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Welcome to the fourth edition of NORPEC News. Following the
seminar and meeting which was held in Edinburgh in November
2004, NORPEC members gathered for their third meeting, which
was hosted by Saxony-Anhalt from 2-4 November 2005. A meeting
had not been possible in the spring of 2005 due to elections and
other commitments.

With the Catalan delegation not attending on this occasion, the
other three members of the Network tackled the issue of the
NORPEC work programme and discussed how the regions of the EU
could play a greater role in EU decision making and how they could
exert their influence more effectively.

As a result of these discussions NORPEC members agreed to identify
Green Papers coming out of the European Commission, with a view
to submitting a joint response, giving a regional perspective on vital
EU issues.

We hope you enjoy this edition of NORPEC News. Remember you
can keep up-to-date with all the latest NORPEC activities by logging
on to our website:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/europe/
norpec.htm

Members of NORPEC – Magdeburg November 2005
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Dr Werner Sobetzko, Chair of the 3rd NORPEC meeting, signing the
Statement of Intent

The Three NORPEC Chairs who attended the
Meeting all signed a copy of the Statement of
Intent. A copy of this can be found on the
NORPEC website. The focus of the Statement is
that NORPEC shall be built on the principles of
Procedure, Profile and Policy.

The Future

NORPEC members agreed that the next meeting
would be hosted by the Basque Parliament in June
2006. This meeting would examine the progress
made with the work programme and also look at
expanding the Network to include some new
members. At this meeting, members agreed not to
expand the membership at this stage, but to
establish NORPEC as a working organisation in the
first instance, and then to expand what will be a
strong and functioning collective whole. With the
EU setting an agenda of re-connecting with its
citizens, the role of the regions of Europe has
become even more paramount and NORPEC will
seek to be a leading player in this.

All the Members of NORPEC would like to thank
Saxony-Anhalt for all their hard work in putting the
programme together, which included an excellent
visit to the Bundersrat in Berlin.
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NORPEC 3rd
Meeting – 3rd
November 2005
As the Catalan Committee were not able to
attend this meeting, the three attending
members got down to business.

Work Programme

The attending members discussed the common
research project which was launched at the
previous meeting in Edinburgh in November 2004.
Taking forward suggestions put forward by various
NORPEC members, the committees agreed that
their attentions should be focussed on the Green
Papers that are produced by the European
Commission. These Green Papers outline the
proposal for a forthcoming piece of legislation in a
specific area and ask for comments form anyone
who has a view. It is at this crucial stage that the
regional voice needs to be heard by the EU.
NORPEC Members agreed to identify Green
Papers that would have the largest potential
impact on them, and strive towards agreeing a
joint response that could be submitted to the
consultation. Members hope to agree on the first
Green Paper to respond to shortly and will discuss
their joint submission at the next meeting of
NORPEC.

The 3rd NORPEC meeting, Magdeburg, 3rd November 2005

Statement of Intent
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New Convener

The European and External Relations Committee
recently welcomed its third new Convener of the
current parliamentary session, Linda Fabiani MSP.
Linda takes over from John Swinney MSP who
chaired the Committee for a year, and chaired the
NORPEC seminar and 2nd Meeting in Edinburgh
in November 2004.

Committee Reports

On 24th February 2005 the Committee published
the results of its 16 month inquiry into the
Promotion of Scotland Worldwide. On 16th May
the Committee published a report on the ‘Scottish
Executive’s Preparations for the G8 Summit at
Gleneagles and the UK Presidency of the EU and
the Contribution Scotland Can Make to These
Events’. Finally, on the 17th November 2005, the
Committee concluded its work programme for that
period by publishing a report on the Scottish
Executive’s Fresh Talent initiative, which was
aimed at attracting economic migrants to Scotland
to boost the economy and tackle the issue of the
declining population. Copies of all these reports
can be found on the committee’s website.

President of the European Parliament –
Josep Borrell – Visits Scottish Parliament

On the 19th November 2005 Josep Borrell, the
President of the European Parliament gave a
speech in The Scottish Parliament to MSPs and
members of the public, in which he mentioned
NORPEC. President Borrell said – “Your Parliament
also actively participates in networks with other
national and regional assemblies – including its
founding role in the Network of Regional
Parliamentary European Committees”. The
Presidents speech was extremely well attended
and well received.

Partner Profiles
News from the Scottish Parliament’s European
and External Relations Committee

Irene Oldfather MSP, Deputy Convener of the European and External
Relations Committee, with President Borrell

UK Minister for Europe, 
Douglas Alexander MP

UK Minister for Europe Visits Holyrood

On the 22nd September the Scottish Parliament
played host to another public event, this time an
address by the UK Minister for Europe, Douglas
Alexander MP. Mr Alexander discussed the UK
Presidency of the EU which ran for the second half
of 2005.

On the Web

For all the latest news from the Committee, follow
this link:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/european/index.htm
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Elections – Results

The Basque Autonomous Region’s elections were
held on the 17th April 2005. The results were as
follows:

PNV/EA (Basque Nationalist Alliance) – 29 seats

PSE-PSOE (Socialists) – 18 seats

PP (Popular Party) – 15 seats

PCTV-EHAK (Communist Nationalist) – 9 seats

EB-Berdeak (Communist) – 3 seats

Aralar (split off PCTV) – 1 seat

Formation of Committee

Parliamentary Commissions were set up in
September 2005 and Mr. Unai Ziarreta was
elected Chairman of the Commission on European
Affairs and Overseas Action. Deputy Chair was
given to Idoia Mendia and the post of Secretary to
Gema González de Txabarri.

Latin American Summit

From the 11th to 13th October 2005 the
Commission attended the Latin American Summit
on Legislators and Indigenous Leaders at the
invitation of the indigenous parliament of America.
The debate at the summit centred on the situation
of indigenous people’s quality of life in areas that
are a long way from urban nuclei and the
preservation of their cultural identity. The Basque
delegation was also honoured to speak at the
Ecuador Congress and greet the representatives of
Ecuadorian popular sovereignty.

Chairman of the Basque Committee speaking at the Latin American
Summit.

Palestinian Resolution

On the 9th November, 2005 the Commission
unanimously approved a resolution condemning
the construction of a wall in the Palestinian
territories occupied by Israel.

Western Sahara and Iraq

And finally, a Basque journalist recently appeared
before the Commission to inform about the
situation in the Western Sahara and an Iraqi
human rights activist to talk about the use of white
phosphorous in the bombings of Faluja.

On the Web

For all the latest information from the Basque
Parliament and Committee, follow this link:

http://parlamento.euskadi.net/

Partner Profiles
News from the Basque Parliament’s Commission
on European Affairs and Overseas Action
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Partner Profiles
News from the Saxony-Anhalt Parliament’s Federal
and European Affairs Committee

Mazovia Visit

The committee visited the Polish region of
Mazovia which Saxony-Anhalt has established a
close relationship with. During the visit there were
different bilateral and European questions
discussed. Furthermore closer ties between the
Landtag of Saxony-Anhalt and the Sejmik of
Mazovia (regional parliament) were agreed.

Landtag Information Law and Agreement

One of the most important topics dealt with by the
committee in this period was the process of
implementing the Landtag information law and the
Landtag information agreement. These are two
instruments of the utmost importance to the
committee as they establish a very firm basis of
future working.

The constitution of Saxony-Anhalt already
establishes in Article 62 the government’s duty to
inform the Landtag in good time. This duty
involves the government informing the Landtag on
matters relating to European Affairs, if they are of
essential importance to the Land. According to the
Landtag information law, which was passed to

Members of the Committee on Warsaw’s old Market Square.

specify this constitutional duty, the Landtag, apart
from being informed about European Affairs in
good time by the government, has the right to state
its opinion on a given issue which the government
shall take into account in its decision-making
process.

The Landtag information law was followed by the
Landtag information agreement. According to that,
the government has to inform the Landtag in
writing without delay about all initiatives in
European Affairs, which are of fundamental
importance to the Land and again gives the
Landtag the opportunity to state its opinion.

The government also informs the Landtag in
writing without delay about all initiatives which
could cause a change in competences of the
Länder at the European level. The government also
passes on without delay all the lists of incoming
documents of the Bundesrat. This will improve the
committee’s ability to scrutinise the government’s
work in the field of European Affairs and is an
excellent and welcome development.

Other Work

The committee has kept working on the European
Regional Development Funds in the period of
2007 until 2013, the Financial Perspectives 2007
until 2013, the Treaty establishing a Constitution
for Europe and the reports of the members of
Saxony-Anhalt in the Committee of Regions.

On the Web

For all the latest information from the Saxony
Anhalt Parliament and Committee, follow this link:

http://www.landtag.sachsen-anhalt.de/
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Who’s who?
Current members 

The NORPEC secretariat is composed of officials from all participating members. The secretariat is
co-ordinated by:

Nick Hawthorne
Assistant Clerk, European and External Relations Committee
Tower 4, Room TG.01
The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh EH99 1SP
UK
Tel: +44 (0) 131 348 5232  Fax: +44 (0) 131 348 5088
Email: nicholas.hawthorne@scottish.parliament.uk

If you would like more information on the work of NORPEC, then please contact Nick Hawthorne at
the address above. You can also find all the latest NORPEC news and information on its webpage:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/european/norpec/index.htm

NORPEC News is an online publication. The next issue will be available in summer 2006.

Convener:
Linda Fabiani MSP – 

European and
External Relations
Committee, The
Scottish Parliament

Convener:
Dr Werner Sobetzko –
Committee for
Federal and 
European Affairs, 
The Saxony-Anhalt
Parliament

Convener:
Francesc Xavier Boya i
Alós MCP –

Committee of the
European Union,
The Catalan Parliament

Convener:
Xabier Ormaetxea
Garia – Committee 
for European Affairs,
The Basque Parliament


