
SUBMISSION FROM ROYAL YACHTING ASSOCIATION SCOTLAND 
 
The Royal Yachting Association (Scotland) (“RYAS”) welcomes this 
opportunity to set out responses to the issues raised in your note explaining 
the remit of the Inquiry.  
 
RYAS is part of the UK Royal Yachting Association, a members organisation 
(with over 100,000 members) whose mission is to promote safe and 
successful sailing and motorboating. A survey in 2005 concluded that 2.5 
million people participated in boating activities in the UK and the figure for 
Scotland is likely to be more than the usual 10% of the UK total due to the 
importance of the west coast of Scotland as a cruising destination for visiting 
sailors. Leisure boating is a growing activity in Scotland. A recent Report on 
boating on the Clyde, for Scottish Enterprise Ayr, concluded that leisure 
boating in Scotland contributed in the region of £250 million to the economy of 
Scotland and maintained 7,000 jobs. 
 
RYA has 151 affiliated leisure boating clubs from Stranraer to Unst and from 
Stornaway to Aberdeen, and approved 120 training centres in Scotland most 
of them on our coast. There are 1900 RYA qualified Instructors in Scotland, 
across all disciplines, with a further 300-400 being trained per annum. RYAS 
runs a number of projects that involve young people in sailing as a healthy 
recreation, through clubs and our “Sailing in the City” programme in 
partnership with the Active Schools programmes run by local authorities 
throughout the country. The `Sailing in the City’ programme sees 
approximately 2000 children per annum at taster session level, with a further 
400- 500 children per annum going on to take part in higher level training. 
There are seven Team 15 Clubs in Scotland. These provide windsurfing 
opportunities for teenagers under the age of 15. Our purpose is to introduce 
young people to the sport and then build on this introduction and retain them 
in leisure boating, which is enjoyed at all levels, without heavy cost to most 
participants. RYAS aims to be inclusive and works with other recreational 
users of the sea such as sea fisherman. We have a section for Personal 
Watercraft users as it was felt essential to be able to provide training and 
support to this group to avoid conflict with other users of the sea. 
 
 
 
We are consulted by the Scottish Executive, Crown Estates, MCA, NLB and 
on occasion other authorities on issues relating to marine developments on 
our coast, such as fish farms, wind farms and other renewable projects, to 
enable us to give a view on the impact a development might have on leisure 
boating activity on our coast. We have been included in consultations on a 
number of matters relating to our marine environment such as on Access and 
Marine National Parks. We are represented on the Scottish Coastal Forum 
Plenary Group and support the work of the estuary forums which provide a 
forum in which potential conflicts can be explored and resolved.  
 
As explained, leisure boating is an expanding area of activity on the Scottish 
coast. The west coast is often described as one of the best sailing grounds in 



the World, and as such is used by leisure boaters in increasing numbers and 
by visitors from abroad who come to cruise in our waters. However, the east 
coast and increasingly Orkney and Shetland are also important, both for local 
people and for visitors from across the North Sea. It is far from being the case 
that leisure boating is an expensive and exclusive activity. Many people sail 
dinghies on our coasts from clubs and slipways and many of the cruising 
boats on moorings and marinas round the coast are the maritime equivalent, 
in cost and function, of caravans or car-campers. Others are able to charter 
boats in the summer by sharing costs among a group. What is key is the 
provision of safe anchorages, marinas and launch areas. There is nothing to 
suggest that these facilities cause tension with other marine users such as 
commercial fisherman. Indeed, in the more remote areas, the viability of 
facilities for commercial users may be enhanced by sharing them with 
recreational users.  Occasionally an issue may arise where the uses of an 
area overlap but these are usually sorted out by agreement. We have actively 
worked with bodies such as the Crown Estates to minimise conflict. Our policy 
is only to object to aquaculture developments that seriously prejudice the 
safety of sailing as we recognise the need for sustainable livelihoods, 
especially in the more remote areas. What is also key is that we maintain an 
economic, dynamic regime for the management of our coast so that the 
increase of numbers in leisure boating can be matched by the increase in the 
provision of suitable, cost effective facilities. The spin off from such facilities 
into a local economy can be significant at many levels, not just in providing 
marine jobs for servicing craft but in local shops, hotels and tourist 
destinations, so it must be important that, however the facilities may be 
managed in the future, management is professional and aware of the broader 
benefit visitors to a locality will bring. The development of marinas in the 
Orkneys is a good example of what can happen in a more remote area to the 
benefit of all. 
 
 
We support the work of the coastal forum network. On the Clyde the Clyde 
Forum has engaged in the issues surrounding the large numbers of marinas 
and moorings there. In other parts we are strongly of the view that SCF and 
the local forums could do a great deal to further the use of our coastal waters 
for leisure boating as part of practical integrated coastal management. We 
strongly welcome the Forth Estuary Forum objective to identify opportunities 
to develop the sustainable use of the Forth including recreational pursuits 
such as sailing and other pleasure boat use and the infrastructure that 
supports it, e.g. harbours. This is a practical and essential way of making sure 
that our coastal resource is used to its maximum for the benefit of people 
seeking opportunities for healthy outdoor activity. Too often a resource such 
as a pier or harbour is looked at only as a property development opportunity 
and thereafter it ceases to be available for recreational development. The 
examples of Anstruther and Port Edgar on the Forth show what is possible. 
To assist planning of suitable sites for off-shore development RYA has 
produced a cruising routes atlas to show where leisure traffic is heavy. We 
have the assistance of a number of experienced consultants round our coast 
whom we refer matters to which come to us as part of consultation processes 
described above. We have recently been consulted by developers of marine 



renewables at a very early stage of project development and we very much 
welcome these opportunities to constructively discuss how to minimise the 
impact on boating before key decisions have been taken.  
 
The “Green Blue” project, supported by the Crown Estates, Scottish Coastal 
Forum and, in England and Wales, DEFRA, is an initiative by RYA and the 
British Marine Federation to help leisure boaters think and act in a more 
environmentally conscious way. It provides advice and guidance on how to 
safeguard the waters and habitats leisure boaters use for the future and 
commissions research in areas where objective evidence is scarce. RYAS 
has worked with SNH, for example on the Marine Wildlife Watching code, and 
the Green Blue will be used as a means for disseminating important 
information from SNH to the sailing community. We expect to work with SEPA 
with regards to the implementation of the Water Framework Directive in 
coastal and transitional waters. For example, we are considering how to 
include environmental responsibility into our training programmes. These are 
examples of non- legislative good practice that we suggest could be explored 
further to assist in the management of the marine environment. We are aware 
that the issues we deal with also apply to commercial users of small vessels 
and would like to be able to share experience with that sector. 
 
The emphasis in this document has been on recreational boating. However, 
yacht and dinghy racing are sports at which Scotland does well. Although 
much of this activity is centred on the Clyde, there is club racing all round the 
coast. 
 
We are of the view that it is critical that all users of the marine environment 
are engaged in the process of considering how best to manage and regulate 
this environment for the future. Much progress has already been made by 
stakeholders coming together, thanks in no small measure to Scottish Coastal 
Forum.  We consider that funding facilitating organisations like this is a cost-
effective way of achieving policy outcomes by giving stakeholders a sense of 
ownership of solutions, particularly as so much work is carried out by 
volunteers. The Scottish coast is a resource that is used for many purposes 
and one of these must be leisure boating, given the huge recreational and 
economic benefit this brings to us. As representatives of a very significant 
section of users, who contribute very substantially to our economy, we 
respectfully request that we be included in the processes to follow and we 
would welcome the opportunity of appearing before your committee if it 
judged it useful to hear further from us. 
 
 
 


