
CORRESPONDENCE FROM FORTH PORTS PLC, 8 MARCH 2007 
 
 
Consideration of Public Petitions on Ship to Ship Oil Transfer in the Firth of Forth 
 
Thank you for your letter of 14th March in which you seek clarification on information 
submitted to the Committee.  Forth Ports fully agree with the need to have full and 
accurate information, which is why we have spent a considerable amount of time 
investigating and analysing the proposal for Ship to Ship (“STS”) operations.  As we 
have stressed many times we would not permit any operation to take place, which is 
not inherently safe.  
 
When the initial approach was made to Forth Ports in 2004 by Melbourne Marine 
Services for permission to undertake STS operations on the Forth, we as required 
under our statutory duties undertook extensive investigations into both the concept of 
STS and its historical safety record.  These investigations included not only 
Melbourne Marine Services record but also the safety record of other STS operators.  
 
From these investigations which, included figures from the United States Coast 
Guard we established that between 1993 and 1998 approximately 4.8 billion barrels 
of oil had been transferred by STS with a total of 862 barrels spilt.  We used these 
statistics as part of our evaluation into the safety record of STS and have quoted 
them in several presentations to interested parties and included them in our written 
submission to the Environment and Rural Development Committee.  The spill of 850 
barrels from an incident in 1995 in the US Gulf referred to in the letter from Mr. 
Ruskell is included in the 862 barrels recorded in the incident statistics between 
1993 and 1998. 
 
At the time of our investigations in 2004 and 2005 Melbourne Marine Services were 
not part of the SPT Marine group and therefore there was no connection between 
Melbourne Marine and the referred to oil spill.  Melbourne Marine Services became 
part of the SPT Marine group at the end of 2006.  

 
Commenting on the circumstances of the incident it should be noted that the incident 
occurred while the two vessels were approaching each other on reciprocal courses 
in preparation to undertake an STS operation while underway.  It is our 
understanding that there were no pilots on board the vessels, tugs were not involved 
in the manoeuvre and the vessels were single hull.  Following a navigational error by 
the Master of one of the vessels, made while the vessels were approaching each 
other, which resulted in a collision the subsequent damage led to the spill of 
approximately 850 barrels of oil.  
 
Following the investigation into this incident SPT Marine changed the operating 
procedures to prevent such a situation developing again. In addition it should be 
noted that the proposed STS operation for the Forth would be conducted using a 
different technique and with enhanced safety precautions.  The proposed operations 
on the Forth would: 
 

• Be conducted at anchor and not underway; 
• Employ qualified pilots to assist with the mooring and unmooring manoeuvre; 



• Utilise tugs for the mooring and unmooring manoeuvre; 
• Be undertaken by double hull tankers; 

 
Forth Ports are therefore satisfied that the circumstances that led to the spill in the 
US Gulf could not be replicated on the River Forth and that the safety record of STS 
operations is similar to ship to shore transfer operations. 
 
 
 


