
SUBMISSION FROM DALE ROBERTSON 
 
 
As a RSA (recreational sea angler) the marine environment is of particular 
importance to me.  
 
I am life long angler who has watched with great sadness the demise of fish 
species in Scottish waters. I have invested a considerable amount of money 
in purchasing a boat and car to tow it with, tackle and equipment to participate 
in this hobby. This investment runs well past £50K and has monthly running 
costs of several hundred pounds a month. 
 
Sadly I am one of a dying breed as our numbers are diminishing rapidly as 
our fish stocks are dwindling at an alarming rate making it in some areas 
pointless pursuing this hobby. 
 
The creation of national parks, areas set aside from commercial work and bag 
limits/ no take zones for anglers would go a long way to protect what we have 
left. 
 
More importantly we could see RSA as a growth industry to Scotland PLC 
instead of one of its dying assets. 
 
Looking around the evidence is there for all to see. Charter boats going out of 
business, B&B takings down as a result, lost sales to the remaining tackle 
shops & manufacturers. Holiday income from abroad as Scotland could be 
recognised as a place to come instead of one to avoid. 
 
Look to other countries for evidence of what a well managed marine 
environment can provide. These are some of the countries I have visited in 
the last 3-4 years. Ireland know well know worldwide for the quality of its sea 
bass fishery, Namibia (Africa) for beach shark fishing where commercial work 
is banned within 60 miles,  Norway for the quality of cod fishing which once 
the Clyde system here rivalled and finally Iceland again another place where 
the cod fishing is excellent and there is no need to explain why(cod wars 
70’s). 
 
All of these places have accepted that RSA is a benefit and given more 
priority can add to the economy greatly and at the same time still support a 
commercial fleet. 
 


