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           March 14, 2007 
 
The Honourable Maureen Macmillan 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh EH99 1SP 
Scotland 
United Kingdom 
 
 
Dear Ms. Macmillan:  
 
I am writing in response to your letter sent on 1 March 2007 regarding the proposal for ship-to-ship (STS) 
transfer of oil in the Firth of Forth.  
 
Attention has been raised in the media and elsewhere concerning the proposed vessel operations and I thought 
it important to clarify the situation. I hope the material included here will answer your questions and allay 
concerns.  As a company there is nothing more important than the safety of our operations for our people, for 
those who may work with us and for the environments through which we trade. 
 
As indicated in our written statement to the Environment Committee, in which we detailed our safety record for 
the last decade, ship-to-ship transfer (STS) has an excellent safety record. In fact, the past ten years are 
reflective of a new era as double hull vessels entered the world fleet and became increasingly the norm. As you 
know we will only use double hull vessels in the Firth of Forth. 
 
In the same period the International Maritime Organization insisted through adopted Conventions upon more 
stringent ship safety practices and a far more robust vessel inspection system came into force and practice. In 
the Forth, we propose utilizing the oil major’s proprietary vetting system to complement our own in- house 
vetting; something that the Forth Ports have now made a condition of operations, should the proposal be 
approved.  
 
In the past 26 years we have engaged in some 10,000 ship-to-ship operations transferring around 6 billion 
barrels of oil.  In addition to the 1995 incident in the Gulf of Mexico, two further incidents involving STS 
operations have resulted in an additional 4 barrels of spillage. Overall therefore a 99.998 percent safety record, 
but for Skaugen PetroTrans any size spill is too much and we constantly strive to improve our performance. 
 
The ten year period we used for reporting was, in our opinion, more reflective of all the many positive changes 
that have seen the global safety record for oil operations result in a dramatic reduction in pollution. We had no 
intention of concealing any information and would be happy to forward separately, summaries of any incidents, 
even those unrelated to ship to ship transfer operations. 
 
Please be aware that we have previously discussed all these incidents with the Forth Port Authority.  
 
I would be happy to provide you with summaries of our investigations, lessons learned and actions taken for all 
incidents.  I believe strongly in the importance of long-term dedicated experience in pursuit of safety, and that, 
operations at the Firth of Forth benefit from those years of our operational experience.  
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The proposals for the Forth are a product of our decades of experience.  All vessels will be double hull vessels 
and the operations will be conducted at anchor and not underway. In addition, three tugs will be in attendance 
for the berthing operations, a standby emergency counter pollution vessel will be in full time attendance 
throughout all operations and the overall oil spill response capability will be at tier 3, the highest level possible. 
 
SPT Marine Services are fully committed to ensuring the highest levels of safety and operational integrity so as 
to protect the environment.  Our record reflects not only the expertise and experience of our systems, 
procedures and staff but also the inherent safe nature of ship-to-ship operations. Notwithstanding this 
commitment, SPT proposes to introduce, at the earliest possible opportunity, new developments that will be a 
world first for Scotland and the Methil anchorages. If approved by Forth Ports, we believe that SPT will be the 
first operator to use double walled hoses followed by the introduction of dry release couplings, a further 
measure to ensure that there can be no possible spillage during operations. 
 
These cutting edge equipment innovations illustrate our commitment to ensuring the operational and 
environmental safety of STS in the Firth of Forth is the best in the world.  Our proposal has been subject to the 
most detailed and rigorous approval process under Forth Ports. We intend to follow this comprehensive 
approval process by operating using the most stringent safety procedures, the most modern equipment and the 
highly trained staff. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us.  We are committed to accountability, responsibility and transparency in all 
we do.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Dermot Loughnane 
President and CEO 
Skaugen PetroTrans Inc. 
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