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SUBMISION FROM THE BRITISH MARINE FEDERATION 
 
 
The British Marine Federation (BMF) is the trade association for the leisure 
marine industry representing nearly 1600 member business across the UK and 
welcomes this opportunity to set out responses to the issues raised in your note 
explaining the remit of the Inquiry.  
 
Member businesses enable an estimated 3.5 million adults throughout the UK to 
participate in boating and watersports. The industry directly employs around 
30,000 people and generates a turnover of £2 billion. With a key role in tourism 
and leisure, a conservative estimate for additional revenue is £2 billion 
supporting a further 70,000 jobs.   
  
Members in Scotland have a combined turnover of £89.2m and directly employ 
around 2000 people1.  Scotland is considered to be one of the top six sailing 
destinations in the world. It is an important part of Scotland’s tourism product, 
which is of a similar scale to that of golf.2

 
• Around 15,000 yachts are berthed around Scotland in marinas and harbours. 
 
• Low cost airlines have resulted in boat owners from all over the UK berthing 
their boats in Scotland. 
 
• Berthing rates in Scotland can be up to 40% lower than for facilities on the 
south coast 
 
• Scotland has around 200 marine related businesses which represents 3% of 
total marine leisure in the UK. 
 
Leisure boating is an expanding area of activity on the Scottish coast. The west 
coast is often described as one of the best sailing grounds in the World, and as 
such is used by leisure boaters in increasing numbers and by visitors from 
abroad who come to cruise in our waters. However, the east coast and 
increasingly Orkney and Shetland are also important, both for local people and 
for visitors from across the North Sea. It is far from being the case that leisure 
boating is an expensive and exclusive activity.  
 

                                                 
1 BMF Economic Benefits for Recreational Boating 2006 
2 Report on boating on the Clyde, for Scottish Enterprise Ayr – Key Findings 
 



BMF’s Environment and Boating Facilities programme promotes the importance 
of access to water, providing facilities and sound environmental management. A 
key issue for the many SMEs within our sector is the effect of regulation, and 
BMF have raised the need to avoid disproportionate costs by ensuring better 
regulation.   
 
The BMF would also like to endorse comments made by the RYA in their written 
submission, stating that the provision of safe anchorages, marinas and launch 
areas is essential.  It is not believed that these facilities cause tension with other 
marine users such as commercial fisherman. Indeed, in the more remote areas, 
the viability of facilities for commercial users may be enhanced by sharing them 
with recreational users.  Occasionally an issue may arise where the uses of an 
area overlap.  In such instances, BMF believe that Marine Spatial Planning 
should be delivered to resolve any conflicts, whilst setting out achievable 
sustainable development targets demonstrating benefits and guidance to the 
recreational boating industry both on a National and Local level.  
 
In addition, BMF welcome the opportunity to update the approach to consenting, 
building on the recommendations of the review.   
 
BMF would look for licensing to be:  

• affordable and proportionate to the scale of development 
• accountable throughout the decision making process with a workable 

appeals mechanism 
• licensed by officers with suitable expertise and knowledge to make 

decisions 
• streamlined and co-ordinated with other elements of the planning process 

to reduce overlap and avoid duplication, particularly with respect to 
repeated consultation 

A MSP should provide an indication of all areas requiring regular maintenance 
dredging for navigation purposes. In England and Wales, this approach is being 
developed as part of a DEFRA/DfT initiative (Maintenance dredging protocol). 
The plan should also include existing and future sites/facilities for disposal of all 
maintenance-dredged material. 
 
We believe guidance should be developed to ensure its application is not 
misused e.g. by adopting an over precautionary approach. Discussions should 
be made on the basis of sound science where possible. Allocation of funding 
should be provided for the provision of research grants and adequate monitoring. 
 
BMF Scotland have identified local threats and opportunities from the 
development of a managed marine environment, these include 
 
 
 
 



THREATS 

• Loss of coastal access and infrastructure due to redevelopment of assets 
such as harbours, building of obstructions to navigation, and the creation 
of unnecessary 'no go' zones for environmental reasons. 

• Restrictive and negative approach by planning authorities, which results in 
long delays and great expense in creating boating infrastructure and 
assets. 

• Additional legislation and regulation which would reduce the appeal of 
boating. Our preference is for boating activity to be influenced by 
education (BMF’s Environmental Code of Practice and The Green Blue). 

• Competition for coastal resources indicates the necessity for Marine 
Spatial Planning rather than any piecemeal restrictions, such as a Coastal 
Marine National Park. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

• Marine Leisure is an expanding activity, but this expansion is constrained 
by a lack of, in places, infrastructure. This demand should be met by the 
development of facilities by both public and private capital, as appropriate. 

• Marine Leisure has the opportunity to raise awareness of the benefits 
flowing from it. These must be seen in the context of encouragement by 
Scottish and local government. 

• There is the opportunity for Marine Spatial Planning and Coastal Zone 
Management to map out the future use of the coastal zone, just as Local 
Plans guide land developments. A well designed system of Marine Spatial 
Planning will develop, enhance and protect all of Scotland's coastal 
resources. 

• The leisure marine sector would seek to be actively involved, and 
contribute positively to the development of marine Spatial Planning in 
Scotland. 

BMF’s Environment & Boating Facilities Service champions environmental best 
practice, not only through their “Environmental Code of Practice”3, but also in a 
joint initiative with the RYA called “The Green Blue”4.  This project, supported, in 
Scotland by the Crown Estate, Scottish Coastal Forum and, in England, DEFRA 
educates leisure boaters to think and act in a more environmentally conscious 
way. It provides advice and guidance on how to safeguard the waters and 
habitats leisure boaters’ use for the future and commissions research in areas 
where objective evidence is scarce.  
 
The BMF trust that our comments will be taken into consideration and that they 
provide a robust vision from the recreational boating industry. 
 
                                                 
3 www.ECOP.org.uk 
4 www.thegreenblue.org.uk 
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