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When I gave evidence to the Finance Committee on 6 March about Scottish Water’s Annual Report, 
one of the issues covered was changes to the statutory powers of local authorities in relation to odour 
from sewerage works.  You asked if I would write to the Committee reiterating the points I made 
then about how the new powers would work in practice. 
 
Essentially, the issue of odour appears to have been a growing problem in recent years.  There are a 
number of reasons why this should be so, but in response to public concerns about this issue, the 
Executive gave Scottish Water specific requirements in the current investment programme to deal 
with odour problems at a number of its works where significant odour problems were identified.  
This was supported first by a voluntary code and then by a statutory code of practice which came 
into effect on 22 April 2006.  The statutory code places a duty of compliance on the operators of 
waste water treatment works (WWTW), whether Scottish Water or PFI/PPP operated. 
 
Specifically, the code requires all WWTW in Scotland serving a population equivalent of 500 people 
to produce an odour management plan (OMP) by 1 April 2007 for approval by the relevant local 
authority.  Production of OMPs was undertaken by phased work which began last year.   
 
If the local authority determines that odour nuisance is occurring, the work’s operator is required to 
produce an odour improvement plan (OIP) initially by 1 April 2007 for approval by the relevant local 
authority, and by agreement between the parties thereafter.  The OIP will set out the best practicable 
means for controlling odour at individual works.  This will be based on investigation to identify and 
evaluate sources and causes of odour and a detailed review of available options to control odour in 
order to avoid nuisance.  This will include timescales, financial implications and environmental 
impact.  The OIP will also include a phased programme including defined dates for delivery of 
reports and other outputs, and can be prepared in a number of phases.  The local authority will work 
together with the operator but fundamentally must approve the OIP, including compliance 
timescales. 
 



 

 

So essentially, the statutory code stipulates a phased implementation of odour control measures 
based on a hierarchy of measures which will be tailored to each individual WWTW.  It places a duty 
of compliance on WWTW operators, whether they be Scottish Water or a PPP contractor, and gives 
local authorities the key role to regulate compliance in this area.  This code goes beyond any similar 
legislative controls elsewhere in the UK and provides a systematic framework of operational and 
management controls within feasible timescales for all WWTWs in Scotland.   
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