
SUBMISSION FROM ASSOCIATION OF SCOTTISH SHELLFISH GROWERS 
 

 
• The ASSG is pleased to have the opportunity of submitting views to the 

Committee on the specific issue of the management of the marine environment, 
as this is clearly the location of the activity of our members and the current 
‘management’ leaves much to be desired. 

 
• In our view, any debate over management of the marine environment should 

commence from consideration of broad strategic objectives, such as the tight 
control of activities which lead to a deterioration in water quality and the support 
and endorsement of environmentally benign operations (which would include 
shellfish cultivation).  Currently controls fail to prevent potentially polluting 
activities and other ‘management’ aspects act to restrict the development of our 
sector through failures to protect water quality and planning constraints. 

 
• In terms of ‘Uses’, we believe shellfish cultivation should enjoy a significantly higher 

prioritisation than it has historically enjoyed in Scotland, in view of its appropriate 
nature for much of our inshore waters (small scale, low entry investment 
requirements, high jobs/capital investment ratio) and its sustainable characteristics,  

 
• Re. ‘Planning’, in terms of spatial planning control, any changes to the status quo 

should take account of the differences between terrestrial and marine 
environments, including : 

-     mobile nature of the sea; 
-     single ownership (The Crown Estate) of the seabed (including, in Scotland, 
certain 
      wild shellfish, such as native oysters and mussels); 
- historical absence of ‘planning permission’ for many marine activities, and 

absence of a maritime equivalent of ‘development land banks’; 
     -     relative lack  of knowledge about the interaction of marine activities.  

 
• Planning/governance, in terms of promoting the co-ordination of 

complementary and/or competing demands, will require an innovative, multi-
disciplinary approach, combining local knowledge, central policy guidance 
and the implementation of ICZM principles.  Where the planning role of any 
Coastal and Marine National Park would fit into this mosaic is as yet unclear, 
and the potential conflict between ‘conservation’ and ‘development’ planning 
priorities remains a concern for many  inshore aquaculturalists.  While the 
implementation of marine environmental management is arguably optimally 
located at a regional level (Local authority), there is a requirement for an over-
arching, strategic observer/adviser role, to overview the planning actions and 
practices of the various organisations who act in the inshore waters, such as 
the Local Authorities, SNH and SEPA.  The Scottish Coastal Forum, as an 
existing comprehensive locus for all interested ‘coastal’ parties, may be an 
appropriate and well placed group to carry out such a role, if an improved 
scale of  resources were devoted to supporting its activities. 

 
• Nevertheless, any revision must take account of the over-arching yet still 

unformed EU Marine Strategy, which presumably will establish a broad 



portfolio of strategic objectives, including important definitions such as Good 
Environmental status (GES).  The Strategy has the potential to re-draw the 
parameters and targets of the use and management of the marine 
environment (analogous to the potential impact of the Water Framework 
Directive), and to the extent it protects the overall quality of the marine 
environment, without constraining benign activities such as shellfish 
cultivation, the Association welcomes the prospect. 

 


