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In 1969 as a young boy I came to the Clyde for the first time on a fishing trip.  
Coming from rural England this was a great experience. Cod to 40 pounds 
was the big lure that brought anglers from all over England. Over the winter 
period thousands would come filling local hotels and bed and breakfast 
accommodation. 
My dream was to own and work an angling boat in the Clyde. In 1985 the 
future looked bright when this dream became a reality with the help of a 
Scottish Tourist Board grant. I was able to purchase my boat Rachael Clare. I 
was not alone at his time. There were 40 other angling boats working the 
Clyde providing employment to local people and contributing millions to the 
economy. The Arran Fishing Festival is long gone and I am the only full time 
sea angling boat left in the Clyde. There is so little fish now. How could things 
have got so bad in such a short time? 
Shore angling has suffered too. The White Horse Fishing Festival where over 
2000 anglers took part is also gone. On the last occasion the festival was 
cancelled due to lack of fish – not one cod was caught. 
I could go on. The price for lack of fish has been paid for with people’s 
livelihood and the cost to the economy must be considerable. Anglers have 
also paid a heavy price with lack of fish. There are no winners only losers. 
Today I believe we are at our lowest point. Some very difficult decisions have 
to be made and very soon. Our inshore waters are vulnerable to over fishing 
and exploitation. I hope that I will not be the last full-time charter skipper in the 
Clyde. 


