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SUBMISSION FROM PROFESSOR WILLIAM RITCHIE 
 
Uses: 

• Variations are both functional and geographical. 
• Pressure points are mainly in the two main estuaries but other specific 

areas have multiple use. 
• Competing interests do not necessarily lead to conflict. 
• Most of the 12-14,000km of Scotland’s coast have little pressure from 

multiple users. 
• At a distance beyond 12nm competing uses are almost negligible and 

those that do exist e.g. fishing and oil installations have reached 
reasonable working arrangements. 

• Oil pollution risk has been greatly exaggerated.  Probabilities are low 
and impacts are invariably short term and local (perception is much 
greater than reality). 

 
Planning: 

• Much has been and is being done for coastal and marine planning e.g. 
SSMEI (Phase II), AGMACS, SCF Strategy, the SEA oil block leasing 
series etc and there are good practice guidelines, pilots and exemplars 
from elsewhere in Britain and Europe but not all of these experiences 
are transferable. 

• Need to resist excessive demands for more and more data and 
information (often used as a delaying tactic or to promote special 
interests).  Nevertheless, substantial gaps exist and information is 
patchy.  Knowledge of physical and chemical processes is less robust 
than in the biological/ecological sector. 

• Planning processes of all types both at present and in the future need 
to consider carefully both scale and boundaries. 

 
Governance: 

• So far, initiatives and studies, especially in context of ICZM and MSP, 
are polarised between the conflicting views that existing arrangements 
are adequate and both ICZM and MSP are ‘solutions seeking 
problems’ i.e. existing governance can be modified to cope with 
possible future problems.  At the other extreme, advocates of ICZM 
and MSP (preferably merged) believe that these will lead to optimal 
use of resources and conflict resolution.  Whatever the outcome there 
is no doubt that strong regional differences, in every sense, in Scotland 
must be accommodated.  Quoting good practice from Belgium (with 
only 60km of coastline) or West Germany (North Sea and Baltic) and 
other areas of Europe need to be treated with caution because of 
substantial physical, ecological, cultural and economic differences.  
The variations which exist in the coastal and marine areas of Scotland 
create valuable diversity and therefore provide opportunities for 
common sense governance and planning systems. 


