
  
 

WRITTEN EVIDENCE FROM SCOTTISH NATURAL HERITAGE 
 
Edinburgh Airport Rail Link Bill  
 
Appropriate Assessment 
 
I am writing to follow up our telephone conversation of 7 June on whether or 
not an appropriate assessment is required for the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link 
Private Bill, given the potential impact of the proposals in the Bill on the Firth 
of Forth Special Protection Area (SPA).  
 
As you have correctly identified, SNH’s advice is that the proposals in the Bill 
are likely to have a significant effect on the qualifying interest(s) of the SPA.  
You are correct, therefore, that the Scottish Parliament should carry out an 
appropriate assessment.  However, we can further advise, on the basis of our 
appraisal of additional information provided by the Promoter, that the 
appropriate assessment can conclude that the proposal will not adversely 
affect the integrity of the SPA, provided that: 
 
• the works are carried out in strict accordance with the Promoter’s report – 

An Assessment of the Effects to the Firth of Forth Special Protection Area 
(January 2006);  

 
• the proposed mitigation measures indicated in chapter 10 of the 

Environmental Statement and the draft Code Of Construction Practice are 
implemented. 

 
Parliament can, of course, carry out further appraisal before completing the 
appropriate assessment if it considers that necessary, and we would be happy 
to provide further advice as required.   However, we believe that the Promoter 
has provided sufficient information to allow the judgement of no adverse affect 
to be reached.     
 
As stated in our letter of 15 May, our advice is dependent on Parliament 
ensuring that mechanisms / amendments are in place to ensure that the 
project which is authorised by Parliament is that which is implemented, 
including the works necessary to ensure the integrity of the SPA is not 
adversely affected as summarised above.    
 
I hope that this helps to clarify our position.    
 
Iain Rennick 
Area Manager, Forth and Borders 
 


