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SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH ENTERPRISE 
 
Introduction 
 
Scottish Enterprise welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the Environment 
and Rural Development Committee’s inquiry into the management of the 
marine environment. 
 
Given the role of Scottish Enterprise as the national economic development 
agency, we would seek to highlight the opportunity for economic growth 
associated with the sustainable development of the marine environment. 
 
This brief paper provides examples of the current marine based initiatives 
being supported by Scottish Enterprise that contribute to all three goals of the 
Executive’s economic strategy “Smart Successful Scotland”. 
 
The paper recommends that the economic benefits of marine based projects 
are fully considered when designing management mechanisms. 
 
Examples of Marine Based Projects  
 
Proposed Deep Water Container Port at Hunterston, North Ayrshire 
 
Clydeport plans to develop a new container terminal at Hunterston in North 
Ayrshire.  The sheltered location of the site and the naturally deep water 
would facilitate the creation of a terminal capable of handling both current and 
future generations of large container ships.   
 
The introduction of services through the Hunterston terminal will reduce the 
costs of moving goods between Scotland (and Northern England) and global 
markets - notably those in Asia.  These operational cost savings will enable 
the new services to compete in the Scotland and Northern England markets 
resulting in downward pressure on prices and improving service options for 
users.  This will contribute to the competitiveness of exporting firms in the 
port’s market area and to the competitiveness of the Scottish economy. 
 
At the UK level, the development of Hunterston will provide much needed 
capacity to cope with deep sea freight demand.  Developing Hunterston will, 
therefore prevent the potential loss of container services from the UK to 
Europe – which would have knock-on effects on connectivity, handling costs 
and employment. 
 
There will be very significant continuing employment gains to North Ayrshire 
from the operation of the Hunterston container terminal.  This will include on-
site employment and the creation of jobs in other businesses in the area 
through spending arising from the operation of the terminal.  Initial estimates 



by specialist marine consultants suggest that on-site employment could be in 
the range 830 to 1,200 jobs depending on the carrier system adopted.  The 
employment generated by Hunterston will be welcome in one of the most 
disadvantaged local authority areas in Scotland.   
 
Fife Energy Park 
 
Approval has been granted for additional investment of almost £10million to 
create a leading edge industrial facility for Scotland’s energy activities on the 
brownfield site at Methil, Fife. 
 
Work has already commenced on the 133 acre former rig yard at Methil where 
Scottish Enterprise Fife and Fife Council plan to radically remould the existing 
30 year old structures.  The site is now being cleared in preparation for new 
access roads, coastal defences, boundary fencing and infrastructure services 
to create plots ranging from two to 25 acres in size to accommodate 
businesses operating in Scotland’s energy sector. 
 
The masterplan for the site allows for up to 500,000 sq ft of high specification 
business space and will bring together the sea-accessed site with companies 
directly operating in the engineering, oil, gas and renewable sectors including 
suppliers and sub-contractors in the sector supply chain. 
 
The land was acquired by Scottish Enterprise Fife in 2005 and is expected to 
attract fresh investment in the area and encourage more renewable energy 
businesses to expand to help grow and diversify the local economy whilst 
utilising the latent labour supply in the area. 
 
As an industry with considerable growth potential, pressure on the energy 
sector is anticipated to increase significantly in coming years with global 
demand for energy expected to increase by 35% by 2040.  The Energy Park 
will help ensure that Scotland retains the business base and physical 
infrastructure to compete in the future growth of the energy sector. 
  
The overall project is expected to have a cumulative contribution of up to 
£172m to Scotland’s economy by 2015 and create several hundred jobs in an 
area which battles with above average unemployment levels. 
 
Sailing Action Plan 
 
In 2005 Scottish Enterprise commissioned a major review of sailing activity on 
the Clyde.   
 
The purpose of the study was to review the size, market trends and economic 
impact of sailing tourism in the Clyde Estuary.  The study involved detailed 
research with berth holders and visiting boats, hotel and accommodation 
providers, marinas and marina trade operators. 
 
The research pointed to the scope to increase the sailing tourism spend, 
particularly from the English and Irish markets. Scottish Enterprise is currently 



working with Visit Scotland, Event Scotland, Highland & Islands Enterprise 
and industry groups to develop a sailing action plan to support the growth of 
the sailing market. 
 
Clyde Coastal Framework 
 
The proposed Framework is designed to take a holistic approach to the 
development of the Clyde coastline and thereby maximise the contribution it 
can make to the future growth of Glasgow Metropolitan economy.  
 
The Framework will address the coastline of the Metropolitan Glasgow area, 
from Dumfries and Galloway in the south, north covering, Ayrshire, 
Renfrewshire, Dunbartonshire, Loch Lomond and the Cowal Peninsula. It 
extends east along the Clyde Estuary to the Erskine Bridge where it links to 
the Clyde Waterfront. 
 
The Clyde Coast area brings City, Sea and Country within easy reach, 
offering a number of market opportunities that are unique to the Glasgow 
metropolitan area. These opportunities have clear synergy and include the 
following: 
 
1) A tourism destination building on world class assets in golf, sailing, and the 
natural & built heritage. 
2) A leisure destination serving the population of Metropolian Glasgow; 
ranging from coastal walks to high energy sports such as kite surfing.  
3) A Residential Location that is capable of producing a distinctive urban form 
and high quality of life  
 
The Framework is at a very early stage of development with Scottish 
Enterprise activity focused on gathering baseline socio/economic data and 
examples of best practice. The next stage in the development of the 
framework will be to engage key stakeholders in the public and private 
sectors. 
 
Clyde Waterfront 

The Clyde Waterfront has been accorded the status of a national priority 
regeneration project in the Scottish Executive’s Regeneration policy statement 
‘People and Place’.  Its priority status is also reflected in the SE’s Strategic 
Investment Plan and the Scottish Executive’s National Planning Framework 
and the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Structure Plan. 

Scottish Enterprise is a partner in the Clyde Waterfront regeneration initiative 
and through SE Glasgow, Renfrewshire and Dunbartonshire is investing, 
along with public and private sector partners, in projects such as Clydebank 
Rebuilt, Pacific Quay, Glasgow Harbour, the Central Govan Action Plan, 
Renfrew Riverside, in physical infrastructure on the Broomielaw, and renewal 
projects in the Merchant City to assist in achieving the potential of the Clyde 
Waterfront . 



In the Waterfront area as a whole regeneration programmes are reshaping 
the economy and landscape of the River Clyde and are assessed to have the 
potential to deliver more than 50,000 new jobs (gross) over the next 20 years. 

Current forecasts suggest that 23,659 new homes could be created and 
909,000m2 of office, retail, industrial and leisure space is expected to be 
developed 

In pursuing regeneration of the Clyde a key focus is delivering opportunity for 
the people and communities most affected by the demise of the traditional 
engineering and shipbuilding sectors which made Clydebuilt a globally 
recognised benchmark for quality.   Making the waterspace more lively and 
active is a key objective in the Clyde Waterfront Regeneration Plan and the 
creation of new pontoons and slipways and support for events such as the 
Glasgow River Festival are ways in which this renewed liveliness is being 
encouraged.  

Alongside investing jointly with the private sector in projects and 
developments in key areas of the waterfront area, public sector bodies formed 
a strategic partnership  in 2004 (Clyde Waterfront) to promote and facilitate 
the implementation of the River Clyde’s regeneration as a world class 
waterfront location. This partnership is particularly focused on ensuring that 
the Waterfront is properly connected through public transport infrastructure 
and that through effective marketing the opportunity to locate along the 
renewed riversides is widely known and taken up.  The partnership involves 
the Scottish Executive, Glasgow City Council, Renfrewshire Council, West 
Dunbartonshire Council, Inverclyde Council, Scottish Enterprise and 
Communities Scotland. 

Further information is available at www.clydewaterfront.com   

Firth of Clyde Forum 
 
Scottish Enterprise has been an active member of the Clyde Forum over the 
last 5 years and has funded elements of its work. SE has supported a range 
of events organised by the Forum and view the body as an effective liaison 
mechanism amongst a broad range of Clyde stakeholders.  In 2005, SE were 
involved in assisting the Forum organise a conference focusing on economic 
growth and regeneration along the Clyde.  This was well attended and the 
mechanism has performed a useful  role in allowing issues to be discussed 
amongst a broad range of interests. . 
 
Conclusions 
 
The marine environment makes a significant contribution to the Scottish 
Economy across a range of sectors including transport, energy, fishing, 
tourism/leisure and manufacturing. 
 



Scottish Enterprise is currently leading or supporting a number of significant 
projects that relate to the marine environment which contribute to the goals of 
Smart Successful Scotland. 
 
It is important that the economic development benefits of marine development 
are fully recognised in any planning/management frameworks. 
 
 
 


