
SUBMISSION FROM ABERDEEN HARBOUR BOARD 
 
 
Background 
Scottish Ports handle around 100 million tonnes of freight and 5.5 million passengers.  
Aberdeen alone handles over 5 million tonnes of freight valued at £1.5 billion.  It is the 
main commercial port serving North-east Scotland and is the principal mainland ferry port 
serving Orkney and Shetland.  It is the centre of the oil and gas industry servicing not only 
the North Sea, but with links to West Africa, the Caspian and over 30 other countries world 
wide.  Aberdeen continues to be an important fishing port and a popular destination for 
cruise vessels. 
 
In addition the port directly and indirectly supports thousands of jobs and contributes over 
£100 million to the North-east economy. 
 
Uses 
Aberdeen along with other ports have an important socio-economic role both local and 
nationally and this is often not recognised by others when considering the use of the 
marine environment. 
 
For example Aberdeen has long established safe shipping lanes and anchorages that 
should be maintained and not sacrificed or jeopardised for other marine uses such as 
offshore wind farms. 
 
The economic importance of the port should be recognised and its long established 
industrial and commercial function not comprised by the imposition of conservation 
measures founded on incomplete knowledge or the use of the precautionary principle 
without sound justification or benefit. 
 
Too often the importance of commercial shipping is overlooked in favour of leisure or flora 
and fauna.  This imbalance has to be addressed. 
 
Planning 
Marine Spatial Planning would help establish existing uses of the marine environment and 
give developers a greater degree of certainty in proposing new or alternative uses. 
 
However, it is important that any authority charged with administering MSP considers all 
aspects of new proposals and uses.  In addition there should be the ability of all 
stakeholders to appeal to a higher authority before a final decision is made. 
 
Local Coastal forum could be developed as bodies to resolve conflicts of interest and 
exchange information at the early stages of a development or project. 
 
Development of Governance 
It should be the objective to have one governing body for the marine environment and that 
should be under the governance of SEERAD.  This would give them the opportunity to act 
consistently across the country.  This is preferable to Local Authority control who at times 
could act with too much vested interest. 
 
There also needs to be a rebalance of who are statutory consultees and who in turn they 
refer to.  For example for works at Aberdeen Harbour SNH are a consultee, but refer to the 
Dee Salmon Trust.  The latter is principally a business not a conservation group and who 
are principally concerned with the economic viability of their upstream salmon beats.  
Therefore, we have a situation where one organisation whose aim is to catch as many 
salmon as possible indirectly impose conditions on another organisation under the 



pretence of salmon conservation.  This is done without sound justification or regard to 
cost. 
 
This disregard for cost is a problem with all regulators.  Rather then make decisions they 
ask for endless expensive tests, trials and studies with seemingly no regard to cost both in 
terms of money and time and without fully justifying their request.  To curb these 
sometimes excessive demands it would be useful to have a higher authority that could act 
as arbitrator. 
 
Conclusions 
In summary our main conclusions are: 
 
• The economic importance of ports and shipping must be recognised. 
• MSP would be beneficial. 
• One governing body under SEERAD would be beneficial. 
• The excessive demands of the regulators needs curbed. 
• A rebalance between the importance of flora and fauna and socio-economic benefits. 
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