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Welcome to the third edition of ‘NORPEC News’. There have been
many recent exciting developments within NORPEC, all of which
you can learn more about inside this edition of the newsletter.
Following on from the first official NORPEC meeting, held in
Barcelona in March 2004, NORPEC gathered together in the new
Scottish Parliament building in Edinburgh for a seminar and the
second NORPEC meeting. This occasion saw the ‘European Affairs’
committees from the Basque Country and Saxony-Anhalt become
Members of NORPEC. This takes our Membership to four, and it
was wonderful to welcome them aboard.

After being welcomed to the Scottish Parliament by John Swinney
MSP, Convener of the Scottish Parliament’s European and External
Relations Committee, the visiting delegations were given a tour of
the new Scottish Parliament building, designed by Catalan architect,
Enric Miralles. The seminar was opened by The Rt Hon. George Reid
MSP, Presiding Officer of the Scottish Parliament and the guest
speaker was the former MEP and Member of the Convention on the
Future of Europe, Professor Sir Neil MacCormick. Both the seminar
and the meeting of NORPEC which followed were extremely
productive and full details can be found inside.

We hope you enjoy this edition of NORPEC News. Remember you
can keep up to date with all the latest NORPEC activities by logging
on to our website: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/europe/norpec.htm

The Four Chairs of the NORPEC Member Committees (from left to right, 
Francesc Xavier Boya i Alós, John Swinney, Xabier Ormaetxea Garai and Dr Werner Sobetzko)
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NORPEC Seminar and 2nd Meeting –
26th November 2004

Seminar

NORPEC Members old and new gathered in
Edinburgh on 26th November 2004 for a seminar
and meeting. The seminar was opened by the
Presiding Officer of The Scottish Parliament, The
Rt Hon. George Reid MSP and featured Professor
Sir Neil MacCormick, former Scottish MEP and
Member of the Convention on the Future of
Europe.

The seminar produced some very interesting
discussions, which revolved around a central
question – how can regional parliaments with
legislative power make a greater impact on EU
decision making? These discussions, which
involved all NORPEC Members, included the role
for NORPEC, the role of specific ‘European
Affairs’ Committees in an ever changing EU, and
ways of improving early intelligence gathering. 

After a morning of lively discussions between
NORPEC Members and Professor Sir Neil
MacCormick, several conclusions emerged, which
included:

• NORPEC must be selective to be effective and
not attempt to influence every piece of
legislation in the EU

Professor Sir Neil MacCormick, The Rt Hon. George Reid MSP and
John Swinney MSP open the NORPEC seminar

• NORPEC should strive for good relations with
MEPs and strong working links with EP
Committees

• NORPEC should consider meeting in Brussels

2nd Meeting – New Members

The first item of business at the NORPEC meeting
was to officially record the Membership of the
‘European Affairs’ committees from the Basque
Country and Saxony-Anhalt. It is wonderful to see
NORPEC expanding from two members to four.
All members then decided it was important to
consolidate the membership at this stage and get
down to work.

Work Programme

The most important discussions at the meeting
were focused on the Work Programme for
NORPEC. Following on from the issues discussed
at the morning seminar, Members enjoyed very
productive discussions in the afternoon on what
direction NORPEC should take with its Work
Programme. It was agreed that NORPEC should
begin by producing a research paper into how
each of the NORPEC Member Committees
currently scrutinises the activities of the EU,
gathers early intelligence and tries to influence
decision making. The paper will also examine
ideas for improving all of these areas with a view
to making an increased meaningful contribution.

Next Meeting

Members were delighted to accept an offer from
the Saxony-Anhalt delegation to host the next
NORPEC meeting in 2005. The meeting will be held
in Magdeburg at the Saxony-Anhalt Parliament in
autumn 2005 and the main item of business will
be an update on the progress made with the
NORPEC Work Programme and discussions on
how to further the work of the Network.
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Promotion of Scotland Worldwide

The Committee has been very busy in the second
half of 2004, as it seeks to bring to a conclusion
its Inquiry into the Promotion of Scotland
Worldwide. Delegations from the Committee
undertook successful fact-finding visits to Paris,
Dublin, Flanders and the USA to find out how
those countries/regions/cities promote themselves
on the world stage. The Committee has also
received a great deal of written views and heard
from distinguished people such as former First
Minister of Scotland, The Rt Hon. Henry McLeish
and the former UK Foreign Secretary, The Rt Hon.
Robin Cook MP. The Committee hopes to publish
its full Report early in 2005.

Dutch Ambassador

To mark the Dutch Presidency of the EU in the
second half of 2004, the Committee was
delighted that the Dutch Ambassador to the UK,
His Excellency Count Jan d’Ansembourg, came to
Edinburgh on 16th September 2004 to address a
public meeting on the priorities of the Presidency.
The Luxembourg Ambassador to the UK will also
give a public address at the Scottish Parliament in
January 2005.

Partner Profiles
News from the Scottish Parliament’s European
and External Relations Committee

Committee Members meet with the UK Ambassador to the USA,
Sir David Manning, in Washington DC

The Dutch Ambassador to the UK, His Excellency,
Count Jan d’Ansembourg and Irene Oldfather MSP

Visitors – NCSL, Neil Kinnock

On 6th-7th October 2004, The Scottish Parliament
welcomed a delegation from the National
Conference of State Legislatures in the USA.
Members of the European and External Relations
Committee met with the US delegation, which
was led by the President of NCSL, Delegate John
Hurson. The visit was very successful and a
delegation from the Scottish Parliament was
delighted to be able to visit Delegate Hurson in
Washington DC as part of the Committees trip to
the USA.

Neil Kinnock, former MP and European
Commissioner, visited the Scottish Parliament on
9th December 2004. Mr Kinnock spoke at a
public meeting, discussing his previous role as a
Commissioner and his recent appointment as
Chair of the British Council.

Looking Ahead

For all the latest news from the Committee,
follow this link:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/european/index.htm

Issue 3   The Bulletin of the Network of Regional Parliamentary European Committees March 2005

NORPEC News



4

The Catalan Parliament’s Committee of the
European Union is a parliamentary committee
whose purpose is the monitoring of external affairs
issues related to the EU.

New Convener

The Catalan Parliament’s Committee of the
European Union has a new chair, following the
departure of Mr Josep Carbonell. Mr Carbonell
Chaired the first NORPEC meeting in Barcelona
in March 2004 and we would like to wish him
well. Replacing Mr Carbonell from July 2005 is
Francesc Xavier Boya i Alós MCP who attended
the NORPEC meeting in Barcelona, led the
Catalan delegation which attended the NORPEC
seminar and 2nd meeting in Edinburgh in
November 2004.

Committee Appearances

The Catalan Committee has had several high-
profile visitors appearing before it in the past six
months. The committee heard from Mrs
Margarida Obiols I Llandrich, the Secretary
General for International Relations of the
Generalitat. Mrs Obiols informed the committee
of the Generalitat’s policies for the next four
years.

NORPEC meeting in The Scottish Parliament – 26th November 2004

The Committee also received a briefing on
current events in the EU from the European
Parliament and European Commission
representatives in Barcelona, Mr Josep M. Ribot
Igualada and Mr Josep Coll I Carbó. 

Finally, the committee was delighted to hear from
Mrs María Olivares I Usac, Mrs M. José Aubet
Semmler and Mrs Marta Carrera from the non-
governmental organisation Women for a Social
and Equalitarian Europe. The group gave the
Committee its own views on the European
Constitution.

Euroregion Pyrenees – Mediterranean

The Committee has also been involved in research
concerning the establishment of the new Euroregion
which consists of 13.2 million inhabitants and five
members: two French regions (Midi-Pyrenees,
Languedoc-Roussillon) and three Spanish
autonomous communities (Catalonia Aragon and
the Balearic Islands).

The aim of the Euroregion is the coordination
within the membership of projects of public
interest and international activities, notably
including those with the European Commission. 

The first stages are defined by five aims
concerning the opening up of the territory
towards the whole Mediterranean area, the
promotion of the economy, university
cooperation and research, and the cooperation
on sustainable development issues.

On the Web

For all the latest information from the Catalan
Parliament and Committee, follow this link:

http://www.parlament-cat.net/portal/
page?_pageid=34,34744&_dad=
portal&_schema=PORTAL&p_id=llo07CUE

Partner Profiles
News from the Catalan Parliament’s Committee
of the European Union
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Partner Profiles
News from the Basque Parliament’s
‘European Affairs’ Committee

Joining NORPEC

A delegation from the Basque Parliament’s
‘European Affairs’ Committee came to the
Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh to attend the
NORPEC seminar and 2nd Meeting. At the
meeting, the Committees membership of
NORPEC was officially recorded. The Chair of the
Basque Committee and leader of the delegation,
Mr Xabier Ormaetxea, said that it was an honour
to join NORPEC and he hoped that the Basque
Committee would make a positive contribution.
Although it may not be plain sailing in the future,
he looked forward to a strong future and to all
NORPEC will achieve.

Basque Government Overseas Offices

The Committee passed a motion that will see
annual scrutiny of the Basque Government’s
overseas offices in Brussels and Latin America, as
well as the Basque Government’s office in
Madrid. This will ensure greater accountability of
these offices to the Basque Parliament and was
an important development.

Members of the Basque delegation at the Scottish Parliament,
25th November 2004

Democracy in Cuba

Another very important motion passed by the
Committee gave support to the Cuba
Independent Libraries, a movement which is
encouraging the Cuban Government to become
fully democratic.

International Development

Important developments in the Basque
Parliament include the drafting of Law concerning
international development cooperation. In 27
articles, the draft details international cooperation
through the Basque Council of Development
Cooperation under the principles of human rights
and equity between all the people and nations of
the world.

Basque Parliament Elections

The Basque Parliament is now coming to the end
of its 7th term and the elections to the Basque
Parliament are likely to be held sometime in the
spring, with the exact date expected to be
announced by the Basque President very soon.
This will mean that the Basque Parliament, and
therefore the Committee, will be dissolved until
after the election. Full details and news on the
outcome of the election will appear in the next
edition of NORPEC News.

On the Web

For all the latest information from the Basque
Parliament and Committee, follow this link:

http://parlamento.euskadi.net/
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Partner Profiles
News from the Saxony-Anhalt Parliament’s Federal
and European Affairs Committee

Joining NORPEC

A delegation from the Saxony-Anhalt Parliament’s
Federal and European Affairs Committee came to
the Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh to attend the
NORPEC seminar and 2nd Meeting. At the
meeting, the Committee’s membership of NORPEC
was officially recorded. The Chair of the Saxony-
Anhalt Committee and leader of the delegation, Dr
Werner Sobetzko, said they were delighted to get
the invitation and that it was an honour to be the
first German Landtag to join the Network. It was
also, he stressed, an obligation and one he hoped
the Committee would fulfil.

European Regional Development Funds

The Committee has worked on the European
Regional Development Funds, 2007 until 2013.
The proposed resolution 4/43/1694 B, ‘Future and
Perspectives of the EU development funds 2007
until 2013’ was unanimously passed by the
Landtag. With the resolution the parliament
stressed the importance of that policy for the
development of the regions and gave clear
expression of its expectations for the future. 

Members of the Saxony-Anhalt delegation with Presiding Officer
George Reid, at the Scottish Parliament on 25th November 2004

Modernising the Federal System

The Committee was involved in the work of the
‘Bundestag and Bundersrat Committee on
Modernising the Federal System’ in which the
President of the Landtag of Saxony-Anhalt and
the Minister-President of Saxony-Anhalt were also
members. Following the proposals of the
committee the Landtag passed the resolution
4/50/1862 B, ‘Modernise the Federal System –
Strengthening the Länder – Informing and
involving the Landtag’. The resolution states the
need for reform of the federal system with the
aim of strengthening the process of decision
making and in particular the role of the Länder
within that system. The resolution puts emphasis
on the importance of the participation of the
Länder and its Parliaments in European affairs
and mentions the involvement of the Landtag
within the mechanisms of control of the principal
of subsidiarity.

European Constitution and Early Warning

The Committee worked closely on the European
Convention, the Inter-Governmental Conference
and the Treaty establishing a Constitution for
Europe which is now on its way to be ratified by
the Member States of the EU. The committee also
began examining how the parliaments of the
Länder would participate in the early warning
mechanism outlined in the subsidiarity and
proportionality sections of the draft EU Constitution.

On the Web

For all the latest information from the Saxony
Anhalt Parliament and Committee, follow this link:

http://www.landtag.sachsen-anhalt.de/
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The key theme of the NORPEC seminar was how
regional parliaments with legislative power can
get involved earlier in the EU decision making
process with view to making a significant impact.
Here are the views of two NORPEC Members:

Views of two NORPEC Members

‘The European Union
cannot ignore the existence
of Constitutional regions
with legislative powers. The
Lamassoure report, that
unfortunately was not taken
forward, opened a debate
that will not be closed until
a definitive solution has
been found to include these
sub-states (or parts of states)
in the decision making

structure of the Union. The idea of being
considered as “Associated Regions” must be fully
supported by us.’

‘The strengthening of the
regions within Europe is,
and should remain, a main
structural feature of
European integration. For
that reason the recognition
of local and regional
autonomy as core principals
and values of the EU within
the European Constitution
is very welcome. Once that
recognition is fully granted
the regions should be

prepared to use all mechanisms of participation
available to them within the EU decision making
process.’

Xabier Ormaetxea Garia
Convener – Basque

Committee

Dr Werner Sobetzko –
Convener –

Saxony-Anhalt
Committee
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The seminar held at The Scottish Parliament in
November 2004 provided the impetus for the
NORPEC Work Programme. Work will now
continue in the lead up to the next NORPEC
meeting, to be hosted by and held in the
Parliament in Saxony-Anhalt in early spring 2005.
The discussions in Edinburgh led to several key
conclusions:

• It is essential to get involved in the legislative
process as early as possible.

• Cooperation between regional
parliamentarians and MEPs is vital.

• Other links between the parliaments are also
very important, such as party links and
Committee links.

• All NORPEC Members have a responsibility to
encourage colleagues on other committees to
examine the EU dimension of their own
subject area.

• The EU Constitution provides opportunities for
the legislative regions, which they need to
capitalise on, including the early warning
mechanism on subsidiarity (Article I-9).

NORPEC Members in Edinburgh – 26th November 2004

A look at the future –
what next for
NORPEC?

EU decision making –
how do we make an
impact?
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For more information

Who’s who?
Current members 

The NORPEC secretariat is composed of officials from all participating members. The secretariat is
co-ordinated by:

Nick Hawthorne
Assistant Clerk, European and External Relations Committee
Tower 4, Room TG.01
The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh EH99 1SP
UK
Tel: +44 (0) 131 348 5232  Fax: +44 (0) 131 348 5088
Email: nicholas.hawthorne@scottish.parliament.uk

If you would like more information on the work of NORPEC, then please contact Nick Hawthorne at
the address above. You can also find all the latest NORPEC news and information on its webpage:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/europe/norpec.htm

Convener:
John Swinney MSP – 

European and
External Relations
Committee, The
Scottish Parliament

Convener:
Dr Werner Sobetzko –
Committee of the
European Union,
The Catalan Parliament

Convener:
Francesc Xavier Boya i
Alós MCP –

Committee of the
European Union,
The Catalan Parliament

Convener:
Xabier Ormaetxea
Garia – Committee for
European Affairs –
The Basque Parliament
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