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AGENDA

3rd Meeting, 2003 (Session 2)

Wednesday 17 September 2003

The Committee will meet at 10am in the Hub, Castlehill, Edinburgh.

1. Debt arrangement scheme: The Committee will take evidence on the Scottish
Executive draft regulations from—

Laura Dolan, Access to Justice Division, Diligence Team and

Andy Crawley, Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive.

2. Budget process 2004-05: The Committee will consider its approach.

Jim Johnston
Clerk to the Committee

Tel. 0131 348 5211
email: james.johnston@scottish.parliament.uk
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COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE

17 September 2003

BUDGET 2004/05 APPROACH PAPER

Introduction

1. The Executive published its Draft Budget document last Thursday as part
of its annual three-stage budget process.  As Members will be aware this
year the process has been truncated to two-stages due to the Scottish
general election.  One of the results of this move has been to significantly
reduce the time available to Committees in their scrutiny of the budget with
the deadline for subject committee reports to the Finance Committee being
5 November.

Communities Committee approach

2. With the time constraint in mind members are asked to consider the
following approach:-

� An evidence-taking session on 1 October consisting of two panels, with
the following organisations and individuals being invited to attend –

Panel One
o Chartered Institute of Housing (Scotland) – who will give their views

to the Committee on the issue of Affordable Housing in relation to
the Draft Budget;

o Shelter – who will give the Committee their views on Housing
Investment with regard to the Draft Budget;

o Dr Robert Rogerson, Head of the Geography Department,
University of Strathclyde – Dr Rogerson was adviser to the Finance
Committee during their ‘Cross-cutting Review of Regeneration as
Delivered Through the Voluntary Sector’ and can give a broad
overview of how regeneration issues are catered for in the Draft
Budget;

Panel Two
o CoSLA – who will give an appraisal of the Draft Budget in terms of

Local Authorities commitments within the Minister for Communities
remit

� An evidence-taking session with the Minister for Communities on 8
October on the Draft Budget.

3. The Committee agreed in its work programme to consider the issues of
affordable housing and housing investment as part of its consideration of
the budget process 2003-2004.  This approach therefore allows the
Committee to uphold its commitments as well as receiving views on the
overall priorities of the Communities Budget.
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4. Members are asked to agree this approach to the budget process 2004/05
and to invite the above witnesses to give evidence to the Committee on 1
October and 8 October.  The Committee would then have the opportunity
to consider and agree its response to the Finance Committee at its
meeting on 5 November 2003.

Jim Johnston
Clerk to the Communities Committee
September 2003




