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SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH FISHERMEN’S FEDERATION 
 

I refer to the invitation to submit evidence in connection with the above enquiry, issued by 
your committee recently.  I am responding on behalf of the Federation and its constituent 
Associations, which are detailed below.  The Scottish Fishermen’s Federation (SFF) is a 
national body representing the views of approximately seven hundred boat owners and 
three thousand fishermen.  Scotland remains the dominant fishing nation in the UK and the 
second most important fishing nation in the EU.  
 
Uses 
Fishing is the economic mainstay of many coastal communities around Scotland and 
contributes significantly to the fact that these communities continue to flourish.   
 
Of the commercially important stocks to the Scottish fishing industry, five out of seven are 
in good health and all are being harvested in a controlled and sustainable way resulting in 
availability of quality products on our doorsteps and beyond.  Our aim is obviously to reach 
maximum sustainability of our entire target fish stocks as stock sustainability is the heart of 
a healthy, profitable fishing industry.  Scotland’s fleet has endured the pain of 
decommissioning, is complying with the regulations governing catch and conduct, and is 
actively working towards making fishing more selective to promote stock conservation, 
minimise by-catch and reduce discards. 
 
The potential for conflict within the marine environment is high, especially in the coastal 
zone due to the myriad of competing uses.  The spatial constraints as a result of the 
expansion of aquaculture businesses, the increase in renewable energy particularly tidal 
and wave generated power and oil and gas are a further pressure on fishing vessel 
activities as well as shipping in general. 
 
Marine nature conservation is an issue for all users of the marine environment and the 
proposed Coastal and Marine National Park will add an extra burden to users regardless 
of the level of protection assigned. 
 
Planning 
 
All activities within the marine environment have their own legislative and physical 
constraints.  Although this makes planning very difficult it is essential to appreciate all of 
these issues within the planning arena to ensure that all users can operate effectively 
within the marine environment.  For instance, the perception that the whole of the sea is 
fished is not true.  Fishing activity takes place in a surprisingly small area and these ‘fertile’ 
grounds are the core of many coastal communities.  The effects of irresponsible planning 
can result in people being forced out of their communities but fishermen don’t necessarily 
have transferable skills and therefore cannot simply move, yet increasing demands on the 
marine environment do not take this into account.   
 
Wind farms, land reclamation, aggregate extraction, cables, pipelines, oil rigs, shipping 
and marine reserves all compete with fishing for space yet there is no coherent plan in the 
UK or Europe that ensures the fishing industry is not excluded from vital grounds.  Indeed, 

 



with the advent of Marine Spatial Planning, it still appears that all marine activities will not 
be included in any single plan eg aquaculture. 
 
Plans must have the flexibility to change as circumstances change.  Consideration should 
be given to examining the effects of ecosystem changes driven by increasing sea 
temperatures (changes in water chemistry, species compositions, species distributions, 
population sizes etc) when calculating the impact of commercial activities on the marine 
environment. 
 
Development of governance 
 
Marine Spatial Planning and Marine Protected Areas could play a role in marine 
environment management but they must be considered in a strategic and all-
encompassing way.  However, these are only two of the available tools and they must be 
used in conjunction with other management measures as each potential area must be 
assessed independently to take into account the specific variables within that area.  
 
Without a coordinated approach from the Scottish Executive and Defra, coherent Marine 
Spatial Planning can only be introduced in Scotland to 12nm and the UK Marine Bill may 
lead to a disparity between the regulation in inshore and offshore waters.  There is a real 
need for a means of integrating the current projects and organisations into an overall 
framework to ensure coherence and reduce duplication.  Many of the essential 
stakeholders find they are attending a continuous round of meetings covering the same 
ground.  
 
Many of the activities within Scottish waters are governed by international and European 
agreements.  For example, the responsibility for fisheries management is devolved to the 
Scottish Executive, while most of the main target stocks are managed internationally 
through agreements with non-EU countries such as Norway and through the EU’s 
Common Fisheries Policy.  The Federation believes it is vital to create consistent borders 
for the management of marine fisheries and the broader marine environment. 
 
When considering environmental management it is important to remember that man is part 
of the ecosystem.  Importance must be given to the consideration of the social and 
economic impacts, and to ensuring that impact assessments include detailed, realistic 
cost-benefit analyses prior to the introduction of any new measures.  
 
Conclusion 
 
In summary, the Scottish fleet has dramatically contracted in recent years mostly in 
response to conservation measures, and it must already be one of the most controlled and 
regulated industries in the world.  Continued developments within the marine environment 
and in marine management bring an additional burden to the industry.   
 
Scottish fishermen are at the forefront of a number of industry/science projects including 
studies on monkfish and Nephrops and have forged close links with scientists and 
responsible environmental organisations.  The industry endeavours to engage in all 
matters which are likely to have an impact on it’s activities but resource constraints limit 
our capacity. 
 

 



As it is already a significant challenge keeping abreast of marine environment 
management plans, a process that brings together all those involved in the development, 
management and use of the marine environment within a framework that facilitates the 
integration of their interests and responsibilities is vital. 

 


