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Thank you for the opportunity to comment to the Environment and Rural 
Development Committee . Our organisation represents 46 Moorings Associations 
from Tarbert, West Loch Tarbert to Shieldaig, Gairloch and including the 
Hebrides. In addition we have 10 boatyard members representing all the major 
boatyards on the western coasts. Together these groupings have in excess of 
3000 moorings in their care and include not only boaters but also fishermen. It 
should be noted that this total does not include private moorings held by 
individuals on the coast who will add significantly to this number. Participation 
levels for leisure boating are estimated at 7% in the UK but are probably higher in 
Scotland.   
 
Boating in all its forms is a much more important contributor to the economy of 
western Scotland (and indeed Scotland as a whole) than has hitherto been 
recognised. A recent report by Scottish Enterprise, centred on the benefits to the 
Clyde, showed that in this estuary alone some £80 million was generated by 
boating and estimated the benefit to Scotland as being in excess of £250 million 
per annum while around 7,000 jobs were supported. The benefits of boating are 
on a par with golf.  
 
The reasons for this very large benefit are not far to seek. Firstly, Scotland is 
considered to be one of the top six sailing destinations in the world; secondly, 
nowhere in Scotland is very far from the sea so access is not generally a 
difficulty; thirdly, boating is more widespread in the community than is often 
appreciated; fourthly, the cost of keeping a boat in Scotland, while more 
expensive than France for example, is still significantly less than in southern 
England. This has resulted, since the advent of cheap flights, in a sharp increase 
in the number of boats berthed in Scotland by people who live outside Scotland 
even including Europe. This benefit may be short lived in view of the questions 
about the environmental effects of such flights but presently it is real. The 
benefits from residents, a very large majority, would remain even if these flights 
were phased out. Indeed, they might well increase as alternative holiday 
activities were sought.  
 
However, recreational boating does suffer from an image problem. There is a 
widespread perception that yachting and hence boating is elitist and only enjoyed 
by those with a great deal of discretionary funds. It is certainly true that it is 
possible to spend huge sums on yachts or large motor boats-one has only to 
think of the America's Cup and Thomas Lipton to understand that view. What is 
not so obvious is the very large number of small boats owned by people of 
modest means typified by a couple who spend their weekends in a small boat 
and regard it in exactly the same way as a caravan owner. They are much more 
typical of the species. Inshore fishermen are not noted for their affluence. 
 



The main pressures developing in boating derive from the sharply increasing 
numbers of participants and visitors. The number of places where one can berth 
or moor a boat is not infinite and the needs of fishing, fish farming and other 
marine activities have also to be met. The rise in overall boating and visitors in 
general- ecotourism and nature programmes are now well established- added to 
the desire for people to utilise more and better shore side facilities is putting 
pressure on existing facilities while creating opportunities for far sighted people to 
develop their facilities to meet the reasonable needs of visitors. A good example 
of such developments is the expansion of facilities in Tobermory Bay. These are 
funded in part by grants but the concept and running costs come from the local 
Association and its mooring fees and are a model of its kind. More developments 
of this type would be of great benefit to the western fringe of Scotland even 
allowing for the seasonal nature of this form of recreation, though the season is 
extending slowly. There are still communities, some large such as Oban, with 
very indifferent attention to this market. 
 
Broadly speaking there is no real competition between fish farming and boating. 
They are not mutually exclusive and, while fish farms favour sheltered 
anchorages for their activities, there is general acceptance of the each others 
needs and the requirements of safe and secure anchorages and freedom of 
navigation for boaters are generally respected. It is vital that the needs of 
conservation and eco-friendly activities such as sailing-the wind is free after all-
are indeed respected. There are one or two locations where the process has not 
worked as well as it might. Here it could be argued that the natural capacity of a 
location in terms of space and conservation of the environment has been 
exceeded. I think of Loch Spelve and Loch Inchard in particular where mussel 
lines have arguably got out of hand. However, in general, the planning process 
(see later) appears to cope with both parties needs. Pressures in more crowded 
waters such as the Clyde may be higher; I am not competent to comment on 
that. 
 
The benefits deriving from boatyard activities-skilled employment in rural areas, 
all year round activity, the need for expansion-could be more widely appreciated 
by planners. The process of bringing such benefits to these rural communities 
should not be overly impeded by vocal pressure groups. This has, on occasion, 
delayed developments for years. 
 
The process ( the Section 34 application) by which permission is given to 
applicants for access to marine activities such as fish farms, shellfish farms, 
moorings etc. appears long winded but functions adequately though it can be 
(and sometimes has to be) slow. The end process, granting of a license by the 
sea bed owners, is a crucial step and should not be compromised as it is an 
important record of activity, is recorded accurately and is, and should be, a 
protection from multiple applications for one site. 
 
Clearly Marine Spatial Planning might contribute to this process in the 



background but all of us who use the sea, whether for leisure or professional 
purposes, are very chary of additional legislation. There is no solution in 
additional legislation as such. What is required is appropriate legislation and 
simplification wherever practicable. The fear we all have is that Marine Parks, the 
proposed Marine Bill, be it devolved or otherwise, and other matters may lead to 
additional bureaucracy at a time when far sighted thought is needed to identify 
the opportunities and the ways to exploit them without harming our valuable 
coasts and seas. A small scale Marine Park trial might provide an opportunity to 
test the benefits and 'debug' the framework before proceeding to full scale. It 
would certainly give a chance to ease concerns while also providing an excellent 
'test bed'.  
 
If we want to create an effective framework for effective management of the 
marine environment we have to start with a proper representation of users. 
Hitherto boating has been ignored despite its economic significance-arguably 
larger than fish farming for example and certainly much more significant than 
diving-and we would hold that it cannot and should not be treated as an elite 
occupation for a minority. The facts do not support this and the Clyde study re-
inforces that view. It is time we were accorded hearing in keeping with our 
economic impact. 
 


