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SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH FISHERIES PROTECTION AGENCY 
 

Agency Status 
 
1.    The Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency (SFPA) is an Executive Agency 
within the Scottish Executive Environment and Rural Department (SEERAD).  
It is headed by a Chief Executive which is responsible to Scottish Ministers for 
its management, performance and future developments. 
 
Agency Aims 
 
2.    The SFPA aims to secure the enforcement of UK, EU and International 
fisheries law and regulations in the sea areas within British Fishery Limits 
around Scotland (and beyond when required) and in Scottish ports. 
 
Its Mission 
 
3.    It is to monitor the industry’s compliance with those laws and regulations 
through the effective deployment of its patrol vessels, surveillance aircraft and 
a sea fisheries inspectorate stationed in 18 port offices in the main fishing 
ports and to present cases of non-compliance expeditiously for prosecution. 
Monitoring activity is co-ordinated and directed from an operations 
headquarters in Edinburgh.  Committee members are referred to the attached 
Annual Report should they require further information on the Mission’s 
execution.    
 
Resources 
 
4.    Resources at the Agency’s disposal include 320 staff, four patrol vessels 
and two surveillance aircraft.  The annual operating budget for 2006-07 is 
£21m.  A capital expenditure programme of some £75m is underway on the 
renewal of the fleet of four patrol vessels and two surveillance aircraft. 
  
The Broadening Marine Environment 
  
5.    At present , the SFPA provides a full service with extensive delivery 
capability dedicated to its fisheries monitoring and enforcement 
responsibilities. The MFA has an equivalent function with respect to English, 
Welsh and Northern Irish legislation although its delivery capability at sea is 
undertaken by the Royal Navy. 
 
6.    In the broader fisheries management context, Fisheries Research 
Services (FRS) is responsible for fisheries and marine scientific advice, 
Scottish Natural heritage is responsible for marine nature conservation and 
the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) for environmental 
protection, particularly involving fish farming. Together, these organisations 



provide both a scientific and enforcement capability. In addition, the Joint 
Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) have a UK wide role in nature 
conservation. Finally, a number of organisations (including the Crown Estate, 
SEERAD and SEETLLD) have responsibilities for licensing. 
7.    At a formative stage is a UK marine Bill which is likely to propose a 
statutory basis for marine special planning in the UK, amended licensing 
arrangements, new nature conservation powers and a ‘UK Marine 
management Organisation’, each of which will have important devolution 
connotations. The intention is that the ‘UK MMO’ will be based around the 
MFA and take on additional duties on licensing, for enforcement of new 
powers and the new responsibilities for marine spatial planning. At present, it 
is not intended that the UK MMO should take on a scientific role, nor change 
the role of the JNCC. Rather it would be set up as an ‘impartial policy maker’ 
and ‘enforcer’. 
 
Options Review 
 
8.    A proposed ‘Options Review’ of the scope, remit and structure of a 
Scottish marine management Organisation, a concept which is emerging from 
the consideration of new marine legislation in the UK and, by inference, 
Scottish Parliaments, is being put to Ministers. They will be asked to endorse 
terms of reference for a team that should “undertake a review of drivers, 
context and options for a Scottish Marine Agency” and with which the SFPA 
anticipates being closely involved. 
 
 
NB  The SFPA have suggested the SFPA’s latest Annual Report of 2005-
2006 may be of interest to Committee members for this evidence session.  
The report has been circulated previously to members and is available on the 
SFPA website at: 
 
http://www.sfpa.gov.uk/annualreports.asp
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