
SUBMISSION FROM STORNOWAY HARBOUR, ISLE OF LEWIS. 
 
Uses
 
Stornoway Harbour serves the Island of Lewis and is the largest port in the 
Western Isles. On a day to day basis, it is the hub of operations for the local 
fishing industry, Passenger and Freight ferries, and a large number of locally 
based pleasure craft. Other commodities such as Petrochemicals, Coal, Road 
Salt, Bulk Cement and Fish Farm Feed is imported by commercial vessels on a 
more occasional basis. Fishery Protection vessels, Coastguard Tugs, and Oil 
Supply / Survey vessels are also regular visitors to the Port. In the Summer 
season, Stornoway plays host to some 16 Cruise ships with multi-national 
passengers. 
These activities and others such as leisure and tourism are not necessarily 
competing but they do need to be recognized as fundamental components of the 
Scottish economy.  Although the pressures may not be as significant as they are 
in other parts of the UK, a more formalized approach would nevertheless be 
beneficial in identifying future problems.  For example, the way in which this 
commercial activity would tie in with the setting up of Marine Nature Parks would 
be a prime example of where MSP could assist. 
 
Planning
 
The main characteristic of coastal initiatives is their unco-ordinated nature and 
their multiplicity.  Because most coastal management is about local issues, 
initiatives have grown up organically and the level of integration between them 
varies from the non existent to partial.  Although attempts are often made to 
measure the success of coastal management by the degree of integration 
between the various initiatives, much of it will be beyond integration because 
usage differs so greatly from location to location.  However, we now believe that 
the issues are so important that the way forward – and this will become an 
inevitability with pressures from both the Marine Bill and the EU Commission – is 
MSP.  We regard this as the foundation of better practice from which other 
benefits might flow.   
 
The Firths initiatives have been more successful than their English counterparts, 
although the Scottish Coastal Forum is, in our view, too heavily weighted towards 
the environmental organizations and the commercial input is very muted.  The 
initiatives do, nevertheless, have a significant track record in bringing together 
different interests.  To some extent they have now been supplanted by the River 
Basin Management panels implementing the WFD. 
 
Development of Governance
 
There needs to be rationalization of the organizations delivering marine 
environmental management.  For example, the setting up of the Advisory Group 



on a Marine and Coastal Strategy at a high political level is not necessarily 
compatible with the Scottish Coastal Forum and it is unclear where one begins 
and the other ends.  Currently there are discussions about the future of the 
Scottish Coastal Forum and a strong possibility that it will only continue if its 
members make financial contributions.  We look to AGMACS to take over the co-
ordinating role and address the complex political and technical issues raised by 
new legislation.  Although the local level will remain important, there is now a 
clear need for a co-ordinating group which can take a strategic view and link 
more effectively with coastal management as it develops in the rest of the UK.   
 
Stornoway Harbour – Local Issues  
 
In common with all the other relevant agencies, the Stornoway Port Authority 
strives for environmental excellence. In order to achieve this, we must rely 
heavily on Harbour users and Stakeholders to co-operate fully, and pay due 
regard to National, International and Local legislations (Bye-Laws). However, 
despite setting out with a sound Environmental Policy, all our best efforts are 
continuously being thwarted, due to ongoing issues such as: 
 

• Fishing vessels discharging Oily bilge water overboard in Harbour, though 
we provide a facility for Oil Disposal onshore.  

• Following maintenance on Boat equipment, Oil is drained into the Bilge, 
thence discharged overboard, as above.  

• Alternatively, the Oil is drained into a canister, then thrown overboard, to 
be washed up on beaches two days later.  

• Marine waste, such as Plastics, Cans, Ropes, Plastic Boxes, Timbers 
getting washed overboard (or Fly-dumped) from passing vessels on 
International voyages, before getting washed up on our shores, where it 
becomes Our problem.  

• General waste as above, being blown / thrown into the Sea from 
landward, thence getting caught up in the Inner reaches of the harbour, 
with the effect of Tide and Weather.  

• Fishing vessels dumping redundant Fishing Gear on Sea-bed, as it is 
easier than landing it ashore in Waste Management receptacles, provided 
by the Port Authority.  

• Fishing vessels dumping Boat / Galley waste in plastic bags, into the 
Harbour whilst alongside. Again, this collects in the Inner Harbour, where 
it becomes unsightly and foul-smelling, as well as the associated 
Enviromental impact.  

• Exhaust emissions from Fishing vessels in Harbour, are of serious 
concern as an atmospheric pollutant, over and above the associated risk 
to Health when these fumes are blown into the Town, where there are 
large crowds of people present.  

• Empty 45gallon drums being deposited on the quayside by boats and 
commercial vessels, as the Oil supply companies no longer want these 



returned for re-use. Surely there must be a Re-cycling incentive to be 
grasped here.  

• Redundant small craft, fall into disrepair through sheer neglect, ultimately 
resulting in the leakage of Oil / Paints /Contaminants into the Marine 
environment. These vessels may be the subject of Debt recovery issues, 
making for some difficulty in establishing the Owner and assign 
responsibility.  

• There is a clear lack of definition as to where SEPA responsibility extends, 
and where the Maritime and Coastguard Agency responsibility takes over, 
when dealing with a Pollution Incident from a Vessel within the Harbour.  

• Perceived ‘leakage’ of Fuel from a dedicated Bunkering facility for Boats, 
due to aging infra-structure, and inadequate pipeline maintenance.  

 
Conclusions
 
In summary our main conclusions are:- 
 
• Ports are a vital part of the maritime sector and the Scottish economy and 

must be recognized as such. 
• There is a multiplicity of initiatives, draft proposals and prospective legislation 

dealing with the marine environment which requires co-ordination and an 
overarching vision. 

• Commercial vessels are duty bound by International Regulations, and in the 
main do not cause much problem in Environmental terms. 

• The issues identified as most relevant to Stornoway Harbour may show the 
Fishing Industry in a bad light – this is as a direct result of most, if not all the 
Stornoway fleet falling outwith a lot of existing legislation, by sheer virtue of 
their size. 

• The mechanisms to deliver management of the marine environment are 
many and complex and require rationalization. 

 


