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EDUCATION COMMITTEE

AGENDA

4th Meeting, 2003 (Session 2)

Wednesday 10 September  2003

The Committee will meet at 9.30 am in Committee Room 2.

1. Draft Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Bill: In connection
with its pre-legislative scrutiny of the Draft Education (Additional Support for
Learning) (Scotland) Bill, the committee will take evidence from—

Professor Sheila Riddell, Chair of Social Policy (Disability Studies), Glasgow
University
Professor Julie Allan, Professor of Education, Stirling University
Professor Gilbert Mackay, Professor of Special Education, Strathclyde
University

2. Scottish Executive review of children’s therapist services: The Committee
will note the Scottish Executive Review of Speech and Language Therapy,
Physiotherapy and Occupational Therapy for Children and Speech and Language
Therapy for Adults with Learning Disabilities and Autistic Spectrum Disorder.

3. Budget process 2004-05: The Committee will consider its approach to the
Scottish Executive budget 2004-05.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee

Room 2.7, Committee Chambers
Ext. 0131 348 5204
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The following papers are enclosed:
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE

10 September 2003

Draft Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Bill

Expert Panel: Biographies

Professor Sheila Riddell – Chair of Social Policy, (Disability Studies),
Glasgow University.
• Chair of the Advisory Committee which produced the Report into the

Education of Children with Severe Low Incidence Disabilities – also known
as the Riddell Report.

• Author of Special Educational Needs: Policy and Practice in Education,
2002, Dunedin Academic Press Ltd, Edinburgh.

• Member of National SEN Advisory Forum.

Professor Julie Allan – Professor of Education at Stirling University
• Advisor to preceding Education Committee on the Inquiry into Special

Educational Needs.
• Research interests include inclusive education, children’s learning and

new community schools.

Professor Gilbert MacKay – Professor of Special Education, in the
Educational Support and Guidance Department at Strathclyde University.
• Practiced as an Educational Psychologist.
• Research interests include: autism; disorders of communication and

language; and philosophy of special education.
• In the 1980s developed a new approach to teaching communication with

children who have severe intellectual disabilities.

Nikki Georghiou Martin Verity
SPICe Clerk to the Committee
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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Scottish Executive Review of Children’s Therapist Services

1. The Scottish Executive’s review of Speech and Language Therapy,
Physiotherapy and Occupational Therapy for Children and Speech and
Language Therapy for Adults with Learning Disabilities and Autistic Spectrum
disorder is attached.

2. Members are invited to note this publication.

Susan Duffy Martin Verity
Senior Assistant Clerk Clerk to the Committee
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BACKGROUND BUDGET PROCESS 2003-04

EDUCATION
ROSS BURNSIDE & ARTHUR MIDWINTER

This briefing provides members with basic background on Education budget
structures, trends and issues. It provides level 2 budget figures from last years
Draft Budget 2003-04, published in October 2002. It is designed to provide
members with basic background in advance of this years truncated budget cycle
due to commence in early September with the publication of Draft Budget 2004-
05.

SPICe
briefing
2 September 2003

SPICe Briefings are compiled for the benefit of the Members of the Parliament and their
personal staff. Authors are available to discuss the contents of these papers with MSPs
and their staff who should contact Ross Burnside on extension 86231 or email
Ross.Burnside@scottish.parliament.uk Members of the public or external organisations
may comment on this briefing by emailing us at spice.research@scottish.parliament.uk
However, researchers are unable to enter into personal discussion in relation to SPICe
Briefing Papers.

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in SPICe briefings is correct
at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that briefings are not
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes.

www.scottish.parliament.uk
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BACKGROUND

Budget briefing papers were introduced in 2002, to assist members by providing background
information on budgetary structure, trends and issues to inform their deliberations for the
Spending Review 2002.  This year, because of the Parliamentary election, there is no Annual
Expenditure Report (AER) and committees will receive the Draft Budget in September.  Normal
practice is to make spending recommendations at the end of Stage One, which are then
considered by the Executive and reported at Stage Two.

There will be some changes from the Draft Budget 2003-04, through the application of End Year
Flexibility (EYF) and other redistribution.  Committees will be asked to comment on the pattern
of priorities within their portfolios, and may suggest changes.  This paper seeks to provide a
summary of the budgetary position as it stands at the moment, and to recap for members the
issues and concerns expressed by the previous Education Committee.

BUDGETARY STRUCTURE

The Education and Young People portfolio contains three level two programmes, schools;
children and young people; and social work training.  This supports Central Government policies
for these areas, but the dominant source of education funding is through the local authority
Grant Aided Expenditure (GAE).  We include this provision in this paper, as many of the
objectives and targets for schools are dependent on the local authority grant for funding.  We
also include local authority specific grants for education.

Table one sets out the Executive’s spending provision for education over the Spending Review
period.

Table 1: Level 2 Education Spending Plans (£m)

2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06
Schools 146 188 213 222
Children and Young People 63 83 116 126
Social Work Training 10 13 20 20
Specific Grants 190 140 150 240
Education Grant Aided Expenditure 3022 3409 3686 3852
Total 3431 3833 4185 4460

Source: Draft Budget 2003-04

KEY TRENDS IN CURRENT PLANS

• Education spending will grow by 18% in real terms over the Spending Review period
(Draft Budget 2003-04, p 51).

• During this time, education’s share of the Scottish Budget will rise from 16.3% to 17.2%.

• This mainly reflects additional funding for teacher’s pay and additional staff under the
Modernising the Teaching Profession Agreement of Pay and Conditions (see Annex
One).
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• The schools programme will increase by 32% in real terms over the period.  This seeks
to improve standards overall, and to close the gap between low achievers and the
average.  This includes major increases at Level Three for teachers and schools; pupil
support and inclusion.

• The Children and Families programme; and the Young People and Looked After Children
programme will both grow significantly over the period.

• Specific Grants will continue to grow, even though £64m of the Excellence Fund has
been transferred to GAE.  This is now known as the National Priorities Action Fund.

BUDGETARY ISSUES

• Recommendations for additional funding for Sure Start Scotland; capital spending in
schools, and special education needs, resulted in increases in the 2003-04 budget.

• The Committee was keen to reduce the degree of ring-fenced funding to education
authorities, and to shift from budgetary control to Local Outcome Agreements.  These are
still being developed.

• The Committee wished to see flexibility in the use of increased in-year funds for
initiatives, so that funding could be held over until the next financial year, plus the
capacity at local level to join up funds.

• The Committee sought assurances that adequate funding would be available to
implement the Education (Disability Strategies and Pupils’ Educational Records)
(Scotland) Act.
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ANNEX 1: MINISTERIAL SPENDING REVIEW ANNOUNCEMENTS –
EDUCATION AND YOUNG PEOPLE

The joint McCrone Implementation Group agreed the allocation of resources for the
implementation of the Modernising the Teaching Profession agreement to 2003-04.  Additional
provision from SR2002 of £0/98/154.9m is included within the settlement totals for teachers’
pay, additional teaching staff to cover teaching hours and for the implementation of the
Chartered Teachers programme.  Alongside resources already included within the current
settlement, additional provision of £11.2/9.5/8.5m has been held within the central Education
Department (ED) budget towards the costs of funding placements for probationers.  Provision of
£15m p.a. for Continuing Professional Development will also continue to be held within the
central ED budget.

Additional provision of £10/10/10m has been made available through the main teaching GAEs
towards the costs of implementing the Discipline Taskforce Report.  In addition to the resources
already included within the settlement and provided through the Inclusion element of the
National Priorities Action Fund, additional allocations of £0/8/8m have been made available
within general grant from SR2002 to assist councils in improving education access for pupils
with disabilities.

As agreed following the joint review during 2001-02, the Excellence Fund core and special
programmes have been replaced with the National Priorities Action Fund programmes.  Total
provision through the Fund will be £109/117/121m (of which £5/5/5m remains undistributed).  As
recommended by the review, £64m of former Excellence Fund resources for classroom
assistants, reducing class sizes and early intervention will transfer to unhypothecated general
grant from 2003-04 – using the existing 2002-03 distributions.

As indicated in ‘Building a Better Scotland’, additional provision of £4.1/16/31m through the Sure
Start initiative and £2.5/13/23.9m through the Childcare Strategy are available to support
additional early years intervention and as part of the wider cross-cutting initiative for improving
public health.  Allowance of £0/5/5m has also been made available for Youth Work, in particular
for community education initiatives.  Provision of £0.03/0.05/0.08m is included for the costs to
local authorities of training and the revised fee structure for safeguarders within the children’s
hearing system.

Additional provision of £0/3/5m for Youth Crime has been held back in undistributed AEF
pending further discussions between the Scottish Executive and local government.  Provision of
£5/10/100m for level playing field support for approved Schools PPP projects has also been
held back outwith AEF and will be allocated each year as agreements are signed off and start
dates are confirmed.


