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GLASGOW AIRPORT RAIL LINK BILL COMMITTEE 

 
AGENDA 

 
10th Meeting, 2006 (Session 2) 

 
2 October 2006 

 
The Committee will meet at 11.00 am in Committee Room 2. 
 
1. Items in private: The Committee will decide whether to consider the assessor’s 

report on outstanding objections at phase one of Consideration Stage, the 
Committee’s approach to its phase one Consideration Stage report and the draft 
phase one Consideration Stage report, in private, at this meeting and at future 
meetings. 

2. Written evidence: The Committee will consider its approach to written evidence 
received on issues arising from its Preliminary Stage report and from evidence 
received at phase one of Consideration Stage. 

3. Assessor report and draft Consideration Stage report: The Committee will 
consider a report by the assessor on outstanding objections to the Bill and its 
approach to its draft phase one Consideration Stage report. 

4. Oral evidence: The Committee will take evidence on issues outstanding from its 
Preliminary Stage report and arising from evidence on phase one of 
Consideration Stage from— 

Panel 1 
John Halliday, Assistant Chief Executive, Transport and Strategy, Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport; 

Charles Hoskins, Director, Major Projects, Strathclyde Partnership for 
Transport; 

Paul Irving, Partner, John Kennedy & Co; 

Neil Halket, Associate Director, Faber Maunsell; 

Dani Fiumicelli, Technical Director, Environmental Noise and Vibration, Faber 
Maunsell; 
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Brian Cuthbert, Principal Consultant, Faber Maunsell. 

Not before 1.30 pm 

Panel 2 
Ron Cully, Chief Executive, Strathclyde Partnership for Transport; 

John Halliday, Assistant Chief Executive, Transport and Strategy, Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport; 

Charles Hoskins, Director, Major Projects, Strathclyde Partnership for 
Transport. 

 

 
David Cullum 

Clerk to the Committee 
Room T2.60, The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh, EH99 1SP 
0131 348 5951 

david.cullum@scottish.parliament.uk
 
 
 
The following papers are attached for this meeting— 
 
 
Agenda item 2 
Additional written evidence 
 
Agenda item 3 
Consideration of assessor report and approach to the draft  
phase one Consideration Stage report (private paper) 
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GLASGOW AIRPORT RAIL LINK BILL COMMITTEE 
 

ADDITIONAL WRITTEN EVIDENCE 
 
Background 

1. During Preliminary Stage and during Consideration Stage – Phase 1 
additional evidence was requested from the promoter and other 
witnesses on a number of issues. 

 
2. This written evidence has now been received and is attached in 

Annexe A-C. 
 
Glasgow Airport Ltd 

3. At its meetings during Preliminary Stage, the Committee decided to 
seek further evidence from Glasgow Airport about the acquisition of the 
British Airport Authority (BAA) by Ferrovial and whether the change of 
ownership would influence GAL’s commitment to GARL and the 
airports current policy. 

 
4. A reply from BAA is attached as Annexe A. The Committee is invited to 

consider the response provided. 
 
Asbestos  

5. Annexe B contains a response to a query raised by Mr Brian Monteith 
MSP on the alleged use of asbestos at Glasgow Airport and the 
likelihood of asbestos release into the air due to the vibration of trains. 

 
6. The Committee is invited to consider the response from the Promoter. 

 
Outstanding Issues 

7. Annexe C contains a response from the Promoter to questions     
raised in relation to outstanding issues arising from its Preliminary 
Stage report and Consideration Stage – Phase 1. 

 
Central Station opening hours 

8. The Promoter provided further written information relating to 
outstanding issues in its Preliminary Stage report on the opening hours 
of Central station. 

 
Park and Ride 

9. The Promoter provided further written information relating to 
outstanding issues in its Preliminary Stage report on the park and ride 
operation  
 

Safety and Security 
10. The Promoter provided updated written evidence on outstanding safety 

and security issues. 
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Consultation 

11. The Promoter provided an update on the consultation process with 
objectors as requested by the Committee in its Preliminary Stage 
report. 
 

Funding Estimate 
12.  The promoter has provided an update on the Funding Estimate as 

requested by the Committee in its Preliminary Stage report. 
 

Noise and Vibration 
13. The Promoter has provided an updated version of the Noise and 

Vibration Policy for information. The promoter notes that this policy has 
been updated to reflect undertakings given by the Promoter to 
objectors at the Assessor evidence gathering meetings. 

 
Code of Construction Practice 

14. The Promoter has provided an updated version of the Code of 
Construction Practice for information. The promoter notes that this 
policy has been updated to reflect undertakings given by the Promoter. 
A policy paper has also been produced.  

 
Recommendation 

15. The Committee is invited to note the written evidence at Annexes 
A-C and to consider it as part of the evidence for consideration at 
Consideration Stage. 

 
Private Bills Unit 
September 2006 
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Annexe A 

GLASGOW AIRPORT RAIL LINK BILL 
 
We refer to the above and to Terry Shevlin’s email of 4 July concerning the 
acquisition of BAA plc by Ferrovial. That email was itself prompted by an 
email to Mr Shevlin from Myles Fitt at Citigate.  The purpose of this letter is to 
clarify for the GARL Committeee the position of BAA plc and the BAA group of 
companies in relation to the Ferrovial takeover and to alleviate any concern 
that, for the purposes of the GARL Bill, there may be a ‘change of objector’.  
Our view is that there is no such change. 
 
What has happened in outline is that the majority of the shares in BAA plc 
have been bought by a Ferrovial consortium company.  All that has changed, 
therefore, is the identity of those owning shares in BAA plc.  BAA plc 
continues as before.   
 
Turning to the parliamentary process for consideration of the GARL Bill 
process, the BAA group company which has lodged an objection to that Bill is 
Glasgow Airport Limited.  That company is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Scottish Airports Limited i.e. 100% of the shares in Glasgow Airport Limited 
are owned by Scottish Airports Limited.  In turn Scottish Airports Limited is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of BAA plc.  This position has not changed because 
of the Ferrovial takeover. 
 
Terry Shevlin kindly copied to us the section of the Guidance on Private Bills 
which deals with a change in identity of corporate objectors.  It is our view that 
this does not apply to the objection lodged by Glasgow Airport Limited.  To 
use the terminology of the guidance there is no "old" or "new" company as a 
result of the Ferrovial takeover.  The identity of Glasgow Airport Limited has 
not changed, and that company continues to operate Glasgow Airport.   
 
To summarise, we are of the view that the Ferrovial takeover has not resulted 
in any change to the identity of the objector in relation to the GARL Bill.  We 
hope this is a helpful clarification for you, but should you or the committee 
wish any further information, please feel free to contact the writer in the first 
instance.   
 
We should say, for completeness, that Citigate no longer represent Ferrovial’s 
interest in BAA plc and that any further correspondence concerning Glasgow 
Airport Limited’s objection to the GARL Bill should be directed either to 
ourselves or to Glasgow Airport Limited (and copied to us) 
Yours faithfully 
 
Christine M O’Neill 
On behalf of Brodies LLP 
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Annexe B 
RESPONSE FROM THE PROMOTER ON ASBESTOS 

Introduction 
 
A query has been received by one of the GARL Parliamentary Committee 
members from an asbestos consultant alleging that Glasgow Airport is “full of 
asbestos and the vibration of the trains is likely to release the asbestos into 
the air”. The email goes on to say that “He has been stonewalled when he has 
attempted to raise this before”.  The Promoter is not aware of any previous 
correspondence, queries or objections regarding asbestos at Glasgow Airport.   
 
In determining whether the operation of GARL would disturb asbestos at 
Glasgow Airport, there are two issues to consider: 
 

1. Is there any asbestos at Glasgow Airport and if so where is it? 
2. Would vibration from the operation of GARL actually be able to affect 

any such asbestos? 
 
Presence and Location of Asbestos at Glasgow Airport 
 
The original Glasgow Airport Terminal Building was designed by Sir Basil 
Spence and was constructed in 1966.  In 1990, the terminal building was 
extended and a new structure was placed around the Basil Spence building 
so that it is now actually inside the current building, with the concrete arches 
of the original terminal, which once overlooked Caledonia Road, now forming 
the façade of the check-in area.  Other buildings at the airport close to the 
GARL alignment, including the MSCP 2, are of more recent construction 
(2002). 
 
The Promoter has consulted with BAA at Glasgow Airport and understand that 
asbestos surveys of the terminal building have been undertaken and that all 
occurrences of asbestos within the building have been identified.  The 
Promoter has been advised that there has also been an on-going programme 
of removal and that there is now actually very little asbestos remaining within 
the terminal.  In addition, such asbestos as has been located is present only 
within the original Basil Spence building.  Furthermore, the use of asbestos in 
buildings was phased out in the mid-1980s.  As such it would be extremely 
unlikely that there would be any asbestos present in the 1990 structure 
surrounding the 1960s terminal, that now fronts Caledonia Road, or the 
MSCP 2.  Therefore this places any possible asbestos some distance from 
the proposed GARL alignment (a distance of at least 150 metres). 
 
Transmission of Vibration from GARL 
 
Predictions of vibration from GARL were made as part of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment and discussed in Chapter 13 of the GARL Environmental 
Statement.  This stated that the potential for structural damage due to 
vibration relies solely on the peak particle velocity (PPV) generated by any 
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given event.  The number of events is not normally critical to the onset of 
building damage. 
 
Measurements undertaken within the Murray Business Area showed that the 
existing PPV due to passage of current trains at the vibration monitoring 
positions (the closest point being 20 metres from the railway) were typically 
0.14-0.86 m/s, which were well below levels at which the onset of cosmetic 
building damage may commence (i.e. 5 m/s).  In addition, it should be noted 
that whilst the propagation of vibration from train movements varies with 
ground and track bed conditions from location to location, it invariably falls 
rapidly with distance. 
 
It was therefore concluded that an increase in railway use along the existing 
line or along the proposed viaduct, which would include the Glasgow Airport 
approach and station, would simply introduce more occurrences of similar 
levels of PPV, but that these would not be sufficient to generate structural or 
cosmetic damage to buildings adjacent to the existing track or the proposed 
branch line. 
 
Therefore, as any asbestos within the airport is likely to be at least 150 metres 
away from the GARL alignment and proposed new station, vibration effects on 
the terminal building (and therefore on any asbestos) from trains on the 
viaduct and at the station would be negligible, particularly as trains would also 
be travelling slowly as they entered or left the airport station. 
 
In addition, it is likely that the distance from the GARL to the airport buildings 
(and therefore any potential asbestos) is sufficiently large that any vibration 
from the GARL will not exceed existing vibration levels from infrastructure and 
activities at the airport such as roads and car parks, escalators, baggage 
check in conveyor belts, luggage carousels, luggage trolleys, people walking 
around, doors opening and closing, runway maintenance activities, aircraft 
fuelling, baggage loading and unloading, catering operations, aircraft ground 
movements and aircraft taking off and landing. 
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Annexe C  
 
Link to the Promoter’s responses:- 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/glasgowAirLink
Bill/documents.htm#UsefulDocuments
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/glasgowAirLinkBill/documents.htm#UsefulDocuments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/glasgowAirLinkBill/documents.htm#UsefulDocuments
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