02/11/2
(Agenda item 4)

Draft Local Government Covenant ED/02/11/3
(Agenda item 5)

Letter from Scottish Arts Council re Scottish Ballet ED/02/11/4
(Agenda item 6)

Draft of Committee Forward Timetable ED/02/11/5(P)
(Agenda item 8)

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee

Room 2.7 Committee Chambers
Ext. 85204

Email: martin.verity@scottish.parliament.uk



ED/02/11/1

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORT COMMITTEE

16 MARCH 2002

Petition PE 427: Petition by Rev Iain Murdoch and Monsignor Michael
Conway

The Petition

1. The petition was considered by the Public Petitions Committee (PPC) on
Tuesday 19 December 2001. At that meeting the petitioner provided
extensive oral evidence on the background to the petition and was
questioned by members.  At the same meeting Phil Gallie MSP moved
that the PPC should write to the Executive requesting that the working
group on sex education in schools be reconvened.  This proposal was
defeated following a division.

Action to date

2. The petitioners have met with the Convener and Vice Convener of the
Education, Culture and Sport Committee to discuss the petition and the
meeting of 16 April will be the first occasion at which the full Education,
Culture and Sport Committee have considered the petition.

3. Members have been sent a folder that includes all the material and
correspondence provided by the petitioners and the letters received
supporting the petition.

4. The Clerks have written to all the Directors of Education in Scotland and a
summary of their responses is attached.  Full copies of the responses are
available to any members who require them.

Information

5. A copy of the petition and an additional summary of concerns provided by
petitioners following the meeting with the Convener and Vice Convener
are also attached.

Ian Cowan  Martin Verity
Assistant Clerk  Clerk to the Committee



ED/02/11/2

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORT COMMITTEE

16 April 2002

Budget Process 2003-04

1. The Committee is invited to consider the enclosed report from its reporter, Mr
Frank McAveety, on the Scottish Executive’s Annual Expenditure Report (AER)
2003-04 and the recommendations contained in Section 10 of his report.

2. The report provides details of the content of the AER with regard to education,
culture and sport.  The paper is intended to provide information to the committee
concerning the current spending plans of the Executive in order to inform the
committee’s scrutiny of the Executive’s budget.

3. At its meeting of 12 March Mr Frank McAveety reported to the Committee on the
2003/04 budget process and the committee identified a number of areas on
which it wished to focus in its consideration.  At its meeting of 26 March the
committee considered a further paper and identified topics which could be
considered in oral evidence.

4. The remaining timetable for consideration of stage 1 of the budget process is:

Meeting Issue
23 April Oral evidence from COSLA, Association of Head Teachers, Head

Teachers’ Association and from (Deputy) Minister for Education and
Young People.

30 April Oral evidence from National Institutions, National Companies and from
(Deputy) Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport.

14 May Draft report to the Finance Committee.
21 May Sign off report to the Finance Committee.

5. The Finance Committee will report to the Parliament, which will debate the report
before the summer recess.

6. At stage 2 of the budget process, the Executive will publish firmer spending plans
in the light of the Parliament’s consideration of stage 1.  Subject committees will
report to the Finance Committee on these plans and the Finance Committee will
have the option of putting forward an alternative budget, with the proviso that this
must keep within the over-all spending limit set by the Executive.  The Finance
Committee’s report will be debated by the Parliament before the Christmas
recess.

7. Stage 3 is the formal Parliamentary process of consideration of the Budget Bill, in
January 2003.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee



ED/02/11/3

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORT COMMITTEE

16 April 2002

Local Government Covenant

1. The committee is invited to consider whether it has any comments to make on
the enclosed draft of a proposed covenant and standing joint conference between
the Scottish Parliament and local government.

2. The draft document has been endorsed by COSLA on behalf of its member
councils and passed for information to those councils which are not currently in
membership.

3. The Local Government Committee seeks the comments of subject committees
and the Procedures Committee on the draft document by 26 April (copy letter
enclosed).  Thereafter it is intended that the covenant should become a topic for
committee business in the Chamber, with an accompanying motion that the
Parliament approves the covenant.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee
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EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORT COMMITTEE

16 April 2002

Scottish Ballet

Response from the Scottish Arts Council

Following the Committee meeting on 26 March 2002, a letter was sent to the
Scottish Arts Council, copied to Scottish Ballet and the Minister asking for
clarification on the selection process for a new Artistic Director.

Attached is a copy of the letter which was sent on behalf of the Committee, together
with the response from the Scottish Arts Council.

The Committee is invited to comment on the response from SAC.

Susan Duffy Martin Verity
Senior Assistant Clerk Clerk to the Committee



Education, Culture and Sport Committee

Tel: 0131 348 5906 E-mail:
frank.mcaveety.msp@scottish.parliament.uk Web: www.scottish.parliament.uk/

ED/02/11/4

Education, Culture and Sport Committee

Mr Graham Berry Room 2.7
Acting Director Committee Chambers
Scottish Arts Council George IV Bridge
12 Manor Place Edinburgh
Edinburgh EH99 1SP
EH3 7DD 28 March 2002

Dear Mr Berry

Scottish Ballet

It has been brought to the attention of the Education, Culture and Sport Committee
that there may still be concerns surrounding the appointment of a new artistic
director for Scottish Ballet and the involvement of members of the Company in the
selection process.

The Committee received a copy of minutes of a meeting of the Company which
expressed concerns over the selection process for the new artistic director.  The
concerns raised were that the selection process was flawed in that there was no
member of Scottish Ballet on the selection panel and that the Company or at least
section of the Company did not have the opportunity to view the candidates.

I note from an e-mail sent to me by Christopher Barron that Scottish Ballet is saying
that there is still an opportunity for members of the Company to view the candidates.

You will be aware from the Committee’s inquiry that the involvement of the Company
in decision making processes was considered to be of the utmost importance and
therefore I would be grateful if you could respond to the issues raised in this letter.

The Committee would like to consider your response at their next meeting which will
be held on 16 April.  To ensure the Committee members have adequate time to



Education, Culture and Sport Committee

Tel: 0131 348 5906 E-mail:
frank.mcaveety.msp@scottish.parliament.uk Web: www.scottish.parliament.uk/

consider your response prior to the meeting, I would be grateful if you could send
your response to Martin Verity, Clerk to the Committee by 11 April.

Yours sincerely

Frank McAveety.
Deputy Convener, Education, Culture and Sport Committee

cc   Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport
Mr Duncan McGhie, Scottish Ballet

   Mr James Boyle, Scottish Arts Council


