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An Update on Invitations for Membership of NORPEC  

 
 

1. At the NORPEC meeting of the 9th March 2004 in Barcelona, Members 
agreed unanimously to invite three new Members to join the Network. 
These three Members had all submitted letters indicating that they 
would like to be considered for Membership and it was felt that all three 
met the criteria for Membership as outlined in the NORPEC ‘Working 
Procedures’.  

 
2. The New Members in question were The ‘European Affairs’ 

Committees of the Basque Country, Saxony-Anhalt and Flanders 
respectively. All three were issued formal invitations (please see 
ANNEX A for copies of the invitation letters). 

 
3. On the 2nd June 2004, the Basque Parliament ‘European Affairs’ 

Committee sent a fax accepting the invitation, which read: 
 

“From Gema González de Txabarri Miranda – Secretary of the 
Committee for the European Union and External Affairs: 
 
The Committee of the European Union and External Affairs of the 
Basque Parliament, at its meeting of the 6th of May 2004, has decided 
to accept the invitation issued by the Conveners of the Committees 
from Scotland and Catalonia, to join NORPEC. 
 
In order to confirm this I send this certification with the approval of the 
President of the Committee in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Xabier Ormaetxea, 
agreed on May 6 th 2004.” 

 
4. On the 9th July 2004, the Saxony-Anhalt Parliament ‘European Affairs’ 

Committee sent a letter accepting the invitation which read: 
 

“From Dr Werner Sobetzko, Chair of the European Affairs Committee 
of Saxon-Anhalt - On the 1st July 2004 the Council of Elders of the 
Federal State Parliament of Saxony-Anhalt, who represent the entire 
Parliament, considered the wish of the Committee to become a 
Member of the Network and unanimously gave its agreement. I 
therefore accept the invitation to become a member of NORPEC on 
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behalf of the Committee for European Affairs of the Federal State 
Parliament of Saxony-Anhalt”. 

 
5. The Flemish Parliament had elections on the 13th June 2004, and 

therefore the invitation to their ‘European Affairs’ Committee was 
delayed until after the election, and subsequent establishment of their 
Committees. The timing of the Edinburgh Meeting has meant the 
Flemish Parliament have not had sufficient time to consider the 
invitation to join NORPEC and therefore cannot attend.  

 
6. It is therefore confirmed that the invitations sent to the ‘European 

Affairs’ Committees of the Basque and Saxony-Anhalt Parliaments 
were accepted. They will send delegations to the NORPEC meeting on 
the 26th November 2004 in Edinburgh, at which point they will officially 
join the Network. 
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ANNEX A 
 
Dear Dr Sobetzko, 
 
Re. Membership of NORPEC (Network of Regional Parliamentary 
European Committees) 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding this Network and your expression of 
interest in joining. This was considered at the NORPEC meeting of 8-9 March 
2004, in Barcelona. I am delighted to inform you that the current members 
unanimously agreed to extend an official invitation to your ‘European Affairs’ 
Committee to become a full member of our Network. 
 
At our meeting in Barcelona, we agreed that three new members would be 
approached to join with us in our common work. In addition to Saxony-Anhalt, 
we agreed to invite the ‘European Affairs’ committees from the Parliaments of 
Flanders and the Basque Country as part of a ‘first wave’ of new members.  
 
It is now the intention of NORPEC to organise a Conference/Seminar in the 
autumn of 2004 for both the two current members and the three proposed 
new members. During this Conference/Seminar the three new members will 
officially become members of NORPEC. It is expected that this 
Conference/Seminar will take place in Edinburgh, Scotland, and we hope to 
send full details you in due course. 
 
If you accept this invitation to join the Network, NORPEC’s officials will keep 
you up to date with all the latest activities and news and all the arrangements 
for the Conference/Seminar, at which we very much hope a delegation from 
your Committee will be able to attend. 
 
This is a very exciting time for NORPEC as we look to strengthen the Network 
with new members and develop a common work programme that will provide 
a strong voice for the Sub Member-State national/regional Parliamentary 
Committees of the European Union. 
 
Included with this letter is a copy of the minutes of the recent NORPEC 
meeting in Barcelona, which details all the decisions taken by members. We 
look forward to hearing from you soon and very much hope you will accept 
this invitation and become part of NORPEC.  
 
Yours sincerely,     

   
 
Richard Lochhead MSP   Josep Carbonell MCP 
Convener of the Scottish Parliament’s  Chair of the Catalan Parliament’s 
European and External Relations Committee Committee of the European Union 
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Dear Mr Xabier Ormaetxea, 
 
Re. Membership of NORPEC (Network of Regional Parliamentary 
European Committees) 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding this Network and your expression of 
interest in joining. This was considered at the NORPEC meeting of 8-9 March 
2004, in Barcelona. I am delighted to inform you that the current members 
unanimously agreed to extend an official invitation to your ‘European Affairs’ 
Committee to become a full member of our Network. 
 
At our meeting in Barcelona, we agreed that three new members would be 
approached to join with us in our common work. In addition to the Basque 
Country, we agreed to invite the ‘European Affairs’ committees from the 
Parliaments of Flanders and Saxony-Anhalt as part of a ‘first wave’ of new 
members.  
 
It is now the intention of NORPEC to organise a Conference/Seminar in the 
autumn of 2004 for both the two current members and the three proposed 
new members. During this Conference/Seminar the three new members will 
officially become members of NORPEC. It is expected that this 
Conference/Seminar will take place in Edinburgh, Scotland, and we hope to 
send full details you in due course. 
 
If you accept this invitation to join the Network, NORPEC’s officials will keep 
you up to date with all the latest activities and news and all the arrangements 
for the Conference/Seminar, at which we very much hope a delegation from 
your Committee will be able to attend. 
 
This is a very exciting time for NORPEC as we look to strengthen the Network 
with new members and develop a common work programme that will provide 
a strong voice for the Sub Member-State national/regional Parliamentary 
Committees of the European Union. 
 
Included with this letter is a copy of the minutes of the recent NORPEC 
meeting in Barcelona, which details all the decisions taken by members. We 
look forward to hearing from you soon and very much hope you will accept 
this invitation and become part of NORPEC.  
 
Yours sincerely,   

   
 
Richard Lochhead MSP   Josep Carbonell MCP  
Convener of the Scottish Parliament’s  Chair of the Catalan Parliament’s 
European and External Relations Committee Committee of the European Union 
 


