
Welcome to the first edition of ‘NORPEC News’. We are
delighted that the Scottish Parliament’s European and External
Relations Committee and the Catalan Parliament’s Committee
of the European Union, External Actions, Co-operation and
Solidarity are the founding partners of this venture.

NORPEC is the ‘Network of Regional Parliamentary European
Committees’. The Network is a new initiative, founded by the
Scottish and Catalan Parliaments, that seeks to establish a
forum for exchanging ideas and best practise, sharing
experiences at Committee, and the wider Parliamentary level.
The Network will also look to work together to explore common
opinion on the key wider issues that affect the constitutional
nations/regions of Europe.

In due course, it is hoped that other ‘European Affairs’
Committees from like-minded constitutional nations/regions,
and those with similar legislative powers to those of the founding
members, will be invited to join. Over time it is hoped that
NORPEC will grow and strengthen the links between our
Parliaments and our Committees.

We would like to take this opportunity to offer NORPEC our
support as an exciting new Network, which will offer great
benefit to the regional and sub-Member State national
Parliaments of Europe. By working together and understanding
each other better we all grow stronger and our institutions
benefit.

George Reid
The Presiding Officer, The Scottish Parliament

Joan Rigol
President, The Catalan Parliament
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The current members and founding partners of
NORPEC are:

      • The Scottish Parliament’s European
and External Relations Committee

   
• The Catalan Parliament’s Committee of

the  European Union, External  Actions,
Co-operation and Solidarity

NORPEC News will bring you regular updates
from the Parliaments and Committees of the
NORPEC members.

NORPEC was established in November 2002
in Edinburgh, when the Chairs of the ‘European
Affairs’ Committees of Catalonia and Scotland
joined together to agree a statement of intent
that looked to take forward a closer partnership
between our two Committees.

Since the original meeting, NORPEC has
established itself as a forum for sharing ideas
and views of key European issues, as well as
areas of parliamentary procedures.

In February 2003 the Scottish Parliament’s
European Committee made a submission to the
European Convention, having consulted at
length with its NORPEC partner in Catalonia.
The submission went forward to the plenary
session of the Convention on the 7th February
2003 and attracted a great deal of positive
response.

This cemented the view that these two
Committees were amongst the leading
contributors to the debate from amongst the
regional/sub Member-State National Parliaments.

In time, the founding members of the Network
hope that it can be expanded to take in
additional ‘European Affairs’ Committees from
the constitutional nations/regions of the EU with
broadly similar legislative powers.

Our goal is not to replace long-standing
institutions or networks that exist for regional
and sub-Member State national parliaments
and their members. Our goal is to put in place
a place for dialogue between parliamentary
committees within those constitutional
national/regional parliaments

It is in such committees that a lot of the work
on European issues gets done within our
parliaments. We therefore have much
experience to share with each other.

Now, as we look to take NORPEC forward and
work together on areas of common interest,
this newsletter will bring you regular updates
on the work of our respective Committees and
Parliaments. We hope you enjoy NORPEC
News!

Our First Edition

Expansion, new members?

Establishing NORPEC

Welcome to our first edition of
NORPEC News. NORPEC is the
newly established ‘Network of
Regional Parliamentary
European Committees’.

A meeting discussing NORPEC at the Catalan
Parliament, September 2003, Barcelona.



Partner Profiles

News from the Scottish Parliament’s
European and External Relations
Committee

N     R P E C

Remit Change

Since its foundation in 1999, with the
establishment of the new Scottish Parliament,
the European Committee has enjoyed the ability
to scrutinise the work of the Scottish Executive,
the devolved government in Scotland, in relation
to EU matters. Unlike some sub-Member State
governments, the Scottish Executive has a formal
role in working with the UK Government on
EU policy and has been quite active in this
respect, including attending numerous EU
Council of Ministers meetings and implementing
much of the EU’s legislation in Scotland’s
separate legal system.

At the end of the first parliamentary session in
April 2003, the Parliament as a whole agreed
to extend the Committee’s remit.  The
Committee now becomes the European and
External Relations Committee, with the power
to look beyond EU issues and into the
international activities and strategy of the Scottish
Executive

Recent reports

At the end of the last session, the Committee
published three parliamentary reports. The first
of these was the Committees Report into
‘Europe’s Employment Strategy and Corporate
Social Responsibility: The first of these was the
Committees Report into ‘Europe’s Employment
Strategy and Corporate Social Responsibility’.

This report followed a lengthy Inquiry and
substantive evidence taking sessions. A copy of
the report (two volumes) can be found here:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S1/official_
report/cttee/europe-03/eur03-02-01.htm

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S1/official_
report/cttee/europe-03/eur03-02-vol02-01.htm

This report called for more action at the regional
level within the EU’s overall framework for job
creation. The report also called for far-reaching
changes to the practice of Corporate Social
Responsibility in Scotland.

The second report was an inquiry into the new
EC Food Supplements Regulation.

The Committee’s report can be found here:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S1/official_
report/cttee/europe-03/eur03-03-01.htm

Finally, the Committee published its Annual
Report for the reporting year May 2002 – May
2003.

A copy can be found here:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S1/official_
report/cttee/europe-03/eur03-01-01.htm

A new session and new membership

The Committee completed its first session in
the Scottish Parliament on the 31st March 2003
when Parliament was dissolved for the
forthcoming elections. Elections for the second
term of the Parliament were held on the 1st
May 2003. The new European and External
Relations Committee was created following the
Scottish elections on May 1st 2003. The
membership of the new Committee is as follows:

Richard Lochhead MSP - SNP (Convener)
Irene Oldfather MSP - Labour (Deputy
Convener)
John Home Robertson MSP – Labour
Gordon Jackson MSP – Labour
Alasdair Morrison MSP – Labour
Keith Raffan MSP - Liberal Democrat
Margaret Ewing MSP – SNP
Phil Gallie MSP - Conservative and Unionist
Dennis Canavan MSP – Independent

Now that session two is up and running, the
new European and External Relations
Committee will shortly be deciding on its future
work programme for the year ahead. Full details
will appear in the next edition of NORPEC
News.

Partner Profiles ... The Scottish Parliament

News from the Scottish Parliament’s
European and External Relations
Committee



During the last few months, the Committee has
developed its work in the adoption, amongst
others, of the following resolutions:

• Resolution 827/VI of the Parliament
of Catalonia, concerning the support of initiatives
for the construction of a federal Europe

• Resolution 1008/VI of the Parliament
of Catalonia, concerning the support to the
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union

• Resolution 1530/VI of the Parliament
of Catalonia, concerning the necessary actions
to cope with the state of permanent violence
in the Middle East

• Resolution 1626/VI of the Parliament
of Catalonia, concerning the support to the
International Civil Committee for the Human
Rights

• Resolution 1850/VI of the Parliament
of Catalonia, concerning the ratification of the
Convention of the United Nations for the
protection of the rights of all the migrated
workers and their relatives

• Resolution 1589/VI of the Parliament
of Catalonia, which submits to the Bureau of
the Spanish Parliament (Congreso de Diputados)
the bill concerning the participation of the
Spanish autonomous communities in the
settlement of the Spanish position in all those
affairs related with the European Union.

The purpose of this bill is to establish new
mechanisms of participation of the self-governing
communities in the agreement of the Spanish
position in affairs related with the European
Union, and to regulate the methods of this
participation, which includes the presence of
autonomic representatives in the European
institutions, when they deal with issues that
concern the competences that those
autonomous communities have, according to
the Constitution and their Statutes of Autonomy

The Parliament of Catalonia has elections on
the 16th November 2003, after which there
will be news of the new Committee, its Chair,
members and forthcoming work programme.

For further information on the Catalan
Parliament, why not visit their website:

http://www.parlament-cat.net/inici/index.html

Partner Profiles ... The Catalan Parliament

Elections

New bill on EU issues within the
self-governing communities

New resolutions

The Committee of the European Union,
External Actions, Co-operation and
Solidarity of the Parliament of Catalonia
is a parliamentary Committee whose
purpose is not only the monitoring of
external affairs issues related to the EU,
but also  monitoring  all the international
affairs that are in some way related to
the citizens of Catalonia.



NORPEC will have its next meeting in Barcelona
after the completion of the elections in Catalonia.
This meeting will see the discussion of both the
Rules of Procedure, and the future Work
Programme for NORPEC. It is likely to take
place in early 2004.

With issues such as the IGC and the draft EU
Constitution, the on-going debate on regional
development funds, and the approaching
enlargement of the EU in 2004, NORPEC has
much to discuss and many ideas to share
together.

Discussions will also take in the issue of extending
invitations to join NORPEC to other selected
‘European Affairs’ Committees from the
constitutional nations/regions of the EU. It is our
intention to host a conference in Edinburgh in
2004, in which we will invite the Chairs of
several regional/sub Member-State national
parliamentary European Committees, to come
and discuss all the key issues mentioned above,
and learn more about NORPEC’s work, and
how we can develop the Network further

If you are interested in attending the event,
particularly if you are a representative of a
‘European Affairs’ Committee in another
regional/sub-Member State national
parliament and are interested in the principle
of joining NORPEC, then please contact
NORPEC’s secretariat. We want to hear from
you !

Following other promotional events, the Scottish
Executive, the devolved government in Scotland,
organised a 3-day programme of events under
the title of ‘Scotland with Catalonia’ from
Thursday 18th to Saturday 20th September
2003. The aim of the festival was to celebrate
Scottish culture and history and to promote

Scotland in one of Europe’s most important
communities. The event was also an excellent
opportunity to strengthen links between Scotland
and Catalonia and to showcase projects which
are already ongoing.

The 3 main themes of the event were:

��supporting VisitScotland’s promotional
campaign in Barcelona and the new direct air
link between Prestwick and Girona

��strengthening architectural links
between Scotland and Catalonia

��strengthening the bi-lateral agreement
which was signed between the Executives /
Governments of Scotland and Catalonia on
Thursday 2nd May 2002

The bilateral agreement focuses on issues where
co-operation can bring benefit to both Scotland
and Catalonia.  The respective administrations
agreed to share experiences and co-operate in
projects relating to: agriculture and rural affairs;
architecture; education; research to support
innovation; social policy – including health
housing and urban regeneration; and, transport.

The Scottish Parliament was delighted to send
a delegation to the event led by George Reid
MSP, the Presiding Officer, and also consisting
of Mike Watson MSP (Deputy Convener of the
Enterprise and Culture Committee) and Richard
Lochead MSP, Convener of the European and
External Relations Committee. In a very
productive programme, the delegation was
warmly received by President Rigol, and our
Committee Chairs met with their counterparts
from the Catalan Parliament.

A look at the future

What’s next for NORPEC?

Scots invaded La Rambla!

Edinburgh 2004 – NORPEC Conference

President Rigol meeting with George Reid MSP



Committee of the European Union,
External Actions,

Co-operation and Solidarity, The
Catalan Parliament

European and External Relations
Committee,

The Scottish Parliament

Chair: Richard Lochhead MSP Chair: Marcel Riera MCP

George Reid MSP, Richard Lochhead MSP and Mike
Watson MSP at ‘Scotland with Catalonia’ event.

Who’s Who
Founding Members

The NORPEC secretariat is composed of officials from all participating members.
The secretariat is coordinated by:

Nick Hawthorne, Assistant Clerk, European and External Relations Committee, Room 5.16 PHQ,
The Scottish Parliament, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP, UK

Tel: +44 (0) 131 348 5232  Fax: +44 (0) 131 348 5088
email:nicholas.hawthorne@scottish.parliament.uk

If you would like more information on the work of NORPEC, then please contact Nick Hawthorne
at the address above.

You can also find all the latest NORPEC news and information on the recently launched NORPEC
webpage: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/european/norpec/index.htm

For more Information


