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ADVANCE PURCHASE SCHEME (“APS”) 
 

relating to property subject to compulsory purchase  
 
 

The Airdrie-Bathgate Railway & Linked Improvements Bill (“the Bill”) applies the provisions of 
the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, relating to planning blight. This means 
that after Royal Assent, when the Bill has become an Act of the Scottish Parliament, land that 
may be compulsorily purchased under the Bill will be “blighted land” for the purposes of the 
1997 Act.    

Network Rail has taken the decision that, in respect of the properties listed in paragraph A 
below, before the Bill passes it will operate as if these statutory provisions already applied, 
subject to some minor modifications. The complete scheme is set out in detail below. 

Having considered the impacts of the project on all properties subject under the Bill to 
compulsory purchase of all or part, Network Rail has concluded that the properties listed in 
paragraph A are or will be blighted in terms of the 1997 Act.  For that reason, Network Rail 
has decided that it should operate this APS in relation to these properties without requiring 
any proof of attempts to sell or reduction in value. 

Network Rail believes these to be the only properties that are or may be blighted in this way 
and, accordingly, the only cases where advance purchase is justified.  Any question as to 
whether other properties are so affected as to warrant purchase by Network Rail will fall to be 
considered in the context of voluntary purchase and is not relevant to this APS. 

Funding for this Project is being provided by Transport Scotland. Accordingly approval will be 
required on a case by case basis by Transport Scotland for any acquisition under this 
scheme. Consequently all offers are dependent on this approval. 

For the avoidance of doubt, this process will not apply where land has been referenced for 
temporary works as blight does not apply in these circumstances. Land referenced for this 
purpose will be reinstated on completion of the works, including fencing and landscaping. 
 
Each project is unique and needs to be considered on its own merits. Consequently nothing in 
this document fetters the discretion of Network Rail in respect of future projects. 
 
Property included in APS 
 

A. The APS applies to: 
 
[properties removed for reasons of confidentiality] 
 
And, in respect of these properties, only to the following types of property interests:– 

 
 Residential owner occupiers of a private dwelling  

 
 Owner occupiers of non-residential property (i.e. small shops and 

businesses but not including agricultural property) not exceeding a 
rateable value, currently, £28,000; 

 
 Mortgagees in possession of properties where the borrowers were 

owner-occupiers 
 

 



 

 Personal representatives of deceased persons who were owner 
occupiers 

 
 Owner occupiers of all or part of an agricultural unit* 

 
*An agricultural unit is land occupied as a unit for agricultural 
purposes.  It includes any dwellinghouse or other building occupied 
by the applicant for the purpose of farming  

 
 
B. Purchases under this scheme will be on the same basis as if the property were being 

acquired compulsorily.  This means: 
 

• Network Rail will offer to purchase the property at the open market value.   
• The property will be assessed for valuation purposes as if the Airdrie-Bathgate 

scheme did not exist.  
• Legal and agents’ reasonable fees connected with the purchase, disturbance costs 

and where appropriate home loss payment, as provided for in the Land 
Compensation (Scotland) Act 1973 will be payable. 

• A written offer will be made which will be open for a period of two months from the 
date the offer is made and will not be uplifted or lowered to take account of market 
fluctuations during that time. 

• If the offer is accepted, the property may, at Network Rail’s discretion, be rented out 
by Network Rail to the qualifying party until it is required for the project or Network 
Rail decides to demolish or dispose of the property.  The qualifying party shall pay a 
market value rent under a short assured tenancy arrangement until the property is 
required. 

 
If the qualifying party does not wish to accept the offer then the offer will lapse at the end of 
the two month period.  
 
If an offer lapses, Network Rail reserves the right in its absolute discretion to exercise its 
compulsory purchase powers under the Bill if the Bill is passed and to acquire the property 
compulsorily through that process. This means that it will follow the usual process for 
compulsory purchase with an ultimate right of appeal to the Lands Tribunal for Scotland in the 
event of dispute regarding compensation. 
 
Qualifying interest in the property 
 
Residential property 
 
C. The applicant must be a resident owner-occupier or have a lease of the property for 

residential purposes with at least three years unexpired.   
 
D. The applicant must have been residing at the property for at least 12 months prior to 

the application to purchase. 
 
Management of Purchased Properties 
 
If the qualifying party decides to accept the offer and does not wish to rent the property then 
Network Rail will have the discretion to let properties acquired under this process.  
 
Process For Disposal of Properties 
 
In the event of the Bill not being approved or the scheme changing so that it was no longer 
necessary to demolish/acquire the properties, then they would be sold on the open market. 
The Crichel Down Rules do not apply.   
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