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A Brief Introduction - Who’s who

The NORPEC membership is currently as
follows:

The Scottish Parliament’s European and External
Relations Committee

     Chair – Richard Lochhead MSP

The Catalan Parliament’s Committee of the
European Union, External Actions, Cooperation
and Solidarity

        Chair – Marcel Riera MCP
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The NORPEC secretariat is composed of officials
from all participating members. If you would like
more information on the work of NORPEC, then
please contact Nick Hawthorne at:-

Nick Hawthorne
Assistant Clerk
European and External Relations Committee
The Scottish Parliament
Tel: +44 (0) 131 348 5232
RNID Typetalk: 080010131 348 5232
(Central) Textphone: 0131 348 5415
Fax: +44 (0) 131 348 5088
Email: nicholas.hawthorne@scottish.parliament.uk

Alternatively, you can write to the following address :-

Nick Hawthorne
Assistant Clerk
European and External Relations Committee
The Scottish Parliament
Room 5.16 PHQ
George IV Bridge
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP
Scotland, UK.



RECENT ACTIVITIES

The Scottish Parliament’s European
Committee, having consulted at length with
the Chair of the Catalan Committee, made a
joint submission to the European Convention
on February 5th 2003. Due to scheduling
difficulties, this submission was not made
officially by NORPEC, but by the Scottish
Parliament’s  European Committee, with the
full support of its NORPEC partner. The joint
submission brought together several areas of
common opinion in extremely significant areas
of the Future of Europe debate. It received
several notable acknowledgments and was
fed into the plenary debate of the European
Convention that discussed the regional
dimension on 7th February 2003. The
submission was also sent to David Martin
MEP, Vice-President of the European
Parliament.

The founding partners of NORPEC have
agreed with the Presidents/Presiding Officers
of their respective Parliaments to strengthen
the network and begin its work. With the joint
submission now successfully completed, it is
time for NORPEC to look to the future.

NORPEC will now start meeting regularly.
NORPEC also intends to hold a conference in
Edinburgh in due course, at which Chairs
‘European Committees’ from regional/sub
Member State national Parliaments with
similar legislative powers will be invited to
discuss key issues and learn more about
NORPEC, with a view to joining the network.

BACKGROUND

Welcome to NORPEC. This leaflet is aimed at
giving you some information on how NORPEC
started, what the future plans of the Network
are, and how to contact us.

The decision to work towards the establishment
of 'NORPEC' (Network of Regional
Parliamentary European Committees) was
made in late 2002 following lengthy
consultation with a number of regional
Parliamentary European Committees.

NORPEC was subsequently established in
2003 with the founding partners being the
‘European Committees’ of Scotland and
Catalonia. With the backing of the Presiding
Officers/Presidents of their respective
Parliaments, the Scottish Parliament’s
European and External Relations Committee
and the Catalan Parliament’s Committee of the
European Union, External Actions,
Cooperation and Solidarity became the first
NORPEC members.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

NORPEC seeks to establish a new network
within the constitutional nations/regions that is
a forum for sharing ideas and experience on
parliamentary procedure and best practice, and
that would begin to discuss views on policy
issues. The network will consist of
representatives from the relevant committees
within the constitutional nations/regions,
specifically those with similar legislative powers
to the founding constitutional nations/regions
of NORPEC.

As an initial task it was agreed that the founding
partners would work towards producing a joint
paper for submission to the European
Convention on the Future of Europe, by
January/February 2003.

A statement of intent was agreed between the
founding partners which included the intention
to extend NORPEC, over the longer term, to
include other 'European Committees' in
similarly powered legislatures.

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

It is the intention of the founding partners of
NORPEC to work together to firmly establish
the network and begin its work of engaging in
exchanges of Committee documents,
information, views and ideas. It is also our
intention to begin to make informal contact
with other regional/sub Member State national
parliamentary European Committees with a
view to expanding NORPEC in the fullness of
time. The founding partners wish to deepen
relationships between Scotland and Catalonia
first, and then consider expansion to involve
other constitutional nations/regions with
similar powers.

The future work programme of NORPEC could
include these important areas:

The post-Convention period – this will be 
vitally important for constitutional European
nations/regions in the build up to the IGC 
of 2004

Enlargement – as Enlargement approaches,
regionalisation in Central and Eastern 
Europe will be a key area

A continuation of exchanges of Committee
documents, information, best practice, ideas
and opinions

Highlighting areas of common interest and
opinion, to give Regions a larger collective
voice

It is hoped that NORPEC will establish itself as
an effective collective voice for the ‘European
Committees’ of regional/sub Member State
national Parliaments, at a time when the
European Parliament calls for greater
cooperation between the regions and the
European Parliament. NORPEC seeks to
provide the basis for European Committees
across the constitutional nations/regions of
Europe to share ideas and form common
opinions in areas of mutual interest.


