
SUBMISSION FROM SOLWAY FIRTH PARTNERSHIP 
 
Environment and Rural Development Committee: Marine environment inquiry 
 
  
Introduction 
 
Thank you for giving the Solway Firth Partnership the opportunity to respond to 
the Environment and Rural Development Committee: Marine environment 
inquiry. The health and management of the UK’s coastal waters is very relevant 
to our work through the local implementation of integrated coastal zone 
management in a cross-border area. 
 
The Solway Firth Partnership (SFP) is a voluntary coastal management 
partnership registered as a company limited by guarantee with charity status and 
is comprised of key organisations that are involved in some way in aspects of 
coastal management and economic development, including: 
 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
Environment Agency 
All local authorities around the Firth 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
Natural England 
District Salmon Fisheries Boards 
Cumbria Sea Fisheries Committee 
Scottish Enterprise Dumfries and Galloway 
Associated British Ports 
The Crown Estate  
Marine Fisheries Agency 
Solway Coast AONB 
Scottish Coastal Forum 
 
The SFP does not have any statutory powers, and works by promoting 
agreement through open discussion, consensus and working in partnership.  The 
SFP has a neutral status which is beneficial in bringing together many diverse 
interest groups and then developing joint actions.  It works on a variety of issues 
from fishing and renewable energy to education as outlined in the SFP Business 
Plan and Strategy. 
 
Response to key points 
 
Uses 
 
A diverse mix of uses and activities take place on and around the Solway Firth 
and Galloway Coastline.  The Solway has the largest cockle fishery in Scotland, 
supports a variety of flora and fauna some of which are at their most northern 



range (note the number of conservation designations on the Solway, with 92,000 
ha marine and coastal Natura 2000 sites) and has a number of unique heritage 
activities which are declining due to no legislative protection, such as Haaf 
Netting. 
 
The area is on the border and as such warrants special attention and resources. 
The Solway Firth Partnerships greatest fear in the current climate of marine and 
coastal policy development is that there is no consistent approach throughout 
UK. This would not only be of great detriment to the marine and coastal 
environment of the Solway and surrounding area, but would make the task of 
sustainable management even more difficult, particularly if there were only 
limited resources available.  
 
The cross border issue was considered at great lengths when looking at the 
implementation of the Water Framework Directive and this lead to this 
designation of a cross border river basin district. We would welcome that the 
same considerations be ing made with coastal and marine legislation in the 
future. 
 
Planning 
 
In terms of the Solway Forth Partnership I list the following as examples of 
functions and activities conducted by the SFP which can be seen as good 
practice, many of which are ongoing (note this is not a complete list, just an 
indication of the valuable cost effective service we provide): 
 
Conduct/facilitate/and help find resources for research of relevance to coastal 
management issues e.g.  coastal access survey. 
 
Develop initiatives to help with specific coastal sectoral issues e.g. Solway Fish 
which furthers the sustainable development of the local fisheries sector (catching, 
onshore, recreational sea angling and aquaculture). 
 
Establish means to solve specific issues e.g. helped create an organisation to 
apply for a Regulator Order to manage the local cockle fishery. 
 
Increase awareness of marine and coastal issues through appropriate mediums 
e.g. local newsletter and annual conference. 
 
Assist in the development and implementation of the marine and coastal section 
of the Local Biodiversity Action Plan. 
 
Act as the secretariat for two European Marine Sites (monitoring, managing and 
developing management schemes). 
 



Promote beaching cleaning  and volunteer engagement e.g. running events 
around the Marine Conservation Societies beach watch weekend. 
 
Respond to local, regional and national consultations on behalf of the Solway’s 
coastal and marine stakeholders. 
 
Provide information and advice on coastal issues to local stakeholders. 
 
Act as a neutral body in conflict resolution on coastal issues. 
 
Have a vast network of local, regional and national contacts and developing 
products to increase access to this e.g. Who’s Who of the Solway directory.  
 
Provide a cross-border coastal management forum for relevant and competent 
authorities and other stakeholders to discuss and exchange information (4 
structured meetings a year). 
 
Have an educational role in the promotion of six school resource chests and 
developing an marine and coastal environment educational directory. 
 
Developed a Solway Fith wide coastal strategy.  
 
Development of governance 
 
Under this point I would like to make reference to the comments made under the 
uses section of the response with regard to coastal and marine management in 
cross border areas.  
 
Furthermore I would like to highlight the points raised in the joint local coastal 
partnership response and the Scottish Coastal Forums response to this inquiry. 
 
We look forward to seeing the outcome of the inquiry  
 


